WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2023
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT:
Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, Philip James, Marc van Niekerk, David Cunado, Andy McPhee, Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 3 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham. 
County Councillor Peter McDonald was absent from the meeting. 
County Council report see item 6.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
David Cunado declared a close neighbour interest in planning application at 93 Duxford Road.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2023 were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Both matters arising from the last meeting were county council related, one was to give an update on the access protection markers and the other was the resident parking bay at Station Road (East). 
Access protection markers to be discussed further in item 7.
No update on the resident parking bay as Peter McDonald was not present at the meeting. Clerk to follow up.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
County Broadband have been canvassing the village, notifying residents of a new super-fast broadband and two representatives attended the meeting to discuss the project with the parish council. 
More information can be found by visiting their website at:
www.countybroadband.co.uk 
An allotment holder present at the meeting raised concerns of the current state of the grassed area / footpath at the rear of the houses at the allotments. The grassed area which has always been well kept has been churned up due to cars driving along the footpath to the allotments and reversing back to the car park area. 
The grassed area behind the houses is a public footpath and not a public highway and authorised vehicle access is strictly on a drop off, pick up basis only, for heavy items and this should only be occasional. 
It was reported that one allotment holder in particular is driving up and down the footpath on a regular basis and this is contributing to the churned-up grass.
The parish Council provides an adequate car parking area and Clerk will write to the allotment holder in question.
Other solutions were to erect a sign of: 
No Unauthorised vehicles beyond this point.
Another matter raised at the allotments was of bonfires burning for several days, it was reported to have been coming from Spinney Hill and was reported to Environmental Health for investigation.
Various highway, road signs left in and around the village are still here, the matter has been reported on several occasions and clerk will again contact the county council and ask for them to be removed.
Potholes at various locations are still being reported, many as hazardous.
A reminder of Speed watch Signs purchased have not yet been installed. 
North Road speed monitor out of action and North Road 40mph roundel located just before the village sign still awaiting repair/replacement.

ITEM 6. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
County Report for Parish Councils – Feb 2023. 
	

	Budgeting & Council Tax 2023
The proposed budget which will now be put to all Members to consider at Full Council on February 7th, seeks to bridge a potential funding gap for the coming year of £21.4m, even after finding more than £10m of additional savings or income, in the face of levels of inflation not seen for 40 years plus rising costs for energy and essential services. The budget includes:
•	£1m to continue free school meal vouchers for eligible children,
•	£1m into highways schemes including rural roads drainage,
•	£1m investment into flood mitigation,
•	more than £1.3m into libraries,
•	£380k investment in community services.
The proposal which will be put to Full Council is to set a balanced budget for 2023/24 through a mix of savings, use of one-off reserves, and the generation of additional income including a council tax rise for the coming year to 4.99%. This would see band D properties in the county paying an additional £73 per year, although more than half (64%) of county lives in homes rated band C or below and would see rises of between £49 and £65 per year.
In total this would raise £17.8m towards setting a legally balanced budget for 2023/4 – and would help to mitigate the additional costs of demand for, and inflation related to, adult social care costs forecast by the council in the year ahead.
Over the next five years, additional improvements the business plan looks to deliver include.
•	£122m for new primary school places
•	£164m for new secondary school places
•	£13.3m investment into converting streetlights to LED, delivering both environmental and financial benefits
•	£2.5m into a new highways materials recycling operation
· A £7.2m upgrade to the March and Milton Household recycling
The business plan can be found here A4 Portrait-black & white (cmis.uk.com)
Bus Services & Precept
At the Combined Authority Board meeting on 25 January the Board approved the Mayor’s
draft budget for 2023/24 incorporating a Mayoral General Precept to support buses across
our region. The Mayoral General Precept, will be an annual charge of £12 for a band D
property and, based on forecasts from collection authorities would raise £3.6m in 2023-24.
The precept is in response to the financial pressure facing the Combined Authority across
its supported bus services. Stagecoach withdrew from 18 bus routes and reduced a further
5 citing that declining bus travel compounded by the pandemic made these routes
financially unsustainable. 


