


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12th APRIL 2022 
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM

CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves opened the meeting by saying it was an end of an era. It was the last parish council meeting for Councillor Ken Winterbottom, who retires after serving 44 years on the parish council. Ken has given an outstanding and incredible contribution to the council over the years and both he and his knowledge will be greatly missed. 
PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Philip James, Michael Kilpatrick, Felicity de Vries, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 2 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham, Marc van Niekerk, Richard Williams and Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 8th March were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
None.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
An email was received from a parishioner in relation to an ongoing issue of difficulty in lorries turning at the bottom of Station Road after Sat Navs are directing lorries to Station Road (West) instead of (East) which is due to the same postcode. Residents have asked for better signage to be erected at the top of Station Road (West). 
The matter was forwarded to Councillor Peter McDonald for his attention as the County Councillor.
Concerns were raised in relation to fallen trees, in recent high winds mainly in Whippletree Road. On several occasions over the last month there have been several fallen trees which have blocked the road. These occurrences are always a huge concern. Many of the trees are sat in boggy wet land and naturally become weakened. The majority of trees in Whippletree Road are on private land and therefore not necessarily the responsibility of the parish council. We believe that the majority of land owners are fully aware of recent incidents and it is vitally important that land owners take stock of their trees and act responsibly. 
A further tree on the boundary of North /Shelford Road was felled safely after a report from a concerned resident. We thank both the resident and the landowner for taking prompt action.
Reports of the North Road speed monitor not working. Michael Kilpatrick to check the battery.
A query was raised as to low flying aircraft over the houses in the village. The matter should be taken up with the IWM. 
Chairman Arthur Greaves recently attended an IWM Parish meeting and gave the following report.
IWM PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL
The IWM like other organisations are trying to make up for lost revenue. The 2 main air shows are on the 18/19 June and on the 10/11 September, there will be a flying evening on the 28th August hopefully flying will be from 17-00 till 21-00 depending on light levels. There is also 4 flying days which are basically local based aircraft one on the 7th May VE Day, 6th June D-Day, 25th July American Day to commemorate when the Americans came to Duxford and a Flying Finale on the 8th October this event will have fast jets from the Swiss Air Force. Large model Flying Displays on the 8th May and the 9th October.
There will be Pyros on the June, August and September.
There is no start date for the Hotel as yet, they are looking at appointing the new Director in the next 3 months.
Airfield activities last year had 36,000 aircraft movements, a movement is classed as a take off or landing. There were 16 noise complaints, the majority of them was when filming was taken place with Tom Cruise flying a Harvard. The noise is from the propeller which is operating at a supersonic rate.            
ITEM 6. UPDATE ON FORTHCOMING PARISH ELECTIONS
Following the nomination process, 9 of the current 10 councillors submitted nomination papers for the parish election due to be held on 5th May. 
2 other nominations were received and submitted to South Cambs.
The closing date for applications was 4pm on the 5th April and it was confirmed that Whittlesford Parish Council had a total of 11 nominations for 11 councillor seats available. It was therefore confirmed that the parish election was uncontested and no election would be required.
The 2 new councillors, David Cunado and Andrew McPhee will join us in May.
ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS AGENDA FOR THE APM – 24th MAY 2022
The last Annual Parish Meeting was held in May 2019. It was cancelled in both May 2020 and 2021 because of Coronavirus. It is therefore hoped to reinstate the APM on the 24th May 2022. Agenda topics were discussed and it was agreed to focus on where we are at with the Neighbourhood plan. It was also agreed to invite Rev Olivia and Alasdair Coles to give a brief update of the upcoming 1000 year celebrations of the parish church that will be held in July on the Lawn. Simple refreshments will be available such as tea & coffee. It was agreed to ask Whitsers Playgroup to serve the refreshments in return for a £100 sponsor donation from the parish council. Clerk to make contact with Whitsers committee to confirm. 
ITEM 8. UPDATE ON THE COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT
The Community Allotment has got off to a great start with plenty of interest shown by many. Councillor de Vries and her team of volunteers have been busy replacing greenhouse glass, building some raised beds ready for planting.  Grateful thanks to Colin Butler for his groundwork and to everyone who has been working hard to get the project up and running. Anyone wishing to lend a hand should contact Councillor de Vries, her contact info has been included in the LOOK magazine.


ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT 
There were No residential planning applications discussed. A few minor tree applications were received but none required any comment from the parish council.
ITEM 10. DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS 
Neither District or County Councillors attended (both reports are attached as below)
District Report from Cllr Richard Williams
April 2022

Pre-Election Period
The Council is now in the pre-election period, which will last up to the close of polls on May 5th 2022. During this period, the Council will not make significant new policy decisions or announcements. 
Zero Carbon Community Grants
Prior to the start of the election period, the Council announced a new round for the zero carbon communities scheme. Community groups can apply for grants of between £1,000 to £15,000. The process has been changed this year, with applications invited under two categories.
The first category is for projects which reduce carbon emissions or lock up carbon in a measurable way such as low carbon, energy saving improvements to community buildings, or tree-planting initiatives. The second category is for community engagement projects which support and encourage lower carbon living.
Further information is available here:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant
Scrap Yard Planning Applications
These will be going to planning committee for decision, probably in June or July. A record of the decision to refer to committee is here: 
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2527/planning-delegation-meeting-minutes-1st-march-2022.pdf
Local Ukraine Support Network
Rev. Olivia Coles and I held a meeting on 30th March for village residents who have registered to host Ukrainian guests and for those interested in supporting guests and hosts. It was a very productive meeting to share information and ideas about how the community can offer support. We now have two group, one for volunteers and the other for hosts. The groups are being coordinated through the Whittlesford Volunteer Network that was established during the pandemic.  I am sharing information that comes from the council and from other voluntary organisations with the host and volunteers groups (as appropriate), sharing local information to help match hosts in the village with guests and sharing requests for help. A number of Ukrainian residents will be arriving in the village over the next few weeks (some have already arrived) and the group is adding new members to the host and volunteers lists. A request for further volunteers to help hosts and guests will appear in the next edition of LOOK. The group will become more active in offering support as more Ukrainian guests arrive and we will keep the Parish Council updated. 
The District Council information page on help for Ukraine is available here:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/
Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan Group has drafted a questionnaire to get local feedback on the emerging policies in the Plan. The questionnaire has been printed and will be circulated to the village in late April/early May with support from a Locality grant. I am currently working on accessing, and then updating, the Neighbourhood Plan website in advance of the questionnaire being circulated. The deadline for responses will be 31st May 2022. 
South Cambs Housing Trajectory and Land Supply
The District published the annual housing trajectory and land supply figures in March 2022. The good news is that the housing land supply (2022-27) was calculated at over 5 years, which means the Local Plan will continue to have full force. It is notable, however, that the housing trajectory figures for the full local plan period 2011- 2031 (which are separate to the land supply figures because they run for the whole plan period), are now projecting significantly more building than was provided for in the plan. The Local Plan 2011-2031 provided for 19,500 new homes to be built in the period. The latest figures project that 24,629 will in fact be built between 2011-2031. This suggests 26% more houses will be built than were planned. The increase comes from significantly accelerated building in the coming years. 975 homes will be completed in 2021/22, but this rises to 1,669 in 22/23, 1,837 in 23/24, 1,869 in 24/25 and thereafter will range between 1,500-1,800 up to 2031. 
In contrast, Cambridge City’s number is exactly on target. The City Local Plan 2011-2031 provides for 14,000 new homes and the housing trajectory suggests 14,087 will be built in the period. 
Cllr.williamsR@scambs.gov.uk/07584037016
Report for Parish Councils – April 2022. 
	South Cambs District Council
	Supporting people from Ukraine seeking refuge
Both South Cambs District and Cambs County Council are helping to coordinate efforts locally to support people seeking refuge from the war in Ukraine.  The SCDC website contains practical information on what you can do: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/support-for-ukraine/

Cambs County Council’s information includes a useful FAQ: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-localism/support-for-the-people-of-ukraine.

Zero Carbon Grants
South Cambridgeshire’s community groups can now bid for a share of more than £120,000 from the District Council’s popular Zero Carbon Communities Grant scheme.
The scheme, now in its fourth year, has so far provided £310,000 to 51 grassroots projects that work to tackle climate change in South Cambridgeshire. The deadline to apply for the latest round of grants is Wednesday 1 June 2022. This year, groups in South Cambridgeshire can apply for between £1,000 and to £15,000 from the District Council’s total pot of £120,544. The process has been simplified to aid applicants, with applications invited under two categories.

The first category is for projects which reduce carbon emissions or lock up carbon in a measurable way such as low carbon, energy saving improvements to community buildings, or tree-planting initiatives. The second category is for community engagement projects which support and encourage lower carbon living. Read full eligibility criteria and ideas for projects.

