WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 HELD ON TUESDAY 12th MARCH 2024 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL
MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.
PRESENT
Chair - Richard Williams, Vice Chair - Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Michael Kilpatrick, Felicity de Vries, HHDavid Cunado, Ian Beeby, Ellie Standen, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, County Councillor Peter McDonald and 1 member of the public. 

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Andy McPhee and Marc van Niekerk.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllr Beeby declared a close neighbour interest in item 8.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The Chair signed both minutes of 9th January and 13th February 2024 as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
The Parish Council had followed up a query about reports of the use of mopeds on footpath 2, (Whittlesford Mill to Sawston). The County Council Rights of Way Officer confirmed that any inappropriate use of mopeds would be picked up by Network Rail, who monitor the level crossing on the pathway. 
A new notice board has been installed at Station Road and repairs carried out the notice board at Burma Road.
Cllr Kilpatrick reported that he had carried out the survey at Royston Road to gauge local support for the Council’s Local Highways bid to extend parking restrictions on Royston Road and Station Road. The survey of station Road had been managed by Cllr Beeby. 



ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
There were no announcements from the Chair.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM 
The Parish Council was asked whether it would be possible to install a defibrillator at the Newton Road allotments. The Clerk reported that the Council had looked into the matter as it was initially thought that there was an electricity supply that could be used for a defibrillator at the site of the old telephone box. However, following a recent underground street lighting fault at the junction of Moorfield/Newton Road it is now apparent that the electricity supply had been disconnected. It would prove very difficult to move forward with a defibrillator project with no electricity supply.
A member of the public raised a concern about dog fouling on the grass track footpath that runs through the allotments and vehicles being driven and parked on the path.
In respect of dog fouling, a waste bin is provided at the allotments, and we remind dog owners to be responsible and clear up after their dog. The same applies everywhere in the village.
In respect of vehicles being driven on the path, the Council had made it clear in the allotment holders’ terms and conditions that vehicles should not be driven on the path. The Council reminds all allotment holders that the grass track is a public footpath, and vehicles should not be driven on the path. A parking area is provided just inside the entrance to the allotments. 
A member of the public raised an issue with at tree at the allotments that sits on part of the public footpath close to the footbridge. The tree has several low branches that require attention. Upon a recent inspection from the allotment committee, it was agreed that the low branches should be removed to avoid any hazard to passersby. Clerk to follow this up with the allotment maintenance contractor and ask that he removes the branches.
A member of the public had raised an observation as to the fence at the community allotment/orchard area. It was reported that rabbits were getting into the allotments via the broken fence. The allotment committee are now aware and will decide a way forward.


ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
Cambridgeshire County Report to Parishes March 2024
		

	


County Council Report
Secondary School Places
A greater percentage of Cambridgeshire students will be going to their first-choice secondary school this September. A total of 87.9 per cent have been offered a place at their first-choice school – up from 87.1 per cent last year.
The proportion offered a place at their first, second or third preference school has also risen – from 95.4 per cent in 2023 to 95.8 per cent this year.
The total number of places offered this year was fewer than last – 7,220 compared with 7,413. Year 6 students hear this week (1 March) which secondary school has offered them a place for September 2024.
Half Term Vouchers
More than 23,000 supermarket vouchers were distributed during the February half term to eligible families in Cambridgeshire.
Cambridgeshire County Council has continued to run the existing scheme using the Household Support Fund from the Department for Work and Pensions.
Eligible families were automatically sent a £15 voucher for the week via email or text at the beginning of the half term holiday, with the voucher being valid at a choice of 11 supermarkets. A total of 23,288 were distributed.
The current round of Government funding will end on 31 March, but the county council agreed at its meeting on 13 February to invest £3m of its own money to continue the holiday supermarket vouchers for those children most in need.
The recent quality of life survey of over 5,000 residents in Cambridgeshire showed that 86 per cent of residents were concerned about cost-of-living increases.
Free data SIM cards for low-income households
A reminder that Cambridgeshire Libraries are part of Good Things Foundation’s 
National Databank, O2 and Vodaphone scheme, which makes free data SIM
cards or vouchers available to anyone aged 18+ from a low-income household.
Recipients can self-declare as eligible, and the support is available for a 
maximum period of twelve months. The data can be used with any SIM-enabled device. This offer is available at a range of libraries.

