WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9th NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Will Thomas, Felicity de Vries, Philip James, Marc van Niekerk, District Councillor Richard Williams, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, and 3 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham and Michael Kilpatrick
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Ken Winterbottom declared an interest in the Station Road development.
Ken chose not to comment or take part in any vote as he had made his own personal comments on the application as a close resident to the development.
Marc van Niekerk declared an interest in the planning application at 84 Duxford Road. 
Councillor Richard Williams declared an interest in all planning applications as a member of the SCDC planning committee.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th October 2021 were signed by the chairman as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
None.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Current mud on both Duxford and Hill Farm Road was raised as a hazard.
Both the parish and County highways had received complaints of the mud on both Duxford and Hill Farm Road. The Parish Clerk liaised with County highways and were satisfied that it was inevitable to encounter mud on the roads whilst the farmers were getting the crops in from the fields. Both were satisfied that the farmers had put out Caution Mud on Road signs to warn vehicles and felt that the farmers were doing their best to tidy up afterwards.
District Councillor Richard Williams requested a road sweep and County highways agreed to action this.
District Councillor Richard Williams is also looking to arrange a community group to clean the street furniture, this being the white wooden gates on Duxford Road and other areas in the village.
County Councillor Peter McDonald supported the Parish Councils request to claim the cost to the parish for a new combination lock that was cut from the Baulks gates when an out of hours highways team attended a fallen tree on footpath 1. 
ITEM 6. TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTIONS IN RELATION TO ARTS & HERITAGE PROJECTS FROM SECTION 106 AVAILABLE FUNDING
Having already committed to a donation of £3,000 to the parish church 2022 committee to go towards a new stained glass window to commemorate the one thousand year anniversary of the church.
The Parish Council had previously agreed that its intention was to be able to fund several projects from the available funding and received a further 3 project ideas for consideration.
One proposal was a circular mosaic honouring important historical Whittlesford figures over the ages. A precise site was yet to be chosen but the wall to the left of the entrance to the Memorial Hall would be eminently suitable as is its accessible to everyone. 
Unfortunately the overall costings of this project was in the region of £10,000 and this was much higher than anticipated. The parish council agreed that it could not fund the whole project but would be happy to look at alternative options if made available by the proposer.
Other projects included a table top with bench seating to include images of the villages history which would be housed at the reserve cemetery and a QR Code project to include historic buildings, interesting sites and our Flora and Fauna.
Both projects combined were in the region of £3,000 and were agreed in principal pending further information and final costings.
ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS A COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT
The Parish Council discussed proposals for a Community Allotment after residents expressed an interest. The proposed location will be directly next to the Community Orchard on the allotment land at Newton Road. The Parish Council’s allotment committee together with a working party of village residents will take on the task of turning some overgrown plots into a community allotment space for everyone to enjoy.
More details will be coming soon.

ITEM 8. TO DISCUSS LIGHT REFURBISHMENT OF BUS SHELTER (DUXFORD RD)
The Parish Council has over the past couple of years had many complaints about graffiti in the wooden bus shelter at the far end of Duxford Road. It has been painted over on numerous occasions and additional complaints of noise related incidents from neighbouring properties. 
The Parish Council are dubious regarding repeated attempts to re paint the shelter and then find it has been the target of further graffiti. 
Clerk to action some quotations for the whole shelter to be repainted.

ITEM 9. REPORT FROM THE IWM NEIGHBOURS FORUM
The IWM Neighbours forum was postponed due to lack of confirmed attendance from neighbouring parishes. 

ITEM 10. ENVIRONMENTAL WELFARE OF VERGE MAINTENANCE
Chairman received a request from a parishioner wishing to form a group to monitor the environmental welfare of our verge maintenance. After much discussion the parish council agreed that whilst they were happy to hear suggestions on verge maintenance it was felt that the role of decisions and responsibility should lie strictly within the council and not a third party. The Parish Council remains happy to acknowledge and consider any suggestions put forward by residents but the overall decision making will be made by the parish council. The Parish Council were confident that they regularly discuss the verge maintenance and have already made changes to encourage the wild flowers and will continue to do so.