The money for Zero Carbon Communities grants comes from business rates from renewable energy sites, like solar farms, in South Cambridgeshire that the Council retains and earmarks for use in green initiatives like this. Parish councils and non-profit groups or organisations that are based in the district can apply. Other groups, such as social enterprises and community interest companies can apply as part of a partnership led by a parish council or not-for-profit group. Groups can apply to the grant scheme online.

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant

South Cambs Audit of 2018/19 Accounts

The audit of Accounts for 2018/19 is here:
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s126682/Full%20SOA%20V1.0.pdf
This is the audit opinion:
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s126680/South%20Cambridgeshire%20DC_2018-19_ARR%2029%20Mar22%20final.pdf

Cambridgeshire County Report

Biodiversity Initiative
A scheme which will help increase the county’s biodiversity and support the development of new homes, businesses and infrastructure was approved by Cambridgeshire County Council’s Strategy and Resources Committee (29 March).

Under the Environment Act 2021, the biodiversity of an area resulting from new developments must exceed the pre-development biodiversity value by at least 10 per cent - known as Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). This should be provided onsite, but if that isn’t possible it must be provided offsite, close to the development and within the local planning authority area. Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Biodiversity Special Planning Document, adopted in February 2022, says that they expect to require developers to deliver 20 per cent BNG.

Under the new scheme, developers who are unable to meet BNG requirements on sites in the South Cambridgeshire area will be able to secure biodiversity units from the Lower Valley Farm BNG scheme in Fulbourn.

The 358-acre farm, which is part of the council’s 33,000 acre rural estate, has been identified as the ideal site for the scheme as it is located within the Cambridge Nature Network and lies adjacent to the Roman Road Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It will also act as a stepping stone to other surrounding SSSIs, supporting habitat connectivity across the landscape from Trumpington Meadows through to Wilbraham Fen.

Cambridge-based Bidwells have helped establish the scheme and will oversee its implementation. The currently arable land will be converted to biodiverse habitats including botanically diverse grassland, native broadleaved woodland, scrub and species-rich hedgerows. The Lower Valley Farm BNG scheme will go beyond BNG requirements by providing public footpaths and opportunities for education. Developers will secure units through an Option Agreement which will commit the council to delivering the associated habitat creation and management for a 30-year period.

Highways Additional Spending
 Highway Maintenance is at the early stage of transformation that given the breadth and scale of the  maintenance service delivered is a big change. It could take time to produce results on the roads and outside people’s front doors. Investment in two aspects of the Highways Maintenance Service would achieve faster sustainable change with immediate visible benefits to our road users, businesses and residents.

The two aspects are;
1. Getting it right for our Customers today. 
On the ground action where our residents want it.
• Removing the potholes – a programme of planned patching carried out this spring and 
summer to properly fix pothole hotspots in and around village and town centres. This would 
remove the patchwork quilt of multiple repeat visits having an immediate noticeable impact 
within our community centres. £400k
• Listening to our customers – Clean out our Report It tool and get back to our Report It 
customers. This would show we listen and feedback by providing a resource to monitor and 
respond to the enquiries ahead of implementation of a new up-to-date system (the current is 
around 15 years old). £50k
• Safe and dry – record, quantify, investigate flooding cause and implement an increased 
programme of highways flood hotspots to remove more of the risks of surface water on our 
roads. The programme would target those locations that also cause issues within the 
communities affecting businesses and properties. £400k
• Clear and Safe – improve the lines and road markings across the rural network. This would 
make driving our roads at night and in bad weather safer by providing the markings to support 
our road users. A targeted programme to deal with routes between towns and villages. £250k

Total investment £1,100,000.
The proposed levels of investment are scalable. The suggested investment would provide visible impactful improvement on the ground across the whole county. Scaling up would increase visibility of impact and down would reduce it.
Deliverability – We can engage with a range of supply chain partners to confidently deliver by Autumn. 
Key is keeping it simple and focused. We have supply chain partners other than Milestone accessible  via Local Council Roads Innovation Group framework of which we are a member.
Communications – To maximise the impact delivery would include communications through our  normal channels to draw residents’ attention to this extra investment. 

