


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 HELD ON TUESDAY 9th APRIL 2024 AT 7.30PM 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL
MINUTES
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.
PRESENT Chair - Richard Williams, Vice Chair - Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Marc van Niekerk, HHDavid Cunado, Ian Beeby, Ellie Standen, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 5 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Andy McPhee, Michael Kilpatrick, and County Councillor Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 12th March 2024 were signed by the chair as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
None.
ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR
None.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM 
There have been several reports of unauthorised parking at the allotments. The parking area at the Newton Road allotments is for the sole use of allotment holders. The Parish Council will monitor the situation.
The public foot/cycle path sign at footpath 1 on the baulks came down in the wind and we are working with the county council to have it reinstated.
Reports of graffiti in the bus shelter at the far end of Duxford Road. It was agreed the bus shelter needed a tidy up. Clerk to assess and report costings to the council.
Cllr de Vries is meeting with local artist to discuss the proposed artwork and costings for the arts and heritage project which could potentially be housed at the memorial hall.
A request from the village tree group who were looking to plant some trees on the Newton Road Open Space. A lengthy discussion was held but there remains uncertainty of land ownership between the Parish and the District following a previous licence to occupy back in the year 2000. Cllr Williams to take the matter up with the District Council. It was therefore suggested that the tree group should obtain permission from the current landowner.

ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
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	County Council Report
An agreement has been reached whereby Cambridgeshire County Council will host the High Intensity Users (HIU) team on behalf of the Integrated Care Board (ICB).
High intensity users, in this context, are people who frequently present themselves at hospital Accident and Emergency departments. These individuals often have complex - but not necessarily exclusively medical - needs, which cannot be met by the emergency departments.
Last year, Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Integrated Care Board spent an estimated £28m of NHS funding on emergency care for the 4,500 people attending emergency departments 5-10 times per year - an average of £6,200 per person.
Early identification of high intensity users of services has shown to reduce avoidable Accident and Emergency attendances and non-elective admissions by at least 40% within the NHS.
By hosting the HIU Operational Team, the county council will help to ensure that people receive a more targeted and personalised approach to their care and support.
In October 2023, the council’s Communities service submitted an expression of interest to host the HIU Operational Team. The application highlighted how hosting the team would complement the work already taking place locally alongside the Integrated Neighbourhood Teams, and support the Council’s approach to decentralisation, bringing support closer to communities.
The council was subsequently chosen to host the team. During the 18-month pilot, the team will contribute to an external evaluation process that will help to determine the future of the work.
However, to enable recruitment of the team to take place and the work to begin, the council needs to agree to receive funding from the ICB.

The council’s Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee has therefore agreed to authorise the request to receive funding of £900,000 to host the team for a period of 18 months.
Household Financial Hardship
Proposals to fund support for Cambridgeshire residents experiencing financial hardship were discussed by the Communities, Social Mobility, and Inclusion Committee (CoSMIC) Thursday (21 March).
The committee discussed plans to provide Cambridge Housing Society with an additional £150,000 and issue the Citizens Advice Bureau with a grant of £400,000.
This initial spend follows the council’s budget setting last month when Full Council approved £2.2m to fund anti-poverty work across the county and support the council’s ambition of helping people out of poverty.
Since October 2021, the council has been receiving money from the national Household Support Fund (HSF). The current round of HSF runs until 31 March 2024; in the spring budget earlier this month, a six-month extension was announced to run from April to September 2024. This funding extension will be considered at a future meeting of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee.
The HSF scheme has been complemented by work delivered by the Citizens Advice Bureau in the form of income maximisation and the Cambridgeshire Local Assistance Scheme, delivered by Cambridge Housing Society.


Cambridgeshire Local Assistance Scheme works with Cambridge and District Citizens Advice Bureau, Citizens Advice Rural Cambridgeshire, Cambridge Re-Use, The Ferry Project and Cambridgeshire Community Reuse and Recycling Network. They help to identify and reach people and families in crisis and not wait for them to turn up.
The Citizens Advice Bureau’s income maximisation work provides income advice, including support with budgeting, as well as helping with some of the practicalities like budget checks and advice on increasing income or reducing spend.
Peter McDonald 9th April 2024.

	



District Report
Cllr Richard Williams
Community and Business Grant Funding
Almost £900,000 in grant funding is being made available for business and community projects in the District under a new initiative launched on April 9th.
The central Government funded Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) is designed to support local businesses for things like diversifying or creating jobs, plus a range of community initiatives such as rural travel, volunteering opportunities, digital projects or schemes that create a sense of local pride.
Among the people who can apply are micro to medium sized businesses, social enterprises, sole traders, charities, farmers, rural community groups and higher or further education institutions.
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) is the lead authority for delivery of the Fund, while the District Council is responsible for grant scheme delivery and allocation. It is for capital projects only.
Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/new-grant-for-businesses-and-community-groups/

