


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11th JULY 2023
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT: Chair - Richard Williams, Vice Chair - Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Mark van Niekerk,HH Andy McPhee, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 8 members of the public. County Councillor Peter McDonald was also in attendance.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Felicity de Vries, David Cunado and Michael Kilpatrick
.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllr Williams declared an interest in all agenda items relating to Newton Road.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2023 were signed as a true record of events.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
The annual internal audit of accounts completed, and the accounts have now been submitted to the external auditors. The exercise of public right to view the accounts has been published on the parish website under finance and if anyone wishes to do so they should contact the parish clerk to make an appointment. If you would a copy of the End of Year Financial Statement for accounts ending 31st March 2023, please email: parishclerk@whittlesford.org 

Ticket Office at Whittlesford Parkway
The ticket office at the station has been earmarked for closure. The Parish Council will make a submission to the consultation on closures.



Whittlesford Conservation Area Appraisal
Whittlesford Parish Council has received an initial draft of the Whittlesford Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan which will be published for public consultation later in the year. A number of boundary changes are proposed.

ITEM 5. AN UPDATE FROM THE GENOME CAMPUS AT HINXTON
The Parish Council welcomed two representatives from the Genome Campus who gave a brief presentation on the campus expansion from the story so far, prioritising pedestrians and cyclists, and bringing forward community facilities. If you would like to know more, you can view, download, and print a copy of their first newsletter from the parish website www.whittleweb.org.uk or alternatively you can email the Clerk.

ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
A resident raised a query as to whether the Parish Council would be attending the Planning Committee meeting on 12th July in relation to the proposed development at Station Road (West). The Parish Council objected to the 48 units proposed and confirmed that a Statement from the parish Council will be read out at the planning meeting. Cllr Richard Williams will be attending as the local member and will have the opportunity to put across the Parish’s views on the proposed application.
A resident raised a further query regarding the Appeal of the previous planning application for the Station Road (West) proposed development for 67 units that had previously been granted Outline Planning permission.
The Parish Council confirmed that it will be sending written representation to the Planning Inspectorate in line with the Council’s previous objections.
A resident notified the Parish Council of a recent van break-in that was parked on Station Road (West) and was disappointed that the council and the police are not doing enough to tackle the parking issues at Station Road.
Another resident commented on the parking issues and the lack of any parking tickets being issued, the resident claimed it was cheaper to risk parking on Station Road than to pay £9 plus per day to park in the car park.
A question was asked as to what happened to the regular Police Liaison meetings that use to take place. Quarterly meetings with the police and a representative from each parish were very useful. It was believed that no meetings have taken place since the pandemic and Cllr Williams will follow this up.
County Councillor Peter McDonald confirmed that civil parking enforcement will be coming in later this year, and this will make a big impact on the illegal parking at Station Road.
 
ITEM 7. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
Report for Parish Councils – July 2023. 
		
Cambridgeshire County Report

This summer, the Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme is offering free spaces for children in Cambridgeshire who are eligible for free school meals, to enjoy enriching experiences and nutritious food.

This continuing initiative offers primary and secondary school children in Cambridgeshire the chance to enjoy a range of exciting experiences. With a focus on providing healthy meals alongside engaging activities, this programme is ideal for children who want to stay healthy and active this summer.

Each session will include a nutritious meal, a variety of exciting activities or sports and the opportunity to socialise with other children.

Subject to availability of places, any child receiving income-related free school meals is eligible for the programme. The programme will run from 20 July to 31 August, with the exception of bank holidays. Eligible children can attend a holiday scheme for free for up to 64 hours.

Funded by the Department for Education (DfE), the HAF scheme enables local authorities to coordinate free holiday childcare and enriching experiences locally.

As part of the programme, eligible children will be able to access:

· Fun and entertaining play opportunities or new experiences that help children to develop their skills and knowledge.
· At least one meal a day.
· Guidance on increasing awareness of healthy eating, lifestyles, and positive behaviours.
· Parents will be supported with information and signposting to other services and support which might be helpful to families.


Further information can be found at Cambridgeshire Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme 2023 - Cambridgeshire County Council.