The Busway
Safety works are under way on the Guided Busway to allow the busway to return to full, two-way operation. Since February 2022, a section of the Guided Busway in one direction has been closed between Cambridge Railway Station and the Cambridge Biomedical Campus. A temporary fence was installed whilst an independent safety review was in progress and following ongoing communications with the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) and as part of continuous safety reviews on the busway.
Since then, the county council has been working with the bus operators and emergency services to risk-assess and design a fence to be installed next to the upstand along sections of the southern busway. It has been specifically designed with removable sections to allow for safe evacuation. This work is being carried out in sections to minimise disruption to passengers. Contractors are working seven days a week and the busway and maintenance track are currently programmed to re-open on Saturday 30 March.

Peter McDonald March 3rd 2024



District Report
Cllr Richard Williams
Local Plan Update and ‘Cambridge 2050’
The District Council planning service had published an updated timetable for completion of the next Local Plan. The original timetable envisaged a formal draft plan and statutory consultation this year, but this has been delayed due to concerns about the deliverability of the plan due in light of water stress in the Area. The new timetable sees a formal draft coming forward in late 2025, with a consultation thereafter, although with District elections due in May 2026 it seems likely that formal adoption of the plan would not come until later that year. The Plan is of course in many ways linked to the Government’s “Cambridge 2050” vision for development in our area. A series of documents on the vison for Cambridge, including how water scarcity will be addressed, where published after the budget (links at the foot of this article). It is notable that the timeframe for the Government plan has lengthened by 10 years, so it is now ‘Cambridge 2050’ rather than ‘Cambridge 2040’, and whereas previous iterations have talked about 250K homes, then 150K homes by 2040, there is now talk of illustrative scenarios of 100K by 2050. The District Council in any case was planning around 57K new homes by 2040, so the gap seems to be narrowing. The challenge of finding even enough water for even the 57K homes by 2040 has not been conclusively resolved at this point. The key Government docs are here:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e865a05b6524001af21a7c/The_Case_for_Cambridge.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/addressing-water-scarcity-in-greater-cambridge-update-on-government-measures/addressing-water-scarcity-in-greater-cambridge-update-on-government-measures
District Council Budget 
The 2024/25 District Council; Budget was approved at the end of February. The District part of the Council Tax will rise by £5 (the maximum allowed) for a typical band D property. Rents on Council properties will also rise by the maximum allowed. The Council will be allocating extra funds to ‘transformation’, which really means modernising the delivery of council services, including use of AI. The Council administration’s take on the budget is reflected in the official press release: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/council-backs-budget-and-business-plan/
Four Day Week (4DW)
The council administration is proposing to extend the 4DW indefinitely beyond then end of the trail period, which ends in March. A public consultation is promised in the future although no date has been given. The extension will be discussed/agreed by the Council Cabinet (today March 12), without a vote of all councillors. Further information is available here: https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s134721/Update%20on%20the%20Four-Day%20Week%20Trial.pdf

ITEM 8. STATION ROAD EAST PARKING PROPOSAL
The Parish Council discussed a proposal from the County Council to introduce a resident permit holders parking scheme on Station Road East (SRE). Cllr Beeby outlined concerns that local residents have about the scheme. The council discussed the cost of permits under the proposed scheme and the number of resident spaces proposed. It was noted that the scheme did not offer sufficient resident spaces for the number of houses on SRE and left little or no room for visitor parking. As such, the Parish Council agreed unanimously to object to the scheme on the ground that an insufficient number of spaces for residents were proposed. The council would also indicate to the council its preferences for and alternative scheme extending restricted parking hours on SRE whilst retaining the existing system of resident exemptions from the restrictions.  Cllr Williams, as Chair of the Council, submitted the objection to the County Council. 

ITEM 9. COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP
Cllr Williams reported on a proposal to create a new South Cambs Community Rail Partnership (CRP) covering Whittlesford, as a village with a railway station. A CRP already exists for Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton stations jointly. The CRP is hosted by South Cambs Council, has one employee and would be the basis for the expanded CRP. The activities of the CRP focus on outreach and education, encouraging train use and work on the appearance of stations. The work of the CRP is different to that of a Rail User Group, which is focused on engaging with train companies from the point of view of rail users. The Council agreed to invite a representative of the existing CRP to address the Council on the proposed new CRP, the benefits that would be envisaged for the village, and the costs to the Council of joining a new CRP. Cllr Williams will arrange this for a future meeting.  





ITEM 10. PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 24/25
Cllr Williams presented a draft budget for the Parish for 2024/2025. The budget was discussed by Cllrs with key features, noted. Cllr Williams proposed that the draft budget was adopted by the Council. The motion was seconded by Cllr James and agreed unanimously. 

