WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD ON FRIDAY 17TH MAY 2024

PRESENT
Chair and District Councillor Richard Williams, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Ian Beeby, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 28 members of the public.
Chair – Richard Williams welcomed Parishioners to the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Millennium Room at the Memorial Hall.

Item 1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Vice-Chair Philip James, David Cunado, Marc van Niekerk, Andy McPhee, Michael Kilpatrick, Ellie Standen and Revd Olivia Coles.
Item 2. Signing of the minutes
The Minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on Friday 19th May 2023 were signed at the Parish Council meeting of 13th June 2023 as a true record.
Item 3. Annual Report & Announcements from the Chair

Annual Report from the Chair of the Parish Council

This year the Parish Council has launched an initiative to support village groups and organizations with a new £5000 grant funding scheme. Any village group or society can apply if they meet the scheme criteria. The Parish Council has continued to lobby other organisations on behalf of the village and a particular focus has been on engaging with County Council Highways to try address road, parking and signage problems. After many years of such lobbying, it looks like the footpath on the west side of Duxford Road towards Royston Road will shortly be resurfaced, making connections between the station area and the central village safer. Looking forward, the County Council will be running a consultation on the introduction of a 20mph zone in the village within the next few months. The County also has plans for a new cycle path on the east side of Duxford Road, which will be subject to a consultation later in the year. 

During the year we were joined by two new councillors. Cllr Ellie Standen and Cllr Ian Beeby joined in November 2023. Ellie is leading the council Environment and Open Spaces Committee and Ian is leading our Highways and transport Committee. The Parish Council, like the village clubs, societies and organisations, is entirely reliant on residents giving up their time to work for the village.  We have a thriving village community thanks to the work of all those who run the clubs, societies and organisations whose reports follow, and many others besides (not least the team that produces and distributes LOOK every month). Thank you to all of our volunteers and voluntary organisations for the work that they do supporting our community.

Richard Williams
Chair of the Parish Council. 


Item 4. Annual Reports from village clubs, groups, and organisations,
followed by both County & District Councillor Reports.


WHITTLESFORD BALL
The meeting welcomed Faye, who gave a brief presentation as a member of the Whittlesford Ball Committee. This gave an insight as to the organisation of the summer ball which is held on alternate years on the Lawn and raises money for local organisations and village charities.
The Whittlesford Summer Ball began by a group of William Westley mums to provide much needed funds …. and it has grown!
We are six volunteers, all living in, and with strong connections to the village, giving up out time to make sure the ball is a fabulous night!
In 2022 we gave 11k to William Westley, 1.5k to Hope Support Services and 1k to Eco Whittlesford.
In 2019 we gave 11.5k to William Westley, 2.5k to The Laughter Specialists and 1.5k to Raise the Roof.
In 2017 and before we have supported Whitsers, Whittlesford Warriors, MindEd, and MacMillan.
Our current Summer Ball will be held on Saturday 6th July and in the bank the night before is typically less than £100. All our profit is made on the night through bar sales, raffle, auction and heads and tails games.
Our ticket sales must cover: The Marquee, Caterers, Generator, Fridge, Toilets, Band, The Bar, Insurance, Lawn Hire, Recycling, Glass hire, and teenagers.




MEMORIAL HALL MANAGEMENT REPORT

The Hall continues to thrive with an average of about 22 bookings per week.  On a Tuesday the Hall is in constant use from 8.30 am continually through until 9.30 pm.

There are 14 regular hirers with a variety of bookings, at weekends as diverse as a sewing group, chess tournaments, and children’s birthday parties, art classes and curiosity fairs and various AGMs in addition to our Indoor Bowls, Bridge, Gardening Club and our resident Whitsers Playgroup.

We have replaced the ten old mercury lamps in the main hall with LED lights and now the Hall is totally covered with LED lights.

The entrance to the car park has been improved and we are now considering a complete resurfacing programme.

Further data and the need for two EV chargers is ongoing and we would welcome any supporting comments.

The Photovoltaic system installed in 2012 has now exceeded £50,000 of gross income.

