


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11th OCTOBER
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL 
All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

PRESENT
Chairmen Arthur Greaves, Vice Chairman Tim Teversham, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Michael Kilpatrick, Philip James, David Cunado, Andy McPhee, Parish & District Councillor Richard Williams, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 4 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Felicity de Vries and Marc van Niekerk.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 11th October were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
None.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Councillor Michael Kilpatrick attended the Whittlesford Parkway Station Masterplan Review Meeting which was held on 5th October and gave the following report to the parish council. 
I was surprised to hear that they are making a quick turnaround report aiming to complete by the end of the month. It seems to be basically a report on how recent developments and proposals and other things in the pipeline will now affect the original plans from WYG and how we should reprioritise, discard, renew or change what was proposed.
I think the meeting was too brief to cover everything in a timely fashion but of course it was intended as a full and detailed consultation session for this initial meeting.
At the meeting I had the opportunity to reiterate my own view that (a) the WYG plan of a car park on Royston, accompanied by one-way 
sections and cycle lanes, was not a good idea and a distraction from the development of the core station area and its surrounding road junctions.
(b) the station must be served by lots of buses and that it was a travesty that the indicative bus routes proposed by WYG served /only/ the major employment sites and didn't go through Whittlesford or Sawston at all.
 It was not a coherent plan for the residents of this area.
(c) that as well as a full signalled junction at Station Road East, it should be consider that Moorfield Road be made a proper all-way junction too as this may well facilitate more and better bus services that link more of the villages and the station in a coherent fashion for the whole of this part of South Cambs, not just imagining the station access for A505 in order to get quickly to Granta Park.
The widespread dislike of the plan for a multistorey car park so close to the Chapel was also mentioned, along with, as Brian Milne reminded us, the fact that the number of extra spaces it provided once you account for the removal of street parking on Royston and Station Road, was derisory for the impact of the proposed design.
There was talk about lifts on the railway bridge and the representative of Greater Anglia said that it would be in the next round of Access for All bids and that (as we were told a few years ago after being pipped at the post in the bidding) Whittlesford was now very high up the list of stations in the East of England.
Clerk reported that the NHS autumn vaccine booster programme went ahead on Friday 7th November at the United Reform Church, which was well attended by many residents. They are looking to book other dates but none are confirmed as yet.


An informal allotment meeting was held on Tuesday 27th September, many asked how they can pass on excess produce to the parish. Any excess produce can be left at the URC and will be distributed accordingly. Full minutes of the allotment meeting are attached.
The Parish Council had received the recent water bill for the mains water at the allotment, which saw an increase of £160. Currently all plot holders contribute £5 per plot to the water bill. The shortfall of the increase will have to be discussed at Novembers finance meeting together with further funding for the community allotment. Clerk confirmed that hosepipes are not permitted except to fill watering cans.
The Parish Council received a complaint regarding the condition of the Duxford Road footpath. County Councillor Peter McDonald confirmed the resurfacing of the path is in the hands of the County but they are awaiting some possible funding from a cycle group which may allow a full cycle path to be installed on one side, this is still not confirmed but itis hoped to have a decision soon.
Correspondence was received to notify the council that the telephone kiosk had been removed from the bottom of Station Road.














ITEM 6. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
Report for Parish Councils – October 2022 
	
	Cambridgeshire County Report – Peter McDonald

Cost of living Support. This mirrors the South Cambs information and also to be updated regularly.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-localism/support-with-the-cost-of-living

Bus Service Update
There are a huge number of discussion going on with regard to the 18 services discontinued by Stagecoach impacting the 915, 31 and possible the 7A. As you may know the 7 service will increase to every 20 minutes. I will keep you updated.
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/east/east-bus-network?fbclid=IwAR2Tc5VbF_LY4HE1NgpHYN0P9oIP7vgZmg7nzPKS0hRl9Uik3fZa90ZFNu8

Great Chesterford Hardcore Site : ESS/20/22/UTT
A combined planning & enforcement appeal has been submitted

Highways Committee
A new LHI process has been proposed and to be discussed at the October Highways meeting. It will see simple schemes fast-tracked.

https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/1922/Committee/62/Default.aspx
 
