WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2025
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM AT THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM
MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.
PRESENT:
Chair Richard Williams, Vice Chair Philip James, Pam Freeman, Ian Beeby, Richard Redman, Emma Dunn, Michael Kilpatrick, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 5 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Felicity de Vries, Jan Holmes, David Cunado, Marc van Niekerk and County Councillor Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Richard Redman and Ian Beeby declared an interest in items 19 & 20 in relation to the Lawn Trust.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
Minutes of the annual allotment holders meeting held on 7th October could not be approved as both Felicity de Vries and Jan Holmes were not present to formally approve as a true record.
The minutes of parish council minutes of 11th November 2025 were approved and signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Chair Richard Williams and Vice Chair Philip James signed the formal paperwork for the funding of footpath 2 which was witnessed in the presence of the Parish Clerk on 3rd December 2025. The resurfacing of footpath 2 is expected to begin in February 2026.
ITEM 5. CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chair confirmed that a Card of Condolences was sent to the family of the late David Skeates in recognition of the service he had provided to our community over the years. Our thoughts are with the family.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
Clerk received a report of the collapse of the basketball stand at the lawn. 
Metal pole was returned to the groundsman of the lawn for repair.
Fly tipping was reported on the Shelford Road, Whippletree Road and Royston Road. All areas have been reported to SCDC for attention.
A resident raised concerns of an increase to all day parking at Station Road West, where cars are parking the full length of Station Road to avoid using the car park. The matter was forwarded to County Councillor Peter McDonald for highways attention.
Two residents had signed up to the Community Gritting Scheme, but since doing so they have not had any feedback from the County Council. Clerk to follow this up.
It was brought to our attention that some residents have been affected by cold callers where the callers claim to carry out work at their property and asked for large sums of money to do so. We advise everyone not to engage in any conversation at your door or on the telephone with anyone claiming to carry our odd jobs. We ask that everyone is vigilant and looks out for an elderly or vulnerable neighbour during this time of year.
Any such cold callers should be reported to the Trading Standards.
Clerk to follow this matter up with details of how to report such scams and you can find further information on the Whittlesford Parish Website at:
www.whittleweb.org.uk 

ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS 
	Parish Council County Report December 2025 

	
Local Government Re-Organisation

Cambridgeshire County Council has published its final proposal for ‘Two Councils. One fairer future.’ also known as Option A for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).
The County Council’s proposal will be submitted directly to Government by the deadline of Friday, 28 November, following the decision of the Full Council in October.

Option A sets out the proposed creation of two new unitary councils across the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area, replacing the seven existing councils. This consists of a Northwest unitary council covering the current footprint of Fenland, Huntingdonshire, and Peterborough, and a Southeast unitary council, covering Cambridge, East Cambridgeshire and South Cambridgeshire

Option A sets out proposals for Neighbourhood Area Committees (NACs). These will give residents a stronger, more empowered, and more local voice. They will complement the role of democratically elected councillors, who will become responsible for the political leadership of the full range of local government services. Builds on a robust, evidence-based options appraisal demonstrating that Option A most effectively meets the Government criteria for LGR.     
Between September and October, the council undertook a second phase of engagement across the whole of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough that received 1,912 responses from residents, businesses, public bodies, and community and voluntary sector groups. The results showed strong support in favour of Option A:

East Cambridgeshire: 67%
Cambridge City: 62%
South Cambridgeshire: 61%
Peterborough: 55%
Strong support was evident for Option A, with 65% of organisations and 58% of elected representatives responding to the engagement survey also being in favour to the consultation.
Lower support for Option A was recorded in Fenland (26%) and Huntingdonshire (20%) – this was largely due to concerns about local identity in the proposed council structure.

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/lgr/proposal/LGR-Option-A-Proposal-28-Nov-25.pdf

Highways Workers Safety

Cambridgeshire County Council is supporting a national campaign to stop abuse of roadworkers.

