


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14th DECEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM VIA ZOOM

MINUTES
PRESENT
Acting Chairman Tim Teversham, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Will Thomas, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, Marc van Niekerk, District Councillor Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, and 3 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Arthur Greaves, Philip James and County Councillor Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Pam Freeman declared a personal interest in the tree application at 43 High Street and did not comment on this. Marc van Nierkerk declared an interest of planning application of 84 Duxford Road. 
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
Minutes of parish council meeting 9th November & minutes of finance meeting 23rd November could not be formally approved as a true record as our meeting of 14th December was not an official public meeting. Both sets of minutes will be carried over to our meeting of 11th January for formal approval.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Clerk reported on one matter from the last meeting of 9th November. This was to obtain some quotations for the painting of the Duxford Road bus shelter. All companies contacted were not taking any bookings until January. Clerk to follow up in January. 
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A resident reminded the parish council of its suggestion to form a community group to carry out some maintenance jobs around the village. Suggested maintenance included the cleaning of the white gates at Duxford Road, North and Shelford Road, all of which had become very green with algae. The resident notified the parish council that he had cleaned the white gates at Duxford Road. The Parish Council was very appreciative of his time. It remains the intention of the parish council to form a community group of both councillor and resident volunteers to carry out such jobs. A village litter pick was also discussed and the parish council will discuss this further in January.
Councillor Marc van Niekerk (as Scout leader) suggested that perhaps we could get the Scouts involved with some jobs. To discuss further.
A resident also notified the parish council of some maintenance carried out at footpath 1. We understand this was organised by an Eco group from Sawston who also carried out some footpath maintenance on the same stretch of footpath where the 2 parish boundaries meet in the middle. Again the parish council is very appreciative of all residents and groups who all help to keep our village looking tidy, however we was not aware that this date had been arranged by the Eco group until after the event had taken place.
The Parish Council agreed to drawer up a maintenance programme in the new year and any future planned maintenance by volunteer groups (the parish council if informed) will recruit some representation of the parish council in these events. 
Another item raised was the mud on Duxford Road, especially within the cycle inlets located at the build outs. District Councillor Richard Williams to raise another street clean road sweep and again this is something to highlight for future reference in a maintenance plan. The Parish Council will also refer the matter to both Peter McDonald and John O’Brien for attention.
A resident commented on the planning of a community allotment as good initiative and was keen to see how it develops.
Another comment raised was in relation to the Greater Cambridge Partnership masterplan and what was the parish councils intention on sending its comments on the second phase of the plan. District Council Richard Williams to forward the parishes response. 
An overhanging tree adjacent to the junction of High Street and Scotts Garden was reported as too low to walk the path and pedestrians are having to walk in the road to pass. Richard Williams has asked John O’Brien to take a look.
The Parish Council had been notified of some breaches to the planning application at the factory 84 Duxford Road. District Councillor Richard Williams notified Environmental health of the reports from nearby residents and they went out to investigate. 
ITEM 6. TO DISCUSS TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE AT HILL FARM ROAD
Email from Adam Farthing in relation to water main renewal resent to all Councillors on 7th December to notify us of the intention to close Hill Farm Road for 8 weeks whilst major water main repairs are carried out. Unfortunalty as we were unable to meet face to face Adam could not be with us but Peter McDonald is already on the case and pushing for the use of traffic lights. Peter is arranging a zoom call with Adam and we hope to have some representation from the parish council too. We hope to have an update on this at our January meeting. 

ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS REQUEST FROM 2022 COMMITTEE FOR MARQUEE FUNDING. 
Chairman of the 2022 committee Alasdair Coles attended our meeting back in September with the possibility of the parish council funding some or all of the upfront costs of the marquee hire for the 1,000 year celebration of our parish church. In previous years the parish council has shown its support to events such as the Queens 90th birthday and the Queens jubilee. 
All Councillors present agreed in principal to give a donation towards the marquee hire. The quotation was for £2,468.28. It was suggested to give the money from Section 137. This will be formally approved at the next parish council public face to face meeting which will hopefully be held on 11th January.
The event will be held on the Lawn on 16th July 2022.

ITEM 8. TO ACKNOWLEDGE BIODIVERSITY REPORT
District Councillor Richard Williams and Ashley Arbon met to discuss Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act of 2006.
Section 40 requires Parish Councils in exercising their functions, t have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.
A draft Biodiversity policy has been drawn up and it was the council’s intention to discuss the item but due to the lack of a face to face meeting, the council acknowledged the following report in principal and agreed to discuss fully in January.
Draft Biodiversity Policy 
To meet this requirement Whittlesford Parish Council commits to:
1. Carrying out a biodiversity audit of the Parish. 
2. Considering biodiversity impacts in the decisions that it makes.
3. Seeking to minimise adverse impacts on biodiversity of its activities and identifying opportunities to increase biodiversity, when practicable. 
4. Raising public awareness of biodiversity issues. 
As a landowner, the Parish Council will, as far as is practicable, conserve the biodiversity of the land it manages, adopt beneficial practices with regard to cutting and removal of vegetation, application of chemicals and timing of maintenance work. Special care will be taken in the specification of grounds maintenance contracts to ensure that the work, whilst reaching acceptable standards, does not harm the natural environment.

ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
Planning Ref : 21/04841/HFUL – 4 Station Road (West)
Demolition of existing single storey side extension and conservatory. 
No Objections were raised and the council supported the application.
Planning Ref : 21/04873/HFUL – 50 Duxford Road
Two Storey side and rear extension.
No Objections were raised and the council supported the application.
Planning Ref : 21/10504/FUL – Wells Farm Shelford Road
Retention and conversion of Grooms Unit from equestrian to employment.
Planning Application 21/05047/FUL - Wells Farm Shelford Road Whittlesford
This Application is for Change of Use of the Groom’s Unit from the approved Equestrian use into Employment/Commercial use covering Classes E9(c) and E(g).
Whittlesford Parish Council at a meeting on 14th December 2021 objected to the proposal on the grounds that:
1. at the present time there is a much more extensive Planning Application (21/01370/FUL) involving an adjacent plot on the same site and which again proposes Change of Use from Equestrian to Employment/Commercial covering Classes E, B2,and B8. 
1. This Application to which the Parish Council strongly objected, has been outstanding since 25th March 2021 and needs to be resolved first or simultaneously with Application 21/05047/FUL; and
(b) the 2 above Applications have been assigned to 2 different Planning Officers which surprises and also concerns the Whittlesford Parish Council.
Planning Ref : 20/0288/CONDC – Factory 84 Duxford Road
Submission of details required for conditions 3 (Information Only)
Planning Ref :21/05142/LBC – 21 Ledo Road (Removal of internal wall)
No Objections were raised and the council supported the application.
Planning Ref : 21/1603/TTCA – 43 High Street (To fell 1 Birch Tree)
No Objections.
Planning Ref : 21/1582/TTCA – 8 Church Close (Remove diseased apple trees) 
No Objections.
Planning Ref : 21/1563/TTCA – Unicorn Cottage ( 2xSycamore causing shading)
Planning Application 21/1563/TTCA – Unicorn Cottage High Street. 
Whittlesford Parish Council strongly objected to the proposal to fell and remove 2 mature and very large Sycamore trees in the garden of the above property. Their removal will significantly deleteriously change the setting of both the cottage above and the adjacent Tickell restaurant which are both listed buildings.
It was agreed by all present to meet at the memorial hall car park on Tuesday 21st December to formally approve the planning decisions made at this meeting. (Acting Chairman Tim Teversham, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman and Richard Williams to attend).

FINANCE MEETING – (23rd November 2021)
Items 10 to 22 (As discussed at Finance Meeting) Everything discussed will require formal approval at public meeting. Unfortunately our meeting of 14th December is not considered a full public meeting and we therefore carry all Finance agenda items over to 11th January for formal approval. They are as follow: 

ITEM 10. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
ITEM 11. TO REVIEW SECTION 106 MONEY HELD
ITEM 12. REVIEW OF PARISH CEMETERY FEES
ITEM 13. PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE – (Information only)
ITEM 14. REVIEW RENTS FOR ALLOTMENTS & FARM TENANCIES
ITEM 15. ANNUAL GRANT TO THE LAWN TRUST 
ITEM 16. ANNUAL GRANT TO THE MEMORIAL HALL
ITEM 17. TO REVIEW ALL EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS & RATES OF PAY
ITEM 18. PROPOSAL OF A COMMUNITY ALOTMENT
ITEM 19. TO REVIEW BUDGET AND APPROVE PRECEPT FOR 2020/21
ITEM 20. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS – (Information only)
ITEM 21. BANK SIGNATORIES 
ITEM 22. TO CONFIRM / APPROVE PROVISIONAL MEETING DATES FOR 2022







ITEM 23. DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS

District Report from Cllr Richard Williams

Green Bin Collections Suspended
Unfortunately, the District Council has suspended Green Bin collections between Monday 13h December 2021 and Wednesday 12th January 2022. This means that Green Bin collections which were due to take place over the Christmas and New Year period, will not take place. The reason given for the suspension is staff absence through illness and self-isolation. The suspension follows problems with Green Bin collections experienced by some residents early in December. Bin crews will otherwise be working through the holiday period, and I hope and expect that a full service will be resumed, as promised, in the middle of January. 

Updates on bin collection services by the District Council are available at this address: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-bins/bin-collection-service-announcements/

Scrap Yard Planning Applications
At the time of writing (12th December) there are no new updates on the planning applications at this site. The deadline for determining the applications is still set for 15th December so unless a further extension of time is agreed very close to the 15th, we should expect to know the planning officer’s recommendation on the application fairly soon. 

