


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12th OCTOBER 2021 AT 7.30PM IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL

PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Will Thomas, Felicity de Vries, Philip James, Michael Kilpatrick (late arrival), Marc van Niekerk, District Councillor Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann & 11 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham and County Councillor Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman and Michael Kilpatrick declared an interest in the planning application at 3 Royston Road. Pam Freeman declared an interest the in planning application at 112 Duxford Road and Felicity de Vries declared an interest in the planning application at 19 Church Lane. All councillors having declared an interest did not participate in any discussion or vote on the applications. For full details of the panning applications in question, please see ITEM 9 – Planning Report.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
Minutes of parish council meeting held on 14th September were approved as a true record and signed by the chairman.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
LHI bid was submitted to County Highways for traffic calming measures at Hill Farm Road. 
A New 5 year tenancy agreement for the 3 acres of agricultural land at Stonehill Field was signed by the chairman and James Arnold. The tenancy began on 29th September 2021 with a fixed acreage charge of £122 per acre.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
The following items were raised in open forum :
Graffiti on the seat of the brick shelter at the junction of Duxford Road / Mill Lane. Also reports of graffiti on several litter bins. 
A request to turn on the stop cock for the water supply at the reserve cemetery to allow easier access to mains water for the newly planted trees within the parish cemetery. This request was approved.
A request from a parishioner to acknowledge the recent litter pick which was organised by the parish church with a donation of £100. 
The Parish Council cannot agree to such a spontaneous request but will discuss this matter at its finance meeting in November.
The current state of road signs and street furniture was raised. The parish council has no one readily available to clean the street furniture (ie in particular the white gates) however District Councillor Richard Williams confirmed that a discussion was recently held in relation to some of the volunteers who helped with care of the many residents who were isolating to perhaps form a volunteer community group and do some of community jobs around the village. Further discussion is required.
The missing sign post to the church was again raised. Chairman confirmed that Colin Butler now has the sign and is repairing it.
Councillor de Vries re raised the subject of having a Community garden / allotment. A few residents have been in contact and Councillor de Vries is looking to set up a community group. This item will be discussed further as an agenda item at the next meeting in November.
The conifer hedge to the left of the junction of Station Road has been reported as overgrown and causing visibility issues when turning right onto Duxford Road. Clerk to contact the property owner. 
ITEM 6. TO APPROVE THE MEMORIAL HALL ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
This item was moved to after the close of the parish council meeting.
All Parish Councillors are Trustees of the Memorial Hall and were sent copies of the End of Year Accounts prior to the meeting. No queries were raised and all Trustees present approved the accounts.
ITEM 7. TO CONSIDER A CONTRIBUTION TO THE PARISH CHURCH IN RELATION TO THE ARTS & HERITAGE SECTION 106 AVAILABLE FUNDING
Whittlesford Parish Council was awarded £10.000 in Section 106 money from the Welch’s Transport development. The money was to be used on Arts & Heritage projects. Over the recent months the Parish Council has been asking the Parishioners for art projects and received a request from the Parish Church 2022 Committee who are organising a special event in July 2022 on the Lawn to mark 1000 years of the Parish Church. The 2022 committee led by Alasdair Coles gave a brief presentation to the parish council on the event and asked for a donation from arts & heritage money to go towards a new stained glass window to commemorate the 1000 years. 
It was agreed by all councillors present to give a donation of £3.000 to the project.
It is the parish council’s intention to be able to fund several projects from the funding available and looks forward to discussing other projects over the next few months.
ITEM 8. TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE OF A REPLACEMENT DOG BIN
Expenditure was approved for the replacement of a dog waste bin on Station Road. The costs are likely to be approx. £135 (inc vat). Clerk to action a new bin.
ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
The following planning applications were discussed :
Planning Ref : 21/04091/HFUL  117 Duxford Road/Single Storey front, side & rear extensions. No Objections were raised and the parish council supported this application.
Planning Ref : 21/04148/HFUL  3 Royston Road/Addition of first floor to existing single storey dwelling including alterations to ground floor and demolition of existing garage. 
To modify the property may dominate the bungalows either side. A single storey rear extension may be more desirable. The Parish Council voted No Recommendation.
Planning Ref : 21/03981/HFUL  19 Church Close/Single Storey side and front extension. No Objections were raised and the parish council supported this application. 
Planning Ref : 20/02881/CONDA 84 Duxford Road/Submission of details required by condition 5 (Contaminated land) of planning permission 20/02881/FUL. Notification purposes only. No discussion was made.
Planning Ref : 21/04349/HFUL 26 West End/Demolition of existing rear extension and erection of two storey rear extension. No Objections were raised and the parish council supported this application. 
ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
District Council Report
Local Plan: Public Consultation in November 2021
The Local Plan ‘First Proposals’ (detailed in September Report) have been approved for public consultation, subject minor revisions that we are currently considering in Committee.  Of direct local interest is an amendment to the text on the proposal Special Policy Area (SPA) for Whittlesford Station that recognises the two listed buildings in the SPA and states that development in the area should ‘protect and enhance’ those assets. This amendment was included in response to interventions I made in committee hearings. More generally I have pressed for clarifications on the methodology used to support the housing numbers in the plan (in particular on the differential impacts that the employment growth model has on South Cambs and the City), protection of the green belt, a proposed watering down of housing density rules and the maximum number of houses that could be built on the green belt site put forward in Shelford. Written answers to questions I raised on the housing numbers methodology and employment growth modelling in a scrutiny meeting more two weeks ago were promised, but at the date of writing have not yet been delivered. 