The council is appealing to the public to show respect for our highway officers after incidents of physical and verbal abuse.

In Cambridgeshire, there have been 29 threatening behaviour reports and four assaults in the past year (since November 2024). These included incidents where highways workers have been intimidated, sworn at, had a bottle thrown at them, spat at and one officer was assaulted whilst trying to help the public with a diversion route. There have also been 30 intentional incursions onto our worksites since February 2025, all of which could have resulted in a more serious outcome than they did.

While trying to carry out their work on the highway, officers continue to face daily verbal abuse as well as more serious cases.

In one incident, in South Cambridgeshire, a woman drove at the highway officer, rammed her vehicle into barriers, became extremely aggressive, got out of her car, shouted personal abuse at him, threatened him, and then called the police.

The Stamp It Out campaign hopes to raise awareness of the issue amongst the public and help remove abuse that roadworkers receive every day. Research by the group found that 50% of those in public-facing roles face weekly abuse, while 80% do not report it, as they feel nothing will be done.

To tackle this behaviour, highway workers have begun to wear bodycams and vehicles are fitted with dashcams to record any incidents. We’re also working with the police to report these incidents and pass on the recordings for further investigation and prosecution.

More details about the national Stamp It Out campaign can be found on their website. https://www.stampitout.uk/
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	A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of You


Peter McDonald Dec 5th, 2025







District Report November 2025

Cllr Richard Williams

Local Plan – Consultation Opens
The consultation on the draft Local Plan has opened. It will last for eight weeks to 30th January 2025. The Plan sets out where new homes, jobs, green spaces, infrastructure and community facilities may be built across Greater Cambridge over the next 20 years. The draft proposes meeting demand for about 50,000 new homes (including roughly 37,000 already planned) and anticipates 73,000 additional jobs. It includes possible expansion of towns like Cambourne, new neighbourhoods, employment sites (including logistics and research), and enhanced transport and nature-space provision. As noted in my November report, there are several areas of the report that are significant for the village – the proposed new Town on the A11 and the special policy areas for the station area and the old Spicers site.
[bookmark: _Hlk216785706]The link to the consultation is here: https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/local-plan

Local Government Reorganisation
As expected, S Cambs Council has made a submission to the Government proposing a new Council comprising of South Cambs and Cambridge City, and one for East Cambs, Hunts, Fenland and Peterborough for the local government report. Aas noted in my November report, other Councils have submitted alternative proposals. 


£449,000 Cost-of-Living Support Package

On 9 December 2025, the Council approved a £449,000 support package to help vulnerable households cope with ongoing cost-of-living pressures over the next two years. The package funds a wide range of measures: emergency food parcels, energy-saving support, help with essential furniture and white goods, grants for village pantries, and a mobile food hub for rural communities. It also dedicates money to community “warm hubs” and other support services, as well as continuing financial-resilience work via training, debt advice and benefit-claim support through the Council’s “Low-Income Family Tracker” scheme, which recently helped nearly 1,000 additional benefit claims. 
Laptops and Training for Young People and Older Residents

On 2 December 2025 S Cambs DC announced a new project to tackle digital exclusion: £21,000 is allocated to provide laptops to disadvantaged young people in local schools, and £5,000 to support digital-skills training for older residents in sheltered housing. The scheme is delivered in partnership with the charity Cambridge Online. The aim is to help young people access education and opportunities, support older residents to get online safely, and ensure no one is left behind by the “digital revolution”. 
Design & Construction Excellence – call for Entries for 2026 Awards

