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WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Clerk - Marie Swann
7 Newton Road Whittlesford Cambridge CB22 4PF
Telephone: 07815 550308 Email: parishclerk@whittlesford.org

TENANCY AGREEMENT FOR NEWTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS
Revised December 2024

Tenancy agreement between Allotment holder and 
Whittlesford Parish Council.

Whittlesford Parish Council herby revises its terms and conditions as set out below for the allotment plots at Newton Road, Whittlesford. The allotments are managed by the Whittlesford Parish Council. 
The Parish Council hereby grants a tenancy on a year-to-year basis which runs from 1st October to 30th September. The Allotment Plot allocated as listed in the Parish Council's allotment register as:                  is allocated to:

The Tenant shall pay an annual rent of £       per plot, (this will be charged at £   per quarter if part year has passed) and a £     annual contribution towards the water rates. 

Water keys are available from the parish clerk; a £5 charge is required but is refunded upon allotment holder giving up their tenancy and returning the key. Or you may purchase your own water tap key from any DIY store. 

Tenants must NOT operate any water tap without the use of a designated water key. Anyone who is reported as using other implements on the water taps will face repair charges.

The mains water stopcock is located under a round manhole cover just by the entrance gate and property number 1 Newton Road. Tenants should only access the stopcock in emergencies only. The mains water is turned off over the winter months to avoid frozen pipes; this is usually from 1st November to 1st March. 

Due to extremely hot summers, we have experienced over the last couple of years, Whittlesford Parish Council revised its Hosepipe Policy. At the Annual Allotment Holders meeting held in October 2024 it was agreed to lift the hosepipe ban but in doing so it could potentially raise the mains water charges from £5 to £7. The increase would not come into effect until the start of the new allotment year on 1st of October 2025 and water bills will continue to be monitored to ensure the correct contribution is paid by everyone.

The Allotment year runs from 1st October to 30th September. Invoices are sent out during August and anyone not wishing to renew their tenancy must notify the parish clerk of their intention to vacate. (1 months’ notice is required) All plots must be left in a reasonable condition.

A £50 holding deposit is required on all new tenancies to cover costs of labour and rotavating when the plot is vacated if the plot is not left in a reasonable condition. In such cases the holding deposit will not be refunded. 

The allotment plot shall be kept in clean, decent, and good condition and properly cultivated.

The allotment plot shall not be used to house or store any items that is not considered allotment related.

No nuisance or annoyance shall be caused by the tenant or to any other tenant of the allotment plots or neighbouring properties.

If an allotment is cultivated correctly and provisions are made for composting, there should be no need for bonfires. 

The Parish Council reserves the right to issue a warning to any tenant who fails to keep their allotment properly cultivated. Tenants will usually be granted 1 month to make improvements before a second warning/eviction is issued.

No livestock or poultry of any kind shall be kept upon the allotment. 

No dogs shall be kept in any area of the allotments, other than a household pet dog that may accompany you whilst attending your plot. 

Children must be always supervised, and the Parish Council accepts NO liability for accidents. 

The Tenant shall not sub-let the tenancy, or part thereof. 

The cultivation and use of allotments is at the tenant’s own risk, and the Parish Council accepts no liability for any personal injury, property damage and loss or theft of equipment, howsoever occurring from, or in relation to, the tenant’s occupation and use of the allotment. Tenants are strongly advised to take out their own insurance to cover the use and cultivation of the allotment. 

The Parish Council strongly advises all allotment holders NOT to keep expensive tools and equipment at their allotment.  
Subject to the exception stated in this paragraph, the Tenant shall NOT erect any building or other permanent structure on an allotment without first obtaining the written consent of the Parish Council. One average sized shed or greenhouse with an approx. measurement of 8ft x 6ft is permitted without permission, however the Parish Council discourages the use of concrete-based materials.

The Parish Council welcomes any efforts in saving water and supports the use of simple shed guttering, with a down pipe into a water butt. 

Any shed whether owned by the allotment holder or housed on an allotment plot prior to the start of your tenancy is your responsibility. 

Shed structures and contents should be insured by the allotment holder and the Parish Council accepts NO liability for loss. Strictly, NO chemicals, flammable liquids or petrol to be stored.

The Tenant shall maintain its boundary of all fences and ditches bordering the given allotment and shall trim and keep in good order all hedges and paths that form part of their allotment.
 
The Tenant shall not cut, lop or fell any trees growing on the allotment without first obtaining consent of the council. 

The Tenant shall not move or extend any boundary of an allotment.
 
The Tenant shall cultivate the allotment and use it to produce fruit, vegetables and flowers for personal use only. 

The Tenant shall allow access to any representative of the Parish Council should an inspection be required. It is not thought appropriate or necessary to padlock any allotment plot.

No motor vehicle shall be taken on or housed upon any allotment. 

No motor vehicle may be driven along the footpath behind the Newton Road houses at the allotments.

Vehicles should be parked at the main entrance car park area, and no vehicles are authorised beyond that point.

At the discretion of the Parish Council, parking exceptions may be made to any blue badge holder if issued by the County Council and is clearly displayed in your windscreen. 

The Parish Council does NOT permit routine access or exiting from the rear gate which comes out on an extremely dangerous bend in Newton Road.

The Parish Council is responsible for maintaining all public areas within the boundary of the allotments. 
These areas include: the Main Entrance, Car Park and the track leading up to the public footpath, the Open Space (Middlemoor Rd end by footbridge) and the Community Orchard. These areas are maintained on a monthly contract. 

If you have any questions or queries regarding your allotment or see anything that you think needs reporting, then please notify the 
Parish Clerk – Marie Swann at: parishclerk@whittlesford.org
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