Also in this meeting a new HGV policy is being considered. Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)



This Land
David Meek, appointed as Chair of This Land in May, and the company’s Chief executive David Lewis were on hand to answer questions from Members on its business plan.
Key headlines from the 2022 plan include:
· Building approximately 930 new homes over the next 10 years.
· 396 of these houses to be affordable, with a minimum increase of 50 on last year’s plan.
· Developing plans for a further pipeline of affordable homes across the county, including analysis of where County Council owned land can enable this.
· Disposal of underperforming assets. or assets where This Land is not best place to develop
· Commitment to deliver Environment, Social and Governance policies and to work closely with the housebuilding supply chain to reduce carbon footprint to net zero.
Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)

Food Delivery Robots
A trial of food delivery robots in Cambridgeshire could soon be expanded after receiving a thumbs up from shoppers. Cambridgeshire County Council and Starship Technologies began a trial on 17 May which allowed more than 12,000 residents in Cambourne to order groceries from their local Co-op store.

And the overwhelmingly positive feedback has convinced both parties to seek to expand the service to Cherry Hinton, Romsey and Queen Ediths divisions in Cambridge, with a final decision to be made by the council’s Highways and Transport Committee at its meeting on 4 October. 
Ahead of the meeting, Starship will be carrying out feasibility work in the area to make sure it will be a viable location, particularly because of the narrow streets and pavement parking.
Starship is also considering extending the trial to the Longstanton/Northstowe area to see how the service can integrate in a new community.

As of September, the autonomous robots have carried out nearly 12,000 deliveries in Cambourne with 5,735 people having downloaded the Starship app. A customer survey from Starship following the first month of operation has shown huge support for the robots, with 97.2% positive with the service and 98.4% saying they would recommend the delivery robots to their friends.

Other benefits include: environmental (with people using a car less often), time saving and a reduction in food waste. The survey also showed a reduction of 7,798 miles driven by vehicles in the first month which led to a 1,670kg reduction in CO2 emissions.

The council also carried out a survey between 1 August and 12 September which showed nearly 95% of respondents were either supportive or very supportive of the trial. The vast majority of people taking part in the survey (around four-fifths) had used the food delivery robots with widespread support for expanding the trial further.

The Cambridgeshire pilot allows residents living in Lower and Upper Cambourne to order deliveries through the Starship food delivery app which are selected from the Co-op store at 29 Mosquito Road. The groceries are then delivered in one hour or less.
Cambourne residents can schedule their delivery and watch in real-time via an interactive map as the robot makes its journey to them. Once the robot arrives they receive an alert and can meet and unlock it through the app.
The robots, which are powered by zero carbon electricity, are lightweight and travel at the speed of a pedestrian (no faster than 4mph). They use a combination of sensors, artificial intelligence and machine learning to travel on pavements and navigate around any obstacles, while computer vision-based navigation helps them map their environment to the nearest inch.

Foxton Hub

	I am still waiting for an update from GCP and draft papers for the hub.

Peter McDonald










District Report – Richard Williams
Congestion Charge and Bus Proposals: Update
The executive board of the Greater Cambridge Partnership has agreed to consult the public on the bus network and congestion charge proposals that I outlined in my September report. The consultation should go live in the next few weeks. 
Scrap Yard Planning Applications
As Parish Councillors know, the latest planning application for the Scrap Yard and Duxford Hire sites was withdrawn by the applicants. Concerns about the application had been expressed by numerous consultees, not least the Councils Landscape team who had concluded that the scheme was out of keeping with the surrounding area and that “insufficient information” had been provided “to show that [the application would bring] a high-quality landscape scheme”
Knight’s Orchard Application
No progress seems to have been made in respect of the Kinight’s Orchard application since the last meeting. That application is now three months beyond the deadline for a decision, with no extension of time listed. 
Whittlesford Parkway
A briefing on a further study for upgrading Whittlesford Station was held last week. Some cllrs were in attendance and we have been sent the slides
Other News in Brief (not specifically related to Whittlesford)
The Council has abandoned plans for temporary community facilities in Northstowe as a result of legal complications. 
Two by-elections are taking place in Longstanton in November following the resignation of the two Councillors representing the ward.
Cllr Dan Lentell (Over & Willingham) has resigned from his group and will sit as an independent councillor. This makes no difference to the political control of the Council. 
Richard Williams
ITEM 7. PLANNING REPORT 
Planning Ref: 22/02498/CONDA – 7 High Street Whittlesford
Information on application for approval of details reserved by condition.