On 3 December 2025 the Council (via Greater Cambridge Shared Planning) opened submissions for the Greater Cambridge Design and Construction Awards 2026. These annual awards recognise high-quality building projects across the region — whether new builds, renovations, neighbourhoods, engineering/sustainability works, or craftsmanship — as well as individuals (young professionals, apprentices, site managers). Projects of any scale can enter; winners highlight best practice in design, sustainability, engineering, community value, and construction quality. Entries for project awards close 9 January 2026; for people awards, 20 February 2026. 
ITEM 8. NORTH ROAD/RADEGUNDS HIGHWAYS INITIATIVE APPLICATION
Following the trial of traffic cones at the junction of Radegunds on North Road and listening to feedback from residents, The Parish Council agreed to survey properties at Radegunds, North Road up to and including The Grove, Church Lane and some properties in the high Street that may also be affected by the inconvenience of parked cars from people attending the Tickell Arms.
The results of the survey will then be used to decide the full extent of the application that the Parish Council may submit to highways for yellow lines.
It is hoped to bring an update of a questionaire back to the next Council meeting of January or February 2026.

ITEM 9. LOCAL PLAN
Local Plan – Consultation Opens
The consultation on the draft Local Plan has opened on 1st Dec 2025. It will last for eight weeks and closes on 30th January 2026. 
The link to the consultation is here: https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/local-plan
The plan will guide housing development in our area for the next 20 years. There are many policies proposed on housing (with an extra 50,000 houses by 2040, the environment and the economy. Closer to home, there are three key proposals affecting the village (as I outlined last month):
· A proposed new ‘town’ of 6,000 houses on the edge of Little Abington, adjacent to the A11. This development would, if built, put significant pressure on local roads – notably the A505 to the south of the village which would provide the most direct link from the settlement to the M11, and on local services. I have already raised this as a concern and will do so in the consultation.
· A special policy area is proposed for the Whittlesford Station. This is to provide a policy framework to facilitate things like the GCP plans for a ‘travel hub’ at the station, although there is no specific proposal at the moment. At present the proposed policy framework needs changes to reflect the real character of the area, which I have already raised and will continue t do so.
· A special policy area and the old Spicers site. This is to facilitate development of the area for research facilities. The consultation will give us an opportunity to try and get a cycleway from Whittlesford to Little Shelford baked into the policy.
The more local voices that contribute to the consultation the more likely it is that the final plan will properly reflect the views of residents, so please participate in the consultation. You don’t have to comment on everything, just the points you feel are most important.
The following Councillors will meet as a subgroup to draw up a list of points that they feel should be included in the plan.
Chair Richard Williams, Michael Kilpatrick, Pam Freeman, Emma Dunn, Ian Beeby and David Cunado.


ITEM 10. TO CONFIRM APPOINTMENT OF SOLICITOR FOR THE TRANSFER OF LAND AT NEWTON ROAD 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would appoint the same Solicitor as the other party who are also part of the transfer of land as it would hopefully makes things easier if one Solicitor is acting on behalf of both and then they would already be familiar with the land in question.
The Solicitor is Buckles law at based locally at Impington Cambridge with other offices at Peterborough.

ITEM 11. PLANNING
Planning Ref: 25/04369/HFUL
Proposal: Part single storey, part two storey rear/side extension and installation of new window to front.
Site address: 6 Ascham Lane Whittlesford
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/25/04369/HFUL

[bookmark: _Hlk216784309]Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.



 
Planning Ref: 25/04433/PRIOR
Proposal: Conversion of an existing agricultural barn to 2 No. residential dwellings.
Site address: Fosters Farmhouse 37 Newton Road Whittlesford
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/25/04433/PRIOR

Whittlesford Parish Council supported this application.