Finally, I would like to recognise the Management Committee team of Felicity de Vries, Pam Freeman, Richard Williams, Martin Livermore (Secretary), Tim Stone, Paul Tibble (Treasurer) and Penny Toop (Booking Clerk) and our invaluable Cleaner/Caretaker Beverley Arnold, all of whom have provided incredible support during the year ensuring our Hall is presented to its full potential.





WELCOME TO WHITTLESFORD TEA PARTY
There has been a long tradition in Whittlesford to welcome those who move into the village.  The above is the latest incarnation.
It is usually held annually, on the first Sunday in February.  Afternoon tea is served where all, including children, can meet the many organisations and have an opportunity to learn more about them in a friendly atmosphere. 
Please do get in touch if you wish to be notified of the next event.
Organising Committee:
Annie Appleyard   01223 830200  annieappleyard11@gmail.com
Judy Oswald
Penny Toop


Nicholas Swallow & Other Charities
Firstly, I would like to pay a special tribute to Ken Winterbottom who stepped down as a Trustee in May last year after almost forty years and also as Chairman for ten years.

My fellow Trustees and I welcomed the formal recognition with Ken being awarded the British Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours list acknowledging the major contribution that he has made in Whittlesford.

The village Charity has been caring for Whittlesford people since the 15th century and its aim is to ‘help those in need’.

The Charity continues to subsidise the village car services which provides transport for village residents to doctors, dentists, opticians, and hospitals. Those wishing to use this service should contact either Michael or Lindsay on 01223 837038.

The Charity is concerned that some people in the village may be finding it difficult to make ‘ends meet’ in the current economic climate.  Anyone in need should contact our Clerk Johnny Goodman 07770 624769. All requests for assistance are treated in the strictest of confidence.

Finally, in view of the growing demand for low-cost housing in the village, the Charity remains totally committed to provide additional affordable housing when available.

David Toop
Chairman







		

	






Report for the Parish Council Annual Meeting May 2024
St Mary & St Andrew Whittlesford Parish Church

St Mary and St Andrew Parish Church in Whittlesford continues to grow in numbers of all ages who attend services, but also as a place that visitors and locals visit during the day when the church is open.
Following such a successful year in 2022 when we celebrated 1,000 years of a village and church in Whittlesford, a stained-glass window was commissioned to commemorate this amazing celebration.
The caring window is the first stained-glass window to depict the Covid pandemic and shows a snapshot of the way the pandemic affected us globally as well as locally.  The window has drawn people from far and wide (with even global interest) and it is fabulous to see the numbers of people who have enjoyed visiting our church to see the window.

We are delighted that so many in our community feel an attachment to our church and building, whether they attend on a Sunday or not and we really value the support for the church from the community – whether this is in helping with donations towards our Raise the Roof project for a new roof (completed in 2022), maintaining the churchyard, which is enjoyed by all who walk or cycle through it, decorating the church as part of the flower team or helping volunteer on the cleaning rota.  We have also much enjoyed hosting talks and lectures of general interest to the village.

This year we have appreciated visits from William Westley Primary school for special festival assemblies at Christmas, Harvest and Easter, as well as visits from Whitsers Pre-school and local cub and rainbow groups.
Our Church Rooms are used regularly by an Art Group and others who want a smaller space for a meeting.
As we now have online access with our livestreaming, we are able to connect with the elderly or housebound and those around the world for our services, including funerals, weddings and baptisms.  We currently have regular attenders from Germany and Canada!
We are also working in Partnership with the URC (United Reformed Church) of Whittlesford and the minister Revd Phil Nevard.  The URC congregation of about 5 people now regularly worship in the Parish Church and we have a shared URC style service on the 4th Sunday of the month.  In addition, we host a weekly term time afterschool club for children from year 5 upwards (9 years plus), the ARK at the URC on a Monday afternoon which regularly attracts between 25-30 children and a monthly youth group session ARKEXtra.  Twice a month we have a baby and toddler group Little Fishes which is going really well with between 10-20 parents and carers attending.  We are still hoping to open a community café (with work to upgrade the kitchen and hall planned at some point this year).  We have a shared vision to see the URC building used as a community centre/ hub which encourages the well-being and flourishing of all our community with all the activities that are held there.
We continue to work with Eco Whittlesford, including supporting the community litter picking as well as enjoying moth nights, bat box building and the setting up of a new nature trail around the churchyard, amongst other events.
I would like to thank the Parish Council for their support towards the churches of Whittlesford.  It is really important and such a blessing that we can work together for the good of all in our community and village.
Olivia 
Revd Olivia Coles 
Vicar of St Mary and St Andrew Whittlesford
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Raise The Roof
Well, the wonderful news after some six and a half years is that the restoration programme is now complete on our beautiful Grade 1 listed 1,000-year-old Parish Church. The clay tiles on the porch and nave have been replaced, the specialist lime rendering internally achieved, painting throughout including the porch and finally the replacement of recast lead work on the chancel and south aisle.
This achievement was accomplished with the unstinted commitment and dedication of Lionel Ginsberg and David Wright.
That’s the good news, however, we have an interest free loan of £20,000 to repay Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust over the next four years. The first repayment was made in March 2023. So, fund raising continues and it is paramount that we maintain an income from the very popular monthly Raise the Roof Club Draw in order to meet our liability.
David Toop





