WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT: Chair Richard Williams, Philip James, Jan Holmes, Pam Freeman, Ian Beeby, Marc van Niekerk, Emma Dunn, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 12 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from David Cunado, Michael Kilpatrick, Richard Redman and Felicity de Vries.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
Minutes of Parish Council meeting od 9th December and 13th January were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
A tree was felled on footpath 2 prior to resurfacing work which begins on 12th February.
No suitable posts found in West End to temporarily house the speed monitor.
Clerk resubmitted request to highways for new posts to be installed at Duxford Road, Newton Road and Hill Farm Road.
County Councillor Peter McDonald has arranged a safety assessment with highways at Hill Farm Road on 19th February.
ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
A detailed report was submitted to the local plan public consultation. 
Parking Restrictions on Station Road and Surrounding Streets
The Parish Council consulted residents in 2024 about increasing parking restrictions around the railway station to tackle anti-social parking aw weekends at time not covered by current restrictions. There was support from residents for increasing the restrictions.  Work was undertaken to draft a request to the County Council, and this will be submitted shortly. The Parish Council will ask for the existing yellow line restrictions on Station Road (West), Knights Orchard, Moorfield, Duxford and Royston Road to be standardised to an 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday restriction. We will also request new double yellow lines for the far western end Royston Road where parking close to driveways causes problems for some residents. We will also request that the resident only parking scheme on Station Road East is extended to cover Saturdays. 
If the County Council agrees to the changes, they will be funded by the Parish Council. 
The parish Council will also look to readdress the turning on the A505 into Ledo Road, now that the new petrol station plans are taking shape.
Potholes and Condition of Roads

The Parish Council discussed the poor state of many roads in the village and the need for urgent short term and long-term repairs in the village. Councillor Williams has contacted County Councillor McDonald with a list of urgent matters that need fixing. Councillor McDonald assured the meeting that he was aware of the problems and that the County Council was beginning the process of making repairs in the village. The Parish Council thanked Councillor McDonald and reiterated the need for urgent repairs as many problems on our roads pose a danger to road users. The Parish Council will keep in touch with Councillor McDonald and the County Council to press for urgent repairs.

A meeting with the Highways Authority has been arranged for late February and this will be an opportunity to discuss road repairs and other highway safety concerns. 

ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM 
Reports of advertising boards on the central reservation island on the A505 as you enter Whittlesford at Moorfield Road.
Reported to highways.
Fly tipping at the Duxford Road bus shelter, suitcases and bags of clothes and shoes left in the bus shelter.
Reported to South Cambs.
Reports from residents at Vicarage Lane and West End as streetlights have been out of action for some time. 
Reported to both South Cambs and Balfour Beaty.
Disappointed residents of Newton Road have reported the current state of the long grass verge in front of the allotment land which is currently being used for parking by the residents and workman from the Bar Lane cottages.
The Parish Council have not granted permission to use the verge, but the residents have been spoken to as have the builder who assures us that they will restore the verge once building work is completed.
Other concerns of parked work vans on the blind bend at Middlemoor cottages. 
The Parish Council will write to all residents.
Also reports of unauthorised vehicles regularly parking in the allotment car park.
The Parish Council to remind Newton Road residents that the car parking area at the allotments is for allotment holders only.
Dragon teeth, white lining and 30mph speed roundels on Newton Road have all faded and the remaining white lines are barely visible at all.
Reported to highways.
Junction into Ledo Road is very dark as no working street lights.
Chair to contact IWM who share the boundary with Ledo Road as to why the lights are not working.
Several reports from residents who have been advised that dogs must be kept on a lead when using the footpath through the millennium wood and not to let dogs wander into the field or crops.


ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
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Budget for 2027/27

The draft Business Plan and Budget include a number of proposed investments aligned with the Council’s three new ambitions:

· Supporting a green and sustainable county through continued delivery of the Council’s Climate Change and Environment Strategy, and an extra £20m of investment in road maintenance on top of Government funding for Cambridgeshire highways.
· Enabling full and healthy lives for all, an additional £14.7m of funding to help providers of adult social care in the county to meet ongoing costs, including inflation and to enable them to pay the Real Living Wage to care workers.
· Ensuring fairness and opportunity, to help further tackle poverty and support families under pressure, the Council is proposing to invest £1m to sustain holiday meal vouchers for those most in need through to the end of the summer holidays 2026. This will support families as changes linked to the Government’s withdrawal of the Household Support Fund are implemented and use of the new £5m Crisis and Resilience Fund to support a broader range of anti-poverty measures is implemented.
· In addition, the draft budget sets out major investment across key services, including £11m to upgrade the Milton and March Household Waste Recycling Centres. Residents will also see major investment in the services families rely on day to day, more school places, stronger support for vulnerable children, and well-resourced local libraries.
· The proposals include 3,500 new primary school places and £72m over five years to support secondary schools in Alconbury Weald and Northwest Cambridge. They also provide £780k a year for the re-opened children’s home in South Cambridgeshire, continued funding for the Families First programme backed by the £6.7m Children’s, Families and Youth Grant, and more than £1.2m for libraries and archives over the next two years.
· The council’s reported £6.4m budget gap in December has been fully closed following the announcement of the provisional Local Government Finance Settlement for 2026–29 by Government.
· In our pre-budget engagement exercise, just over 50% of respondents supported an increase in council tax of up to 4.99% to maintain or improve essential services, recognising the current financial pressures faced by the Council.
· In a second round of consultation, from December 25 to January 26, residents were asked to share their views on key spending and saving proposals. The majority supported the suggested ways of saving money and reducing costs to children’s services, adults and public health and 71% supported prioritised spending for highways and community services.
· Proposals discussed included an increase of council tax by 4.99%, the maximum permitted by Government for county councils. A total 2% of this increase is specifically for adult social care funding. This increase, if approved, would generate around £21million in additional funding and help the Council continue providing the essential services people rely on.
· This would mean that for a Band D property, the County Council’s share of Council Tax would increase by £84.78 a year, or £1.63 a week. Today’s draft Business Plan and Budget proposals are available to view on our website, and the committee meeting was streamed live on the Council’s YouTube channel. https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2478/Committee/71/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx

Highways Maintenance Update

· Currently, there are 5,400 potholes requiring repair across Cambridgeshire. In the past week, (last week January) the council has repaired over 1,000 potholes.
· There will be a dramatic increase in the number of work crews dealing with both temporary and permanent fixes – normally there are eight crews and two dragon patchers available across the county, now there are 30 crews and two dragon patchers working hard to repair potholes. This will significantly increase the level of pothole repairs attended to each week.
· Since 2023/24, the amount of capital funding spent on highway maintenance has increased by £35m, from £24m to £59m. The Council has allocated more than £73m for highways maintenance in 2025/26.
· The Highways and Transport Committee have recently supported budget proposals that could see an additional £20m of investment into road maintenance in 2026/27. Read more on our website.