 
Planning Ref: 25/1268/TTCA – Information Only
Proposal: Small single stemmed silver birch needs removing as it is suffering from honey fungus and will replace.
Site address: 3 Church Lane Whittlesford 
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/online-applications/PLAN/25/1268/TTCA



ITEM 12. ACCOUNTS – Month 9 – 12th November – 9th December 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk211859468]Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 9 of 2025/26
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 12th November 2025 – 9th December 2025

ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Banking Charges                                                  9.10
SSE Street Lighting                                                          106.99 Vat - £17.83                                          
Employers & Employees’ Pension Contribution        170.97                        
Parish Clerk Salary 64 hours                                       1,159.51                                      
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                            172.07        
Allotments & Community Orchard                                200.00
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                            200.00
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                       300.00
Annual Maintenance of the NROS & Hedgerows    2,410.00
MD Landscapes Verge Maintenance                             600.00
Condolence card                                                                   2.76 Vat - £0.46
HP Instant Ink                                                                      41.99
Donation to The Lawn Trust                                        2,000.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                         £7,373.00

Vat for Month 9 – 2025/26                                            £18.29

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 9
UK Power Networks Sub Station Rent                         350.00
UK Power Networks Sub Station Rent                           27.13
Allotment half plot rent                                                   14.50
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                       £391.63  

Other Financial Matters
Following the Councils recent Finance meeting of 2nd December the following matters are to be discussed and formally approved.
ITEM 13. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
[bookmark: _Hlk120174783]Barclays Community account as of 14th November 2025
The Barclays Community account is the day-to-day account for the running of the Parish Council. The balance as of 14th November 2025, was confirmed as £89,622.96.

Barclays Saver account as of 14th November 2025
The Barclays Saver account is an account where ear marked funds are set aside for planned projects such as LHI contributions and reserve funds. The balance as of 14th November 2025, was confirmed as £38,382.03.



NS & I as of 31st March 2025
The NS & I account holds historic 106 funds which can be used for village projects and remains unchanged since the close of the financial year and currently stands at £78,818.35.


ITEM 14. TO REVIEW SECTION 106 MONEY HELD
Parish Clerk confirmed that other than a £4,000 payment which is to be made to the Mosaic project once complete, the only 106 money remaining is from the Arts & Heritage funding is £262.95 which has to be spent on the project.
ITEM 15. TO CONFIRM THE STATUS OF THE COMMUNITY FUND
Parish Clerk confirmed that the remaining balance of the Community Fund which was £408.75 was paid to the PCC and the fund is now closed and the Parish Council holds no further money from this fund.
ITEM 16. REVIEW OF FARM TENANCIES
Stonehill Field Hill Farm Road

The Old Recreation Ground Vicarage Lane

Both Farm tenancies are currently in the hands of Cheffins, where a revised contract will be up and running as of April 2026.


 ITEM 17. REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT RENT & WATER RATES and to formally approve any additional increase to the mains water charges and approve other matters that were raised at the last allotment meeting of 7th October 2025.

Income from Allotment Rent
As of the 1st of October 2025, allotment rent increased from £24 to £29 per plot and to date we have generated an income of £1,566.00.
It was agreed that the rent would be set at £29 for 3 years with No further review until October 2028.


Mains Water Charges
It was agreed at a previous finance meeting that the shortfall should not be paid from the precept, and the only option was to increase the annual water charge from £5 to £7. The new rate of £7 per plot came into effect on the 1st of October 2025.
However, following this year’s water bill, and given the hotter summers it became apparent that a further increase is still necessary.
At the recent Allotment Holders meeting of 7th October 2025, it was agreed by the show of hands by the majority of plot holders present that they were happy to pay a further increase to the water charges subject to the continued use of hosepipes.
After much discussion and taking into account of this year’s water consumption the Parish Council approved a further increase of £2 per plot to take effect as of 1st October 2026.
Update the Terms & Conditions of an allotment tenancy
It was felt necessary to add a paragraph to the terms and conditions which will give guidance on the planting of trees on an allotment.

ITEM 18. REVIEW OF PARISH CEMETERY FEES and to formally approve any increases.
Whittlesford Parish Council is a member of the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management (known as ICCM) which provides both guidance and advise to burial authorities for an annual subscription of around £100.
Our Cemetery fees are monitored regularly to ensure they are in keeping with our neighbouring parishes and are reviewed by the Parish Council annually. No changes were made at the last review, and No increase has been made to our fees since November 2021 but agreed to carry out a further review in November 2025 with the intention of an increase.

