WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF VIRTUAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8th JUNE 2021

PRESENT: Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, ken Winterbottom, Tim Teversham, Will Thomas, Richard Williams, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, Philip James, Parish Clerk – Marie Swann, County Councillor Peter Macdonald & 6 members of the public.
CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chairman Arthur Greaves announced the resignation of Ken Macdonald.
Clerk notified the returning officer at South Cambs in order to publish a Notice of Vacancy. The returning officer will notify the clerk as to co-option once the expiry of the notice has passed.
The position will be advertised in the July edition of LOOK, with a closing date of 12th July. If no applications are received it may be extended to our September meeting.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Jan Holmes.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
An interest was declared by Tim Teversham and Ken Winterbottom in Item 8 on the agenda to re-appoint Parish Council nominated trustees for the Nicholas Swallow Charity.
An interest was declared by Richard Williams in all matters of planning.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the Parish Council (Annual) meeting held on the 4th May and the minutes of the Parish Council Ordinary meeting held on the 4th May were signed as true records.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Following on from the Parish Council (Annual) meeting of 4th May there was much debate over the procedure in how the parish council elect a chairman.
Clerk followed this up with CAPALC to check that the way in which we elected a chairman was correct. CAPALC confirmed that a chairman putting him or herself forward does not need to leave the room. The only occasion where the current chairman or any other councillor should leave the meeting room is If there were more than one councillor wishing to stand and the two candidates may be asked to leave the meeting room whilst a discussion and vote takes place. The proposer and seconder should be recorded in the minutes.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Correspondence was received from a resident of Station Road (West) asking for the council to consider installing a mirror opposite the junction of Station Road as it was felt the junction was very unsafe when pulling out onto Duxford Road, especially turning right from the junction of Station Road. The conifer hedge to the left of the junction is currently cut back to their boundary ans it was felt there was very little that could be done to the path and winding road. It was noted that the occupants are always very compliant when the parish council asks for the hedge to be cut back. The correspondence was forwarded to County Councillor Peter McDonald, and he will raise the issue with highways to see if there is anything that can be done. 
It was also noted the white lining at the junction has become very faded and the clerk will follow this up with highways to see if the lines at the junction can be re painted.
ITEM 6. TO FORMALLY APPROVE END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 
Due to the legislation that ended on 7th May, the parish council were unable to formally approve the end of year accounts via zoom. Notice was hereby given at the meeting to call an extra ordinary meeting to approve finances. This will take place on Tuesday 15th June at 7.30pm in the grounds of the memorial hall car park. Clerk to generate a further agenda and publish to the website.

ITEM 7. TO RISK ASESS THE RETURN OF FACE-TO-FACE MEETINGS
Councillors had been sent various information on risk assessments and information on the return of face-to-face meetings. In order to comply with current regulations all councillors were asked to form a draft assessment of requirement in the return of face-to-face meetings. A draft assessment will be addressed at the councils next meeting in July.

ITEM 8. RE-APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATED TRUSTEES FOR THE NICHOLAS SWALLOW CHARITY
The following trustees of the Nicholas Swallow Charity were due for re-appointment. Tim Teversham, Karen Wright and Rob Cassels.
No Objections were raised. 

ITEM 9. TO DISCUSS A COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT
The Parish Council had been asked by a resident if any community gardening groups or projects were currently up and running. Councillor Felicity de Vries was very keen to support a community group and find a piece of land where a group could meet and grow. A community allotment was suggested. There are currently no available allotments, but several have been reported as unkept. It was also noted that many allotments are held by non-residents, and the question was asked if this should be the case when the parishioners are subsidising’s the allotments should they be let out to non-residents of the village. It was further noted that some villages have a resident and non-residents fees. A matter to be discussed further at the November finance meeting when discussing rents and fees. In the meantime, Arthur and Tim to carry an inspection of the allotments tomorrow and note down their findings of potential unused or unkept plots. 
Arthur and Tim to report back their findings at the next meeting.