LHI Scoring

The LHI scoring for complex & non-complex schemes was published in the July 4th Highways Committee:
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2105/Committee/62/Default.aspx





	Additionally there are safety programmes including the A505 crossing between Duxford & Whittlesford:
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=17px2YotiRuRtu6KKTdZYlFAHsHWj8%2fSWrBqvCad%2bMrH6U4ouCVF3Q%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
The 20 mph scheme scores will be published later.
Peter McDonald
July 8th 2023




District Report 

Health Grants
People in South Cambridgeshire are being encouraged to stay fit and healthy thanks to grants worth more than £22,000 from the District Council.
The District Council is supporting and initiative to help residents with chronic health problems engage in physical activity programmes and supporting sports centres to restart fitness classes that may have stopped during Covid.
The Council is also developing a free,12-week physical activity programme for adults with a BMI of 25 plus, called Exercise4Fun. Once people attend their first class, they also get a 90-day free pass to use at their local leisure centre.
Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/helping-south-cambridgeshire-residents-get-healthy/
Four Day Week – Waste Collection. 
As I mentioned in my last report, the extension of the four-day week working trial to bin crews was approved on 15th May. It was initially stated that the  trial would start later in July but it will now be later.  Monday is the new ‘day off’, so we will get a new collection day, but this information has not been released yet. 
Mobile Food Hub
The Council is supporting a new Mobile Food Hub run by not-for-profit organisation, Hope CIC, to help communities during the cost-of-living crisis. 
Fresh produce and essential items, some of which will be free and others at below retail price, will be brought directly to villages around South Cambridgeshire to help people with rising food prices. It is the first service of its kind in the district.  
The Mobile Food Hub will visit Papworth, Orchard Park and Duxford weekly, with further locations to be confirmed. Further information is available here: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/mobile-food-hub-delivering-food-to-south-cambridgeshire/
Development Around Cambridge
A newspaper report in The Sunday Times has suggested that officials in the housing department have been looking into the ‘concept’ of a significant expansion of development around Cambridge. The news came as a surprise and was apparently a leak of early and undeveloped concepts being looked at within the housing department. Other areas are apparently also being considered. The level of development suggested in the report is undeliverable and has not met with support from any local politician. The Environment Agency has recently begun objecting to large scale developments in the District due to lack of water, which has cast doubt on the District Council’s expanded development plans for over 50,000 more houses across Cambridge and South Cambs by 2041. I have serious concerns about the level of development proposed by the District, so would certainty not support any level of development beyond that. 
Ticket Office at Whittlesford Parkway
The ticket office at the station has been earmarked for closure, which is concerning. The Parish Council might like to consider making a submission to the consultation on closures.  Further information is available here: https://www.greateranglia.co.uk/consult
With best wishes,
Richard
cllr.williamsR@scambs.gov.uk/07584037016








ITEM 8. PLANNING REPORT

Planning Ref: 23/02140/HFUL – 1 Station Road Whittlesford.
Two storey side, rear and front extension.
The Parish Council made No Recommendation on this application but suggested a planning officer might attend the site address.

Planning Ref: 23/02150/FUL – Spinney Hill Farm Newton Road Whittlesford. 
Change of use from a dwelling house and former agricultural land to a nature reserve and burial ground, the demolition of existing buildings, the erection of a remembrance hall and associated car parking and landscaping.
Whittlesford Parish Council does not support this application and objects for the following reasons:
Inappropriate and detrimental Green Belt development. This is a significant commercial development which is not appropriate for Green Belt. No need for burial space. Whittlesford has sufficient already and additional facilities exist in nearby Great Chesterford. Not sustainable and can only be reached by private car. Inadequate facilities for the development. Limited parking, And so, visitor parking at risk of overflowing onto the surrounding local roads. Limited merit in the enhancement of wildlife. The gain of the nature reserve and linking of footpaths 5 & 6 do not mitigate the environmental impact. Highway safety, the site could bring significant additional vehicles to the village – with the proposed number of services and estimated visitors to the graves, there could be an additional 1,500 vehicle movements per week. Newton Road and the other village roads would not support such traffic. There would a danger to all traffic if that number of vehicles were making a sharp turn on to and off Newton Road at a point which is on a bend and subject to a 60-mph limit.





Planning Ref: 23/02296/FUL 1 Bar Lane Cottages Newton Rd Whittlesford.
Erection of an end-of-terrace dwelling with removal of chimney stack and associated infrastructure works. Resubmission of Planning Ref: 22/02164/FUL
The Parish Council made No Recommendation on this application.