Whittlesford URC Annual Report
Our biggest change over the last year has been to combine our Sunday morning worship services with the worship at the Parish Church so that we are all worshipping together every week on a Sunday.  The URC and the Parish Church have been in formal partnership for many years, but we are starting to work ever more closely together so that we can take full advantage of the opportunities having two very different styles of building in the village.
The URC building will be more of a focus for our “community hub” activities and we have been encouraged by what is already being developed: the Ark after-school drop-in club, the uniform shop, little fishes group and an increasingly busy program of activities run by Eco Whittlesford.  We also have Pilates and a dance-school.
The URC is developing plans for a proper refurbishment including a new kitchen and redesigned café-space, new flooring, audio-visual installation, proper screen between church and a tea-point in the church space.  Finalising building specs and writing funding applications is taking longer than hoped, but we will get there!
Our hope is that we can find enough interested and committed villagers to run a properly community-owned coffee shop venture where any profits would be used for the benefit of the village.
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The Meeting welcomed Sue Ginsberg, who gave a brief presentation on the Whittlesford ECO Group
                                  
Eco Whittlesford is all about building a community of care: care for our common home – the land, air, water, and all living things, including ourselves. 
As we get together and build the vision, we can begin to see that it is possible to make positive changes where we are, and that can give us hope. We now have over 100 members, and we want to say thank you to all of you and our village community in general who continue to be so supportive. We particularly thank the Parish Council for their grant support, the Memorial Hall committee, and the URC for the generous use of their buildings.
Over the last year our events have included an evening on Solar Panels, an evening about Heat Pumps, a film and discussion night at the Memorial Hall jointly organised with 2G3SS (Green Groups in Stapleford, Sawston and Shelford’s), a Veganuary Bring and Share meal, quiz and discussion with input from Cambridge Sustainable Food and kindly hosted by the Bees in the Wall. In March we had another successful Village Litter Pick with nearly 30 volunteers.

In the summer Ashley led us on a botany walk, and over the year supervised two bat, bird and hedgehog box making mornings. The boxes are being installed on the Nature trails around the village. These are being funded by a Community Chest award and the Whittlesford Summer Ball. The first of these trails (around the churchyard) is up and running and another is almost ready. A QR code link to our website (ecowhittlesford.org.uk) provides a guide with information about flora and fauna along the way, as well as extra information on geology and history. Thank you to Ashley for his ongoing support, expert advice and partnership. 
Another joint venture was clearing the path though the Millenium wood with the Tree Group. We are keen to get together with all village groups to support and increase biodiversity, and to significantly reduce our community carbon footprint. We aim to reduce our net emissions to zero. Eco Whittlesford and the Parish Council Environment Group plan to work together to develop and realise this vision.
Sue Ginsberg
(Chair Eco Whittlesford)


[image: http://www.williamwestley.cambs.sch.uk/upload/image/wwwlogo.gif]William Westley CE (VC) Primary School Annual Report 2023/2024
The meeting also welcomed Andrew Westcott, the Head Teacher at our village Primary School, who gave the following report
prepared by Chloe Landucci and Andrew Westcott on 10th April 2024.

