WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 HELD ON TUESDAY 9th JUNE 2026 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT: Chair Richard Williams, Philip James, Pam Freeman,HH Ian Beeby, Emma Dunn, Jan Holmes, Marc van Niekerk, David Cunado, Michael Kilpatrick, Richard Redman and Felicity de Vries, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, County Councillor Peter McDonald, and 3 members of the public. 
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Marc van Niekerk declared an interest in item 12. Cllr Niekerk will leave the meeting for this item. 
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council both held on Tuesday 12th May were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk met with the Internal auditor for an independent review of the parish accounts prior to the accounts undergoing an internal audit. The accounts are now submitted to the External auditors.
Dog bin at Vicarage Lane has now been replaced.
A response to the East West Rail Consultation had been submitted on behalf of the Parish Council.

 
ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
Chair announced that he met with Highways to discuss outstanding matters at Newton Road. A problematic sunken dip at Newton Road has been visible for some time and reported on several occasions. Highways confirmed that they will be investigating this further, and work is expected to be within 1 to 2 months. Also agreed was the reinstating of the while lining and dragon teeth at Newton Road.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM 
It was noted that the allotment gate had been lifted off the hinges. Some locking pins will be added, and the gate is to be rehung, and key code lock moved up the gate for added security.

ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
	District Council Report June 2026  
	

	District Report
Cllr Richard Williams
Development Corporation
The Government has announced that it intended to press ahead with establishing a Development Corporation for South Cambridgeshire and to strip planning powers from the District Council for any development over 250 homes. The Development Corporation would last for “at least” 25 years. 
This is not surprising as it has been clear for a while that the Government has been determined to take control of planning in our area. However, I am very concerned about the impact that this could have on the village. A Development Corporation will mean that significant planning decisions will be made by unelected bureaucrats rather than councillors, so our ability to influence what happens to the village will be much reduced. Combined with the Government plan to effectively remove Green Belt protection from land around train stations, the likelihood of significant development coming forward in the village is therefore likely to increase. 
In terms of the Development Corporation generally, it is being presented by the Government as the answer to Cambridge’s housing and infrastructure challenges. No one disputes that Cambridge and south Cambs face real challenges with infrastructure falling behind housebuilding. We face severe constraints around water supply, sewage treatment, transport congestion and energy infrastructure. These are the factors currently limiting growth. Yet the Government has offered no real detail about how a Development Corporation would solve these problems. There has been no package of specific infrastructure funding announced alongside the announcement of Development Corporation, and many questions remain unanswered about how the Corporation would operate in practice. So all we have at the moment is a decision to remove local control and accountability from planning, but no strategy or funding to solve the real problems we face. 
I am encouraging the District Council to do everything it can, including exploring a legal challenge, to resist the Government taking direct control of planning on our area. If the development corporation goes through, we would become the only Districts in England that aren’t allowed to control decision making in planning across their whole area – which is not acceptable. 
Zero Carbon Community Grants
In more positive news, the District Council has launched a new round of Zero Carbon Communities Grant. The Council has committed £152,000 to support projects that reduce carbon emissions, improve nature recovery and strengthen community engagement. The maximum grant available is £19,500 per project.
Applications are open until 24 July 2026 and further information can be found on the South Cambs website (or just search “South Cambs Zero Carbon Grants”) : https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant
Other Village Matters. 
I am dealing with a number of issues in the village related to the use of the old Scrap Yard on Station Road West, the Midsummer Energy site on Mill Lane and the Aerodrome Service Station near Burma and Ledo Roads. 


	Cambs County Council

Woodland Initiative
Cambridgeshire County Council is inviting communities, landowners and farmers to come forward if they have land suitable for new woodland, hedgerow creation, and nature recovery, as part of a campaign to rebuild the county’s depleted tree cover.
Cambridgeshire is one of the most tree‑depleted counties in England, with intensive agriculture and the loss of traditional hedgerows leaving habitats fragmented and wildlife increasingly isolated.
The Woodland Creation project, led by Cambridgeshire County Council and funded by the Forestry Commission, aims to reverse this trend by increasing tree and woodland canopy cover and expanding hedgerows across the county, to open up potential opportunities, such as agroforestry.
The project delivers a wide range of benefits including climate resilience, carbon storage, flood management, improved biodiversity, cleaner air and better public health.
The initiative directly aligns with the council’s ambition for a green and sustainable Cambridgeshire, helping to expand and better connect woodland and hedgerow networks across the county and to restore nature.
Woodland creation will ensure new planting strengthens ecological networks and delivers maximum benefit for both wildlife and people. By creating new woodland and hedgerow corridors, the project aims to support thriving nature, manage flooding more effectively, store carbon and create healthier, more resilient landscapes.