Local Plan
The consultation on the ‘First Proposals’ closed on Monday (13th December 2021). Responses will now be analysed and published next year. The GCPS will work towards a full draft of a Local Plan in 2022. It is worth noting that any new submissions of land for development will be looked at as part of the review of consultation response. 
NE Cambridge Area Action Plan
The District and City Councils are progressing an ‘action plan’  for 8,500  new houses plus business development space, on the current site of the Cambridge sewerage works. The works would be relocated to between Horningsea and Fen Ditton (the Honeyhill site). The relocation itself is controversial, with strong opposition from local residents. The NE Cambridge site would form a new City suburb. Water availability is a key concern in the plans. Potential regional level solutions to water stress in the area are due to be published in the coming year, but it is unclear if sufficient solutions could be implemented with the timeframe envisaged for much of the development (to the mid 2030s). 

Cllr.williamsR@scambs.gov.uk/07584037016
Report for Parish Councils – December 2021. 
	South Cambs District Council
	Update on the development of the next Local Plan

The consultation period on the ‘first proposals’ stage in the development of the joint Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire Local Plan runs until 5pm on December 13th. 

New Golden Number
South Cambs DC has introduced a single Golden Number to be used to contact the council. This should help you to be able to talk to the best person within the council more effectively. We have also introduced a call back facility so that you don’t have to hang on the phone during busy periods. The number is:  01954 713000.

Investment Strategy 
There is an updated Investment Strategy at S Cambs.  Policy remains to generate 20% of income from investment by 2025 to minimise need to raise Council tax.
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s124977/Appendix%20A%20-%20Investment%20Strategy%20-%20Draft%20December%202021.pdf

Capital Strategy
The Council has updated the Capital spending programme
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s124924/Appendix%20A%20-%20Capital%20Projects%20Performance%20-%202020%202021%20Projects.pdf

South Cambs Christmas market
Unfortunately this had to be cancelled.

Empty Homes Strategy
There is a new Empty homes Strategy out for consultation. The objective here is to bring empty properties back into use and reduce the number of long term empty homes.
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s124895/Appendix%20A%20-%20Empty%20Homes%20Strategy%202021-25.pdf

Fees & Charges
There is an updated schedule of fees and charges for 2022/23
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s124979/Fees%20Charges%20-%20Report%20to%20Cabinet.pdf

Cambridgeshire County Report

Vaccination Advice
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Household Support Fund
A new support fund which aims to help those struggling to pay for food, energy or other essential items this winter has been launched.

Cambridgeshire County Council has been allocated £3.58 million as part of the Government’s Household Support Fund to help people who need financial support.

More than £1.1 million of the funding is being used to operate a direct voucher scheme for eligible families over the October half-term, Christmas school holidays and February half-term periods. The remainder is being used to provide a wider scheme, with at least half of the total funding allocated to support households with children, in line with government guidelines. The rest will be reserved for other households in need of support this winter.

Details of how to access the scheme are available at: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/household-support-fund
 
Practical support provided through the fund includes:

· Vouchers to support with food for both families and individuals

· Fuel and water, either by paying bills on demand, via direct debit or a pre-payment meter

· Other essential supplies.

The council is working closely with district councils, local community groups and other partners to identify people across the area who can benefit from the fund.

People can apply via a number of local community groups signed up to the fund or apply directly by following the link: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/household-support-fund

Apprentice Awards
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council are launching their first ever county-wide Apprenticeship Awards to help recognise and celebrate the commitment, hard work and achievements of individuals completing and supporting an apprenticeship.

Anyone can nominate an apprentice for an award by visiting: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/jobs-and-careers/cambridgeshire-apprenticeship-awards-2022 or https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/council/jobs-and-careers/apprenticeships/cambridgeshire-apprenticeship-awards-2022.

You have until 5pm on Monday 3 January to get your entries in. An awards ceremony will be held either virtually or in person, depending on the latest Covid guidance, on a date between 7-13 February which is National Apprenticeship Week.

All nominations for the apprenticeship categories must be for current apprentices or those who have completed their apprenticeship in the 12 months from 1 January 2021 and who either live or work in Peterborough and Cambridgeshire.

Nominations can be made for the following:

· Working with People Award

· Behind the Scenes Award

· Team Working Award

· Personal Achievement

Selected from the above categories will be an overall Apprentice of the Year. The judges are looking for an exceptional apprentice who can demonstrate their achievements and the impact they have made within their organisation.