ITEM 11. PLANNING REPORT
The following planning applications were discussed :
(Please note that the Parish Council had secured extensions to planning decision deadline dates on the following applications).
Planning Ref : 20/02881/CONDB/FACTORY 84 Duxford Road. Submission of details required by conditions 4, 9, 11, 16 & 17 of planning permission 20/02881/FUL. Notice of information only. No action required.
Planning Ref : 21/04374/FUL & 21/04375LBC/Building 286 & 287 IWM. Improvement to roof ventilation and lightening protection. The Parish Council supported both applications.
Planning Ref : 21/02476/REM & 21/02477/FUL/Land north of 39A Station Road (West). Additional information including reduction in the number of units proposed from 75 to 67 & demolition of existing building and erection of three storey building to provide 8 flats. The Parish Council remained unsupportive of both applications due to an over development of the land in question.
Planning Ref : 21/04533/HFUL/34 Station Road (West). Ground floor and first floor extensions to create a two storey dwelling house with balcony and detached garage. The vote was a split decision of support and objection. The majority vote favoured No Recommendation. 
Planning Ref : 21/04423/HFUL/14 Mill Lane. Demolition of garage and construction of two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. (RE-submission of 21/03332/HFUL). The Parish Council supported this application.

ITEM 12. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS

Report for Parish Councils – November 2021. 
	South Cambs District Council
	Update on the development of the next Local Plan

The consultation period on the ‘first proposals’ stage in the development of the joint Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire Local Plan began on November 1st and runs until 5pm on December 13th. The proposals were published in August by the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service (GCSPS) for consideration by parish councillors, residents, district councillors and other stakeholders. 

GCSPS will be holding an in-person drop-in event on Saturday 27 November, 9am to 12pm, at Great Shelford Farmers Market. Further to the updates provided in the October repors, GCSPS has gathered the key links connected to the Local Plan:

The Local Plan homepage, which includes event listings: https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan

An interactive map of the sites in the ‘preferred options’: 
https://maps.3csharedservices.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ee39c55cf37845b1aeb3d5374e4c5214

A library of all the documents published in with at the ‘first proposals’ stage:
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/greater-cambridge-local-plan-preferred-options/supporting-documents

An explanation of how to comment on the proposals, including links to a quick survey and how to submit more detailed responses:
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/greater-cambridge-local-plan-first-proposals/tell-us-what-you-think

Grant scheme for young people: deadline November 10th

A new grant has opened aimed at providing funds for projects that support children and young people. £38,000 is available through the scheme for projects which help to empower children and young people; helping them to build self-belief and make a positive difference to themselves and their community. Organisations that are independently set-up for charitable or social benefit (including Parish Councils) can apply for grants of between £4,000 and £8,000. This is being administered via the Grants Advisory Committee, who will review all the applications and award the grants to successful projects in early 2022. 

The deadline for applications is Wednesday November 10th. More information, including application criteria, can be found here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/new-grant-scheme-opens-for-local-organisations-working-with-children-and-young-people/
Black History Month

This year, South Cambs joined forces with Cambridge City Council to run events for Black History Month. The first virtual event took place on October 4th with Patrick Vernon OBE who spoke about preserving the legacy of the Windrush Generation. The second live event was hosted by the Cambridge African Network on Thursday 14th with a panel talking about their experiences of living in the UK and Cambridgeshire.
 
You can catch up on recordings and educational content related to Black History month on the South Cambs website: at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-council-and-democracy/equality-and-diversity/equality-activities-and-events/
Council services to support people to live independently

South Cambs’ Visiting Support Service is free for people over the age of 65, with a short-term focus to support people in their home – perhaps someone recovering from an operation, or who will be on their own for a short period of time, or who is having an unexpected crisis. The Community Warden Service is longer-term, and a nominal fee is payable; clients can be of any age, and the wardens will ring up or visit on a regular basis, and can help with tasks such as form-filling, picking up some essentials from the shop, or just being a friendly face. The Community Lifeline Service (under £4.50/week) provides a worn pendant that individuals of any age can press in an emergency, such as if they have a fall at home on their own. You can find out more about all of these services on our website:
•	www.scambs.gov.uk/visitingsupportservice
•	www.scambs.gov.uk/mobilewardenscheme
•	www.scambs.gov.uk/lifelines
We have produced some leaflets and posters to raise awareness of these services-attached are samples. If you would like some leaflets or a few posters to display please email Lesley.McFarlane@Scambs.gov.uk

South Cambs Christmas market

SCDC’s Business Support team is organising an outdoor Christmas market in Cambourne on Sunday 5 December 3pm to 8pm. 

