WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 HELD ON TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2026 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT:
Chair, Richard Williams, Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Ian Beeby, David Cunado, Richard Redman, Marc van Niekerk, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 12 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Emma Dunn and Michael Kilpatrick.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Philip James declared an interest in item 12 as he arranged for a friend to provide a quotation for the NROS and declared a further interest in item 14 not wishing to take part in the discussion.
David Cunado declared an interest in item 15 reference to 97 Duxford Road as a close proximity neighbour.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2026 were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Whittlesford Parish Council submitted a report on the public consultation of the NPPF and to confirm that the resurfacing of footpath 2 was now complete. (Further details in Chairs announcements item 5).


ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
Footpath 2 to Sawston: Cllr Williams reported that the path upgrade was completed in mid-February and has received very positive feedback from the village. The grant money of £25K was paid shortly after completion. Cllr Williams reported that he had discussed upgrading the next section of the path (over the white bridge) with Sawston PC, who seemed keen to apply for further grants if/when they become available. Cllr Williams will keep in touch with Sawston PC about this. 

Cycle Path on Duxford Road: Cllrs Williams, Cunado, James and Beeby have met with the County team responsible for the shared walking/cycle path plan. The scheme has been under revision after an independent safety audit raised concerns about the safety of the proposed path as it crossed the houses near Station Road West. The PC will consider the County’s new proposals in the April meeting.  

National Planning Changes affecting the Village. 
A sub-group of cllrs had drawn up a response to proposed changes to planning rules proposing a ‘default yes’ to any development within walking distance of railway stations like ours, even on Green Belt land.  The PC response opposed the changes. Our key reasons for not supporting the changes are that they:
1. Undermine Plan-Led Development: The proposed changes effectively predetermine acceptable locations for development based on rail proximity rather than local strategies established in up-to-date local plans. 
2. Unjustifiably undermines Green Belt Protections: The proposed policy allows for the alteration of Green Belt boundaries outside of the local plan making process, fundamentally undermining special strategies and the plan-led process. 
3. Conflicts With Local Strategy and Infrastructure Planning: The proposed policy risks delivery of development where infrastructure has not been properly sequenced and where local transport, utilities, education and healthcare capacity has not been assessed as part of a coordinated development strategy, risking piecemeal and unplanned growth.
4. Loss of Local Control: The draft’s “default yes” provisions would diminish the weight of local plan policies that do not align with these criteria, particularly in rural areas where local context, poor transport connections to railway stations, are important considers for ensuring sustainable development. 

Development Corporation
The Government is proposing removing planning powers from South Cambs council and giving them to an appointed development corporation. This would undermine local democracy and remove our ability to control or influence development in our area. A draft consultation response opposing the Development Corporation has been circulated and will be agreed prior to the government consultation closing. 

ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
Re raised the installation of new posts to house the speed monitors at Duxford Rd, Hill Farm Road and Newton Road.
The third public session for the mosaic art project will take place at the Memorial Hall on Sunday 22nd March from 11am to 4pm.
All members of the public welcome to attend.
Posters will be published around the village.
ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
	Parish Council Report March 2026  

	

	Cambs County Council

Record spending on roads, thousands of extra school places and support for vulnerable residents underpin Cambridgeshire County Council’s ambitious budget, approved by a majority of Councillors in Feb. By approving the 2026–29 Business Plan and Budget, Councillors have approved a legal, balanced budget that also drives investment for vital services that communities say matter most to them. The nearly £1.3 billion Business and Budget Plan include a number of investments aligned with the council’s three new ambitions:

Supporting a green and sustainable county
To improve day to day journeys for drivers, cyclists and bus users, it has allocated an additional £20m for highway maintenance, on top of Government funding, to provide safer and more reliable roads across Cambridgeshire.
The council will also continue to provide leadership and deliver its Climate Change and Environment Strategy.

