MINUTES OF WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th MAY 2021 VIA ZOOM

PRESENT
The Annual Parish Meeting was Chaired by Arthur Greaves and attended by 9 Parish Councillors, District Councillor Richard Williams, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 9 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
ITEM 2. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the APM last held on Tuesday 28th May 2019, were proposed by Tim Teversham and seconded by Ken Winterbottom as being a true record and therefore signed by Arthur Greaves. 
ITEM 3. CHAIRMANS REPORT & UPDATE ON THE SECTION 106 ART PROJECTS
In March 2020 all our lives changed on how we go about our daily lives and so the way the Parish Council carried out it’s monthly meetings also changed. We all became Zoom experts in a matter of days and it was also nice to see residents still joining our monthly meetings.
We were unsuccessful both last year and this in our Local Highways Improvement schemes, last year we submitted a plan to install traffic calming measures in Hill Farm Road. This year’s application was to have installed a footpath from Old Boundary Close to link up with the existing footpath in Moorfield Rd. All is not lost on this project as Highways are looking into how they can get this project implemented. As for the Hill Farm Road project we are looking at refining the scheme and to resubmit it for next year’s bid.
We are also working with Highways to have the Duxford Rd footpath resurfaced, hopefully sometime this financial year.
Planning applications have been slow in coming in over the past year but I suspect as lockdown comes to an end application will start to roll in.
As you may remember we were given £10k from the Welch’s development for art projects and a number of ideas have been suggested. I would just to remind residents who have put ideas forward that the monies cannot be used for design purposes but can only be used for installation and materials. Some of the ideas are an oak table and chairs with a brass inlay depicting historical things that have happened in the village, a series of footpath maps around the village showing where the paths go and other interesting facts regarding a particular path, a stain glass window in the church to remember what we have been through the past year and a mural of some of the wild live that can be found round the village painted in at least one bus shelter.  If the residents involved have not already submitted their costings could let us have those costings as soon as possible, as we want to give as many projects as possible a share of the monies. 
 
ITEM 4. A BRIEF PRESENTATION BY ALASDAIR COLES FOR THE 2022 ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARISH CHURCH
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Report for the Parish Council, May 2021

In partnership with the Millennium Group, Whittlesford Society, Archaeology Society
Introduction
In 2022, we are celebrating a thousand years of our church in the village, and we are looking to commemorate this with an event, a permanent memorial and 1000 things. We hope to involve all the village in a variety of activities, with the School and its pupils at the heart of events.

The Event, Saturday 16th July 2022
A Village Festival is being organised in partnership with the Millennium Committee, led by Annabel Blake. Already committed are: a pageant from the School; a beer tent run by the Football Club; a White Elephant stall by Whittlewomen; a competition net and egg throwing competition with the cricket club. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, and Lord-Lieutenant, Julie Spence, have been invited and replied that they would consider an invitation at the end of 2021. The Lawn Trust have given their permission and we hope to piggy-back on to their insurance.

Permanent Memorial
A committee of Alasdair, Sue Ginsberg, Sally Cassels, Helen Humphreys and Mark Coleman selected Ben Finn to be our artist. The school has laready provided images around the theme of “caring” duing the pandemic and we plan a cillage wide consultation. Ben has visited the church and is working on a design. Design, construction and installation will cost £18,000. Additional educational activities will cost £1500 [with Ben’s mother, who has a lot of experience of school outreach, and our school]. This will need a faculty from the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) Meeting Dates, meets eight times a year, typically six weeks apart. Dates for 2021 are not yet available.

Church History projects
In partnership with the Whittlesford society, who are updating the church history booklet, to include information on the war graves and something on the ancient graffiti. This is being funded by a generous donation as a gift to the church. The donation will fund a print run of up to 50 copies to sell for church funds. The Hamilton Kerr are keen to release the alabaster fragments back to the church. AC has spoken to Lucy Wrapson there, who recommends that we get a specialist conservator to advise on how best to secure and present the fragments; she will try to find one via her friends at the V&A. She is going to talk to Lloyd de Beer, of the British Museum, who is an authority on alabaster, and has written on our fragments already in his PhD, and ask if he would like to come to the church and talk about them next year. Lauren Dartnell and Matthew Champion, director of the Norfolk Medieval Graffiti Survey, would be happy to come and talk about our graffiti. John Harding, who runs the Sheela Na Gig Project, has agreed to come and give a talk on our Sheela. Ashley Arbon is exploring the possibility of an archaeological dig during 2022 in Whittelsford. John, our local detectorist, is willing to exhibit the village’s coin collection, in which there is a coin for every century of the last millennium. Lionel and Sally have suggested we compile some biographies of people associated with the church and churchyard. 