ITEM 10. PLANNING REPORT 

Planning Ref: S/12163/19/DC – IWM DUXFORD – INFO ONLY
Planning Ref: 21/0635/TTCA – 9 North Road – Tree application
Planning Ref: 21/01530/HFUL – 11 North Road – No Objections raised.
Planning Ref: 21/01520/FUL – 28 West End – No Objections raised.
Planning Ref: 21/01728/HFUL – 3 Duxford Road – The Parish Council did not support this application. Previous extension to this property led to loss of light to the neighbouring property and new proposals would lead to further loss of light to the neighbouring property.
Planning Ref: 21/01782/HFUL – 5 Duxford Road – Withdrawn.
Planning Ref: 21/01961/FUL – Aerodrome Service Station – The Parish Council did not support this application.

ITEM 11. DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORTS

District Report

Planning Appeal 84 Duxford Road
As parish councillors will know, the Planning Inspector has allowed that appeal against the District Council Planning Committees unanimous refusal of the planning application at the above factory site. This is a disappointing decision as the Planning Committee had strong grounds for refusing the application. As a member of the Committee, I voted to refuse the application. 

The inspector overturned the Planning Committee on two main grounds:
 
 1. That there would be no harm to the Green Belt because the footprint of the houses would be less than that of the Factory (the planning Committee said there would be harm); and
 
 2. That as the site had been marketed for 12 months the owners had demonstrated that there was no need for the site as an employment site (Committee was not satisfied about marketing given Covid etc).
 
An additional reason for the decision cited by the inspector included the assertion that the houses were needed to meet local demand and that this was a ‘strong material consideration’. The assertion contradicts our 2017 Housing Needs Survey for the village which did not identify strong need for 3 and 4 bed market housing. 
 
I have requested that the District Council planning lawyers consider the inspector's decision and the steps that could be taken in response. That is now happening, and I will report the outcome back to the Parish Council. 


Aerodrome Service Station

Members of the PC will also know that a new application to develop the service station has been made. This is the third such application in the space of 12 months. The two previous applications were withdrawn by the applicants before determination. 

Neighbourhood Plans Adopted and other planning issues

At the May meeting of South Cambs Council Neighbourhood Plans for Cottenham and Histon and Impington were formally adopted. There plans now form part of the statutory framework for deciding planning applications in area. 

On 9th June the planning Committee will again consider the application for a 168-bedroom hotel at the IMW.

Zero Carbon Community Grants

The latest application process for zero carbon community grants was opened on 11th May. Details of the scheme and how to make an application can be found here:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/applications-open-for-cash-for-climate-change-projects/

Council Development Partnerships

South Cambs has announced the first project for its development partnership with Hill Ltd.  The deal involves the Council paying £14.6 million to develop 275 homes at Cambourne, although the Council will still need to apply for planning permission (to the Council). Of the new homes to be built it is intended that 60% will be sold at market rates and 40% will be affordable homes (as is the minimum requirement in the adopted Local Plan). 

Protecting Trees

At Full Council I asked the administration to commit more resources to protecting tress across the district by employing an extra tress officer. It has been clear for some time that the trees team is dealing with a very heavy workload (around 1000 tree works applications alone were made last year, on top of hundreds of ordinary planning applications that have to be assessed by the trees team). Applications for new Tree Protection Orders are consequently taking a very long time to process. I was pleased to hear in response to my question that extra administrative support had been given to the Trees team, but this falls short of what is needed to ensure that statutory functions can be discharged efficiently and that the team can be proactive in protecting and enhancing the natural environment. 