This campaign also links closely with Cambridgeshire County Council’s ‘Nature Recovery – From the Ground Up’ project, which supports local communities to develop their own Community Nature Recovery Plans, helping people identify and deliver nature recovery projects that matter most to them while informed by the Local Nature Recovery Strategy.
The Council is now inviting expressions of interest from community and parish groups, landowners and farmers with land of 0.5 hectares or more that may be suitable for tree planting, woodland creation, hedgerow improvement or wider nature recovery initiatives.
Priority will be given to:
· Lower‑grade agricultural land
· Sites next to existing habitats such as woodland, wetlands or meadows
· Land that can help connect ecological networks across Cambridgeshire.
Those interested are encouraged to complete the secure online form by 30 June 2026 for the 2026/27 planting season. Further information about the offers to support the delivery of these woodlands will be available over the next couple of months: Woodland Creation | Cambridgeshire County Council


Quality of Life Survey
Cambridgeshire County Council has launched its annual Quality of Life survey, inviting residents to share their views on life in Cambridgeshire and the issues that matter most to them and their communities.
The survey supports the council’s vision of a healthy, fair and sustainable Cambridgeshire, where everyone can thrive now and in the future.
The survey helps the council and its partners understand residents’ experiences and priorities across the county.
By gathering feedback from a large and representative cross‑section of communities, the findings provide valuable insight to support business planning, policy development, and decision‑making, as well as helping to understand how changes to public services are affecting people’s lives.
This insight is used to help shape the council’s Business Plan and Budget, tracking progress against the council’s Strategic Framework ambitions over time.
The online and telephone survey will capture the views of around 5,500 residents and is being delivered in partnership with Cambridge Ahead and the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority.
The 20‑minute survey is being carried out by independent market research company Thinks Insight, which aims to speak to a representative sample of approximately 1,100 residents aged 18 and over in each of Cambridgeshire’s five district areas, ensuring a broad and balanced range of perspectives.
Residents will be asked about a range of topics, including life and community, transport, health and wellbeing, children and young people, and perceptions of the council and its services.
Previous survey findings have shown that many residents feel happy, safe and have a strong sense of belonging, with Cambridgeshire widely seen as a good place to raise children.
They have also highlighted areas where residents would like to see improvement, such as road and pavement maintenance, the cost of living, and mental health and loneliness.
Alongside the random sample, all residents are encouraged to take part via the council’s website at: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey
The survey will remain open into the summer and close on 5 August 2026, after which responses will be analysed and shared with councillors and the public in the autumn.
The results will help inform council discussions and priorities for the years ahead.
Residents who are contacted directly will be approached by the council’s commissioned research service, Field Locker, who will identify themselves as working on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council and provide contact details for verification.
Participants will not be asked for identifying personal details or any financial information.



Peter McDonald June 1st, 2026

ITEM 8. EAST WEST RAIL
The Parish Council has been invited to join the South Cambridgeshire Rail Group (SCRG), which is a consortium of Parish Councils formed to coordinate the local response to East West Rail Group. There is a membership fee of £50 to cover administrative costs, which will be paid to Haslingfield Parish Council as the coordinating body.
Councillors discussed the proposal to join the group and were unanimously in favour given the potential impact of EWR constriction routes through the village. It was thought beneficial to have one member of the Highways Committee also attend future meetings.
Cllr Williams proposed that the Parish Council Join the Group. Cllr James seconded.
RESOLVED UNANIMOSLY that Whittlesford Parish Council will join the SCRG and pay the £50 fee. 

ITEM 9. RE-ADOPT LGA CODE OF CONDUCT
The Parish Council discussed the updated version of the LGA code of conduct and resolved to confirm it as the adopted Code for the Council.
Proposed by Cllr Williams. Seconded by Cllr 
RESOLVED UNANIMOSLY that the LGA Model Code of Conduct be adopted as the Code of Conduct for the Parish Council.

ITEM 10. ADOPT RESERVE POLICY
The Parish Council discussed the draft reserve policy drawn up by Cllr Williams and circulated to all Parish Councillors. The Policy sets out what money is earmarked and set aside for upcoming projects as well as reserve funding that the council is obliged to retain for emergencies.
Cllr Williams Proposed that the Policy be adopted. Cllr Cunado seconded.
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY that the Reserve Policy be adopted by the Council. 

ITEM 11. TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE APPLICATION OF A NEW BANK ACCOUNT TO REPLACE THE NS & I ACCOUNT
Whittlesford Parish Council agreed at recent finance meeting that it would move the funds held in the NS & I account to a saving account that gave a better interest rate. The agreed saver account will be opened with Redwood Bank. Clerk to set up the account and both Chair and Vice-chair will be signatories.
Proposed by Cllr Williams that the new bank account be opened. Seconded by Cllr 
RESOLVED UNANMOUSLY to open a bank account with Redwood Bank.

