MINUTES OF THE WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL ON TUESDAY 9TH MAY 2017 
www.whittleweb.org.uk

PRESENT :
Marie Swann – Chairman
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes
Jude Townley
Martin Livermore
Tim Teversham
Will Thomas – late arrival
Peter Topping – District and County Councillor – late arrival
Roy Warnes – Parish Clerk
6  members of the public were also present.

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Arthur Greaves
Ken Winterbottom
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ANY AGENDA ITEM
None
ITEM 3. RESIGNATION OF CLERK AND INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS
(together with parish council vacancy to replace Ella Pope)
Roy Warnes resigned as Parish Clerk immediately after last months meeting on Tuesday 11th April 2017, giving one months notice of his intention to leave on Tuesday 9th May 2017.
Given the emergency situation we found ourselves at, enquiries were made by Councillor Topping with the District Council to see if a parish councillor can take on the role as acting clerk until a replacement is found. Arthur Greaves also confirmed this with Cpalc.
Interim arrangements have therefore been made for Marie Swann to take on the role as ‘acting clerk’ with immediate effect. This was agreed by all councillors and proposed by Tim Teversham and seconded by Pam Freeman.
Whilst Marie Swann remains a parish councillor she will not take part in any council decision making ,vote or be paid for her role as ‘acting clerk’. The position is currently being advertised.
Roy Warnes confirmed that since no election request has been made, we are free to co-opt a councillor to replace Ella Pope.
This position will also be advertised.
ITEM 4. SIGNING OF MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11TH APRIL 2017
The minutes were signed by the chairman and agreed to be a true record.
ITEM 5. MATTERS ARRISING
None
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
Tim Stone asked several questions in open forum. In response, He was assured that the greater part of the significant 106 reserves currently held by the parish council are allocated for specific purposes, and that CCC will be reminded of their understanding to enforce the moving or trimming of encroaching fences and hedges on footpath 1 (The Baulks) and that the affordable homes referred to in the February minutes will be on land to be commercially developed. 
His concern about the use of glyphosate on the allotments was noted.
Meg Holland raised an issue of the war memorial hedge being cut inside the bird nesting season, to which the parish council accepted her concern, but assured her of the contactors diligence in this matter.
Roy Warnes mentioned the need to find an appropriate solution to illegal parking on Station Road East, following a complaint from a resident.
ITEM 7. REPORT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
The following planning matters were discussed :
Rear of 11 North Road – variation of conditions for approved plans, including removal of three more trees. – No objection.
Volvo Construction, Moorfield Road, Duxford – further application for illuminated pylon sign, with height reduced, continued objection on grounds of light pollution for neighbouring residents.
30 Ledo Road – To demolish internal wall of listed building. – No objection.
Farriers, Newton Road – The meeting was disappointed to learn that the District Council had refused permission for further revised plans.
ITEM 8. NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE
It was agreed that the large mound at the edge of the Newton Road open space, containing buried cement asbestos, should be covered with a membrane and topsoil. Prior to reseeding of grass.
(Subject to Marie Swann, checking if further quotes are needed with Cpalc) it was agreed to get Butler Brothers to do this further work, using top soil excavated from the footings of the 2 houses to be built nearby, since this is likely to be the cheapest option. Marie will contact Graham Bowles with a view to transfer the adjacent land he has offered the Parish Council. 
A final decision will be made at a future meeting.
ITEM 9. TRUST REPORTS
LAWN TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 2ND MAY 2017 
Minutes approved.
MEMORIAL HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 2ND MAY 2017
Minutes approved.
ITEM 10. MANAGEMENT AND OWNERSHIP STATUS OF THE LAWN
A clear recommendation has been made by a lawyer from Fields in Trust, regarding an update to the original deed of dedication to clarify that the Parish Council is the custodian trustee and the Lawn Trust, the managing trustee of the Lawn.
Subject to agreement from the Lawn Trust, this change will be instigated.
ITEM 11. UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2017
Arrangements have now been finalised for the Annual Parish Meeting, which is to be held on Thursday 25th May 2017 at 7,30pm in the Memorial Hall. There will be six short presentations from local groups, in addition to a discussion of the Neighbourhood plan and other issues. Feedback on all issues would be welcomed, refreshments will be serves throughout the evening by Whitsers Committee, and the meeting is scheduled to close around 9pm.
ITEM 12. DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Councillor Topping recommended that the Council should join him, in writing to the head of highways at CCC to propose a working group of Parish Councillors and highways officers to progress A505 safety issues. Councillor Topping also suggests that we follow up on our successful minor highways grant application to ensure that the work on Duxford Road is carried out on a reasonable timescale.
On the planning front, he expects that the best chance of successfully  opposing the application for a motorway service area at junction 10 would be in conjunction with the IWM. In the meantime, a revised application is expected for redevelopment of the aerodrome garage site.
Following intervention from the freehold owner, The Tickell Arms leaseholder is now engaging with the community and has put forward plans for a fully enclosed refrigeration area that should address concerns.
ITEM 13. ACCOUNTS
PAYMENTS FOR MAY 2017
Extra capitol items added to policy  CAS Insurance.        £66.14            
Clearing and levelling open space at Newton Rd.            £1,020.00
(Butler Bros)
New dog bin for allotment car park entrance.                  £113.56
Parking sign, dogs on leads, reserved markers,                 
Orchard sign – Algar Signcraft                                              £295.20
Stump grinding at cemetery 
Garden Tree Surgery                                                              £480.00
Memorial cross hedge maintenance
Garden Tree Surgery                                                              £390.00
Half year maintenance grant to Lawn Trust                      £4,000.00
Refund of allotment deposit and rent
(Jude Phillips)                                                                            £42.00
Refund of allotment deposit and rent
[bookmark: _GoBack](M & F Wratten)                                                                       £37.00
Roy Warnes – Clerks salary from 1st May – 12th May
Inc. 3 days holiday.                                                                  £246.19
Roy Warnes – Clerks fixed monthly expenses                    £57.09
Purchase of new battery for speed monitor                      £65.00
Roy Warnes – Land registry search in respect
Of memorial cross land ownership                                      £6.00
Roy Warnes – APM posters                                                   £20.40
Roy Warnes – Clerks fixed monthly expenses
1st May – 12th May 2017                                                        £28.54
Rob Foden – Cemetery Maintenance                                 £120.00
Rob Foden – Maynards Maintenance                                £125.00
Carey Boyce – Village Gardener
Maintenance contract Re: Allotments                               £120.00
Jo Denny – NP Admin salary for April 2017                       £168.00                                                                                 
Jo Denny – NP Admin fixed monthly expenses                 £16.05
Jo Denny – Hire fee of Church room for
NP SGM 24th April 2017                                                       £15.00 
Honorarium for carrying out 2016/17 internal
Audit of accounts (Hugh Holland)                                      £100.00
                                                                                                 £8,023.85
RECEIPTS FOR MAY 2017
Additional inscription (Hardman)
Ivett & Reed                                                                          £17.00
First half year precept (SCDC)                                            £20,875.00
Half year rent for allotment plot (Ella Pope)                   £6.00
                                                                                                 £20,898.00                        

ITEM 13B. APPROVAL OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2016/17 FOR SUBMISSION TO EXTERNAL AUDITOR
In separate votes, the Council approved both the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statement for 2016/17 for submission to the external auditor.

ITEM 14. CORRESPONDENCE 
SmithsonHill invitation to view their proposals for a AgriTech park located to the east of the A1301 and South of the A505 at Hinxton on 16th / 17th May 2017
ITEM 15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING :
Tuesday 13th June 2017










