


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH MAY 2022
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves welcomed 2 new councillors. 
David Cunado and Andy McPhee.

PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Philip James, Richard Williams, Marc van Nierkerk, Michael Kilpatrick, David Cunado, Andy McPhee, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 7 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham and Felicity de Vries.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Philip James declared a business interest in item 6 and did not take part in any conversation in relation to that item.
Richard Williams and David Cunado declared an interest in item 9 in relation to the planning application at 7 Vicarage Lane, neither of them took part in any conversation or voted in relation to that item.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 12th April 2022 were declared as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by Arthur Greaves.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Whittlesford Parish Council were unsuccessful in the recent LHI bid to Highways in relation to Hill Farm Road. The Parish Council will consider how to put the money set aside to better use that will benefit the village.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A resident raised a further query as to the village diary/calendar on the website. The resident would like it to be found more easily. Such amendments of the website are under review and will be looked at very soon.
The Parish Council were asked if a booklet of annual reports and accounts was to be provided prior to the Annual Parish Meeting. The Parish Council no longer distributes an annual booklet. We try to focus the APM on forthcoming events and what is happening right now in our village.  

ITEM 6. A REPRESENTATIVE FROM CARTER JONAS TO DISCUSS A PLANNING PROPOSAL FOR THE LAND AT MOORFIELD ROAD WHICH HAS ACCESS AT KNIGHTS ORCHARD
We were joined by 2 representatives from Carter Jonas to take us through the proposed development for Knights Orchard, where they are looking to build 6 dwellings. A formal planning application is expected to be submitted to the parish council very shortly and we would therefore expect to discuss in full at the next meeting of 14th June. We would welcome all residents of Knights Orchard and surrounding areas to contribute their views on the application. 

ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS RECENT RoSPA SAFETY CHECK OF NROS AND TO ARRANGE FOR THE AREAS THAT REQUIRE ATTENTION TO BE CARRIED OUT
The annual RoSPA inspection of the Newton Road Open Space play equipment was recently carried out in April. No major areas of concern, but several minor items that require attention, mainly the tightening of nuts and bolts.
Michael Kilpatrick and Philip James are to arrange to meet at the open space to go through the report and carry out the minor repairs.

ITEM 8. TO CONFIRM ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE APM – 24th MAY 2022
The Parish Council confirmed arrangements that have been made for the Annual Parish Meeting on the 24th May, please see the following agenda.


THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 24TH MAY 2022 IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND
AGENDA
ITEM 1. CHAIRMANS REPORT
Chairman Arthur Greaves to give his annual report.
ITEM 2. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM REVD OLIVIA COLES 
Rev Olivia will be explaining how we can help the Ukraine Refugees in our parish.
ITEM 3. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM REVD PROF ALASDAIR COLES
Alasdair will be giving an update on the Village Celebration event which will be held on the lawn on 16th July to commemorate 1,000 years of our Parish Church.
BRIEF REFRESHMENT BREAK  Teas and Coffees will be served by Whitsers Playgroup Committee.
ITEM 4. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM SUE GINSBERG
Sue Ginsberg to tell us a bit more about the new Eco group and how we can get involved.
ITEM 5. UPDATE ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Chairman Arthur Greaves to give an update on where we are at with the Neighbourhood plan.
ITEM 6. PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
An opportunity for anyone to ask questions
ITEM 7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TBC 

ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
Only one residential application was received for 7 Vicarage Lane.
Planning Ref: 22/01718/HFUL. Remodelling of dwelling including demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension, new dormer window to existing rooms and conversion of loft space with new flat roof dormer, conversion of part garage, new doors and windows.
No matters were raised and the council supported the application.
ITEM 10. DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS 
Due to the recent District Election held on 5th May, there was NO District Report this month from Richard Williams.

County Council Report received from Councillor Peter McDonald is attached below.

Report for Parish Councils – May 2022. 
	South Cambs District Council
	Supporting people from Ukraine seeking refuge. Reminder of the South Cambs District and Cambs County Council efforts to support people seeking refuge from the war in Ukraine.  The SCDC website contains practical information on what you can do: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/

Cambs County Council’s information includes a useful FAQ: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-localism/support-for-the-people-of-ukraine.

Business Rates Relief
Businesses in South Cambridgeshire which have been adversely affected by the pandemic, but unable to access COVID-19 support linked to their business rates, may be eligible for the latest financial support. South Cambridgeshire District Council is now welcoming applications for its discretionary COVID-19 Additional Relief Fund (CARF).