Do you know any local performers who may like to perform on the stage at the event for about 30 minutes? They could be school, college or community groups, choirs or amateur dramatics group, musicians or bands. Please ask them to get in touch with the organising team at: reopening@scambs.gov.uk

More details can be found here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/south-cambridgeshire-outdoor-christmas-market/

Cambridgeshire County Report
County Highways Issues

The Nov 4th committee looked at:
· County wide policy for 20 mph – a full paper will come back to the Committee
· HGV policy.
· Moving traffic offences e.g. yellow box blockage – this will be facilitated by Civil Parking Enforcement.
· Kings Parade barrier development and ant-terror review for the City.

Addenbrookes Roundabout
A safety review is underway after the sad fatality of a young woman who was hit by an artic fuel tanker.

Guided Busway
An independent review will take place of the Southern stretch after the recent facility in a similar area to the 2018 death of Stephen Moir. 

School Governors
A campaign has been launched to find more people willing to serve on the governing bodies of schools in Cambridgeshire. Schools are looking for governors who can bring a variety of skills and expertise from a wide range of backgrounds.

Governors – who are volunteers – support the strategic leadership of the school, providing support, challenge and accountability to the school’s headteacher and senior leaders. The headteacher is responsible for the operational running of the school on a day-to-day basis.

Cambridgeshire County Council is particularly seeking to build diverse governing bodies which reflect the communities they serve, enabling children to succeed and thrive.
Previous experience of being a school governor is not necessary, as full induction and training will be offered. Experience of working in education is not necessary either.

Governors are usually appointed for a four-year term. Time commitments vary from school to school, but to fulfil the role effectively, governors are expected to sit on individual committees, visit the school regularly and attend full governing body meetings.

Responsibilities include working as part of a team, maintaining educational standards and performance, holding the school to account and monitoring the school’s budget.

Further information about the role and how to apply can be found here: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/working-together-children-families-and-adults/working-with-partners/school-governors





Covid 19 ERA


	Rising rates in older people coupled with building pressures on local health and education services led to the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Councils who are both responsible for public health to ask Government to grant the whole area ‘enhanced response area’ status for at least five weeks from Monday November 1 - to bring down infection rates which are currently higher in most areas than seen in January’s peak.
The ERA status allows us to push for additional support to:
· Accelerate and target 12-15 vaccination roll out to key areas and schools where infections are highest
· Accelerate booster vaccinations for eligible groups who have had their second vaccination more than six months ago
· Increase vaccination rate in areas with the lowest uptake
· In addition, as part of ERA status the area will enter into further discussions with the DfE about additional measures it can use in schools, but in the meantime it will continue to:
· Encourage secondary school teachers or pupils who are household contacts of positive cases to take daily LFT tests
· Continue with advice given to schools before the half term that face coverings should be worn in secondary school communal areas, and that meetings happen virtually where possible
· Encourage anyone who is a household contact of a positive case to take daily rapid tests, until a negative PCR test is received
· For the general population a government funded additional communications push will also begin from next week
· Recommending wear face coverings in crowded and enclosed areas where you come into contact with people you do not usually meet’
· Reminding people to get their vaccinations, test regularly and particularly before attending events, meet with others outside their households in well ventilated spaces and wash hands regularly and well


