


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2025 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL
MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.
PRESENT: Chair – Richard Williams, Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, David Cunado, Ian Beeby, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, County Councillor Peter McDonald and 4 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Ellie Standen and Marc van Niekerk.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
The Parish Council decided not to take forward the proposed LHI for yellow lines on the bend at Newton Road at present but to focus on other problematic areas of the village. (To be discussed in item 8).
Clerk followed up on the transfer of Land at Newton Road and was advised that the matter is still in the hands of the solicitors.
Premises Licence was granted by SCDC for the Pavilion on the Lawn.
Licensing hours will be 12 noon – 8pm Saturdays & Sundays only.
ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
None.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM 
Further requests were made to County Councillor Peter McDonald to ask that all abandoned road signs left in the village be taken away.



ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
	Parish Council Report January 2025 

	

	County Council Budget 2025/26
Ive deliberately focused on the 2025/25 budget as this is the key issue right now.
· The county council has shared its proposals to continue delivering its vision of a creating a greener, fairer and more caring Cambridgeshire. Part of these proposals will identify the Council’s priorities for where to spend over £1billion to deliver services and support for people and communities across the county. Priorities included with the draft Business Plan and Budget are:
· Investing £21 million into the county’s 4,500 miles of road network, footpaths, cycleways, and drainage systems in 2025-26, with a further £20 million being invested in 2026-27.
· Investing £20 million over the next 3 years to support providers of adult social care services to pay care workers the Real Living Wage, helping to recruit and retain people to deliver these essential services.
· Investing £6.8 million in low carbon heating for schools and council buildings and £8.7 million being invested to deliver enhanced and upgraded household waste recycling centres in Milton and March.
· However, rising demand for the services we provide, along with the costs of those services also rising, continues to impact the county council’s available funding, just as is the case with many other local authorities. That means we also must continue to make difficult choices about where we spend and where we make savings.
· This means we have a budget gap of £34.2 million in 2025-26 which needs to be closed.
· As part of the report to be discussed by councillors, this includes a proposed council tax increase of 4.99% for 2025-26. This increase, if approved, would generate around £20 million in additional funding, not only helping the council to balance the books and set a legal budget, but more importantly, meaning we can commit to:
· continuing the record level of investment in the county’s highway and cycleway network that we started last year.
· ensuring that adult care services can continue to support and protect vulnerable adults by investing over £30 million to meet rising demand and costs and supporting the social care workforce.
· funding almost £0.8 Billion investment in capital expenditure to build vital schools, investing in care and community facilities, including libraries, and continue to deliver our ambitious net zero target.
· provide £2.5m to maintain holiday school vouchers for those most in need.
· sustaining home to school transport for children in education right across the county by a further £4.7 million in additional funding to help meet rising demands and costs.
· helping to provide extra capacity to support children and young people in care and children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
· In our pre-budget engagement exercise, just over 50% of respondents supported an increase in Council Tax of up to 4.99% to help maintain or improve essential services.
· In reports, published for the Strategy, Resources and Performance committee, councillors considered:
· Progress to date and key investment areas for 2025/26 aligned to the council’s recently updated and approved Strategic Framework – setting out how the authority will deliver its vision of a creating greener, fairer and more caring Cambridgeshire through its seven ambitions and responding to the needs of residents gathered through its annual Quality of Life Survey.
· The proposed council tax increase of 4.99% and what this additional funding will mean in terms of helping to meet some of our increased costs, as well as additional investment in priority areas.
· The council’s long-term approach to changing the way it operates so that it can improve efficiency, value for money and productivity. This means getting the basics right and innovating the way services are delivered so the council can maximise the value of every pound it spends. This work includes saving £1.5m from rationalising office accommodation, and £0.5m from making greater use of technology.
· Have your say - complete our consultation survey.

Happy New Year to you All


	


Peter McDonald Jan 5th, 2025


District Report

Cllr Richard Williams

Revised Planning Application for the Old Scrap Yard, Station Road West. 

I made a call-in request for the revised application to be considered by the Planning Committee (rather than decided under delegated powers), because of the Parish Council’s objection and the significance of the application to the village. The request was granted and so the application will be decided by the Committee, likely in February or March. 