Planning Ref: 22/03735/HFUL – 9 Scotts Gardens Whittlesford
Demolish rear extension to the garage and remove Leylandii trees. 
New single storey rear extension in its place.
No Objections were raised and the council supported the application.

ITEM 8. TO DISCUSS THE REMAINING BALANCE OF THE COMMUNITY FUND
The Community fund that was initially set up in the early days of the pandemic to help provide residents with basic shopping items has a fund balance of £806.65. Councillor Richard Williams expressed his concerns of the fund continuing under the parish council and that it might be better if the fund balance was transferred to another charity. Further information on transferring this is to be followed up before any final decision is made.
ITEM 9. TO DISCUSS NO PARKING WHITE LINES AT MILL LANE
No Parking white lines were discussed for driveways at Mill Lane where ongoing parking issues at school drop off and pick up times are causing problems to residents.
If parking restrictions are brought in, it could reduce the amount of street parking available outside the school.
Councillor Richard Williams to follow the matter up with highways and get a costing for the white lines before any decision can be made.
ITEM 10. TO APPROVE AN ARCHAEOLOGY DIG IN THE RESERVE CEMETERY
The Parish Council received a request to carry out an archaeology dig in the reserve cemetery. The Parish Council were happy to agree this in principal. Whilst the land in question is owned by the parish council, but given the close proximity of the one thousand year old parish church we felt it polite to contact the church as they may have other views on the matter.

ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 7)
14th September – 11th October 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                                                                               
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                86.12                                                                                         
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)             153.83                                                              
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                   15.25
Drax Energy                                                                        4.59
Postage                                                                             12.33
Clerks Cilca Enrolment                                                 410.00                 
Community Allotment Purchases                                96.45  Vat - £16.00
Stationery Printer Paper                                                40.31  Vat -   £6.72
50 x A5 Envelopes                                                             4.60  Vat -   £0.77
HP Black Ink Cartridge                                                    37.39  Vat -  £6.23
Parish Cemetery Maintenance (8 hrs)                      160.00  Chq 100497                                                             
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                                    120.00  Chq 100498                            
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)               160.00  Chq 100498          
Parish Clerk (64 hours)                                             1,026.54  Chq 100499/500                                        
Clerks PAYE to HMRC                                                     47.49  Chq 100501
PKF External Audit        (Vat - £60.00)                        360.00 Chq 100502
Accountibbleity (Ref: Barclays Certification)            115.39 Chq 100503
Water Butt at Parish Cemetery                                   115.83 Chq 100504
Allotment Deposit Refund (25A)                                   50.00 Chq 100505
Lewis Tree Surgery                                                        780.00  Vat - £130.00
Lewis Tree Surgery                                                        540.00  Vat - £90.00
MD Landscapes                                                            1026.00  Vat - £171.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                     £5,362.12
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 7                                                               £480.72

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
SCDC (Precept                                                                                     35,000.00
Farm Tenancy Rent Stonehill Field                                                       183.00
Allotment Rents                                                                                       691.00                                              
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                                             0.73

TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                        £35,875.46

COMMUNITY FUND 
Balance as of 13th September 2022                                                     £706.65
Available Balance 11th October 2022                                                   £706.65                                                 

ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance as of 13th September 2022                                                  £1,593.05                                                             
Water Butt Parish Cemetery                                                                    115.83
Available Balance 11th October 2022                                                £1,477.22

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance as of 13th September 2022                                                       £72.20
3 x Invoices October accounts                                                                £96.45
Available Balance 11th October 2022                                                  -  £24.25




ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received from County Highways and Peter McDonald explained how the LHI bidding process will be changing for 2023/24.
No other correspondence item was raised for discussion.

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The Next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 8th November 2022.
Also attached are the minutes of the allotment meeting held on 27th September 2022.





















WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF ALLOTMENT MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2022
AT THE BEES IN THE WALL 

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman of the Allotments - Tim Teversham, Other members include Arthur Greaves, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries (Community Allotment) Parish Clerk & General Admin of the allotments Marie Swann.
PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Felicity de Vries, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 7 members of the public.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Chairman of the allotment committee Tim Teversham and Jan Holmes.
Chairman Arthur Greaves opened the meeting by thanking everyone for coming and highlighted that this was the first real opportunity since the pandemic to hold an informal meeting for allotment holders to ask questions, express any concerns they may have and to find out a bit more about the community project of the community allotment.
MATTERS DISCUSSED
Wood chippings has been a very talked about matter. Whilst we appreciate that many allotment holders make good use of the chippings, there have been several occasions where they have caused great despair to other plot holders.
Rather than multiple piles of chippings around the allotments we would like to see just one communal area for everyone to use. 
Several suggestions were made as to where a communal area could be located and after much discussion it was agreed to arrange for a wooden type pen and house it just on the inside of the hedgerow as you enter the allotments and paying particular attention to avoid blocking any disabled access to the grass path that runs along the inside of the hedgerow. This appeared to be the more sensible location where allotment holders could access the chippings via vehicle pick up or wheelbarrow.
Parish Clerk will raise the cost of having a wooden pen built (similar to the compost pen that Peter Carter built at the parish cemetery) this matter will be forwarded to the parish council finance meeting in November for approval.
WATER 
Given the exceptional summer, the demand on the current standpipes has been tremendous. We appreciate that allotment holders have relied on the mains water supply more than ever and in the newsletter that the clerk sent out to all allotment holders with this years invoices, we have tried to encourage everyone to preserve as much rain water as they can throughout the coming winter months by adding more water butts to their plots and using simple down pipes and guttering to their sheds. 
Not everyone has a shed and we appreciate that too, but a water butt can still be a very effective way of collecting rain water by removing the lid from time to time. 
We are aware that these kind of summers could be our future and we therefore aim to look into the cost of installing some additional standpipes mainly on the car park side of the allotments. Again this will be raised at the parish council finance meeting in November to enable the council to consider the costing involved. 
COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT
Cllr Felicity de Vries has been involved with the community allotment from the start of the project and gave us the following insight to whats been happening.
There are 12 great people who were very keen to come along and get the project off the ground each and every one of them bring a different form of skill to the allotment. We have been fixing buildings, replacing glass in the greenhouse, clearing the debris of a disused plot was a challenge and we were very grateful to Colin Butler who came along with his digger and cleared the plot which enabled us to cultivate it, lay out some veg beds etc etc. We have been very fortunate with donations of seed packets and we have harvested a variety of produce such as beans, radish and red cabbages.
We have only really made use of a third of the plot so lots of weed matting is being used over the winter to suppress the weeds and it is hoped to have even more volunteers come the spring.
Despite the exceptional weather, and the steep learning curve we have had fun and we welcome anyone to come along and join us.
SURPLUS PRODUCE
It will be some time before the community allotment is able to provide for a wider population of the village but already there is some surplus produce available and we discussed ways of how to make this available to the residents. 
General allotment holders also commented on surplus produce and how can they distribute it to those who need it, together with surplus fruit from the trees in the orchard.
It was agreed that the clerk would contact both churches to see if produce could be left outside both the parish and URC for people to take what they need, give to a neighbour and to somehow involve the Lettice Martin Community who could benefit from this. 
Very conscious of harvest festival approaching and this may well be a good opportunity to give produce to the churches in the hope it can be distributed to those who need it in the community.
RENTS
Allotment rents have gone up this year by an annual increase of £4. This now raises the annual rent for an average size plot to £24. This still only works out at £2 a month. Clerk has received only one form of correspondence in relation to the rise in rent asking if all plots were charged at the same amount. Yes they are all the same price. It is vitally important that the allotments are self sufficient.
We are trying to look at ways to reduce the size of some allotment plots to allow more manageable size plots for single people as opposed to an average family size plot which the majority currently are.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
No formal date was given but it was suggested the next meeting takes place in the spring of 2023.