The cost of the services is considerably higher than they were previously, reflecting the
substantial increase in fuel, energy, and driver costs that are facing the public transport
industry at large. This pressure is expected to continue, and the forecast costs of
sustaining the currently supported service are £7m in 2022-23, compared to an existing
budget of only £3.5m.
Households to get new cost-of-living payments from spring 2023

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has announced more detail on the
payment schedule for the next round of cost-of-living support unveiled in the Chancellor’s
Autumn Statement on 17 November. The £900 payment for over eight million eligible
means-tested benefits claimants (including those on Universal Credit, Pension Credit and
tax credits) starts in spring. Payments will go directly to bank accounts in three payments
over the course of the financial year. There will also be a separate £150 for over six million disabled people and £300 for over eight million pensioners on top of their winter fuel payment. Payments will be made automatically if individuals are eligible and there will be no need to apply. Claimants who are eligible for any of the cost-of-living payments and receive tax credits, and no other means-tested benefits, will receive payment from HM
Revenue and Customs shortly after DWP payments are issued.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/millions-of-low-income-households-to-get-new-costof-
living-payments-from-spring-2023
Peter McDonald
Feb 5th 2023




District Report – Richard Williams 
Battery Recycling
Battery recycling has been made easier as a result of changes to bin lorries serving the District. Small plastic bags containing used batteries can now simply be left on top of green, black or blue bins for collection by crews on their usual rounds.
Key Amnesty
The Council has launched a ‘key amnesty’ during February 2023 for people who are misusing Council properties.  The amnesty is a one-off opportunity for people misusing properties and return their keys without facing criminal proceedings.
Budget 2023-24
The Council’s budget for 2023-24 will be considered on 21st February 2023. I will give a full update on the agreed proposals in my March report. The proposed budget includes a rise in the District portion of the Council tax of £5 for a Band D property (a increase of 3.40% over 2022-23)

By-Election
A By-election will take place on 16th March 2023 for one councillor in the Cottenham ward following the sad death of Cllr. Dr John Loveluck in December. 
With best wishes,
Richard
cllr.williamsR@scambs.gov.uk/07584037016

ITEM 7. UPDATE ON ACCESS PROTECTION MARKERS AT MILL LANE AND TO CONSIDER EXTENDING THEM
At our January meeting, it was agreed to pay the application fee of £120 to the county council and ask for a costing for access protection markers at Mill Lane.
Highways confirmed that there were safety issues at the bottom of Mill Lane in terms of children crossing the road. Highways agreed to install the access protection markers to the driveways at the bottom of Mill Lane, and this was actioned very quickly and there was no further cost to the parish council.
Another resident has since come forward highlighting traffic issues further along Mill Lane and it was agreed to seek further advise about extending the markers.  It is not clear if further houses will be paid for under the safety budget, as there is a safety rail opposite, and children are therefore unable to cross directly from the houses to the school side without going to either end of the barrier, but this will be for highways to decide.
Clerk to make second application, together with an application fee of £120. 

ITEM 8. TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A NEW BENCH FOR THE PARISH CEMETERY TO MARK THE PLATINUM JUBILEE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
The Platinum Jubilee coincided with the 1000 year celebration of the Parish Church, and was therefore not celebrated as it perhaps should have been. The Parish Council would like to mark the jubilee with a commemorative bench. The cost of the bench is £620.00 plus a £40.00 delivery charge, clerk will check if anchor fittings to secure the bench in place are included but this may be an additional cost, together with contractor installation of the bench, it was not expected to exceed £1,000. All councillors present agreed the cost involved and Clerk will go ahead and order. The location of where to house the bench was discussed and the Parish Cemetery was voted as the more favourable location by the majority of the council. 
A commemorative jubilee tree plaque was also approved at the cost of £129.99 (A4) plus stakes £25.00. The plaque will be positioned by the tree that was planted by the village tree group at North Road, close to the village sign.

ITEM 9. TO DISCUSS HOW THE PARISH WILL CELEBRATE THE CORONATION OF HIS MAJESTY KING CHARLES III
The BBC will broadcast the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles lll on Saturday 6th May 2023.
It was agreed to have a sub committee meet with some members of the lawn trust to discuss holding a picnic and fete on the lawn on Sunday 7th May 2023.
Monday 8th May 2023 will be an additional bank holiday.
Sub committee to report back to the parish council at our March meeting.