The consultation will begin in November. A full Draft Local Plan is expected to be published late in 2022.

Congestion Charging and City Access Consultation. 
On the 30th September the executive board of the Greater Cambridge Partnership agreed to launch a public consultation on public transport changes in and around Cambridge, including the option of introducing a congestion charge for private motorists entering Cambridge. The consultation plans endorsed by the executive board include an expanded bus network in and around the City, prioritising active travel on city roads and measures to pay for these improvements, which is where the congestion charge comes in. 

Detail on the expended bus network proposes increased services to villages around Cambridge, of varying frequencies. An hourly service to/from Whittlesford is mentioned in the expanded bus network as part of a Haverhill Access Corridor.

The congestion charge proposal is likely to receive a mixed response if earlier consultations are a guide. It could have clear benefits in terms of reducing City congestion and generating funds to pay for an expanded bus network, but I am concerned that a full Equalities Impact Assessment of a charge has been completed before the public consolation. This is concerning for an area like ours where the charge could disproportionately impact lower paid workers and those for whom the use of public transport, even on the basis of an improved bus network, is not possible. 
Grants for Organisations Working with Young People
The District Council has launched a new grant scheme for projects that support children and young people.
A total of £38,000 is available for projects which help children and young people build self-belief and make a positive difference to themselves and their community. Organisations that are independently set-up for charitable or social benefit (including Parish Councils) can apply for funding grants of between £4,000 and £8,000 via an application form on the SCDC website. The deadline to apply for the grants is Wednesday 10 November.
Scrap Yard Planning Application Update
A further extension has been granted on the planning applications at the Scrap Yard and Duxford Hire sites. The new determination deadline is 29th October 2021.
Since our last meeting a new consultation response has been listed from the landscape officer who, amongst other points, expressed concern that the “urban and regimental” nature of the proposal “which does not reflect the existing settlement characteristics.” The officer went on to state the view that the proposed development “would result in significant harm to the local landscape character and views”. 

Richard Williams
District Councillor, October 2021. 
Report for Parish Councils – October 2021. 
		
Cambridgeshire County Report

The return of schools this term has, as expected, led to a rise in the number of positive cases amongst both pupils and staff. In Cambridgeshire, 31.5% of recorded COVID cases for the week ending 22 September were in the 10 to 14 age group. A further 11.1% were amongst those aged 15 to 19.

As a result, schools are working hard to balance safety with the need to ensure that children receive the education they deserve. All schools continue to ensure buildings are well ventilated and have enhanced cleaning regimes in place and children are encouraged to wash their hands well and regularly.

The rules around self-isolation changed last month and it is no longer a requirement for anyone who is under 18, or has had both doses of the vaccine, to self-isolate if they are a close contact of a positive case. Those who have not had both doses of the vaccine still need to self-isolate. It is therefore important that everyone who is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, takes up the offer.

Pupils with symptoms should not attend school, given the potential risk to others, and should get a PCR test as soon as possible. Headteachers can take the decision to refuse access to school to protect other pupils and staff from possible infection with COVID-19 if they consider the pupil has symptoms.