Planning Ref: 23/0554/TTPO – 1 Middlemoor Road (Information Only)
Application for works to Trees Protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
T1 Horse Chestnut (TPO 0088 (1969) This tree had finally lost its battle with Ganoderma Fungus. There was clear evidence of this in the hollows at the base. The tree has mostly defoliated and was exhibiting a very large hazard beam at the top of the crown. If the hazard beam were to fall it would have caused massive damage to the beautiful Beech tree next to it, and potentially threaten life. The request of removal to near ground level was approved and it will be replaced with 3 native broad-leafed species in a different location.

Notification of a Planning Appeal – Town & Country Planning Act 1990. 
Planning Ref: 21/02476/REM – Land and Lion Works Station Road (West)
Proposal: Approval of matters reserved for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale following outline planning permission S/0746/15/OL to provide 67 residential units following demolition of 39a Station Road (West) and the formation of a new access road. Resubmission of 20/03755/REM.
An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against the decision of South Cambridgeshire District Council to refuse the application.
Whittlesford Parish Council will submit its representation in line with previous objections.





ITEM 9. BASKETBALL NET ON THE NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE. 
The Parish Council considered a proposal to install a basketball area at the Newton Road Open Space. Some concern was raised about the proposed costs of the proposal and uncertainty about the likely level of use. The majority of parish councillors were supportive of the proposal in principle, but it was decided to consider it further as part of an analysis of facilities for older children and teenagers across the Parish. This work will be undertaken by the Environment and Open Spaces Committee and reported to the Council later in the year. 

ITEM 10. WATER TAPS AT THE NEWTON ROAD ALLOTMENTS. 
It was agreed in principle to extend the water standpipe outlets at the eastern section of the village allotments. Quotes for the work will be obtained and brought back to the Council as soon as possible. 
















ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 4)
14th June 2023 – 11th July 2023

The following accounts may have been amended/updated to reconcile with the end of year financial figures of income and expenditure.

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Barclays Business Banking Charges                           15.95                         
Drax Energy (Street Lighting)                                      36.43  Vat - £1.75
Employers Pension Contribution                               98.50      
Employees’ Pension Contribution                             78.80          
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                                 255.00 Chq 100576                                                                                    
Maynards Open Space                                               150.00 Chq 100577                            
Allotments & Community Orchard                          225.00 Chq 100577
The Village Gardeners (Church Lane)
To Strim and remove green waste                            70.00 Chq 100577
The Village Gardeners (Mill Lane)   
To Strim and remove green waste                          112.50 Chq 100577 
MD Landscapes Verge Maintenance                      700.00 Chq 100578
Parish Clerk Salary 72 hours                                  1,176.32 Chq 100579/80
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                       144.88 Chq 100581
Accountibbleity Quarterly Payroll                            105.00
Accountibbleity Internal Audit                                  336.00
Replaced chq 100673 for payment                          302.56
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                   £3,806.94

VAT FOR MONTH 4                                                        £1.75                   

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED MONTH 4
Credit received from overpayment Salary                                         £302.56
Barclays Business Loyalty Reward                                                     £000.80p
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                               £303.36


COMMUNITY FUND
Balance at last meeting 13th June 2024                                                 553.35
Accounts paid/received 14th June – 11th July                                         -------                                    
AVAILABLE BALANCE 11th July 2023                                                     £553.75

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from the Clerk at Great Shelford highlighting the 
opportunities available for older children and the parish council will consider giving a contribution to the SSYI in September’s agenda.
Further correspondence from Barclays ref: change of signatory, paperwork was signed by Chair & Vice Chair.
Shop & Post Office sign request to be considered in September’s agenda.

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The Parish Council does not hold a monthly meeting in August; therefore, the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 12th September in the Millennium Room of the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 
If you need to get in touch, please email:  parishclerk@whittlesford.org 



WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
TRUSTEES MEETING
WHICH FOLLOWED THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON TUESDAY 11th JULY 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL 
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.
MINUTES

Exclusion of Press and Public
The press and public may be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

The Trustees meeting began at approx. 9.10pm

PRESENT: Chair - Richard Williams, Vice Chair - Philip James, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Mark van Niekerk,HH Andy McPhee, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 2 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Felicity de Vries, David Cunado and Michael Kilpatrick

ITEM 1. TO FORMALLY APPROVE THE END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS FOR THE MEMORIAL HALL
All trustees were sent a Statement of the Memorial Hall accounts ending 31st March 2023, no queries were raised, and the accounts were formally approved by all trustees present.
Meeting ended at approx. 9.20pm.