We aim to “let our light shine” in our school, our homes and our community by looking outwards to support one another in the journey of life. A benefactor William Westley, in a charitable act, gave money to fund the education of the children of Whittlesford. This vision is a response and recognition of that legacy. 
William Westley School continues to go from strength to strength. We have achieved some excellent end of KS2 results (2023 - top 10% nationally) and received a fantastic SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) report in December 2023. 
Strengths from the report include:
“The Christian vision and values are based on biblical teaching and understood by the school community. Dedicated senior leaders, governors and staff drive the vision forward so that it has a transformational impact.”
“The school is an inclusive and caring community where everyone is accepted. Pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities are enabled to succeed.”
“Pupils are encouraged to take on responsibility and to become advocates for positive change. This impacts the school and the wider community.” (SIAMS December 2023)
The school community remain a constant source of strength using people’s gifts and talents for the benefit of others. 
We currently have 188 pupils on roll which has decreased from 202 in January 2022. Our three youngest year groups all have 21-24 children in each class with our four eldest year groups almost full; this is representative of a nationwide trend of falling birth rates. The majority of the school funding formula is based on pupil numbers so this poses a significant challenge to the school budget. Should this reduced number continue, this will present challenges in keeping a seven-class structure.
Since the pandemic, we have seen a rapid increase in the number of children presenting with Social, Emotional, Mental & Health problems. Currently, this is being well-supported by our ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) and Blue Smile (a children’s mental health charity). 
We have supported two Early Careers Teachers with their training and are developing our relationship with the Faculty of Education in Cambridge to support undergraduates with their training.  
Our PTA are brilliant raising money for books, outdoor play equipment and forest school. We continue to be very grateful to members of the local community including the Nicholas Swallow Charity and the Charity of William Westley for their donations to support the continued development of the school – to support the nurture and enrichment we provide.

Our links with the Parish Church and United Reformed Church continue to be a real strength. Rev. Olivia and Rev. Phil support our Collective Worship weekly and we thank them for their ongoing support in all parts of school life. 
Staff, parents and governors have continued to work hard in prioritising and promoting the overall development of the children at William Westley CE Primary School. We have just applied to be reaccredited for the Science Quality Mark which is an excellent achievement and continue to take an active part in sports competitions across South Cambridgeshire. 

We commend the hard work of the brilliant staff and pupils behind these achievements.
Chloe Landucci, Chair of Governors
Andrew Westcott, Headteacher
 William Wesley CE (VC) Primary School
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WHITSERS PRE SCHOOL
Whitsers Pre School is nestled in the heart of our village and is located at Whittlesford Memorial Hall. Whitsers is for children aged 2.5 to 4 years of age and offers a unique blend of activities that enrich young minds while fostering a sense of community and tradition. We encourage hands on learning experiences that simulate creativity and curiosity.  At Whitsers every day is an adventure filled with laughter, learning and meaningful connections through a diverse range of activities, the children can gain valuable knowledge and skills for the world around them.    
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Some of the highlights this year included having some baby peacocks visiting, receiving a card from Buckingham Palace from King Charles and Queen Camilla. We went to visit the War Memorial to lay our poppy wreath, the children were very excited as they were able to watch a digger repair the hall car park.  Dance dedication came to visit and gave the children a dance lesson.  We had several visits to St Mary and St Andrew’s church to celebrate Harvest, Christmas and more recently Easter.
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Description automatically generated]Our annual Nativity play was a great success, and it was a sellout, the Elf on the shelf came to visit and got up to mischief and we had a visit from Father Christmas.  After Christmas the children and staff celebrated the Lunar New Year and eagerly immersed themselves in the vibrant tradition of dragon dancing, making a dragon’s head and dancing in a rhythmic way.  The children mastered the art of using chopsticks and used these to eat the healthy stir fry that they prepared for snack. 

