WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14th MARCH 2023
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Marc van Niekerk, Felicity de Vries, David Cunado, Andy McPhee, Richard Williams, Philip James, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, County Councillor Peter McDonald and 3 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham and Michael Kilpartick. 
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
David Cunado declared an interest in his planning application at 101 Duxford Road and left the meeting room when the application was discussed. 
Andy McPhee declared a close neighbour interest in the planning application at 101 Duxford Road and did not take part in the discussion or vote.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on 14th February were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Clerk chased outstanding county council matters such as the removal of forgotten signs at various locations, speed monitor posts for Newton Road, submitted a second application to extend the access protection markers. An update on the resident parking bay to be discussed in agenda item 9.



ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Clerk received a report of damage to the Berisha beacon at the zebra crossing on Duxford Road. The matter was reported to highways and praises were made for the quick repair.
Email received from resident regarding the recent pothole repairs in West End and asks if West End is likely to be resurfaced. The correspondence was forwarded for County Council attention.
Email received from resident regarding the lane build outs at the Sawston roundabout as ineffective and a potential danger. The matter was discussed with County Councillor Peter McDonald and he was confident that there may be a reversal to the build outs.
A query was raised over the dog waste bin at the start of the footpath at Spinney Hill Farm, Newton Road, as overflowing and not emptied regularly. Clerk to contact SCDC regarding bin collection.

ITEM 6. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
County Report – Peter McDonald


County Report for Parish Councils – March 2023. 
	

	Secondary School Places
The number of pupils offered a place at one of their preferred Cambridgeshire secondary schools has risen. In total, 6459 pupils have been allocated a place at their first-choice secondary school for September 2023, compared to 6285 last year.
This represents 87 per cent, compared to 90 per cent last year – but the total number of places allocated has increased from 6983 last year to 7413 this year. The percentage of pupils offered a place at their second or third choice school has also risen – from 7.2 per cent (501 pupils) in 2022 to 8 per cent (619 pupils) in 2023. Year 6 students will hear 1st March which secondary school has offered them a place for September 2023.
Highways Update
The March Highways Committee has a number of updates relevant locally:
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/1925/Committee/62/Default.aspx
1. Civil Parking Enforcement
Final stages of this now being implemented and so we will write to the SoS to ask for implementation this year.
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
As discussed the Enforcement Team from Cambridge will enforce parking regulations.

2. Highways Capital Programme
The proposed programme for 2024/25 is as below:
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
[image: ]
Additionally there will be surface treatments for Whittlesford (Church Lane) Fowlmere ( Chrissal Rd) and Footway Slurry sealing in Foxton (Station Rd).
3. Highways Maintenance Programme
The works programme for S Cambs for 25/56 is as follows:
[image: ]
There will be re surfacing of Pampisford Causeway in this programme. 
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
4. County wide Programmes
There is £41m allocated to County wide programmes:
[image: ]
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
5. 20 MPH Programme
Details of this has been published. There will be £100k in 2023 and £150k in the following 2 years. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/20mph-funding
6. Other Work
There will be £40k for improvement access to Whittlesford Station.
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
7. Active Travel Strategy
There is a new Active Travel Strategy for the County including a Strategy for New Developments.
ATS (cmis.uk.com)

Peter McDonald
March 5th 2023





District report – Richard Williams

Budget 2023/24
The Council’s budget for 2023/24 was agreed on 21st February 2023. The budget includes a rise in the District Council’s portion of the Council tax for a Band D property (an increase of 3.40% over 2022/23. Social rents on Council owned housing will increase by around 7%. 

Planning Applications
Members of the PC might be interested in the planning application submitted by Russel Smith Farms for a new potato store, research unit and a processing and storage facility for Granta. The application is within Duxford Parish, south of the IWM site.

A505
The Council’s Steering Group for the A505 upgrade study has been reactivated and will meet later this month. I have been asked to sit on the group to represent our ward. The group has three councillors from the county, three from the South Cambs and one representative each from neighbouring councils in Essex and Herts. 
Separately, I have raised impact of closing access lanes north and south bound at the A505/A1301 roundabout with highways (as I know Peter McDonald as Duxford Councillor and Brian Milnes for Sawston). The scheme will be reviewed at the end of April to see if the closure will remain in place.
All best,

Rich.



ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS LITTER ISSUE AND TO APPROVE PURCHASE OF BOTH LITTER AND DOG BIN AT THE START OF THE MILL LANE FOOTPATH
The Parish Council had received an email of complaint of both dog waste and general litter being discarded on the footpath at the bottom of Mill Lane to Sawston. 
The Clerk has liaised with the Clerk at Sawston parish Council in the hope to tackle the issue from both ends of the footpath.
Whittlesford Parish Council agreed to add an additional bin for dual waste at the start of the footpath, this depending on land ownership, alternative positing would be alongside the current dog waste bin in front of the wall at the Hamilton Kerr Institute. Clerk to enquire of dual waste bins with South Cambs and to take up offer of signage from the dog warden.


ITEM 8. CAMBS COUNTY COUNCIL 20MPH APPLICATION PROCESS
Cambridgeshire County Council have created an 20mph funding programme to install 20mph zones in parishes across Cambridgeshire. 
Having a 20mph restriction will make streets safer by reducing speeds and encourage residents to walk or cycle.
A Sub Committee of the Parish Council’s highway and road safety team will meet to discuss possible locations of a 20 zone and the matter will be carried over to next month’s agenda for feedback before any application is submitted.

ITEM 9. UPDATE ON RESIDENT PARKING BAY AT STATION ROAD (EAST)

The Parish Council supports the Residents of Station Road (East) and is very committed to finding a solution. With parking enforcements now on the horizon an LHI process will be required for a resident parking bay at Station Road (East). County Councillor Peter McDonald hoping to secure a temporary measure until enforcement comes into effect later this year.


ITEM 10. UPDATE ON PLANS FOR THE CORONATION OF HIS MAJESTY KING CHARLES III
A Sub Committee of the council met to discuss the ‘’Coronation Big Lunch’’ which is part of a Special bank holiday weekend of celebrations to mark the Coronation of his Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen Consort.
The Coronation Big Lunch is an opportunity to bring neighbours and communities together to share friendship, food and fun. 
The event will be held on The Lawn on Sunday 7th May from 12 Noon. At present it aims to be a bring your own food and drink. Final updates will be announced after further meeting of the sub-committee and they will report back to the parish council at the next meeting on Tuesday 11th April and final arrangement will go into the May edition of LOOK. 


ITEM 11. TO PROMOTE GRANT POLICY WHICH COMES INTO EFFECT ON 3RD APRIL 2023
As the Parish Council enters a new financial year a new grant policy comes into effect. The parish Council is committed in helping village Community groups, Charities, clubs and societies who operate on a non-profit basis that benefits the people of the village. The parish Council has set aside £5,000 and community groups, clubs and societies can apply for a grant of up to £1,000. A full copy of the grant criteria and terms and conditions can be found on the parish website under policies and procedures and further information can be obtained from the parish clerk. A copy of the policy is attached.


ITEM 12. TO DISCUSS OTHER PROJECTS FROM ART FUNDING
The Parish Council is still looking for art projects that can be funded from the Section 106 Arts & Heritage money. The Parish Council is looking to open this up again to the residents of the village for an art related project. A subcommittee to meet to discuss the criteria and it will be carried forward to the next parish council meeting for further discussion.


ITEM 13. TO DISCUSS PARKING AT THE ALLOTMENTS
The Parish Council had received complaints regarding the current state of the grassed area at the allotments.
An increase in the volume of vehicles using the track together with weather conditions have both contributed to the current state of a muddy and slippery footpath.
The Parish Council is to remind everyone that the grassed area in question behind the houses of 1 to 23 Newton Road is a Public Footpath and NOT a Public Highway and that vehicles should not be housed on any allotment or driven along the footpath.
The Chairman proposed a sign of’ NO Unauthorised Vehicles’  and in the interest of public safety a letter will go out to all allotment and community allotment members. 
The Parish Council is confident the grass will rejuvenate and whilst it does it will use the time to review its policy and the public liability aspect of the use of vehicles on a public footpath. 







ITEM 14. PLANNING REPORT 
The following applications were discussed:
Planning Ref: 23/00235/HFUL – 93 Duxford Road, Notice of Amendment.
Alterations: Part Single Storey, part two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling.
Planning Ref: 22/04391/LBC – Notice of Further Consultation on application for Listed Building Consent.
Unicorn Cottage, Old School Lane – Proposed lowering of the kitchen floor has been removed from the application.
Planning Ref: 22/04182/HFUL – Notification of a Planning Appeal
21 Royston Road – Two storey extension to the front and rear of the existing semi-detached house.
Planning Ref: 22/05536/HFUL – Update on application for planning permission
4 Church Close – Application withdrawn. No right of appeal.
The Parish Council had only just been notified that the application at 4 Church Close had been withdrawn when a second application was submitted under Planning Ref: 23/00739/HFUL – 4 Church Close for a Single storey side and rear extensions to bungalow and a detached garden room.
Early indications shows that the applicant had addressed some of the concerns formally raised with the previous application, but queries remained over the garden room. A preliminary discussion took place, the Clerk will seek an extension to the decision deadline date currently at 3rd April and the application will be discussed in full at the next parish council meeting of 11th April.
Planning Ref: 23/00946/PRIOR – 101 Duxford Road.
Demolition of existing conservatory and the construction of a single storey garden room to the rear.
No Objections were raised, and the council supported the application.