2. Keeping it right for our customers tomorrow
Transforming at pace to achieve the sustainable change we need for the future
• Upskilling our Highway Safety Inspectors - a programme of training and education to ensure  this area of service is achieving the most it can. Benefit to the public are safer roads and better value for money. Council benefit is less risk from third party claims. £30k. 
• Local Highways Officer Review – Revamping the role to focus on community and customer needs ahead of the wider Highways Maintenance Restructure. £40k 
• Highways workforce and succession – contribution to support the implementation and 
development of an accelerated apprenticeship/graduate/intern programme to bring forward a 
new cohort of staff into the Highways workforce during 2022 and 2023. £50k
• New Asset Management System – support to accelerate the commissioning and 
implementation of the system. Could reduce the implementation time from 18 months to 12 year by providing the one-off set up resources. £100k. 
• Intelligent data – implement the latest survey data collection technology and use it to make 
better decisions on where to do what and achieve better outcomes for the public and for value 
for money we invest into our highways assets. £60k. 
• Baselining our Highways Service – a project to baseline the carbon in the ownership and 
management of our highways assets to raise Climate awareness and understanding across the 
service and provide the base from which to start our service journey to net zero. £50k
• Capacity to change at pace – one-off resource to support the transformation of the service. 
Capacity to get move the change tasks forward at speed. £60k. 
Total Investment = £390,000
These are all one-off investments to accelerate the transformation of the highways maintenance service. They all bring forward key parts of the overall service system that will support better delivery into the future and help ensure the highways service is contributing to our climate change objectives.

Rail User Group AGM
The Meldreth Shepreth and Foxton Rail User Group meeting will take place on April 20, 7:30-8:30PM, via Teams – please contact railusergroup@gmail.com for the joining link.  The meeting will kick off with a brief AGM and then move to all the business that the Rail User Group is actively pursuing, first and foremost encouraging take up public transport to help boost ridership figures – which is needed in order to bring the full half-hourly service back into play.

Thakeham
New donation of £75k made to the Tory Party autumn 2021 taking total to £716k.






	Peter McDonald
April 6th 2022





WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 1)
1st April 2022 – 12th April 2022
The following accounts were approved at parish council meeting of 12th April.

[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                                                                               
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)        126.33                                                                                 
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)       178.96                                                           
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)             14.60                  
Community Allotment Expenditure                       51.82 (Vat - £8.64)
Phillimore Garden Centre (Zero Carbon Fund)    27.59  Chq 100438                                                                                                                                
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                               120.00  Chq 100439                               
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)          160.00  Chq 100439             
Parish Clerk (72 hours) + holiday                       1,318.32 Chq100440/41
PAYE to HMRC                                                          292.61 Chq 100442
Community Fund                                                       50.00 Chq 100443
Community Allotment (Greenhouse glass)          86.40  Chq 100444 (Vat £14.40)
Allotment Tap Replacement                                 160.00  Chq 100445
Lewis Tree Surgery (Moorfield Rd)                      192.00  Chq 100446 (Vat £32.00)
Groundworks (NP Grant to be repaid)                351.92 Chq 100447
Cambridge Water (Allotments)                               37.75 Chq 100448
Cambridge Water (Parish Church)                          36.84 Chq 100449
Scotsdales Garden Centre (Vat £10.83)                 64.99 Chq 100450
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                              £3,270.13
UNCASHED CHEQUES                                            580.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID IN MONTH 1          £3,850.13

TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 1                                   £55.04

UNCASHED CHEQUES FROM ACCOUNTS ENDING 31ST MARCH 2022
Cheque number – 100407                                                        220.00
Cheque number – 100417                                                        220.00
Cheque number – 100425                                                        140.00
TOTAL CARRIED FORWARD TO MONTH                              £580.00

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                                  0.33
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 1                          £0.33p

COMMUNITY FUND 
Balance at close of business 31st March                                 £756.65
Accounts Received                                                                       ---------
Accounts paid (9th March – 12th April)                                        50.00
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                                  £706.65

ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance at close of business 31st March                              £1,685.63
Accounts paid (1st April – 12th April)    (Chq 100438)                 27.59
Replacement tree at NROS                                                             64.99
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                               £1,593.05 

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance at close of business 31st March                                   £398.87 
Accounts paid (1st – 12th April) Greenhouse glass etc            £138.22
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                                   £260.65 


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GRANT FUND
Unspent balance as of 31st March 2022                                    £351.92
UNSPENT BALANCE (TO BE REPAID)  (Chq 100447)               £351.92    
The Groundworks Uk Neighbourhood Plan Grant for £741 expired on 31st March 2022 and all unspent money was to be paid back. The total of £351.92 Cheque number 100447 was paid in month 1 accounts. The remainder £389.08 was used for the printing of brochures and questionnaires which will be delivered to all households very soon.
                               

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from Carter Jonas in relation to the excess piece of land at Moorfield Rd which is accessible via Knights Orchard. There is no official planning application at present but their proposal is for 6 houses. A representative will attend the next parish council meeting  on 10th May which will give residents of Knights Orchards an opportunity to learn more about the proposed plan and ask questions.

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Both the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 10th May 2022.