Pothole facts:
· Over the past five years, we have repaired an average of 55,400 individual potholes each year.
· In general terms, if a pothole is large and deep, we will fix it within five days. If it is smaller and less of a hazard, we will fix it within 21 days
· We mark up the potholes in different ways, those repaired in five days are not marked as our repair is immediate, yellow means we will repair it within 21 days. We always aim to fix potholes within five and 21 days depending on their level of priority
· We aim to fix emergency faults as soon as possible, always within five days
· We always aim to repair potholes with a permanent fix first time. However, this depends on the weather – if it’s wet or has been raining, we sometimes have to make temporary fixes to keep people safe and moving as the road conditions are too wet for permanent repairs. Permanent fixes will then be programmed in and delivered when the weather allows
· A pothole repair costs around £50
· The dragon patcher is a specialist machine, nicknamed the ‘dragon’ because it fires out flames to dry out the road surface, it is then cleaned with compressed air and sealed with a stone mix and hot bitumen. It is much quicker and simpler compared to traditional methods.
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Planning and Housing Delivery
Housing delivery across Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire remains above the level required by the current adopted Local Plans. In 2024–25, over 2,200 new homes are expected to be completed across the area, compared with an annual requirement of approximately 1,600. Longer-term planning documents anticipate around 50,000 additional homes by 2040.
Housing affordability continues to be a significant issue locally, although this reflects wider regional and national trends across the South and East of England. Planning decisions continue to be taken by elected councillors, with applications assessed against adopted policy, infrastructure capacity, and environmental considerations.
Government Consultation on a Cambridge Development Corporation
The Government is consulting on the establishment of a Cambridge Development Corporation covering Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire. If implemented, this would represent a substantial change to existing governance arrangements, transferring powers over planning, transport and certain infrastructure functions from elected local authorities to a new, appointed body for up to 25 years.
The consultation document suggests that a development corporation is required to address constraints on growth, including water supply, housing affordability and transport congestion. However, many of the major water infrastructure proposals cited, such as the Fens Reservoir near Chatteris and planned transfers from Grafham Water, fall outside the proposed development corporation area. It is therefore unclear how the corporation would directly accelerate delivery of these schemes.
In relation to housing, Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire councils have approved and are delivering significant levels of new development. The consultation does not identify specific major developments that have been refused and could only proceed under a development corporation model. Employment growth has also been strong, with substantial new commercial and laboratory floorspace approved and delivered in recent years.
Transport is a key element of the proposal. The consultation argues that a development corporation could provide “coordinated ambition” for long-term transport solutions. Currently, strategic transport powers sit with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority, led by an elected Mayor, who has set out proposals including potential light-rail schemes. The consultation also refers to the development corporation acting as a “backstop” should existing authorities fail to deliver agreed transport outcomes, raising questions about future decision-making and accountability.
During a recent presentation to the Scrutiny and Overview Committee at South Cambridgeshire District Council, Peter Freeman, Chair of the Cambridge Development Corporation, outlined that its work would be expected to proceed in two phases. The first phase would focus on shaping and then implementing the emerging Local Plan. A second, longer-term phase would involve the development of new plans for future growth beyond the Local Plan period. In this context, he indicated that future development could be focused on existing transport hubs, including railway stations. This could have particular relevance for settlements such as Whittlesford, which already has a mainline rail connection.
The consultation raises wider questions about the balance between accelerating growth and maintaining local democratic oversight. Any change of this scale would have long-term implications for how planning and transport decisions are made across Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire, and merits careful consideration by parish councils and residents. 
The consultation can be accessed here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/establishing-a-development-corporation-in-greater-cambridge/establishing-a-development-corporation-in-greater-cambridge
Local Government Reorganisation Consultation
The Government has opened a public consultation on proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, seeking views on different structural options for replacing the current two-tier arrangements with new unitary authorities. The consultation considers four proposals submitted by councils across the area, including “Option B”, which is supported by South Cambridgeshire District Council (alongside Cambridge City and East Cambridgeshire District Councils) and would create two unitary councils: one for Greater Cambridge (Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire) and one for North Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. Residents, parish councils and local organisations can respond directly to the Government’s consultation via the official portal: 
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough/

ITEM 8. UPDATE ON THE RESURFACING OF FOOTPATH 2 

Update on the resurfacing of footpath 2 at Whittlesford Mill to the white bridge will hopefully begin the path resurfacing on Thursday 12th February and weather permitting should be finished by Friday 20th February.

The path will not be accessible from Thursday 12th until work is completed.
The Parish Council will forward fund the costs involved for the TTRO which is £934 and payable on 11th February. 


ITEM 9. TO FOLLOW UP REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE FOR THE PLAY EQUIPMENT AT THE NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE

Following on from the inspection of the Newton Road Open Space Play Equipment, where a few minor faults came to light.
The Parish Council received a quotation from Sovereign Play for £1,094 and after discussion it was agreed to go for another quote to compare costings. 
It is hoped to bring this back to the next meeting in March.