The current fees are the left-hand column, and the proposed increases are to the right in red.
Whittlesford Parish Council formally approved the proposed increases as follow and increases will take effect as of 1st January 2026.


[image: Whittlesford Logo]WHITTLESFORD PARISH CEMETERY FEES

Whittlesford Parish Council, the Burial Authority for the Parish of Whittlesford and under the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order of 1977 set the following fees in connection with burials in
The Whittlesford Parish Cemetery as follow:


(Last Reviewed November 2024)                       Resident / Non-Resident
Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial – Adult             £225/£450 - £250/£500
Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial – Child              £125/£250 - £150/£300
Grant of Exclusive Right of Interment of Ashes   £125/£250 - £150/£300
Interment in new or existing grave – Adult          £250/£500 - £275/£550
Interment in new or existing grave – Child           No Charge – No Charge
Interment of ashes in existing grave                     £100/£150 - £150/£300
Interment of ashes in Memorial Garden              £125/£250 - £150/£300
Erection of plaque/tablet in Memorial Garden   £125/£250 - £150/£300
Erection of Grave Headstone                                  £175/£350 - £225/£450
Additional Inscription to existing Headstone       £125/£250 - £125/£250
Amendment to an Exclusive Right of Burial         £25 Admin fee - £50



ITEM 19.  TO REVIEW ANNUAL GRANT TO THE LAWN TRUST 
An annual maintenance grant is paid by the Parish Council to the Lawn Trust for general maintenance of the Lawn. 
The last increase to the annual grant payment to the Lawn Trust was in November 2022 where it increased from £10,000 to £12.000.
Following on from last year’s finance meeting where there was speculation that a further increase was required. 
It was agreed to review this again in November 2025 and the request is to raise it from £12,000 to £16,000.
Whittlesford Parish Council approved to raise the annual grant to the Lawn Trust from £12,000 to £16,000.
The increase will take effect when the next grant maintenance is due which is April 2026 and paid in 2 instalments in April and September 2026.


ITEM 20. TO CONSIDER AN ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUEST FROM THE LAWN TRUST 
A further request of an interim grant was also received for £2,000.
The Parish Council agreed to pay an additional grant of £2,000 to the Lawn Trust and this will be payable in this month’s accounts.

ITEM 21. TO REVIEW THE GRANT FUNDING POLICY AND BUDGET
For this current financial year, the Parish Council had set aside a £5,000 budget. So far to date we have granted £935.00 to the Whittlesford United (Adults Mens) Football Club to help fund the new season shirt and Whittlesford Parish Council are a sponsor on the new shirt.
We also granted Whittlesford Cricket Club £1,000 for a new screen and Whittlesford Warriors U7’s £935 for a new kit and equipment. Total spent from budget to date is £2,870 which leaves £2,130 remaining.
The Parish Council will set aside a further £5,000 in the next financial year.

ITEM 22. TO REVIEW ANY FURTHER CONTRIBUTION TO SSYI
The Parish Council had previously granted a £1,000 donation to SSYI which is a youth group and is based in Great Shelford. 
The group is open to all teenagers of neighbouring parishes and despite their huge fundraising efforts they are very reliant on donations.
No follow up donation request has been received.

ITEM 23. TO REVIEW EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS AND RATES OF PAY 
To review the rate of pay of the Parish Clerk and an additional request for office equipment. 
The pay scales as set by CAPALC approved a 3.2% increase to a Parish Clerks hourly rate. The increase is to be backdated to 1st April 2025.
The Parish Council received a request from the Clerk to upgrade her home computer, which is a necessity to carry out parish council duties.
The Parish Council approved a budget in the region of £550 - £750.