The Government funding is to provide additional business rates relief to support rate-paying businesses affected by the pandemic between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021. It is for businesses which weren’t eligible for previous support linked to business rates, who can prove they have been adversely affected by the pandemic and have been unable to adequately adapt to that impact.

Eligibility criteria will apply, and the scheme will not cover ratepayers who were eligible for Extended Retail Discount (covering Retail, Hospitality and Leisure), those who were eligible for Nursery Discount, or businesses where the premises was unoccupied. Premises that were temporarily closed due to government advice on COVID-19 may still apply.

Full details and eligibility criteria, along with an application form, can be found here.

Applications will close on 13 May 2022. Rate Relief will be paid onto Business Rates accounts as soon as possible after all applications have been assessed. 

Cambridgeshire County Report
Thousands of people across Cambridgeshire have been offered a large discount on installing solar panels on their roofs thanks to an innovative scheme taking place across the county.
Solar Together Cambridgeshire is a partnership between Cambridgeshire County Council, the district councils of East Cambridgeshire, Fenland, Huntingdonshire and South Cambridgeshire, and the city of Cambridge, which offers homeowners high-quality solar PV panels through a group purchasing scheme.
The first round of the scheme in autumn 2020 saw just under 1,000 installations completed, and the second round which has just taken place resulted in more than 9,000 registrations of interest, with homeowners able to secure average discounts of 34% compared to typical market rates.
Those taking up the scheme will also benefit from the removal of VAT for solar PV which began in April.
Under Solar Together Cambridgeshire local councils have partnered with independent experts iChoosr Ltd to offer homeowners a competitive price from pre-vetted installers.
For the second round of the scheme there were 9,284 registrations of interest, of which 8,470 were for solar PV and 814 for retrofit battery storage. This is 59% higher than the total registration figures in the autumn 2020 scheme.
On 15 March an auction took place where interested installers were subject to a strict qualification procedure to check they had the necessary certifications and insurances, while their financial stability and customer satisfaction results were also investigated.
Moreover, iChoosr looked through each installer’s method of approach to ensure that they would be able to manage the logistics and operational demands of the scheme.
Following the auction, three winning bidders to cover the county were chosen. These were: Greenscape Energy, Green Energy Together UK and Everyone’s Energy.
All registered homeowners were then offered a deal which was on average 34% below the typical market price. The number of people who have taken up the offer has yet to be finalised with the offer remaining valid until 13 May. To register your interest for the next round of the scheme, visit: https://solartogether.co.uk/cambridgeshire/home

Mobile Library
Mobile Library routes across the county are changing from Tuesday 3rd May, to include new stops and changes to visiting days and durations. 

An additional 18 stops have been added due to public demand. For example, in Trumpington the Mobile library will now be stopping at Trumpington Meadows and Glebe Farm to allow for residents of these housing developments – many of which enjoy hybrid working - to access the Mobile Library.

Our mobile library service is a much-valued service which has been available to all residents across the county for decades. The service now runs three mobile libraries stopping at 388 locations in 98 villages and communities throughout Cambridgeshire.

The routes are reviewed and amended based on demand every three to four years. These new route changes also consider how the service was used during the pandemic and the fact that a more fluid way of working is available to many so a hybrid of working from home and going into the office is now the norm.

Current users have been made aware of route changes and additional new stops coming in via extensive leafleting in villages and when they visit the mobile library. We have also been letting resident know of the forthcoming changes via social Media posts to local groups.

Each stop on the route not only offers a library service but also allows visitors to recycle household batteries, collect free NHS hearing aid batteries, walking stick ferrules and buy stamps.

Using the service is easy. Anyone can join and it is free. Each mobile library vehicle carries up to 3,000 items of stock including fiction, non-fiction, large print, books on CD & cassette, jigsaws and books for children of all ages.

Each mobile library has access to all the books in Cambridgeshire Libraries. You can also request books online to collect from the mobile library on our next visit. You are also able to return mobile library books to any Cambridgeshire library and vice versa.

All vehicles have a lift for wheelchair users or those who find stairs difficult.

For further information on route changes please go to Mobile libraries - Cambridgeshire County Council. Find a mobile library stop - Cambridgeshire County Council

No Mow May
Local wildlife will thrive along Cambridgeshire’s roads this spring as grass cutting will be paused to support animals and plant life.

