WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
 OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 10TH APRIL 2018 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL.

PRESENT
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Tim Teversham – Vice Chairman
Pam Freeman
Ken Winterbottom
Martin Livermore
Jan Holmes
Will Thomas
Kirsty Davis
Eleanor Norman
Marie Swann – Parish Clerk & 4 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Jude Townley
Peter Topping
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a true record of meeting held on Tuesday 13th March 2018.

ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING /ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
LITTER PICKING - Parish Clerk reported on the great start to the Litter picking In Hill Farm Road where contractor RH Garden Services collected 14 bags of rubbish on Good Friday. An excellent job done, and clerk to look into purchasing some litter bins, by means of community chest fund application.
Chairman suggested to tackle the litter problems that we opt for 4 hours a week / RH Garden Services to invoice clerk for 16 hours a month for the first few months until we get on top of the issues around the village. Chairman also agreed to pay for rubbish sacks and have made arrangement to drop off litter bags at either The Bees in the Wall or the Memorial Hall bins.
N S & I SAVINGS – The parish council agreed to help the lawn trust with a donation towards purchasing a new lawn mower, and therefore needed to make a withdrawal / transfer from its NS & I account, better known as the Maynards funding. Both Arthur and Ken authorised the withdrawal of £33,000.00.
£15,000.00 – Lawn Mower and £18,000.00 – Parish Councils contribution to the new play area. Both cheques were signed at Aprils meeting.
GRAFFITI – Clerk has chased up SCDC for the graffiti in the bus shelter, and further graffiti has now been reported at the bottom of church lane and on the Sawston footpath.
NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE – A 20% deposit cheque for £2,811.58 and a further 30% for £4,217.36 has been paid to Sovereign Play Equipment prior to installation. There is a slight delay on installation date due to wet weather which has now been put back to early May.

UPDATE ON THE YEW HEDGE
The Planning application for the removal of the 8 yews has now been submitted and Edward Smart, Kester Lilley and Peter Carter have all been asked to provide quotations for the proposed work to remove the yews and replace them with a fence. Final arrangement will be discussed with Mr and Mrs Dunne on the fence before any work begins.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Graffiti
AGENDA ITEM 6. DONATION FOR WW1 PROJECT – Agenda item was withdrawn.
AGENDA ITEM 7. PREPERATIONS FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF A PARISH ELECTION ON 3RD MAY 2018 – 10/11 councillors returned their nomination papers to the returning officer, however  we remained uncontested and therefore did not require a parish election.
ITEM 8. PREPERATIONS FOR THIS YEARS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
This years annual parish meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 22nd May,  parish clerk has been retrieving various reports from the following groups and committees.
Reports for May’s edition of LOOK are as follow :
Chairman’s Report – Arthur Greaves
County & District Report – Peter Topping
David Toop – on behalf of the Memorial Hall Committee.
David Toop – on behalf of the Nicholas Swallow Charity
Paul Eccleston – on behalf of the Lawn Trust
Martin Livermore – on behalf of the Millennium Group
Meg Holland – on behalf of the Whittlesford Society
Whitsers Playgroup were invited to serve refreshments but were finding it difficult to find committee members to help. 
It was therefore offered to William Westley’s PTA, and Kirsty Davis accepted on their behalf. The parish council will provide the refreshments and pay a donation to the PTA of £100.
Karen Wright and Meg Holland were both invited to give a brief presentation on their village projects.
Clerk has liaised with David Wright from the LOOK team, to discuss a 4 page centre supplement.
ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
Despite being a very quiet month on planning, the parish council were asked for suggestions on the naming of the new development at 83 Moorfield Rd. Various names were put forward, but nothing was agreed as appropriate.
ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
District and County council report - Cllr Peter Topping - Whittlesford Parish Council
April 2018
Roads
1. The County Council will be carrying out surface dressing on roads in South Cambs once the cold weather has gone so this is likely to be the spring/early summer. I will be trying to get the highways teams to – at the same time – work on the potholes. 
2. The county council has been allocated £1.6m by the govt for pothole repairs to our roads, £600k more than had initially been indicated, so early engagement with the highways depot at Whittlesford is advisable to get potholes filled in using this money.
3. I have written to the sector police supt. to ask that Station Road and Royston Road are blitzed to enforce the parking regulations which are being flouted by commuters. This followed several complaints from residents. 
4. The county council is building on the success of its superfast broadband programme which saw coverage rise from 60% in 2010 to 96% by 2018. Now the emphasis is on improving the mobile coverage across the county, both voice and data, which is below the national average. The county council is putting £19m into this and the Combined Authority £5m. 
5. The Combined Authority agreed funding for several housing projects at its meeting last week which I attended as a member. This included money to sort out the flood risk defences at Northstowe to unlock Phase 2 of the new town, allowing 3,500 homes to be built, 1700 of which will be affordable houses. This helps to reduce the pressure on our villages because the more development we can have at Northstowe and Waterbeach the less there needs to be across our district – although some development in our villages is needed and can be expected. 
6. Following complaints from people living in Butts Green about overgrown trees I have had the council out and they will be cutting them back – it was proving impossible for people to use allocated parking spaces.
7. The work on masterplanning the railway station and the surrounding area starts in May. This is a result of the parish council and me working with the various councils to get the money to make this important infrastructure work started.
8. The government has announced a consultation on how best to deal with illegal traveller sites. This is relevant for South Cambs villages because the unlawful trespass that occurred in Whittlesford last summer took both time and money for landowners – often the parish council as the landowner of recreation grounds etc – to resolve, as well as taking time and money for the district and county councils to help villages with advice and also clear up afterwards. 
Please contact me directly if there are issues on which I can help or advise on: you can email me on peterwwtopping@gmail.com or call on 07825876582. You can see what I am doing by going to www.councillortopping.com which is my blog, or on twitter @petertopping


ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS WERE APPROVED
13TH MARCH – 10TH APRIL 2018 (MONTH 1)
PAYMENTS MADE BY DIRECT DEBIT / STANDING ORDER
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                140.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                                140.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                              160.00
Price Bailey (Payroll Services)                                                       25.80                                  
Sovereign Play (20% deposit – Newton Rd)                         2,811.58
Sovereign Play (30% deposit – Newton Rd)                        4,217.36
Lewis Tree Surgery (Fallen tree work at Middlemoor)         330.00
Butler Brothers (Newton Rd Open Space)                           4,200.00
Butler Brothers (Newton Rd Open Space)                               960.00
Jo Denny (NP Admin final pay & holiday)                                179.31
Jo Denny (Work from Home Allowance)                                   53.50
Jo Denny (NP Admin Expenses)                                                   51.69
Trudie Davidson (NP Admin)                                                      304.00
Marie Swann (Clerks Work from Home Allowance)                 53.50
Marie Swann (Clerks Ex of Stationery, Ink, postage etc)       136.08
Marie Swann (Clerks Travel Ex to Cambourne)                         16.20
John Guest (fees for submitting planning app)                       550.00
John Guest (Planning app re: Yew Hedge)                               231.00
RH Garden Services (Litter Picking Hill Farm Rd)                    249.99
 ACCOUNTS PAID                                                                 £14,673.93
BANK TRANSFER FROM NS & I TO BARCLAYS 
Transfer from NS & I (24th March)                                        33,000.00
The Lawn Trust (Donation towards Play Equipment)        18,000.00
The Lawn Trust (Donation towards Lawn Mower)             15,000.00
Both of the above will be paid by cheque from the Barclays account.
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID INCLUDING TRANSFER              £47,673.93                                                     
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
A Arbon (Half yearly rent due for Stonehill Field)                   127.50
J Jennings (Half yearly rent due for Vicarage Lane)                193.75
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                   £321.25

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
None
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next parish council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 8th May 2018
We said goodbye to Martin Livermore as he stood down from his councillorship after Aprils meeting. Chairman – Arthur Greaves thanked Martin for his 15 years of service to the parish council.
Martin was given a round of applause and all councillors wished him and his wife Chris every happiness in their new adventure.
Meeting closed at 8.20pm
