


MINUTES
OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
 HELD ON TUESDAY 24TH MAY 2022 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL

PRESENT:
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Michael Kilpatrick, Marc van Niekerk, David Cunado, District Councillor Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 11 members of the public.
ITEM 1. CHAIRMANS REPORT
Chairman Arthur Greaves gave the following report.
Because of Covid this is the first Annual Parish meeting in 3 years, it’s good to see the turn out we’ve had tonight.
When the lockdown was announced in 2020, Central Government put in place a temporary order stating all Councils including parish Councils could meet remotely rather than face to face. It meant that whatever the weather was doing we did not have to go out in the cold and wet to attend a meeting, but it was done from the comfort of our own homes.  We therefore became Zoom experts in a matter of weeks so could carry on as business as usual.
Over the past number of years, we have been very successful in our LHI bids, but over the past 3 years we have not been able to carry that success on. We put in 2 schemes for Hill Farm Road to move the speed limit further back along the road before entering the village and to install some traffic calming measures.   We were just under the red line on both occasions. Another scheme we entered was to have installed a new footpath from Old Boundary Close to link up with the existing path on Moorfield Road/ Duxford Road. Although we were not successful in the bid with the help of our County Councillor Peter McDonald and Michael Kilpatrick (who did the presentation for us on the day) they met with John O’Brian of Highways on site and explained what we require and why. John agreed to look at the project and within a few weeks he had marked out the route and the works commenced a few weeks later, so I put that down as a success to the village.
At our recent Finance meeting it was agreed in principle to use the money we had aside for our LHI bids to help us get some of our footpaths repaired. One side of Duxford Road is already in Highways programme somewhere and at the time of writing we have e-mailed John O’Brian from Highways to arrange a meeting with him and his team to see where it is in the programme and to discuss us putting money into getting other paths upgraded. We will of course keep you informed as and when progress is achieved.
I would like to give my personnel thanks to our Parish Clerk Marie for all the hard work she does for the Council keeping all our admin in order, making sure we all have the up-to-date information for our meetings etc. Also, thanks to my fellow Councillors who do a lot between meetings to make the Council run smoothly and help the village on track with various issues. Finally, thanks to all our contractors who work to keep our open spaces, Cemetery etc clean and tidy and to Whitsers Playgroup for serving our Teas and Coffees this evening. Whitsers will be using the sponsor money to fund some summer activities and we are pleased to have been able to support them. 
         
ITEM 2. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM REVD OLIVIA COLES 
Rev Olivia Coles and Cllr Richard Williams set up meetings for residents to come together in the support of the Refugee crisis in the Ukraine. Rev Olivia reported that there are now 7 refugee families in the parish and some of the children are settling into William Westley Primary School. Other families are expected as soon as visa issues are sorted. 
Rev Olivia Coles and Cllr Richard Williams have set up a Community Support Group to help with information and to share resources and ideas. If you would like to be a part of this support group or have pledged to host refugees, please do be in touch with Cllr Richard Williams (District Councillor) 
Email: cllr.williamsr@scambs.gov.uk 
or Rev Olivia Coles Email: revoliviacoles@gmail.com 

ITEM 3. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM REVD PROF ALASDAIR COLES
This month marks our very special History Month when we are celebrating 1000 years of a church presence and the history of our church over this millennium – including a church tour, a visual timetable installed in the church, a lecture on our medieval graffiti and the rare alabaster fragments. 
Many residents and children of both William Westley and Whitsers have taken part in a walk, run and cycle challenge to see how many miles we can achieve. So far 500 wildflowers have been given out to residents to plant and many more to come.
Can you help with our Whittlesford 1000? 
Challenge and do something fun or creative with the number 1000.
We are asking that you take a photo and upload them to the Whittlesford 1000 facebook page.
To hear about more events coming up you can visit the church website and look out for posters in the village.
Finally, not forgetting our ‘Whittlefest’ which will be held on Saturday 16th July 2022 on the Lawn.
BRIEF REFRESHMENT BREAK 
Teas and Coffees were served by Whitsers Playgroup Committee. Grateful thanks to Bev, Kate, Donna, and Grace.

ITEM 4. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM SUE GINSBERG
A new village Eco group was launched in March. Several residents came forward and attended the first meeting at the URC. 
How can we make a difference? and what can we do to get involved.
Several topics were discussed including wildflowers and allowing the grass verges to grow throughout May, which is a crucial time of the year for wildflowers for the insects and wildlife. A Repair Café / Workshop has been introduced where you can come along and bring an item that has perhaps seen better days in the hope it can be repaired and made usable once again and most importantly it stops it from going into landfill. 
A moth and water vole night is being organised. It has made us all look at what we are all doing and how we can make changes.
There are so many things that we can achieve if we try to do it together as a community.