To confirm all other contracts.
The Clerk confirmed that all other employment contracts were renewed in April 2025 following an ongoing 4-year tender of all contracts.
Other than the Parish Clerk who is employed directly by the Parish Council, all other contractors are Self Employed and carry their own public liability insurance, all contracts for the Ground maintenance within the parish were renewed for a further 4 years and no review is necessary now until 2029.

ITEM 24. FUNDING REQUEST FOR PARISH CHURCH CLOCK
Whittlesford Parish Council received a request for a contribution towards the upgrade and maintenance of the Parish Church Clock.
Whilst still working with the Parish Church to see what other grants may be available for the Clock upgrade, the Parish Council agreed a contribution of £2,000 from parish funds.
ITEM 25. TO DISCUSS REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE OF THE VILLAGE SIGN AT NORTH ROAD
The Village sign at North Road was erected back in 1977 to mark the Silver Jubilee.
It was last refurbished back in 2017.
Apart from a slightly wonky post it shows no real signs of deterioration.
Taking into consideration the heavy budget ahead, it was agreed to put this on hold until the following years budget.

ITEM 26. TO DISCUSS BUDGETS AND CONFIRM PRECEPT FOR 2026/27
In previous financial years we had requested more precept than we had actually spent and this was mainly due to planned projects not going ahead, unsuccessful LHI bids etc, and we had therefore underspent by approx. £10,000 per financial year which was rather significant. 
In 2022/23 we received £70,000 in precept and our expenditure for that financial year was £61,375.49.
In 2023/24 we also received £70,000 in precept and our expenditure for that financial year was £62,512.59.
In 2024/25 we again received £70,000 in precept and our expenditure just about came in under the precept received and expenditure was £69,907.01.
For this current financial year of 2025/26, we reduced the precept from £70,000 to £60,000 as agreed at last year’s finance meeting.
This financial year to date as it stands today having just completed month 8 accounts, we have spent £63,000.
We still have months 9 – 12 until the end of the financial year.
We estimate that we will end the financial year on an expenditure of around £80,000.
The Parish Council is confident that having sufficient reserve funds we can freeze the precept at £60,000 for the upcoming financial year of 2026/27.
We therefore confirm that we will request £60.000 in precept which is paid to us in 2 halves by the District Council in April & September 2026.
ITEM 27. TO APPROVE ALL MEETING DATES FOR 2026
The following meeting dates for 2026 were approved.
JANUARY    Tuesday 13th January 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
FEBRUARY Tuesday 10th February 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
MARCH       Tuesday 10th March 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
APRIL           Tuesday 14th April 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
MAY      Tuesday 5th May 2026 – Finance - End of Year Accounts
Thursday 7th May – Local Elections Parish & District Council
Tuesday 12th May 2025 – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
Friday 22nd May 2025 - Annual Parish Meeting 
JUNE            Tuesday 9th June 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
JULY             Tuesday 14th July 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
AUGUST      No Meeting held in August.
SEPTEMBER Tuesday 8th September 2026 – Parish Council Meeting    
Tuesday 22nd September 2026 - Annual Allotment Holders Meeting.
OCTOBER     Tuesday 13th October 2026– Parish Council Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk151383712]NOVEMBER Tuesday 10th November 2026– Parish Council Meeting
DECEMBER Tuesday 1st December 2026– Finance –Budget & Precept
                      Tuesday 8th December 2026 – Parish Council Meeting

ITEM 28. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next finance meeting to discuss budget and precept was confirmed as Tuesday 1st December 2026. 
The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be on Tuesday 13th January 2026.
END OF PUBLIC MEETING


This set of minutes remain in draft form until they have been formally approved at the next public meeting of the Parish Council.
This set of minutes were not formally approved at the meeting of 13th January 2026 as an error was raised and therefore these minutes will be carried over to the next meeting of 10th February for formal approval now that the error has been corrected.





Signed by Chair of meeting: 




Dated: 10th February 2026
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