ITEM 10. TO DISCUSS THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION

The Government has launched a public consultation on a new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), alongside a wider package of proposed planning reforms.
Residents can view:
· The Written Ministerial Statement issued by the Government
· The Oral Statement delivered to Parliament
· The Government press release
· The full consultation documents
The consultation is open for responses until 10 March: 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-reforms-to-the-national-planning-policy-framework-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system).

Chair discussed the consultation and it was agreed that a subgroup consisting of Cllr Freeman, Cllr Dunn, Cllr Beeby, Cllr Cunado will meet up with Cllr Williams to draft a response.


ITEM 11. HBD and IWM’s Aviation Technology (Av Tech) team to discuss campus proposals. Expected to join the meeting at 8.30/8.45pm.

Representatives of the Duxford AvTech Project attended the Parish Council to give a presentation on their plans. Duxford Avtech is a specialist aviation engineering research-park development at the IWM site. The developers envisage up to 1,200 employees at the site when it is fully built out (by around 2035) It would be built at the western end of the site, adjacent to the A505. A planning application is likely to be submitted later this year. There is a website for the development where further details are available: www.duxfordavtech.co.uk 

ITEM 12. PLANNING

Planning Refence: 25/04572/HFUL
Site address: 1 Farm Rise Whittlesford CB22 4LZ
Proposal: Single storey front, rear and side extensions. 
Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.
Planning Reference: 26/00166/HFUL
Site address: 21 Royston Road Whittlesford CB22 4NW 
Proposal: Demolition of existing single storey rear extension and conservatory, part two storey and part single storey side/rear extension. Single storey front extension. 
Whittlesford Parish Council have No Recommendation.
Planning Reference: 26/0080/TTPO – Information Only
Site address:13 Church Close Whittlesford CB22 4NY
Proposal: x1 Beech tree in the rear garden (suffering severe dieback)

Planning Reference: 25/02087/CONDB – Information Only
Site address: 9 High Street Whittlesford CB22 4LT
Submission of details required by condition 3 (noise assessment) of planning permission ref: 25/02087/HFUL

ITEM 13. ACCOUNTS (Month 11 of 2025/26
[bookmark: _Hlk211859468]Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 11 of 2025/26
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 14th January 2026 – 10th February 2026

ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Banking Charges                                                    8.50                               
SSE Street Lighting                                                            129.38 Vat - £21.56 
Parish Clerk Stationery                                                         5.99 Vat- £1.00  
McAffee Desktop Security                                                 29.99 Vat - £5.00 
Lewis Tree Surgery Footpath 2                                       360.00 Vat - £60.00                
Employers & Employees’ Pension Contribution          187.43                           
Parish Clerk Salary 64 hrs + 1 bank holiday               1,236.33                                                                  
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                              221.16                                                 
Allotments & Community Orchard                                 200.00
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                             200.00
Maynards boundary hedge                                              111.50
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                        350.00
Parish Cemetery Shed Maintenance                              359.46
Accountibbleity Quick-books                                           273.60
Accountibbleity Payroll                                                     115.00
Cambs County Council TTRO Footpath 2                       934.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                         £4,716.35
Vat for Month 11 – 2025/26                                            £87.56                                       
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 11                         £125.00
Parish Cemetery fees Memorial Garden Ref: JE

ITEM 14. CORRESPONDENCE
A TTRO has been received for Newton Road for new gas connections beginning 30th March.
Clerk to publish to website and parish news group.
The Parish Council briefly discussed the upcoming APM which is scheduled for Friday 22nd May. It was agreed to email village groups, clubs and societies early March for annual reports which will need to be with the LOOK team by Friday 10th April in order to be published in the May edition of LOOK.
The Parish Council also agreed to switch to the bigger hall and Clerk will liaise with Penny Toop to check on its availability.
The Parish Council also discussed using one group email address when forwarding emails to all councillors. Clerk to follow this up.

ITEM 15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 10th March 2026.

Signed by Chair of meeting:


Dated: 10th March 2026