Also there will be:
Apprentice Manager/Mentor Award
Apprentice Ambassador/Champion Award

County Highways Issues

The Dec 7th committee will look at:
· A10 next steps
· Future transport strategy
· Active travel policy
· Public rights of way design guide

HRC Opening

Christmas and New Year opening hours for our Household Recycling Centres
· Christmas Eve - all sites close at 1pm
· Christmas Day / Boxing Day / New Year's Day - all sites closed
· 27 and 28 December and 3 January (bank holidays) - March HRC opens 9am to 4pm and other sites open normal hours
· All other days - normal opening hours
Please check our individual Household Recycling Centre pages for further opening hours information. Gates close 10 minutes before published closing times. For Thriplow bookings see below.
https://selfservice.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/RenderForm?g=4ea186ce-f987-47a2-ad41-d7a580adec1c&s=3



Innovate & Cultivate Fund

The Innovate and Cultivate Fund is our fund to help voluntary, community and social enterprise sector organisations realise their projects and ideas that help address the needs of local residents. The Innovate and Cultivate Fund has two funding streams:

Cultivate - grants of £2,000 - £15,000 aimed at encouraging local networks where people help themselves and each other (please note the maximum Cultivate grant has reduced from £19,000 to £15,000)
Innovate - grants of up to £50,000 for big projects with big ideas that demonstrate an innovative approach (please note we have suspended this stream until further notice)
To be eligible, all projects must:

be either new, or build on an existing project in a new location or with new beneficiaries
show that they will reduce pressure on council services and / or offer direct savings for the council
Next application deadline: 1 February 2022 - Cultivate grants only

How to apply
You can find grant application forms and further information about fund priorities and criteria on the Cambridgeshire Community Foundation website. We strongly advise applicants to seek pre-application advice before submitting a grant application. 
You can book pre-application advice appointments on the Eventbrite website.

If you would like to join the Innovate and Cultivate Fund mailing list, please email Lianne.Parrett@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Covid 19 ERA
We are still in the Covid ERA so the stronger advice on gatherings and face coverings still apply.

	
Peter McDonald
December 5th 2021


Very Merry Christmas & Happy New year to you all and your families.

ITEM 24. ACCOUNTS - Month 9 accounts (10th Nov – 14th Dec)
Accounts agreed in principal and to be formally approved on 11th January.
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS  10th November – 14th December 2021 (Month 9)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Drax Energy (Street lighting)                                             36.22 (Vat - £1.79)                                                                                                            
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                    91.19                  
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)                 156.99              
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                       27.75                               
Amazon Printer Ink                                                             37.10 (Vat - £6.18)
Amazon No Parking on the grass sign                             10.98 (Vat - £2.99)
Parish Cemetery Contract      (11 hrs)                           220.00 (Chq 100407
Maynards Open Space                                                     120.00 (Chq 100408
Allotments & Community Orchard                                160.00 (Chq 100408
Newton Road Open Space (Annual)                           1,340.00 (Chq 100409
Parish Cemetery hedge cut  (Annual)                            400.00 (Chq 100409
Allotment hedge cut (Annual)                                         200.00 (Chq 100409
MD Landscapes (2 Verge cuts)   (Vat - £184)             1,104.00 (Chq 100410
Parish Clerk Salary (November 72 hrs)                       1,037.34 (Chq 100411                   
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                              104.51 (Chq 100412
Accountibbletity (Quarterly Payroll Services)                 75.00  Chq 100413
Community Fund                                                                 50.00  Chq 100414
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                         £5,171.08  



Barclays transfer to NS & I                                                29,501.29 Chq 100415
(Payable to Whittlesford Parish Council)
                                 
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 9                                                  £191.00                                    

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Allotment Rent – Plots 1 & 2                                                    80.00
Uk Power Network Sub Station Rent                                    376.79
Donation to Community Fund                                               100.00

TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                               £556.79                                        

COMMUNITY FUND REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (9th November)             £781.65
Accounts to pay  (10th November – 14th December)          £50.00
Accounts received (10th November – 14th December)     £100.00
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                             £831.65                                               

ZERO CARBON GRANT REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (9th November)           £1,830.62
Accounts to pay  (1oth November – 14th December)         ----------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                           £1,830.62                                              

ITEM 25. CORRESPONDENCE  - None to discuss.

ITEM 26. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 11th January 2022
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WHO CAN GET THEIR COVID-19 BOOSTER VACCINATION?

You can book your COVID-19 booster vaccination if you have had your second dose
at least 182 days (six months) ago, and you:
* Are aged 40 or over
¢ Live or work in care homes
* AFrontline Health and Social Care Worker
« Are aged 16 or over with a health condition that you at high risk of getting seriously ill
from COVID-19
« Are aged 16 or over and are the main carer for someone at high risk from COVID-19
« Are aged 16 or over and live with somone who is more likely to get infections (such as
someone with HIV, has had a transplant or having certain treatments for cancer, lupus
or rheumatoid arthritis)

thevaccinators.co.uk #TheVaccinators