Enabling full and healthy lives for all
To support older people, adults with disabilities and families, who rely on care every day, the council is allocating £14.7m of additional funding for adult social care providers. This will help them to manage rising costs and ensure care workers are paid the Real Living Wage, improving stability and quality for those who depend on care workers for their support.
Ensuring fairness and opportunity
To help families under pressure from the cost-of-living crisis, the council is prioritising £1m to continue holiday meal vouchers for the children most in need, through to the end of summer 2026. As the Government withdraws the Household Support Fund, the council will also use its new £5m Crisis and Resilience Fund to provide a wider range of anti-poverty measures, offering practical support to households facing financial challenges.

The plan will create 3,500 new primary school places and invest £72 million over five years to increase secondary school places, including at Alconbury Weald and North‑West Cambridge. It also includes £780,000 a year to run a children’s residential home in South Cambridgeshire, as well as continued funding for the Families First programme, an early‑intervention project that helps keep more families together and is supported by the £6.7 million Children’s, Families and Youth Grant. In addition, more than £1.2 million will be invested in libraries and archives over the next two years.

The plans discussed included an increase of council tax by 4.99%, the maximum permitted by Government for county councils, as is the case in nearly all councils across England, and the level assumed by Government in setting its grant allocations. A total 2% of this increase is specifically for adult social care funding. The increase will generate around £21million in additional funding and help the council continue providing the essential services people rely on. This will mean that for a Band D property, the County Council’s share of Council Tax would increase by £84.78 a year, or £1.63 a week.

Low Income Family Tracker
Councillors at the Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee approved procurement of a data-led system that will allow more targeted support for low-income families in order to address and prevent poverty.

The new data-led system will be delivered in collaboration with the district and city councils across Cambridgeshire and is expected to help: 

· Identify missed benefits– such as those that should be claiming national benefits like Pension Credit, but are not doing so
· Increase access to Free School Meals by notifying eligible families not currently receiving this support, with the knock-on effect of also securing additional pupil premium funding for schools
· Identify geographic pockets of need at a hyper-local level to support the planning and delivery of other council services
· South Cambridgeshire District Council have already adopted such a system, and in the last 12 months has secured nearly 1,000 additional claims for residents which are worth over £500k to residents in their first year alone, with a lifetime value of nearly £4 million based on average claim lengths.
	
The committee unanimously approved procurement of the new system for an annual cost of between £200-£220k, for a 3-year period (for a total contract value of £600k-£660k).

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has confirmed that the full cost can be paid for using funding provided to the council by the Government’s new Crisis and Resilience Fund.

Data-led systems used in other areas have shown a return on investment of over £400 for each £1 spent. This new platform will enable the council to focus on preventing residents from falling into poverty by building their financial resilience, reducing their future vulnerability and the need for subsequent more costly crisis interventions.

Following the approval of the Business Plan and Budget for 2026-27 earlier this month, the council has committed to ensuring fairness and opportunity wherever we can by investing in targeted interventions that help move people out of poverty and build long-term financial stability and independence. Procurement of this new system is a key milestone in delivering on this ambition for the people of Cambridgeshire.

Highways
728 potholes were filled in S Cambs in week 8. There are 513 outstanding. We are trying to set up highways call for Parishes March 9th 6pm. The Highways Committee agenda is here: https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2567/Committee/62/Default.aspx



	



