ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Whittlesford Parish Council welcomed its Parishioners to the Annual Parish Meeting on Friday 22nd May 2026
Meeting was held in the Main Hall of the Memorial Hall.
MINUTES
Present: Chair Richard Williams, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Emma Dunn, David Cunado, Ian Beeby, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 32 members of the public.
Item 1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Philip James, Richard Redman, Felicity de Vries, Marc van Niekerk, Michael Kilpatrick and County Councillor Peter McDonald.

Item 2. Signing of the minutes
The minutes of the previous APM held on Friday 17th May 2025 were signed at the Parish Council meeting in June 2025.

Item 3. Annual Report & Announcements from the Chair
Chair Richard Williams presented his annual report and other announcements in a presentation and notes from the presentation can be found on the parish website under minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting.

Item 4. Annual Reports from village clubs, groups, and organisations
Annual reports received from village clubs, groups and organisations were a centre page supplement of the May edition of LOOK. Whittlesford Parish Council thanked the Look team, and special thanks went to Chris Livermore for all the hard work and editing to fit all the reports in.
Full annual reports from all village organisations can also be found on the village website under minutes of the Annual Parish meeting.


Item 5. Open Forum
The following matters were raised in open forum:
Balance sheet and assets. The parish Council confirmed that this is a current project in hand to obtain up to date valuations of parish owned land for its asset register.
The chair was asked where we are at with the Neighbourhood Plan. There is no real update on this other than it is a matter that needs discussion to decide if we go ahead or not. Estimated costs are in the region of £20,000.
Allotment funding was mentioned asking if any funding had been applied for. If there are some proposed projects come forward the council will assess any possible funding requirements.
Relationship between the Parish Council and The Lawn Trust goes from strength to strength as the lawn struggles to raise money. The Parish Council looks further into the governance and how it could be more independent.
Bollards at Hill Farm Road were raised. These bollards are in fact a County Council matter, however the parish Council recognises that they are in need of replacing and will again forward the matter to the County highways for attention.
Station Road parking, congested, residents want something done with the parking charges at the NCP car park. Community board of Cam Valley rail user group.
Nothing happening with the Station Road development either.
What happened about the proposal for a lift to get across to the other side of the station? This was ruled out as Whittlesford Parkway did not meet the criteria to have a lift as we can access both sides of the station platforms via steps and also there is road access to both sides, so we were not considered as a priority station to have a lift.
Is the 20mph system working. Recent data recorded approx. speed of 28 – 38.
What are the Parish Council plans on Biodiversity? The Parish Council does have a Biodiversity policy, it perhaps does need updating and this is something that the Environment, footpath and open space committee can look at. 
New Tiger on demand bus service will begin later this year.
Noise and loud music reported at the Scrapyard site at Station Road.
Chair confirmed that he has already reported this to the relevant authorities at South Cambs and they will be investigating.
Refreshment Break
Light refreshments provided by the Parish Council and served by the Whitsers Playgroup Committee were available.
Whittlesford Parish Council thanked the Whitsers Playgroup Committee.
Short Presentations
A short presentation was made by a representative of the Eco Whittlesford Group and The Lawn Trust.

Item 6. Presentation of Honorary Freedom of the Parish to Mr Arthur Greaves. 
Former Chairman of the Parish Council Arthur Greaves was presented with an Honorary Freedom of the Parish award framed certificate following his dedicated service to Whittlesford Parish Council. The award was presented by the current Chair Richard Williams. Arthur Greaves received applause from everyone present.

Item 7. Date of next meeting.
The date of the next APM is yet to be confirmed but is expected to be around the 14th of May 2027.

The Chair thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting.