ITEM 10. PLANNING REPORT (The following applications were discussed) 
Planning Ref: 23/00249/HFUL – 33 West End – Single Storey Extension to rear.
The Parish Council supported this application.
Planning Ref: 23/00235/HFUL – 93 Duxford Road – Alterations; Part Single Storey, part two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling.
The Parish Council supported this application.
Planning Ref: 23/00251/FUL – Lion Works, 4 Station Road (East) – Recladding of an existing 1970’s commercial building with insulated panels, replace existing non-insulated corrugated roof with a new insulated roof without roof lights.The Parish Council supported this application.
Planning Ref: 21/03980/FUL – 38 Station Road (West) – Notice of Appeal.
Information Only.
Planning Ref: 22/04391/LBC – Unicorn Cottage, Old School Lane – Further consultation on application for listed building consent. New heritage statement and proposed floor plans have been submitted.
The Parish Council had no further comment on this application and would leave it to listed buildings officers.
Planning Ref: 22/04899/FUL – Provenance Kitchens, Hill Farm Road – Further consultation on application for planning permission.
Minimal amendment received to that of previous application in which the parish council supported.
Planning Ref: 22/04481/CONDA – 43 High Street – Information on application for approval of details reserved by condition. Submission of details required by condition 3 – front door of listed building consent. (Information Only).
Planning Ref: 22/0070/TTPO – Wayside, High Street – Tree preservation order for tree works application (TPO) Reduce height of Yew. (Information Only).
Planning Ref: 23/0005/TTCA – IWM Duxford – S211 Tree work notice in Conservation area. (Information Only).
Planning Ref: 22/05059/FUL – Building 6, IWM Duxford – Amendment to application – Revised location of CCTV Cameras. Supports.
Planning Ref: 22/05060/LBC – Building 6, IWM Duxford – Further consultation on application for listed building consent. Supports.

ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 11)
11th January 2023 – 14th February 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                 19.60
Employers Pension Contribution                              101.24                                                                                                                                                              
Employees’ Pension Contribution                              80.99                                                                                                    
Drax Energy (Street Lights)                                         36.43 Vat - £1.75
Parish Clerk  - A5 2023 Diary                                        7.85 Vat - £1.31
Parish Clerk – A4 2023 Poster Calendar                     2.97 Vat - £0.50
Hedges Direct (Zero Carbon Grant)                        458.08 
Parish Cemetery Maintenance (3 hrs)                       60.00  Chq 100533                                                          
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                                   120.00  Chq 100534                            
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)              160.00  Chq 100534         
Parish Clerk Salary                                                    1,197.22  Chq 100535/6                                        
Clerks PAYE to HMRC                                                   160.71 Chq 100537
Edward Smart Nurseries (Community Orchard)     450.00  Chq 100538
[bookmark: _Hlk134567759] Cambridgeshire Acre Membership                              60.00  Chq 100540
Cambs County Council (application fee)                  120.00
Local Councils Explained Reference book                  75.00
(Required for Clerks Cilca Training & Coursework)
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                     £3,110.09

A further transfer of £10,000 was agreed at recent finance meeting from the Barclays day to day account to the Barclays Saver account as an additional contribution to the footpath repairs.

TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 11                                          £3.56
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 11
Neighbourhood Grant Funding                                                        2,524.00
Peasgood & Skeates Cemetery Fees (H36)                                       475.00
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                                           1.16
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                        £3,000.16
COMMUNITY FUND
Available Balance 14th February 2023                                              £806.65
                                                 
ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance 10th January 2023                                                                 1,477.22
Expenditure (Phillamore Garden Centre)                                           593.77
Expenditure (Hedges Direct)                                                                 458.08
Available Balance 14th February 2023                                               £425.37

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance 14th February 2023                                                                - £24.25

The following cheque remained uncashed in the financial year ending 31st March 2023 and was removed from month 11 accounts. 

Phillamore Garden Centre (Zero Carbon Grant)      593.77 Chq 100539 















ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence received was forwarded to the councillors and no particular item was raised for further discussion.

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next Parish Council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 14th March 2023 and held in the Millennium Room of the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