Cllr. Richard Williams, June 2021
County Report for Parish Councils – June 2021. 
		Cambridgeshire County Report
		Vaccination 
You can see the daily data here:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
New County Council Joint Administration of Lib Dems/Labour/Independents
I sent you all the new administration document with plans & aspirations. Cambridgeshire County Council’s Annual General Meeting (Tuesday, 18 May) has agreed a new Joint Administration to lead the work of the council, following a Joint Agreement signed by the leaders of the Liberal Democrat, Labour and Independent groups on Friday.
And as a first step in its new agreement Joint Administration today confirmed an immediate annual saving of £72,000 in Member allowances as a result of changes it has made to the county’s committee structure.
At May 18th AGM, held at Duxford to ensure COVID security, Cllr Lucy Nethsingha became Leader of the Council, having been confirmed as chair of a new Strategy and Resources Committee (SRC) responsible for the overarching co-ordination of the council’s corporate services, with Cllr Elisa Meschini appointed as vice chair of Strategy and Resources, and Deputy Leader of the Council.
The joint agreement sees the reduction from seven to five of the service and policy committees, with the work of the previous Commercial and Investment Committee now largely within the remit of Strategy and Resources, and that of the Health Committee forming part of the remit of the new Adults and Health Committee – reflecting a new integrated care role for the council working with the NHS.
 “Among the commitments from our agreement that we had already honoured by the time today’s meeting was over include.
· A saving of £20,000 a year to four ‘community champions’ by deleting those posts from the membership of the Communities, Social Mobility & Inclusion Committee.
· Saving an extra £52,000 a year in total in special responsibility allowances for two Chairs and two Vice Chairs of the Commercial and Investment and Health Committee
· Setting up an immediate appraisal of the county’s current arrangements on fighting the pandemic, as a first step towards setting up a Covid recovery plan
You can read full details of the Joint Administrations agreement here https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/cambridgelibdems/pages/5179/attachments/original/1620984611/County_agreement_2021_FINAL.pdf?1620984611
Roles confirmed at the AGM are as follows:
· Chair of the Council Cllr Derek Giles (Ind) / Vice-Chair Cllr Sebastian Kindersley (LD)
· Strategy and Resources – Chair Cllr Lucy Nethsingha (LD) and Vice-Chair Cllr Elisa Meschini (Lab)
· Service and Policy Committees – which will now meet quarterly
· Adults and Health – Chair Cllr Richard Howitt (Lab) and Vice-Chair Cllr Susan van de Ven (LD)
· Children and Young People – Chair Cllr Bryony Goodliffe (Lab) and Vice-Chair Cllr Maria King (LD)
· Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion – Chair Cllr Tom Sanderson (Ind) and Vice-Chair Cllr Hilary Cox Condron (Lab)
· Environment and Green Investment – Chair Cllr Lorna Dupré (LD) and Vice-Chair Cllr Nick Gay (Lab)
· Highways and Transport - Chair Cllr Peter McDonald (LD) and Vice Chair Gerri Bird (Lab).
Summer Holiday Childcare & Activities
A scheme to provide holiday childcare, activities and food for children in Cambridgeshire is about to start taking bookings for the summer holidays.
Any child receiving free school meals, because of an income-based benefit, is eligible for the Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme, which ran successfully throughout the Easter holidays and has now been extended into the summer.
Funded by the Department for Education (DfE), it enables local authorities to coordinate free holiday childcare, which includes healthy food and enriching activities for children who receive benefits-related free school meals.
The programme will be delivered by approved holiday scheme providers and childminders, co-ordinated by Cambridgeshire County Council.
Up to four weeks of activities will be offered during the school summer holidays. Parents can book places directly with participating holiday schemes from Monday, 7th June. Information about how to book with participating providers can be found at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/haf.
As part of the HAF programme, eligible children will be able to access:
· Fun and enriching play opportunities that provide children with new skills and knowledge or allow them to try out new experiences.
· At least one meal a day.
· Sessions on healthy eating such as getting children involved in food preparation and cooking, growing fruit and vegetables.
· Support for parents, carers or other family members with guidance on how to source, prepare and cook nutritious and low-cost food.
· Information and signposting to other services and support which might be helpful.
· Each eligible child will be entitled to up to 64 hours of free holiday childcare throughout the school summer holiday period.
Cambridgeshire County Council is working with local schools, voluntary and community organisations, and childcare providers to deliver the HAF programme.
Covid Rapid Testing vans
There are now even more ways for people to take a rapid Covid test in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough following the launch of three new mobile testing vans.
The vans will be stationed at popular public venues giving people the chance to take a rapid test or collect a testing kit for home use.
Fully trained staff will be on hand to discuss issues around testing and answer any questions residents may have.
The vans will initially be stationed at the following locations on a rota basis, subject to change:  1. Sidney Street in Cambridge 2. Scotsdales garden centre, Cambridge Rd, Great Shelford, Cambridge.
For more information, including the opening dates/times, plus any changes to site locations, visit our rapid testing webpage. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-rapid-community-testing
Consultation: Cambridgeshire Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure
This is an important opportunity to contribute views – please note closing July 6th.
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/ccc-local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-consultation-2021
Foxton Travel Hub
We are meeting officers on June 15th.
East West Rail
Consultation finished June 9th. The County Council will agree a response at its June 22nd Committee.
Thakeham
Thakeham has to date not lodged a submission to the South Cambs Call for Sites.
SWCAG has invited Thakeham to a public meeting to answer questions from the public, but Thakeham has yet to agree a date.
The recent SWCAG meeting for parish council representatives with Stephen Kelly, Head of Greater Cambridge Shared Planning, focused on the OxCam Arc and juxtapositions of local authority and central government planning powers.  This was an excellent session and we’ll be looking to replicate it at a forthcoming public meeting.
A response has been received on an appeal to a Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government’s Freedom of Information Act refusal.  This will be posted on the SWCAG website. 
Updates as usual here: www.swcag.org.uk
Peter McDonald
June 6th 2021