We joined William Westley for the pancake race on Shrove Tuesday, made valentines day cards and goodies and the children gave their Mummy’s a daffodil plant that they had planted in the Autumn for a Mother’s Day gift.
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 Our theme this half term focused on mental wellbeing which included mindfulness exercises, promoting children to talk about their feelings, and we engaged in arts and craft projects, the children made calm down bottles and breathing wands.  We introduced a feelings board, where the children and staff can add how they are feeling when they arrive at Whitsers and move their name if their feelings change throughout the day.  We ended the term with our very own ‘spa ‘and children were able to truly relax.
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Description automatically generated]The fundraising team have some events planned for the rest of the year, including a quiz night, bingo, wine tasting and a summer fete, please look out for further details.  With costs rising Whitsers is reliant on fundraising to buy resources and equipment.  The pre-school would like to update our garden and are fundraising to help finance this.  So far, the fundraising team have raised £2.177.40, a big thank to the community for supporting our fundraising efforts.





COMMUNITY GROWERS GROUP
This is the 3rd year of the group which was set up both to introduce people to the
joys of growing produce and to promote the mental and physical wellbeing of
residents of the Parish of Whittlesford; we are currently growing vegetables,
herbs, flowers and fruit. The participants share any produce grown.
The plot is developed using organic methods for growing and wherever possible.
recycled and up-cycled materials.
We have turned a very overgrown and derelict plot into a manageable space,
fixed the fencing, greenhouse and the shed and produced vegetable beds and
composing areas. We are using about half of the available space and intend to
cultivate the rest of the plot in the coming years.
The group is open to all residents of the Parish and participation is free although.
we do all contribute in buying any seeds if necessary and by spending time
working on the plot. Some people prefer to help with fixing fencing and other.
maintenance jobs but others prefer the soil. We have a good mix of abilities and
welcome both experienced gardeners and people new to allotment growing.
This year we have held regular group work parties and people have also enjoyed.
spending time on their own when they are free. The group is mindful of the
wellbeing of the group members and we are respectful and supportive of each
other.
We have successfully grown potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, beets, beans and other
vegetables and had less successful outcomes for other crops, all of which was a
good learning experience. The group enjoyed the produce grown.




LAWN TRUST ANNUAL REPORT TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
The last 12 months on the Lawn have been as busy as always, with several notable events:
 
· King's Coronation Picnic provided an enjoyable outdoor gathering for many residents to celebrate together.
· Pavilion Refurbishment (first phase) was completed providing improved facilities for sporting fixtures, various community events and gatherings.
· Christmas Tree and Carols Round the Tree was again wonderful event, with the Trust providing refreshments accompanied by heartwarming singing, fostering community spirit and holiday cheer.
· Food Vans: continue to attend some weekday evenings, with a pizza van joining the established Fish & Chips van, enriching the community experience with diverse culinary offerings.
· The Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) project continues to progress the acquisition of a second set of new movable tennis nets, improving recreational opportunities for all.
· A Textile Bank was installed - a joint venture with the William Westley PTA - generating funds for both organisations whilst promoting sustainability and community support.
 
The board of Trustees has seen some change too over this last year. We extend our sincere gratitude to Howard Elsey for his tireless dedication and hard work in making many of these achievements possible and wish him and his family well as he stands down from the role of Co-Chair. 
 
Additionally, we acknowledge Danny Grigg for his contributions over many years representing the Cricket Club as he also stands down this year.
 
We also welcome two new members to the Trust. John Reynolds, who replaces Danny as Trustee and representative for the Cricket Club, and Lucy Harper, who joins is a non-trustee member.
 
The Lawn as usual has been well used over the year by parishioners and visitors all year round and of all ages, from a few days old to those with a few more years under the belt! The sports clubs - Tennis Club, Cricket Club, Whittlesford United and Whittlesford Warriors - continue to use The Lawn for organised sports throughout the year.
 
In the summer we often have family groups enjoying picnics with often 3 generations. To support such numbers of visitors, we now have 3 blue bins for recyclables, bottles, cans and cardboard. There are also 2 dog waste bins, one each side of the Lawn, and please do remember to clean up after your dog as there are many young children as well as sports games on the Lawn.
 
In the last couple of years, we have had a Pyramidal orchid joining our usual Bee orchids. Thankfully no trees have been diseased recently, and they look better for having a recent crown-lift, especially over paths. One small tree died and has been replaced by a Hornbeam as a memorial tree for Nick Maynard, our previous groundsman, donated with a bench & plaque to his brother Robin.  All trees remain subject to a Protection Order, reinforced by the recent inclusion of the Lawn in the village Conservation Area.
 