Peter McDonald March 2nd 2026



Cllr Richard Williams
District Council Budget 2026/27
The District Council has now set its budget for the coming financial year.
As expected, the administration has proposed a Council Tax increase at the maximum level permitted without triggering a referendum. I voted against this increase. Whilst I recognise the financial pressures facing local government, I do not believe that continually raising Council Tax to the limit each year is sustainable for residents already facing significant cost-of-living pressures.
The budget also included increases in council house rents above the rate of inflation. Again, I voted against this. At a time when many tenants are struggling with household bills, increasing rents beyond inflation adds further strain to some of the most financially vulnerable residents in our district.
That said, there were elements of the budget that I supported. Continued commitment to the Council’s Climate and Nature Strategy is welcome, including investment in energy efficiency of council housing stock and wider environmental initiatives. These measures not only help address the climate emergency but can also reduce long-term running costs.
The budget-maintained funding for core statutory services and key community support programmes, which is important given ongoing economic uncertainty.
In summary, whilst I support several of the Council’s strategic priorities — particularly on the environment— I believe the approach taken on Council Tax and social rents places too much burden on residents and tenants. I will continue to argue for a more balanced approach that protects frontline services while recognising the financial pressures facing households across South Cambridgeshire.
South Cambridgeshire Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Consultation
South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council are currently consulting on the introduction of a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for the Greater Cambridge area. The consultation runs from 16 February to 29 March 2026 and seeks views on the proposed charging schedule and supporting evidence before it is submitted for independent examination. 
The consultation documents and response portal can be accessed here:
https://oc2.greatercambridgeplanning.org/document/1334
CIL is a standard planning charge that local authorities can apply to new development in order to fund infrastructure required to support growth. More than half of planning authorities in England now operate a CIL scheme. Currently South Cambridgeshire does not have an adopted CIL, and most infrastructure contributions are secured through negotiated Section 106 planning obligations linked to individual planning permissions. These agreements typically fund local mitigation measures such as schools, healthcare facilities, open space, play areas, libraries and community facilities. 
The councils consider that the existing system is less effective at funding major strategic infrastructure, particularly transport improvements required to support planned growth across Greater Cambridge. Section 106 contributions are limited to impacts directly related to individual developments and can also delay planning decisions due to negotiation. The proposed role of CIL is therefore primarily to collect pooled contributions from development towards larger strategic infrastructure projects, particularly transport schemes required to accommodate growth. 
For Parish Councils an important feature of CIL is the neighbourhood portion. Where a parish has an adopted Neighbourhood Plan, up to 25% of CIL receipts from development within the parish area would be passed directly to the Parish Council to support local infrastructure or community priorities. In areas without a Neighbourhood Plan the portion would be 15%.  This would represent a new and more predictable source of locally controlled infrastructure funding compared with the current position where no CIL operates in South Cambridgeshire.
Local Government Reorganisation Consultation
The Government has opened a public consultation on proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, seeking views on different structural options for replacing the current two-tier arrangements with new unitary authorities. The consultation considers four proposals submitted by councils across the area, including “Option B”, which is supported by South Cambridgeshire District Council (alongside Cambridge City and East Cambridgeshire District Councils) and would create two unitary councils: one for Greater Cambridge (Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire) and one for North Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. Residents, parish councils and local organisations can respond directly to the Government’s consultation via the official portal: 
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough/



ITEM 8. TO CONSIDER GRANT APPLICATION FROM WILLIAM WESTLEY PTA

Whittlesford Parish Council considered a grant application received from William Westley School PTA. The funding was to go towards a Sensory garden project at the school. Whittlesford Parish Council were very happy to support the application and awarded William Westley the sum of £1,000.
Funds will be transferred to account details provided. 


ITEM 9. TO CONSIDER GRANT APPLICATION FROM WHITSERS PLAYGROUP

Whittlesford Parish Council also considered a grant application received from Whitsers Preschool Playgroup. The funding requested was also for a garden project. Whittlesford Parish Council were very happy to support the application and awarded Whitsers Playgroup the sum of £1,000.
Funds will be transferred to account details provided. 



ITEM 10. TO DISCUSS THE TIGER ON DEMAND BUS SERVICE AND    NOMINATION OF BUS STOPS.

Potential New Bus Service in the Village
The Parish Council has been asked to nominate bus stops in the village for the potential expansion of the ‘Tiger on Demand Bus’ to Whittlesford in the summer of this year. The expansion of the service is being funded (in principle) through S106 monies received and is run by the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority. Whittlesford has been offered up to 4 bus stops. 

The PC welcomed the potential new bus service for the village. It is important that all residents have access to the new service, so the PC chose to nominate bus stops that provided fair access for all parts of the village. The nominated stops are Duxford Road (Station Rd West/Royston Road end), The Lawn (at existing bus shelters), a stop near Beech Tree Lane on West End and Middlemoor Road (at the existing bus shelter).

Cllr Williams will explore whether additional stops at the IWM or near Heathfield might be possible to help Burma and Ledo Road residents. 