ITEM 11. COMMUNITY ART PROJECTS
The Council discussed suggestions for a public arts project in the village that had been received from the village community. The Council has £7,000 of ring-fenced money from the Welch’s development that must be spent on public art. A group of councillors has shortlisted three bids. After discussion of the short list, it was agreed that the council would take forward a project for a mosaic that included a map of the village. Cllr de Vries reported on preliminary discussions she had had with an artist, and it was agreed to seek a quote for the project. It was hoped that public workshops could be organised as part of the project where residents could participate in the scheme. 

ITEM 12. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Cllr Standen presented a report of the recent meeting of the Council environment committee. It was agreed that Cllr Standen would contact the County Council to discuss opportunities for new public footpaths on County Council land, and the possibility of the Council obtaining land for increased recreational facilities in the village. These are likely to be complicated and long-term projects, but the Councill unanimously agreed to support opening a conversation with the County as a significant landholder in the village. 









ITEM 13. PLANNING REPORT 
Planning report covers applications received from 6th February to 4th March.
Planning Ref: 23/04605/FUL
Site address: Parade Ground, Duxford Airfield, Royston Road Duxford.
Proposal: Repair of tarmac hard standing surfacing of existing Parade Square, drainage, soft landscaping, and associated works.
The Parish Council supported this application.

Planning Ref: 24/00370/S73
Site address: 38 Station Road (west)
Proposal: S73 to vary condition 2
The Parish Council did not support this application.


Planning Ref: 23/04691/HFUL
Site address: 2 Scotts Gardens
Proposal: Amendment to the installation of an air source heat pump
The Parish Council had No Recommendation.

Planning Ref: 24/0104/TTPO
Site address: William Westley School Mill Lane
Proposal: Burst sewage pipe under pine tree that needs digging 2 metres down and 2-3 metres wide.

Planning Ref: 24/0169/TTPO
Site address: Farriers Newton Road
Proposal: To remove 3 Silver Birch, 2 Ash and 2 Conifers (dead/diseased).





ITEM 14. ACCOUNTS – Month 12
Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 12
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 14th February 2024 – 12th March 2024
The following accounts may have been amended/updated to reconcile with the end of year financial figures of income and expenditure.
Barclays Business Banking Charges                                   13.95                                                      
SSE Street Lighting                                                              125.52 Vat £3.64
Employers Pension Contribution                                     150.60                                                          
Employees’ Pension Contribution                                    120.48
Community Fund                                                                 200.00
Royal Mail Postage Stamps                                                  21.45
Clerks Stationery & Ink                                                         39.99 Vat £6.67
Replacement Notice Board Station Road                       378.00 Vat £63.00                                                                                                                                    
Parish Clerk Salary plus untaken holiday                      1,594.18 Chq 100623/4                          
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                                426.11 Chq 100625
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                          400.00 Chq 100626
Allotments & Community Orchard                                   200.00 Chq 100627
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                               150.00 Chq 100627
[bookmark: _Hlk164796510]Grant to Eco Whittlesford UNCASHED                             320.00 Chq 100628
Memorial Hall Room Hire                                                   187.00
Accountibbleity Payroll                                                       105.00
Invoice cancelled and recredited                                      250.00
ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                        £4,682.28
Eco Whittlesford UNCASHED CHEQUE                           -320.00 Chq 100628  
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                           £4,362.28                                       

VAT FOR MONTH 12                                                           £73.31

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Farm Tenancy Rent (Stonehill Field)                                183.00
Refund in from Utility                                                         480.00
Allotment Rent, half year, new tenancy 14C
Includes holding deposit and water key.                           69.50
Petty Cash refunded Coronation Provisions                   132.23
Overpayment Clerks Salary                                                176.32
Cancelled invoice recredited                                              250.00
Items Refunded from Amazon                                               5.99
Items refunded from Amazon                                                3.49
Barclays Business Reward                                                        0.60 
Interest received from Barclays Saver account               434.89                                                                                  
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                        £1,736.02                                   

COMMUNITY FUND – Balance b/f 13/02/24                  £558.75
Accounts Paid -14/02/24 – 12/03/24                               - 200.00
Available Balance 31st March 2024                                  £358.75



ITEM 15. CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence raised for discussion.





ITEM 16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 9th April 2024.




Signed by Chair of meeting: 








Date signed:  9th April 2024