All education establishments will have contingency arrangements in place to deal with a significant increase in cases and they will work closely with the Local Authority to step up measures where they are needed. This may include reintroducing temporary measures, including the wearing of face coverings and individual classes being ring-fenced from other groups within the school in shared spaces. Where there are insufficient staff to safely operate the school, children may be temporarily moved to remote learning, but only as a last resort.

Support is available for people who need it whilst self-isolating, including payments for those who will lose income and struggle financially. Parents are also able to claim financial support if they need to self-isolate as a result of a child having symptoms or testing positive.

For more information about this support, see the Council’s website here: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/selfisolationsupport


Covid 19 Testing


	Residents are being advised that changes to lateral flow test collections from pharmacies come into force (Monday, 4 October).
Under the proposed change, people collecting a test from a pharmacy will be asked to register for a 16-digit collect code via www.gov.uk/get-collect-code or 119 prior to making a collection. This will then be recorded by the pharmacy.
However, Cambridgeshire County Council is advising residents that if they do not wish to register for a code, new government guidance states that their pharmacist should still provide them with the required test kits and record this as an anonymous collection.
Further information can be found at: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-rapid-community-testing.
Sawston Library 
The reopening was on Saturday, October 2nd, with an official ribbon cutting ceremony at 10am. The building replaces the original Sawston Library regrettably lost to fire in 2012. The library opened for use last summer, but public celebration had been delayed due to Covid restrictions.
This new building has been designed as a community hub, housing other services including the relocated children’s centre, multi-purpose spaces and an outdoor play area. The library is situated next to the Marven Centre, on the Sawston Village College site.

Peter McDonald  October 5th 2021


ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS {Month 7) (15th September – 12th October 2021)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Drax Energy (Street lighting)                                        35.09 (Vat - £1.66)                                  
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)               81.05     
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)            150.66   
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                  15.55
Glasdons Bins Uk (Dog bin Church Lane)                 135.54 (Vat - £22.59)
Lexis Nexis  (Arnold Baker x2)                                    299.98
Parish Council Ins Renewal (BHIB INS)                      421.92
Parish Cemetery Contract  (10 hrs)                           200.00   Chq 100386
Maynards Open Space                                                 120.00   Chq 100387
Allotments & Community Orchard                            160.00   Chq 100387
Parish Clerk Salary (64 hrs)                                          956.23   Chq 100388                   
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                            47.83   Chq 100389
Reclaim from Community Fund                                  100.00   Chq 100390
Parish Council Websites     (Vat - £24.00)                  144.00   Chq 100391
Parish Church Room Hire (NP meeting)                       24.00   Chq 100392
PKF Littlejohn (External Audit Fees) (Vat - £60.00)  360.00   Chq 100393
Whittlesford Memorial Hall  (Reclaim of VAT)      1,666.67   Chq  100394
Whittlesford Memorial Hall (Section 106)             1,111.79   Chq  100395 
Cambridge Water (Parish Church)                                37.82   Chq  100396
Cambridge Water (Allotments)                                   178.90   Chq  100397
Whittlesford PCC (Parish Church)                            3,000.00   Chq 100398                          
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                     £9,247.03 
No Invoice paid to R Foden                                      -  200.00  Chq 100386
TOTAL PAID                                                               £9,047.03
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 7                                         £108.25                                       
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
SCDC Precept payment                                             35,000.00
SCDC Section 106 Indemnity                                      7,165.05
HMRC Reclaimed VAT (Parish Council)                    2,015.79
HMRC Reclaimed VAT (Memorial Hall)                    1,666.67
CCC Verge Maintenance                                             1,823.02
Ivett & Reed (Headstone)                                              175.00
H J Paintin (Plot Reservation F39)                                 225.00
Peasgood & Skeates (Ashes Mem Gard)                      150.00
Farm Tenancy Rent (Old Recreation)                            193.75
Allotment Rent (Cheques Rec)                                       340.00
Allotment Rent (Direct Transfer)                                    790.00
Uk Power Network (Sub Station)                                      50.20
Groundwork UK (NP Grant)                                             741.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                  £50,335.48
COMMUNITY FUND REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (14th September)    £881.65
Accounts to pay  (15th September – 12th October)     £100.00
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                       £781.65                                               
ZERO CARBON GRANT REPORT
Balance at close of last meeting  (14th September)  £1,830.62
Accounts to pay  (15th September – 12th October)     -----------
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                    £1,830.62
ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE – None.
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 9th November 2021.



