



WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES 
OF ALLOTMENT HOLDERS MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2023
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM AT THE MEMORIAL HALL 

The Allotment holders meeting followed the usual monthly meeting of the Parish Council and began at approximately 8.45 – 9pm.
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council Allotment Committee were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT
Chair of the Allotments Committee & Community Growing Group Felicity de Vries, other committee members present, Jan Holmes & Richard Williams. Parish Councillors present, Pam Freeman, and Philip James. Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 10 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The Chair of the Allotment Committee and Growers Group did not feel that the minutes of the last allotment holders meeting held on Tuesday 27th September 2022 were an accurate record of information and requested that the following information be noted: 
The use of Community Allotment as a name confuses people who think they can dive in and take stuff as they do in the Orchard.
Also, the minutes from last year are incorrect under Surplus Produce. The Community Growing Group was never set up to produce for the village. It’s a group for the enhancement of health and well-being as well as an educational resource for the village. The request for a Surplus Produce shed/shelf /place came from an allotment holder for their produce and there are many allotment holders who support this idea as they hate waste. It would be a place for everyone to leave produce and anyone in the village to collect it. As it was the Community Growing group did distribute rhubarb and courgettes at the URC.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Following last year’s meeting where a communal storage pen for wood chippings was suggested. A storage pen was built just inside the entrance; however, many allotment holders have made comment that it is not big enough. Clerk to liaise with both PC & ML.
The Parish Council has obtained quotations to extend the water standpipes to the car park side of the allotments. It is hoped to carry out the work over the next month or so.
ITEM 5. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 
The Parish Council has reviewed its terms and conditions of an allotment tenancy, and a copy of the revised agreement will be sent to all allotment holders and published on the parish website.
ITEM 6. COMMUNITY GROWERS GROUP ALLOTMENT
The group was set up to promote the mental and physical wellbeing of residents of the Parish of Whittlesford. The Plot is developed using organic methods for growing and wherever possible recycled and up-cycled materials. It is a space for learning about and experiencing the growing of edibles, flowers and fruit and making new friendships. The participants share any produce grown. The Group will continue to build the infrastructure on the site over the winter months and is discussing which crops they would like to grow in the coming seasons. Many of the group members have turned their own gardens into an allotment.
ITEM 7. OPEN FORUM
The following matters were raised and discussed:
Defibrillator: 
Correspondence was received to consider a Defibrillator at the Allotments. There are currently two defibrillators in the village, one is housed on the outside wall at the Memorial Hall and the other on the outside wall of the Sports Pavilion on the Lawn which is a good one mile from the Newton Road allotments. Electricity supply would be required and it was suggested that power could come from the old telephone box site at Newton Road.
It was agreed to pass this request over to the full council for further discussion.
Compost Toilet:
Other correspondence received was to consider some form of compost toilet and hand washing facilities. It was noted that not everyone is able to nip home to use the toilet as some allotment holders are from further afield parishes such as Duxford, Thriplow, Fowlmere and Haslingfield.  It was agreed that the allotment chair and the clerk would do some research on costing and maintenance.
Chesterton Allotment Society:
Some useful correspondence was received from a plot holder regarding the Chesterton Allotments Society, which is a trading member of the National Allotments Society, which in turn has a hook-up with King’s Herbs and Seeds in Suffolk. The Secretary is Alan Day.  For about £3, it is possible for individuals to join the Chesterton Society and bulk order seeds from the King’s annual catalogue, on a once per annum basis.  I think King’s also deal with individual orders, but the bulk ones made through local associations tend to take precedence.  The shop, which also carries stocks of compost etc at Chesterton Allotments is open 10-12 each Sunday morning.  The postal address is Chesterton Allotments, 18 Howgate Rd, Impington, Cambridge CB4 3X.  It’s actually on the Cambridge side of the A14 dual carriageway, just off King’s Hedges Road. Chair suggested this info could go in the notice board.
chesterton.allots@btinternet.com

Trees:
We have received correspondence from some individual plot holders in relation to various trees at the allotments and many require attention. It is our policy not to allow allotment holders to cut, lop or fell any tree without first consulting the parish council.
It is the intention of the allotment committee to document all the trees on the allotment land, so please bear with us! 
The Leylandii trees at the back of the C plots are a different matter as they are not on Parish Council land, however the Parish Council does intend to write to the landowner and request a height reduction for safety reasons and loss of light to allotment plots.
Rabbits:
An allotment holder asked if the parish council could consider rabbit fencing as rabbits were destroying his produce. Unfortunately, rabbit proof fencing would be too costly for the parish council to consider. 
Another allotment holder asked if anything could be done about the rabbits and deer as they were considered as pests and vermin. Unfortunately, the parish council could not support any intentional harm to any wildlife, and we have to accept that all wildlife is part of countryside, village life and allotments.
Fly tipping:
It was brought to our attention at the meeting of fly tipping and dumping of weeds and branches on various allotment plots. This is not acceptable, and we ask that everyone keeps a watchful eye and reports anything suspicious to the parish clerk.
Surplus produce:
The matter of Surplus produce was raised and how can it be organised and shared. It was agreed that the best location would be by the notice board and Turner bench. A simple box will be trialled for everyone to off load any surplus produce and exchange items. 
The Surplus fruit from the community orchard trees went very well this year with hardly any waste.
Wood Chippings:
No wood chippings have been left recently, Clerk to make contact with ML.
The Turner Bench: 
It was reported that the ‘Turner bench’ is in need of some light restoration. Clerk to liaise with allotment contractor CB.
ITEM 8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To be confirmed but expected to be October 2024.