ITEM 15. ACCOUNTS
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 12)
15th February 2023 – 31st March 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                              14.05                               
Employees’ Pension Contribution                                           89.19
Employers Pension Contribution                                           111.49
Accountibbleity Payroll (2 quarters)                                     210.00
Drax Energy (Street Lights – 20th Feb)                                     36.43 Vat - £1.75
Drax Energy (Street Lights – 20th March)                                32.91 Vat - £1.58
Jubilee Bench                                                                            660.00 Vat - £103.33
Jubilee Bench (Anchor Fixing Kit)                                           130.00 Vat - £28.32
Jubilee Bench (Weather Protection)                                        30.00 Vat - £4.17
Queens Canopy Tree Plaque (North Road)                           155.99 Vat - £25.83
Maynards Open Space Maintenance                                    120.00 Chq 100542
Allotments & Community Orchard                                        160.00 Chq 100542
Parish Clerk Salary (64 hrs)                                                  1,276.37 Chq 100543/4
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                                     219.16 Chq 100545
Memorial Hall Room Hire (Oct 2022 – March 2023)          280.00 Chq 100546
ICCM – Cemetery Management Subscription                       95.00  Chq 100547
Consultant Fees  NP                                                                 498.60  Chq 100548
Contractor materials & Installation of Bench                      400.00
Cambridgeshire County Council (application fee)              120.00
ICO.co.uk Subscription Renewal (Data Protection)              40.00
Chairmans Expenses NP                                                            50.00
Scotsdales (Zero Carbon Fund)                                                70.00
Scotsdales (Zero Carbon Fund)                                                             65.00
50 Tree Stakes (Zero Carbon Fund)                                                    187.45
50 Tree Straps (Zero Carbon Fund)                                                       42.95
50 Tree Guards (Zero Carbon Fund)                                                     46.99                                                                                                
Miscellaneous items Zero Carbon                                                        13.00
Community Fund (Rev Olivia Coles)                                                    150.00
Allotment Deposit Refund                                                                      50.00
Allotment Deposit Refund and water key                                            55.00
HP Printer Ink Multi pk 4 cartridges       Vat - £23.33                        131.94
HP Printer A4 Paper 5 reams      Vat - £6.59                                         39.52
16 second class stamps                                                                            11.98
48 second class stamps (allotment letters)                                          45.98
50 A5 envelopes (allotment letters)       Vat - £0.95p                          5.70
A4 Sign (No Unauthorised vehicles)    Vat - £1.50                                8.99
Clerks Stationery Vat- £1.21                                                                    7.28
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                            £5,660.97

VAT FOR MONTH 12                                                                            £198.56

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 12
Resident Donation Received to Community Fund                               175.00
Farm Tenancy Rent (Stonehill Field)                                                       183.00
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                                                0.61 
New allotment half year invoice – 14C                                                     17.00
Clerks Petty Cash In                                                                                      70.77
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                                 £446.38

COMMUNITY FUND
Balance 14th February 2023                                                                   806.65
Accounts Received Resident Donation                                               175.00
Accounts paid (Rev Olivia Coles)                                                           150.00
Available Balance 31s March 2023                                                     £831.65

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GRANT FUND
Opening Balance – 20th February 2023                                             2,524.00
Consultant fees                                                                                         498.60
Funds to Repay by 31st March                                                            2,025.40
Closing Balance 31st March 2023                                                      £0,000.00                                                   

ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance 14th February 2023                                                                   425.37
Expenditure 15th Feb – 14th March 2023                                             425.37
Closing Balance 31st March 2023                                                    £0,000.00

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance 14th March 2023                                                                     - £24.25
Closing Balance 31st March 2023                                                     £0,000.00

ITEM 16. CORRESPONDENCE
No Correspondence items for raised for discussion.

ITEM 17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next parish council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 11th April 2023.
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