Cambridgeshire County Council will stop cutting grass on its road verges during May this year to support local biodiversity, with a particular focus on pollinators such as bees.

‘No Mow May’ is run by Plantlife – an organisation that promotes the maintenance and growth of wildflowers, plants and fungi. According to Plantlife, more than 700 species of wildflowers grow on road verges in the UK - this is almost 45% of the total wildflower species found across the country.

As the council is committed to improving the environment and tackling climate change, it declared both a climate and environment emergency in 2019. It has also set the target for Cambridgeshire to reach net zero emissions by 2045 and an organisational target for the county council to reach net zero by 2030.

Cutting the grass less often will help reduce carbon emissions, as well as providing habitats for pollinators, such as bees, to thrive. The council is also encouraging all local parish councils that cut verges on its behalf to take part in No Mow May.

Road safety is a priority for Cambridgeshire County Council, so in agreement with Plantlife we will still cut grass where leaving it could cause danger such as at junctions or bends.

The county council previously attended a workshop and worked closely with Plantlife to develop its current grass cutting protocol around the highways and verge management policy to support biodiversity. These changes to the way roadside verges are maintained help support wildflowers, bees and plant species to thrive.

It includes protecting wildlife corridors, which are areas of land that connect species with habitats that would otherwise be separated by human activities. For more information on its current verge maintenance policy, which came into place last year, visit the council’s website here.

For more information on Plantlife, visit: https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk or https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may

LHI Review
The link to the S Cambs schemes are here:
LHI Panel Scores 22-23.xlsx (cmis.uk.com)
A further schemes for 20 mph schemes will come forward at the July Committee. Meanhile those 20 mph proposals in the LHI programme are likely to be funded separately.





	

Peter McDonald
May 3rd 2022





ITEM 11. WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 2)
13th April 2022 – 10th May 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                                                                               
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)              101.32                                                                                 
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)             163.32                                                           
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                   13.40
Drax Energy (Street lighting)                                         36.43       
Annual Subscription Renewal to ICO.org.uk              40.00 
Community Allotment Expenditure                           188.45 (Vat - £31.41)                          
Expenses – Postage Stamps                                           16.53 (No Vat)
Expenses – HP Printer Paper (5 Reams)                       42.99 (Vat - £7.17)
Expenses – Document Wallets                                      13.28 (Vat - £2.21)
Expenses – HP Printer Ink (Multi 4 Cartridge)          137.99 (Vat - £23.00)
Parish Cemetery Maintenance (Feb,March,April)   480.00  Chq 100451
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                                     120.00  Chq 100452                              
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)                160.00  Chq 100452             
Parish Clerk (72 hours) + 1 BH                                  1,116.03  Chq 100453/4
PAYE to HMRC                                                                167.06  Chq 100455
Parish Council Websites.co.uk (Vat - £5.20)                31.20  Chq 100456
Annual Subscription to National Allotment Society   67.00  Chq 100457
Affiliation fees to NAS (4 x Newsletter)                        10.00  Chq 100458
CAPALC Affiliation Fees                                                 573.85 Chq  100459
RoSPA Annual Inspection (Vat - £14.00)                      84.00  Chq 100460
MD Landscapes (1st Verge Cut)  (Vat - £100.00)       600.00 Chq 100461
Accountibbleity Pay Roll quarter invoice                      75.00  Chq 100462
Lawn Trust – Annual Maintenance Grant             10,000.00  Chq 100463
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                    £14,237.85                             
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 1                                                        £182.99                                

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
SCDC – 1st Precept Payment                                                  35,000.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 1                  £35,000.00

COMMUNITY FUND 
Balance at close of business 12th April                                   £706.65
Accounts Received                                                                       ---------
Accounts paid (13th April – 10th May)                                       ---------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                                  £706.65

ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance at close of business 12th April                                 £1,593.05
Accounts Received                                                                        ---------
Accounts paid (13th April – 10th May)                                        ---------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                               £1,593.05 

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Opening Balance (1st March 2021)                                            £500.00
Accounts paid (1st March – 31st March)                                      187.53
Accounts paid (1st April – 12th April)                                              51.82
Accounts paid (13th April – 10th May)                                          188.45
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                              £427.80
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                                     £72.20


ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence received is forwarded to all councillors throughout the month. No particular correspondence item was raised for discussion.
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The Next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 14th June where the End of Year Accounts will be formally approved. 
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Tuesday 24th May. 
Both meetings will be held in the Millennium Room of the Memorial Hall.