ITEM 12. TO DISCUSS GRANT APPLICATION FROM WHITTLESFORD WARRIORS
Whittlesford Parish Council considered a grant application from Whittlesford Warriors U10’s for a new season football kit and equipment. 
RESOLVED UNANIMOSLY that Whittlesford Parish Council awarded funding of £853.93.

ITEM 13. TO DISCUSS QUOTATION FOR REPLACEMENT LITTER BIN
Having previously received a request to replace the litter bin outside of the village shop, it became apparent that the bin was not the property of the parish council and therefore it was not the responsibility of the parish council to replace it.
RESOLVED: Not to proceed with the purchase of a replacement litter bin. 
ITEM 14. TO DISCUSS ‘WELCOME TO WHITTLESFORD LETTER’
South Cambs District Council sent out a template Welcome pack to all parishes which is designed to welcome new residents to the village and gives them all the information that they might find useful.
Whittlesford Parish Council agreed this would be something of interest to new residents and could also publish the ‘Welcome to Whittlesford Annual Tea Party’ date and venue alongside the Welcome pack.
RESOLVED: that a small working group of Councillors Williams, Cunado would work on drafting a Welcome to Whittlesford letter.

ITEM 15. PLANNING REPORT
Planning reference: 26/01699/HUL
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and rear flat roofed room and the erection of single storey front, side and rear extensions and rear roof extension to add first floor accommodation.
Site address: 126 Duxford Road Whittlesford.

Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.

Planning Reference: 26/00612/FUL
Proposal: Installation of 2 jet washes
Site address: Aerodrome Service Station Royston Rd Duxford.

RESOLVED: Whittlesford Parish Council will object to this application for the following reasons:
Objection 1- noise pollution preventing reasonable use of enjoyment of the gardens and impact on bedrooms during summer months (windows open) and weekends. We do not accept the technical rebuttal from the applicant that the noise from the jet washes would actually be lower than the ambient noise.
The jet washes were removed from the original application 23/01609/FUL to address Environmental Health concerns and therefore allow the application to proceed. Those environmental concerns remain despite the technical rebuttal from the applicant.
Objection 2 - jet washes will significantly reduce the number of parking bays on the facilities resulting in increased traffic safety issues. The site is already experiencing a large number of vehicles, to access the commercial facilities on site rather than for fuel.
This traffic is already outgrowing the available parking bays. Removing a significant number of the parking bays will cause additional congestion on site that could spill onto the highway and create a safety hazard.

ITEM 16. ACCOUNTS - MONTH 3/2026/27
[bookmark: _Hlk211859468]Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 3 2026/27
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 13th May 2026 - 9th June 2026
ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Banking Charges                                                   8.50                                                                                                                             
SSE Street Lighting                                                             80.26 Vat - £13.38
One.com NP Plan Website fee                                           7.19 Vat - £1.20
Amazon account folders                                                    16.75 Vat - £2.79
Glasdon dog bin post fixing kit at Vicarage Lane           89.10 Vat - £14.85
Employers & Employees’ Pension Contribution          281.14                          
Parish Clerk Salary 78 hours + Holiday                       1,680.78                                                                                      
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                             483.82
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                            200.00
Allotments & Community Orchard                                200.00
Tap Repair at Allotments                                                   30.00
Remove old and replace new dog bin                             50.00
Parish Cemetery Maintenance May hours                   300.00
Cambs County Council LHI Submission Station Rd      250.00
Enforcement Services the Lawn                                 2,576.88 Vat - £429.48
MD Landscapes Verge cut                                               660.00
Whitsers Donation                                                            100.00
Whitsers APM Provisions                                                  73.59
Whittlesford Warriors                                                     853.93
East West Rail Group fees                                                 50.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                        £7,991.91

VAT for Month 3 2026/27                                             £461.70

NO ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                              

ITEM 17. CORRESPONDENCE
No item of correspondence received was raised for further discussion. 

ITEM 18. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 14th July 2026.
These minutes remain in draft form until they have been formally approved at the next meeting of 14th July.

Signed by Chair of meeting:




In the absence of Cllr Richard Williams, Cllr Philip James signed this set of minutes at Parish Council meeting of 14th July 2026.





WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Meeting As Trustee of the Whittlesford Memorial Hall
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 9th JUNE 2026 (Following conclusion of monthly Parish Council meeting) 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

AGENDA
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council are summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The press and public may be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

ITEM 1. To approve 2026/27 budget from the Memorial Hall Management 
Committee.

Whittlesford Parish Council approved the proposed budget for the Memorial Hall Management Committee.