ITEM 11. TO CONFIRM ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

This year’s Annual Parish meeting will be held on Friday 22nd May from 7.30pm. Meeting usually lasts no longer than 2 hours.
It was suggested and agreed to use the main hall at no extra cost.
It was agreed that the Parish Council will invite Whitsers Playgroup Committee to serve refreshments and that the Parish Council will fund the cost of all provisions and pay a £100 sponsor to Whitsers for their service provided.
Clerk has emailed all clubs, groups and societies asking for an annual report and all reports are expected by 30th March to ensure we meet the publishing cut off for the May edition of LOOK.
Agenda items are yet to be confirmed but they will be published along with the annual reports in LOOK. 


ITEM 12. TO CONSIDER OTHER QUOTATION FOR THE PLAY EQUIPMENT AT THE NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE

The Parish Council considered a further quotation for the repairs and maintenance of the play equipment at the Newton Road Open Space.
The estimated quotation was for £650 which was approved by the Parish Council. Work is expected to begin as soon as possible.

ITEM 13. DOG BIN REQUEST FOR THE MAYNARDS OPEN SPACE

A request was received for a dog bin at Maynards.
It has become noticeable that there is excess dog waste at the open space.
It was therefore agreed that a dog bin should be installed somewhere close to the Maynards Open Space.

ITEM 14. NICHOLAS SWALLOW CHARITY PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Whittlesford Parish Council carefully considered the request submitted on behalf of the Nicholas Swallow Charity relating to a proposed amendment to the charity scheme removing the rights of the Parish Council to nominate six of the charity’s trustees

The Council recognises the very important work undertaken by the Charity, the individual work of its trustees, and remains fully committed to supporting effective governance arrangements that allow the Charity to continue its valuable role in the village. However, after consideration of the reasons provided, the Council does not consider that sufficient justification has been presented for removing the Parish Council’s nomination rights.

The Parish Council would very much welcome a discussion with the Charity about any perceived weaknesses with current arrangements for the nomination of trustees and ways that the appointment process can be improved.



ITEM 15. PLANNING
1. Planning Ref: 26/00612/FUL
Proposal: Installation of two jet washes and associated works.
Site address: Aerodrome Service Station 38 Royston Road Duxford.
Whittlesford Parish Council objects as the proposed development would have a significant adverse impact on residential amenity on the dwellings behind the development on Burma Road. The proposed jet washes cause unacceptable noise into the rear gardens off the neighbouring Burma Road residents, limiting their use and enjoyment of their amenities.
Further, the proposed jet washes were removed from the original application, 23/01609/FUL to address concerns from Environmental Health - those concerns are still valid. Lastly, the proposed Jet washes would remove 2 parking spaces from the site which given the significant retail presence on the site risks congestion that could spill on the highway and / or block access into Leda Road, which is already a challenging junction.
2. Planning Ref: 26/00609/S73
Proposal: S73 to vary condition 2 (Approved plans) and the removal of condition 4 (Privacy Screens) of planning permission 24/01188/HFUL (Part two, part single storey side and rear extensions with alterations to glazing and doors, along with balustrades) addition of new skylight in first floor ensuite and condition 4 to be removed, as it relates to submitted balcony drawing, this condition was never discharged and built on site.
Site address: 97 Duxford Road Whittlesford Cambridge.
Whittlesford Parish Council is not clear about what is being applied for here. It is supportive of the screen being in place and has been assured by the applicant that will be the case. If, as it would therefore appear, that the screen that was required by condition 4 of Application 24/01188/HFUL will be installed we don't understand why the condition would be removed. If this were to allow for the future removal of the screen, the Parish Council would not support on grounds of loss of privacy for the neighbouring property. If the variation of condition would simply be to remove the need for prior LPA approval that was never discharged, but the requirement for screens would stay in place, the Parish would have no objection.
3. Planning Ref: 26/00461/S19LB
Proposal: S19 to vary condition 2 (Approved plans) of listed building consent 23/02825/LBC (Alterations to Buildings 7 and 9. Internal alterations include removal of plant and ducts, new partition walls and doors, infilling openings, duct and services work, lighting. External alterations include removal of plant and enclosure and pipework, new condenser unit, replacement doors, new windows, infill of louvre, lighting protection system, lighting, CCTV.) to change to location of a camera installed on site.
Site address: Imperial War Museum Royston Road Duxford.
Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.
4. Planning Ref: 26/00400/S73
Proposal: S73 to vary condition 2 (Approved plans) of planning permission 23/02816/FUL (Reconfiguration of Building 173 to provide two stores, a plant room and entrance lobby. Internal works include removal of walls, windows, doors and boarding and addition of insulation, infilling of windows and doors, new partition walls and doors, duct and services alterations. External works include infilling of windows, replacement doors, ventilation louvre, upgrading of roof, maintenance of rainwater goods, stepped access, lighting protection system, CCTV camera) to change to location of a camera installed on site.
Site address: Imperial War Museum Royston Road Duxford.
Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.