Annual report to tenants and leaseholders
South Cambs published its annual report to Tenants and leaseholders of council homes in December 2024. The full report is available at this link: Tenant and Leaseholder news - South Cambs District Council .  
Local Plan, Updated Timetable.
The district has approved an updated timetable for completion of the next Local Plan. The timetable envisages a full draft of a new plan going to statutory public consultation in late 2025, with submission of the new plan likely in late 2026. Of course, the local plan process is somewhat overshadowed by the Government’s ‘Cambridge 2050’ agenda, which envisages upwards of 150,000 new homes in our area by 2050 and the possibility of a Development Corporation. What this will mean for the plan, and development in our area, is still highly uncertain. But it seems clear that whatever happens with the Local Plan, the Government has plans for growth outside of any local planning process. 
Four Day Week – Public Consultation Plan. 
Two years and four months after the District Council introduced four days’ work for five days’ pay for council staff, a plan has finally been brought forward to ask residents about the initiative. The details of the planned consultation will be discussed by the Council’s scrutiny committee this week, and if approved the consultation will run in the near future. Unfortunately, the draft consultation questionnaire does not ask residents directly if they support five days’ pay for four days’ work. 
Local Government Reorganisation – Plan to Abolish District and County Councils. 
The Government has brought forward a plan as part of its Devolution in England White Paper to abolish District and County Councils and replace them with new Unitary Councils that deliver all council services. The Government has suggested that new Unitary Councils should have a population of at least 500,000 people, although there can be exceptions. The combined population of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is around 900,000, so the most obvious structure would be some form of ‘North Cambridgeshire and P’bro’ Unitary Council and a ‘Southern Cambridgeshire’ Unitary Council (perhaps including the existing South Cambs, Cambridge City and East Cambs district). However, there is no formal proposal for our area and the government expects existing local councils to come up with a plan for new Councils.
Cambridgeshire is in the second tier of council reform, and we have been told that proposals will need to be submitted to the Government later this year. If that timetable holds, it is likely a new Council would take over from the existing Districts and County in 2028 (probably with elections to this council as a ‘shadow council’ in 2027). 
There are certainly some advantages to a Unitary structure, which would be easier for residents to understand than the current set of Districts delivering some services and County other services. However, there are also disadvantages in that a single council will likely be larger than existing districts, so local government may become a bit more remote. As things stand, the process whereby a restructuring proposal for Cambridgeshire will be developed has not been set out. But the Parish Council may wish to express a view when the process becomes clear.

ITEM 8. TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE PRIVATELY FUNDED LOCAL HIGHWAY INITIATIVE PROJECTS.
Having decided not to take forward the proposed LHI for yellow lines on the bend at Newton Road.
The Parish Council is looking to privately fund other local highway initiative projects to some of the more problematic areas of the village that are causing concern. 

Cllr Williams and Cllr Kilpatrick will be looking at both Station Road (West) and Royston Road where changes to the parking restrictions are needed. 

Cllr James, Cllr Holmes, Councillor de Vries and Cllr Beeby will focus on finding a solution to the ongoing parking issues on North Road.

Cllr Williams and Cllr Freeman are to look at what, if any improvements can be made to the turning right into Ledo Road from the A505.

All working groups of the parish council will meet and report their findings back to the council at its next meeting.


ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
Planning Reference: 24/04748/FUL 
Site address: Lyndale Middlemoor Road Whittlesford
Proposal: Demolition of existing bungalow and garage and the construction of 1 No. single storey dwelling and provision of an air source heat pump.
The Parish Council made representation to ask that any noise levels of an air source heat pump be taken in consideration to neighbouring properties but otherwise supported this application.
Planning Ref: 24/04745/HFUL
Site address: Owls Barn 24 Station Road (West) Whittlesford 
Proposal: First floor rear extension, conversion of garage to bedroom, new parapet and roof covering to garage, new lean-to pergolas to front, side and rear, and new cladding to fenestration (Part Retrospective).
The Parish Council supported this application.
Planning Ref: 24/04604/HFUL

Site address: 56 West End Whittlesford 

Proposal: Part single storey, part two storey side and rear extension following demolition of existing side lean to, single storey front and side extension and alterations to fenestration.

The Parish Council supported this application.

 Planning Ref: 24/04671/FUL

Site address: Parade Square Duxford Airfield Royston Road

Proposal: Installation of protective tarmac, adjustments to manhole covers, reconstruction of a concrete channel, restoration of grass verge vegetation, and installation of an oil separator.

The Parish Council supported this application.



ITEM 10. ACCOUNTS – Month 10 (2024/25)

Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 10 2024/25
ACCOUNTS TO PAY - 11th December 2024 – 14th January 2025

ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Business Banking Charges                              16.30                                                                                                                                                                   
Employers Pension Contribution                                106.85                                                                    
Employees’ Pension Contribution                                 85.48                                        
Parish Clerk Salary                                                       1,264.27                                             
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                         181.23
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                   300.00 Chq 100673
Allotments & Community Orchard                            200.00 Chq 100674
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                        150.00 Chq 100674
Whittlesford Tree Group                                              55.98 Chq 100675
Membership to Cambs Acre  Vat - £14 .40               86.40 Chq 100676
Donation to SSYI                                                        1,000.00 Chq 100677
MD Landscapes verge maintenance                         600.00 Chq 100678 (Not Cashed) Carry over to month 1
Annual maintenance costs for NROS                     2,520.00 Chq 100679
Accountibbleity Payroll                                                109.50 
Land Reg NROS                                                                14.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                     £6,090.01

VAT FOR MONTH 10                                                       £14.40                                                                            

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 10
Interest from NS & I Account                                      £752.71                                                                              



ITEM 11 CORRESPONDENCE
No items of correspondence were raised for discussion.
ITEM 12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 11th February 2025.

These minutes remain in draft form until they have been formally approved at the next public meeting of the Parish Council on Tuesday 11th February 2025.



Signed by the Chair of meeting:





Dated: 11th February 2025