Looking to next year, the major projects include completing the refurbishment of the Pavilion (the referee’s room and replacing the external doors and windows) and adding to the MUGA facilities. Longer term project remains putting electrics to the tennis courts so that one day they could have flood lights, which would allow winter use of the MUGA by sports such as netball. 
 
Like many organisations, The Lawn Trust finances remain in a challenging position. Our larger projects and the ability to replace the larger pieces of equipment like the mower require additional financing such as Section 106 funds allocated to the Parish and other fundraising activities - this year, The Lawn has become a beneficiary of the Whittlesford Summer Ball (tickets still available). 
 
In respect to fundraising, the Committee needs additional volunteers to join us in our fundraising endeavours to sustain Whittlesford Lawn as a charity that enriches the aesthetics and ambiance of our village.
 
Finally, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all our Trustees for their contributions and efforts through the year, which ensures The Lawn remains a well-used and valued village asset. In particular, special recognition goes to Ian Beeby, who as well as being our Treasurer is also our Groundskeeper, and in this capacity has ensured The Lawn has remained in tip-top condition! 


District Councillor Richard Williams
2023 was a significant year for development plans in the Greater Cambridge Area. In July, the Secretary of State (SoS), Michael Gove outlined a new Government initiative called ‘Cambridge 2050’. The strategy was confirmed in a further speech in December, with further details published in the Budget in March 2024. The number of new houses at the heart of this strategy had dropped to 150K by December (from an initial 250K) and the SoS acknowledged the constraints that water supply put on development in the area. Nonetheless, he committed to finding solutions to water scarcity via the ‘Water Task Force’ established in summer 2023.  The District Council’s separate Local Development Plan has been delayed whilst solutions are sought to the water issue, with significant progress now unlikely before next year.
The District Council’s trial of a ‘four-day week’ for it’ staff continued to attract a good deal of media attention during the year. The trial involves all council employees working for four days, whilst being paid for five. The four day’s work are not extended – the idea is that council staff complete their duties in fewer hours. 
The study into potential improvements and changes on the A505 made some progress during the year.  The Councillor contact group for the study has met on a few occasions to hear updates from highways staff on how the study is progressing and potential options for improving the road. Whilst formal proposals have yet to be made, the project team are considering options around a series of ‘mobility hubs’ along the route and increased active travel paths. 
Throughout the year I have helped residents with a wide variety of housing, environmental, planning and other issues. If you would like to discuss a matter of local concern, please do not hesitate to get in touch and I will do my best to help. My contact details are below. 
cllr.richardwilliams@gmail/07584037016


County Councillor Peter McDonald
In December 2023, I reported that we were facing a £23m gap in County Council funding for 2024/25 as a result of inflation and other factors. This has now been closed to c.£2m.
The revised proposals focus on sustaining social services, continuing to provide free school meal vouchers for eligible children during holidays, progressing the council’s commitment to pay the real living wage to people providing adult social care, and prioritising highways and cycleways maintenance across the county. However, even with a proposed council tax rise of 4.99% – 2% of which will be dedicated to adult social care services – the combination of demand for services, inflation and the ending of some government grants will still leave a £2m gap in the 2024/5 budget.
Included in the proposals for the coming year are for the council to:
•	Invest £57 million to sustain children’s and adult social care services.
•	Further the Council’s commitment to the Real Living Wage, which has increased to £12ph outside London, to take account of the Government uplift of the legally enforceable Living Wage, being paid by adult care providers.
•	Prioritise £3m to continue to provide holiday food vouchers for all children eligible for free school meals, despite the government support being likely to end in the next financial year.
•	Invest £2.2m to deliver other anti-poverty initiatives – such as support to make sure that vulnerable people are claiming all the welfare benefits that they are entitled to.
•	Put £1.3m into delivering more accessible libraries to support vulnerable communities.
•	Prioritise investment of £23m into making highways, footpaths, and cycleways safer – on top of a recently announced government allocation of £2.3m. This will be to deliver improvements which both repair and prevent potholes, deliver improved drainage schemes, and reinstate cycleway maintenance and weed clearance.
•	Put additional funding into schemes for people experiencing mental health issues to prevent them reaching crisis, particularly focussing on younger people.
The proposals include an increase of council tax by 4.99%, the maximum permitted by Government before a public referendum is needed – with a total of 2% of this increase dedicated to adult social care services across the county, and £17.6m of identified additional savings – from areas such as:
	moving to LED streetlights which are set to deliver £1m in energy savings each year; £1.5m across the next three years from rationalising the council’s office accommodation; more than £2m from reviewing the highest cost children’s placement costs, and home to school transport routes – to bring children closer to home and reduce travel time; £0.5m from driving down the amount of bad debt; reviews of income raised by permits and parking charges are also proposed to raise just under £1m.
My responsibilities are serving on: Highways Committee, Strategy & Resources Committee (the budget setting Committee), County Farms Group as a member.
Currently we are working on 20 mph implementation, and Civil Parking Enforcement.