5. Planning Ref: 26/00381/S73
Proposal: S73 to vary condition 2 (Approved plans) of planning permission 23/01609/FUL (Demolition of the existing dwelling, sales building and forecourt including canopy and pumps, and redevelopment of the site to provide a new sales building, canopy, pumps, islands and underground fuel tanks, car parking together with the provision of electric vehicle charging with associated new substation, new bin store and associated works) changes to the shopfront design
Site address: Aerodrome Service Station 38 Royston Road Duxford.
Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.
6. Planning Ref: 26/00340/FUL
Proposal: Extension to existing reception area
Site address: Cambridge Assessment Hill Farm Road Whittlesford.
Whittlesford Parish supported this application.











ITEM 16. ACCOUNTS (Month 12 of 2025/26
[bookmark: _Hlk211859468]Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 12 of 2025/26
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 11th February 2026 – 31st March 2026
ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Banking Charges                                                  8.50                                                                                  
SSE Street Lighting                                                           125.27 Vat - £20.88
SSE Street Lighting                                                           101.72 Vat - £16.95                                                
Parish Clerk Stationery item - Black Ink                         22.99 Vat - £3.83
Parish Clerk Stationery item – Multi Ink                        53.00 Vat - £8.83
Parish Clerk Stationery item – Printer paper                25.99 Vat - £4.33 
Parish Clerk Stationery item – Envelopes                        3.15 Vat - £0.53p
One.com NP Plan Website fee                                           7.19 Vat - £1.20
HP Instant Ink                                                                        4.49 Vat - £0.75                                                 
Employers & Employees’ Pension Contribution          143.33                          
Parish Clerk Salary 52 hours                                        1,031.17                                                                               
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                               93.74
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                            200.00
Allotments & Community Orchard                                200.00
Community Orchard Pruning – E Smart                        300.00   
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                       300.00
Gray’s Surfacing Ref: footpath 2                               25,980.00 Vat - £4,330.00 
Land Registry Ref: Farmland at Vicarage Lane               14.00
Memorial Hall Room Hire October to March               312.00
William Westley PTA Grant                                          1,000.00
Whitsers Preschool Grant                                             1,000.00
Source for Business Water Rates    Allotments               52.10
Source for Business Water Rates Parish Cemetery       48.02
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                      £31,026.66
 ACCOUNTS RECEIVED

SCDC Grant Funding                                                25,000.00
Parish Cemetery Fees- Ref: H32                                 225.00
Allotments Overpayment Unspent                            200.00
Farm Tenancy Ref: The Old Recreation                     300.00
Farm Tenancy Ref: Part Stonehill                                183.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                               £25,908.00


VAT for Month 12                                                    £4,387.30

                                     


ITEM 17. CORRESPONDENCE
No item of correspondence was raised for discussion.
ITEM 18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April 2026.

ITEM 19. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
The press and public may be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
To discuss the following matters in relation to the Renewal of the Farm Tenancy of the Old Recreation at Vicarage Lane.
Whittlesford Parish Council confirmed it had entered into a new five-year Farm Business Tenancy which was drawn up by Cheffins under the Agricultural Tenancies Act for the Old Recreation land at Vicarage Lane with tenant farmer Mark Deller.
End of Meeting.

Signed by Chair of meeting:
Richard Williams


Dated: 14th April 2026.