Peter McDonald
November 5th 2021



DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Local Plan: Public Consultation  November 2021
The six-week public consultation on the Greater Cambridge Local Plan ‘First Proposals’ (detailed in September Report) opened on the 1st November 2021.  
Information on the plan and how to comment is available at:
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/
The consultation is open until 5pm 13th December 2021. 
Congestion Charging and City Access Consultation. 
On Monday 8th November the Greater Cambridge Partnership is due to launch a public consultation on public transport changes in and around Cambridge, including the option of introducing a “sustainable transport charge”, which might otherwise be called congestion charge, for private motorists entering Cambridge. As noted in my last report, the plans being consulted upon include an expanded bus network in and around the City, prioritising active travel on city roads and measures to pay for these improvements, which is where the congestion charge comes in. 
The link for the consultation is here:
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/making-connections-2021
Planning Performance Update. A new report on the performance of the planning service is to be presented to the Council Scrutiny Committee this Thursday (11th November).  The report analyses performance in Q2 2021 and follows a pervious report on performance in Q2 2020 (detailed in my May 2021 report).
The new report shows a decline in performance in 2021 vs 2020. The headline performance statistic shows that the number of applications dealt with “in time” fell to 79% in 2021, against 85% in 2020. 
Beneath the headline figure, however, the report shows that the use of ‘extensions of time’ in planning applications remains very high.
Of the 465 applications decided in Q2 2021, only 103 (22%) were decided within the statutory time limits of 8 weeks (for minor applications) and 16 weeks (for major application). Extensions of time to the statutory periods were used in 262 (56%) of the applications. The service counts an application decided within an ‘extension of time’ period as having been decided “in time”, which is how the 79% figure is calculated (with rounding up).
100 applications were decided after time limits for decisions (including EOTs), had passed and so were unequivocally out of time
It is worrying that overall performance has declined since 2020, and that the majority of applications recorded as having been decided “in time” actually rely on extensions of time agreements.
I will be pushing for a clear and concrete plan of action from the service to improve its performance at the meeting on Thursday. 
Richard Williams
District Councillor, November 2021. 












ITEM 13. ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts were approved :

WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS  (13th October – 9th November 2021)  Month 8
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Drax Energy (Street lighting)                                               36.22 (Vat - £1.73)                                                                      
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                      81.05                  
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)                   150.66              
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                         25.25            
Glasdons Bins Uk (Dog bin Station Road)                       135.54 (Vat - £22.59)
Go Daddy Website Security Protection                            52.93 (Vat - £8.82)
Amazon – Combination lock (Baulks Gates)                    39.99 (Vat - £6.67)
Parish Cemetery Contract  (8 hrs September)              160.00  Chq 100386
Parish Cemetery Contract (11 hrs October)                  220.00  Chq 100399 
Purchase Receipts (Parish Cemetery) (Vat - £68.15)   410.94  Chq 100400
Maynards Open Space                                                      120.00  Chq 100401
Allotments & Community Orchard                                 160.00  Chq 100402
Parish Clerk Salary (October 64 hrs)                               956.03  Chq 100403                   
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                                48.03  Chq 100404
Lewis Tree Surgery                               (Vat - £110.00)   660.00  Chq 100405 
British Legion Donation Poppy Appeal                           100.00  Chq 100406
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                          £3,356.64 
                                  
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 8                                             £217.96                                       

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Allotment Rent – Transfer – Plot 13                                  50.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                           £50.00
COMMUNITY FUND REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (12th October)         £781.65
Accounts to pay  (13th October – 9th November)         ----------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                       £781.65                                               
ZERO CARBON GRANT REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (12th October)      £1,830.62
Accounts to pay  (13th October – 9th November)       -----------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                    £1,830.62
ITEM 14. CORRESPONDENCE - None
ITEM 15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 14th December 2021.

ITEM 16. EXTRA ITEM TO DISCUSS
NOTICE OF MEETING
Following on from the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 9th November 2021. Whittlesford Parish Council held a short specially convened meeting to consider a proposal to admit a person to be an Honorary Freeman of the Parish under s.249 (5) Local Government Act 1972.
Councillor Richard Williams proposed to admit a person to be an Honorary Freeman of the Parish under s.249 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972.
All members of the Parish Council voted unanimously.
The Parish Council will disclose further information of the nominated person at its next meeting.