ITEM 12. ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts for month 3 were approved.
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Haven Power Street lighting                                238.84 Vat £38.26
Peoples Pension Employers Contribution          101.32
Peoples Pension Employees Contribution         163.32
Barclays Business Banking                                      17.55
Parish Cemetery Contract 10 hrs                        200.00  Chq 100355
Maynards Open Space                                          120.00  Chq  100356
Allotments & Community Orchard                    160.00 Chq 100356
Parish Clerk Salary 80 hrs                                  1,118.25 Chq 100357/8
Parish Clerk Petty Cash Ref: Tree invoice            19.50 Chq 100357/8 
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                  161.39 Chq 100359
LOOK Magazine Advertising                                 420.00 Chq 100360 

TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                             £2,720.17
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 3                                  £38.26  


ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Ivett & Reed – Headstone – Ref: Pettit -                           £350
Poulton & Sons - Interment fees Ref: Liddle -                  £250
Donation to Community Fund                                             £100
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                              £700


COMMUNITY FUND REPORT
Balance as at 4/5/21                                                     £1,331.65
Donation received 8/6/21                                                 100.00
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                    £1,431.65

ZERO CARBON GRANT REPORT
Balance as at 4/5/21                                                        £2,081.72
Accounts paid 8/6/21                                                             19.50
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                       £2,062.22

ITEM 13. CORRESPONDENCE
Following a recent planning application correspondence was received from a resident in relation to how the planning committee supports or objects to an application. It is not necessarily the parish council’s personal views if an application is supported or refused. Everyone has the right to comment on any planning application and if residents and especially close neighbours will be affected if a planning application goes ahead, the parish council has a duty to make these points known to the planning officers in our response to the application.  If a resident/neighbour comes forward with a genuine issue within the planning application that would be detrimental to their lives, the parish council’s duty will always be to try and support the views of the public. Often an application is withdrawn until a more suitable way forward can be found.
It is South Cambs District Councils planning officers who make the final decision and not the parish council.

ITEM 14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
An Extra Ordinary Meeting to formally approve the end of year accounts will be on Tuesday 15th June at 7.30pm in the grounds of the Memorial Hall car park. Minimum of 4 councillors are required to attend. Clerk to send an email for confirmation of those who can attend.
The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13th July at 7.30pm via Zoom.