ITEM 5. UPDATE ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Chairman Arthur Greaves gave the following update on where we are at with the Neighbourhood plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan was also a victim of the Covid Lockdown and for over a year nothing could be done. Our plan was to have the Plan ready to go to Referendum at the local Elections in May. We have put together a questionnaire and a brochure which should be with you all in the next few weeks depending on the printers. Please find time to read and complete the questionnaire when you receive it, you can also complete it online and also where to drop off your completed forms. Details of how to read the complete plan is also included in the paperwork. It is important that you complete the document and return to the steering group as it shows we have consulted with the village. 
The next stages are to analyse the results and incorporate them into the plan, add any photos of the village where appropriate into the plan together with any maps. Once that has been achieved and we are happy with the contents, the plan then is sent to South Cambs who read it through in connection with various departments like Environmental and transport for example to make sure we have our facts correct. This takes 6-8 weeks; it is then returned to us hopefully with few comments where we need to change anything. Otherwise, it would have to go back again to show we’ve taken on board their comments. Assuming all is well the plan is sent back to Cambourne who pass it on to an inspector who hopefully passes it again another 6-8 week wait. Once we have the all clear from the inspector, we then organise a referendum with the village who hopefully will vote in favour of the plan. From there it goes in gives us protection as to what developers can and can’t do in our village. As you can see it is an important piece of work we need to complete as soon as possible.               

ITEM 6. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The following questions were raised:
Putting aside LHI bids, will the parish council be putting forward a 20mph zone throughout the village as speeding is still an issue.
Councillor Richard Williams explained the strict criteria you must meet to reduce the speed to 20. Things they will look at are things like is the road used by many pedestrians, cyclists, is it a route to school, and what traffic calming measures are already in place. 
It is very much something they parish council wish to take forward in certain areas of the village.
What happened to reinstating the turning circle at the bottom of Church Lane?
In the absence of County Councillor Peter McDonald, we cannot answer that question right now, but will follow it up with Peter.
How much of the Arts & Heritage money has been spent and how long is left before it expires?
The Parish Council gave a £3,000 contribution to the church towards the new stained-glass window. There are other projects in the pipeline subject to finalising costings of other projects it was estimated that other projects that have already been approved in principle would cost in the region of £4,000 which would still leave some funding and there is still a good 4 years remaining on the 106 agreements.
Other projects agreed in principle are for a wooden table and bench to be housed within the reserve cemetery, a QR code project for wildlife and habitat and a nature trial.
Some residents present felt that other projects have had plenty of time to complete their costings so why can’t more money be given towards the window?
It was the intention of the Parish Council to allow the money to be split over three or four different projects and not just one. 
Pavements and footpaths in a terrible state, what is being done?
The Parish Council is fully aware that certain areas of the village are in poor condition, especially Duxford Road, High Street and West End and many others. We are also aware that the County Council budget is tight, and we are working with County highways to combat these issues surrounding pavement repairs and resurfacing.
A small section of path outside the Tickell Arms was also raised for repair. This area has flagged up previously and it is not certain that the stretch of path in question is county council or Tickell land.
The Baulks footpath was also raised for resurfacing. It is highly unlikely that this will be part of the near future programme of repairs.
Can the Parish Council write a report in LOOK so that everyone knows what is happening with the grass verges?
Several residents approached the parish council asking them not to mow the grass verges in May & June. It was agreed to leave the North Road verge by the village sign and the Duxford Road left hand verge as you are heading out of the village towards the A505. The remaining areas are cut as normal.
Why is the Annual Parish meeting Booklet no longer produced?
Yes the parish council did use to provide an annual booklet prior to the APM. The booklet was mainly annual reports of various clubs and societies within the village aswell as an annual report from the school and the Nicholas Swallow charity. Over the years it became increasingly harder to keep chasing people for their annual report. The reports were then sent to the LOOK team and very often various amounts of editing had to take place to fit everything in the designated pages allocated and some reports had to be omitted completely. It became a very awkward situation, and it was later agreed that the parish council would only be responsible for its own report. 
Given that the last APM was held in May 2019, it was agreed to concentrate on this APM to be current and up to date with what is happening in the village right now, rather than a standard annual report of events that might have already happened. 
Is Whittleweb the Parish Website and if so, why is it non-existent?
Yes, Whittleweb is the parish website and when it was set up 10 years ago most clubs, groups and societies were all keen to have a page on the website to promote their club or group, but unfortunately over time many groups change their committees and contact information and unless the parish clerk is notified the information remains unchanged on the website. This is not something that the parish council can be held responsible for.
The parish website is mainly used to upload agendas and minutes of the parish council, it provides meeting dates and current councillor information and considering recent critism the clerk is currently working to update and remove a great deal of the old and out of date pages. It is hoped to move the current home page to the about info and create a new home page and make the village calendar more visible to enable residents to see what events are coming up. It was suggested that it could have multi users to make it more efficient for village news etc, but that is something that would need to be discussed further. 

ITEM 7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next Annual Parish Meeting is yet to be confirmed but it is expected to be held between Monday 8th and Friday 19th May 2023. 

PLEASE NOTE:
The minutes of this meeting will remain in draft form until they have been formally approved as a true record.




