District Report
Cllr Richard Williams
Greater Cambridge Local Plan
The revised Proposed Submission version of the Greater Cambridge Local Plan has now been published and, subject to approval by both councils later this month, will go out for its final public consultation over the summer before being submitted to the Secretary of State later this year.
From a Whittlesford perspective, there are still no housing allocations within the Parish. However, we are affected by a number of policies. There have been some useful changes to the proposed Whittlesford Station area policy recognising the existing housing in the area and setting step free access between platforms as a priority for any future development of the site.
There have been some helpful changes to the proposed policy on the Spicers site concerning cycle access, but there is still no specific provision for increasing public access and recreation – appoint I will be making to the planners.
I am still concerned about the cumulative impact that development in the ‘Rural Southern Cluster’ (which is the name the plan gives to our broad area) could have on the A505 and local services and amenities. There is still not adequate recognition of the impact on the A505 of developments like the Grange Farm ‘new town’ or a plan to address the inevitable increase in traffic on the road. This another point I will be making. 
As such, I do not believe the revised plan adequately addresses many of the key concerns raised during the previous consultation regarding transport infrastructure and local services and encourage residents and the Parish Council to take the opportunity to submit their own comments when the consultation opens in August.
Whittlesford Plantation 
An area of woodland opposite the entrance to station Road East on the adjacent to the A505 known as ‘Whittlesford plantation’ (though in Hinxton parish) has recently been cut down. The land is owned by the Welcome Trust and managed by/with the Hinxton estate. The woodland has apparently been removed as part of a commercial woodland management strategy and will, I understand, be replanted. 
Tiger on Demand Bus Service
From Monday 13 July, the Tiger on Demand bus service expanded to include Whittlesford. 
Rather than following a fixed route and timetable, passengers can book journeys between designated “virtual bus stops” throughout the service area. From Whittlesford, this provides connections to an area of the district extending as far as Cambourne and including Newton, Haslingfield, Harlton, Hauxton, Great Shelford (including a stop at Scotsdales) Little Shelford, Stapleford and South Trumpington Park & Ride. The Park & Ride provides a connection for onward journeys into Cambridge.
The service operates from 6.30am to 7pm, Monday to Saturday, excluding Bank Holidays. Journeys can be booked up to 48 hours in advance through the Tiger on Demand app, online or by calling 01480 595440. The website and app also show the locations of the virtual bus stops in Whittlesford and throughout the wider service area.
Adult journeys cost £2.50. Children aged 5–16 and Tiger Pass holders pay £1, while children under five and concessionary or disability bus-pass holders travel free.
Further information, including the service-area map and virtual bus stops, is available here:
https://transport.cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/buses/tiger-on-demand/
Journeys can be planned and booked online here:
https://www.tigerondemand.co.uk/
Community Pantry Grants
South Cambridgeshire District Council has launched a new Community Pantry Grant scheme to support local groups wishing to establish community pantries.
Grants of up to £400 are available to help purchase equipment such as shelving, storage, refrigerators or freezers and other items needed to establish a community pantry. Parish Councils, community organisations and informal groups (with appropriate support) are all eligible to apply. The scheme forms part of the Council's wider programme of support for residents facing cost-of-living pressures.
The grant funding scheme will run until March 2027.
Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/community-groups-invited-to-apply-for-new-community-pantry-grant
Zero Carbon Community Grants
In more positive news, the District Council has launched a new round of Zero Carbon Communities Grants. The Council has committed £152,000 to support projects that reduce carbon emissions, improve nature recovery and strengthen community engagement. The maximum grant available is £19,500 per project.
Applications are open until 24 July 2026 and further information can be found on the South Cambs website (or just search “South Cambs Zero Carbon Grants”) : https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant
With best wishes
Richard
cllr.richardwilliams@gmail.com/07584037016