Council Meeting March 2024 – Cambourne Housing Investment
A Council meeting was held in March to approve the house building project that South Cambs Council is undertaking through a joint venture with developers Hill. Around 250 houses will be built in Cambourne. 40% of the homes will be affordable, which is the minimum % required. Some of the meeting was held in closed session as financial information about the council’s partnership with Hill was being discussed. The development was approved by a majority vote of the Council. 
Zero Carbon Grants
The latest round of Zero Carbon Community Grants has been released by the Council. As in previous years, grants are available for community projects with a sustainability focus. Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/zero-carbon-communities-grant-scheme-launches-for-2024/
Statement of Community Involvement in Planning
A new statement of community involvement in planning has been adopted by the Council. Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/statement-of-community-involvement-formally-adopted/



ITEM 8. TO REVIEW STANDING ORDERS
The Parish Council reviewed its standing orders and agreed to adopt the standard updated version from the National Association of Local Councils. The standing orders will be formally adopted by the council at the May meeting.

ITEM 9. TO CONSIDER A WAR MEMORIAL REQUEST
The Parish Council were asked to support a request to fund (£150) a memorial plaque in France for a resident of Whittlesford who lost his life on D-Day. This year marks the 80th anniversary. Cllrs were supportive of the proposal in principle, and it was agreed that a grant funding application was the appropriate mechanism to fund the initiative. Cllr Williams to report back to the resident who asked for PC support and invite a funding application, potentially via the Whittlesford Society. 

ITEM 10. PLANNING REPORT 
Planning report covers all applications received from 5th March to 2nd April.

1. Planning Ref: 24/0234/TTCA – Information only
Site address: 17D West End Whittlesford.
Proposal: T1 – Ash – trim branches to 3m away from neighbouring roof.
T2 – Walnut – Reduce crown by 3m (to previous reduction points) and reduce split stem.
It was suggested that someone with an interest in trees could act as a tree warden and give feedback to the council on various tree applications. Cllr Beeby to make enquiries.

2. Planning Ref: 24/00899/HFUL
Site address: 27 High Street Whittlesford
Proposal: Single storey rear extension.
The Parish Council supported this application.
3. Planning Ref: 24/00989/CL2PD
Site address: 16 Mill Lane Whittlesford
Proposal: Certificate of Lawfulness under S192 for a rear dormer loft conversion including a balustrade and replacement windows.
The Parish Council supported this application.
4. Planning Ref: 24/00960/FUL
Site address: The Officers Mess Business Centre Royston Road Duxford
Proposal: Installation of EV chargers in existing car park.
The Parish Council supported this application.




ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS

Whittlesford Parish Council Accounts – Month 1 - 2024/25
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 1st April 2024 – 9th April 2024

Barclays Business Banking Charges                                   13.10                                                     
SSE Street Lighting                                                                20.41 Vat - £3.40
Cambridge Water – Allotments                                         62.78
Cambridge Water – Parish Church                                    45.02
South Cambs District Council – Bin Collection              499.20 Vat - £83.20
Eco Whittlesford Grant Application                                320.00 Chq 100628
LOOK Magazine – Advertising                                          540.00 Chq 100629
CAPALC Affiliation Membership Fees                             622.00 Chq 100630                                                                                                                                 
Parish Clerk Salary                                                           1,087.59 Chq 100631                             
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                                 77.66 Chq 100632
Employers Pension Contribution                                       86.88                                                         
Employees’ Pension Contribution                                     69.51
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                          250.00 Chq 100633
Allotments & Community Orchard                                   200.00 Chq 100634
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                               150.00 Chq 100634
Two Uncashed Cheques from previous financial year carried forward to month 1 of 20245/25 as follows:
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                      300.00 Chq 100589 VOID
Eco Whittlesford Grant Application                              320.00 Chq 100628
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                           £4,044.15

VAT FOR MONTH 1                                                             £86.60

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Parish Cemetery Fees ref: H35                                         £475.00
Barclays Interest                                                                        0.51
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                            £475.51

COMMUNITY FUND              
Closing Balance on 31st March 2024                                £358.75
Opening Balance on 1st April 2024                                   £358.75                               
Accounts Paid & Received 1st – 9th April 2024                 ---------                
Available Balance on 9th April 2024                                  £358.75



ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
Several items of correspondence were forwarded to Councillors but no individual item was raised for discussion.
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS – Tuesday 7th May – Finance Meeting, Tuesday 14th May – Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Friday 17th May – Annual Parish Meeting.

END OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING








Meeting of the Whittlesford Parish Council as Trustee of the Memorial Hall.
The meeting was opened by Cllr Williams. 
1. The Parish Council discussed a proposed revision to the Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Memorial Hall Management Committee (MHMC). The proposed amendment is to clause 2.6 of and would grant the MHMC authority over all items of expenditure listed in its approved budget, as previously agreed by the trustee. 
The proposal to amend the ToR was put by Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr James and agreed unanimously. 

End of Meeting of the Parish Council as Trustee for the Memorial Hall. 

All minutes remain as draft until formally approved at the next parish council meeting.


Signed by Chair of meeting:




Dated: 14th May 2024.