Item 5. Open Forum
Thanks were given to the District Council for the numerous occasions they have tackled the fly-tipping at the lay-by on the Shelford Road.
Do enough people really want EV Charging facilities in the Memorial Hall Car Park? The Memorial Hall Committee has explored the option to install EV charging facilities, but nothing has been agreed at this stage.
What has happened to the proposed Travel Hub for Whittlesford?
There has been little progress since the GCP first reported its plans. A public consultation will take place if the authority’s board agrees to move the project forward.
What is happening with the Neighbourhood Plan?
Whittlesford has a decent plan and consultant on board, unfortunately it is not making progress. It needs someone to Chair the Steering Group.
Thanks were given to all the volunteers and everyone who gives their time to the village, without you all we would not have the community that we have here in Whittlesford.
Many pavements in the village are in poor condition, is there a plan and budget?
The Parish Council is fully aware of the state of the pavements, and we now have a new highways and road safety committee who will summarise all arears in need of repair and together we will work with the County Council to improve our footways and pavements.
Will there be an Allotment Holders Meeting this year?
Yes, an Allotment holders meeting is planned for later in the year.
Last year’s meeting was held in October, and we will keep everyone updated on that.
At the last allotment meeting the matter was raised for some minor work to be carried out on the ‘Turner bench’. Can you confirm when this will be done?

Clerk to arrange maintenance of the bench will the allotment contractor.
A member of the public handed over some historical papers to the Parish Council.
A query was raised as to the reserve funds that the Parish Council holds and asks what it is reserved for? 
It was confirmed that £20,000 was set aside as a contribution to footpath repair at Duxford Road, together with £10,000 set aside for an LHI project, but unfortunately, we had been unsuccessful in the last two years, and the remaining £7,000 is the remains of the 106 Arts & Heritage funds that is earmarked for art projects.
Is the District and County keeping an eye on what is going on with the expansion at Stansted? 
Yes, regular meetings take place.
A resident raised the following query in relation to the Lawn and asked that it was recorded in the minutes.
Having been a Lawn Trustee for more than 20 years.
The Lawn is in good condition and reflects credit. One exception is the football goal, this never had majority backing when discussed. Given two assurances, neither were met. Sports Clubs not disadvantaged and promise not kept, grass surface badly worn, and boundary moved. Damaged area, reseeding and repair, second the goal, not a permanent fixture, moved out of season, promise also not kept. Safety concerns of balls on road, goals unsuitable and inappropriate location, distracts from amenity of lawn for village residents.
My question to the Lawn trust is:
Will the Lawn Trust give a commitment to review the location of the goal with a view with to its removal or its relocation to a more suitable and less dangerous position. Can I please be given a timescale for this to be done. Thank you!

Whittlesford Parish Council wished to thank the team at Whitsers Playgroup who served refreshments throughout the evening.

Item 6. Date of next meeting
The date of the next Annual Parish Meeting is yet to be confirmed but is estimated to be held on Friday 23rd or Friday 30th May 2025.
END OF MEETING
The meeting closed at approx..9.15pm.


These minutes are in draft form until formally approved at the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Signed by Chair of meeting:





Dated: 9th July 2024.
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