1000 things
Ashley Arbon has very kindly agreed to grow 1000 wildflowers from seed, and then distribute the plants for free. Annabel is keen to organise a wedding dress exhibition. Lionel is promoting a “time capsule”. Helen Humphreys and Alasdair hope to organise the Whittlesford Olympics. 

Social Media
Bev Small is designing a Facebook page to open shortly, with the aim to post once a week, to raise the profile of events. Bev, Mark and Annabel have created a logo for the year, which could be used on mugs, T shirts and so on. We plan regular updates in Look.

Patronal Festival, Sunday 27th November 2022
Bishop Stephen has been invited to preside and preach, and hopefully we will unveil our new stained glass window.

Funding
1. £1000 has been gifted and a further £1000 with gift aid has been pledged
1. The Art Exhibition will be held in 2021 and may make around £3000, which will be donated to Church fabric funds.
1. The Whittlesford Ball Committee have kindly agreed to make a donation to 2022 1000 from their profit
1. Alasdair has met Cambridge Assessment who have kindly offered logistical support, including printing using their in–house facilities, and people-power on the day.
1. Whittlesford Parish Council Art Fund
1. We have applied to the Proby Trust, Jesus College
1. We have applied to the Elephant Trust [applied for £1000]
1. We have applied to the Jack Patson Charitable Trust

Charitable Funds to apply for in future
· The Arts Council http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding. 
· Application forms recommend apply only when half of the funds for the project are already in hand.
· Garfield Weston Foundation recommend apply only when half of the funds for the project are already in hand. Grants range up to £50,000
· The Cottam Will Trust. The manager agrees we are eligible; I am negotiating when best to apply; grants range from £2,000 to £50,000 
· Gibbs Trust: I am summoning up to energy to tackle a complex application form!!

Whittlesford businesses to approach
· David Snell architects, Scutches Farm
· Enterprise Property group, Scutches Farm
· Cowper Griffith architects, Scutches Farm
· the Sanger [Wellcome]; 
· Cambridge Cycles; 
· Hill Residential [Ickleton]; 
· Savoursmiths [Russell Smith Farms, College Farm, Duxford, CB22 4QF];
· Cambs Cuisine and Provenance may wish to be involved or even donate to the events, but we should be sensitive to their very difficult financial position
· Peasegood and Skeates [Olivia to approach]

Opportunities to take part
We would be delighted to have any person, or any club or society, take part in any of these events. Please contact Alasdair in the first instance.
It would be clearly be a great boost to our efforts to have the endorsement and encouragement of the Parish Council.

2022 Committee members
Rob Foden, Lionel Ginsberg, David Toop, Sally Cassels, Ashley Arbon, Sylvia Morton, Ant West, Paul Bryant, Annabel Blake, Sue Ginsberg, Mark Coleman, Helen Humphreys, Anna Shepherd and Bev Small.
Alasdair Coles [Chair]


ITEM 5. A BRIEF MESSAGE FROM REV OLIVIA COLES
Rev Olivia Coles was unable to join us for the meeting, but she did record us a brief video which has now been uploaded to Youtube by Alasdair Coles.
In Olivia’s message which focused on the last year and how our parish came together as a community in helping each other get through a difficult time. She thanked all the volunteers who came forward to help pick up prescriptions for the elderly and collect shopping for those self isolating.
https:youtu.be/Xud7ks6U9yA 

 ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
Concerns were raised about speeding in the village, and in particular along Duxford and North Road. A 20mph zone was suggested for the Guildhall region. This is something has been suggested and looked into previously but it was not supported by highways. 
County Councillor Peter McDonald to readdress the issue with highways.

ITEM 7. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The neighbourhood plan suffered like everything else last year due the lockdown, nothing much happened till the back end of the year, when the steering group started virtual meetings again. I invited our District Councillor Richard to join the team and he volunteered to go through our plan with a fresh pair of eyes and give us feed back where we need to explain further or reword some of the sections etc. We found that a great help and adjustments will be made to the plan. Richard made an application to get us some free professional help which was successful, one item the Locality support are looking at is the call for sites in the village, we have currently 26 site that have been put forward to South Cambs and they will be going through all the call for sites in the area and reporting back by the Autumn. Our consultant is going through the list and giving us feedback on which sites would be viable so reference can be made in our plan.
The other Locality support team (AECOM) will be looking at our policies which currently stands at 16. I was on a call yesterday with Richard and the consultant to discuss what they can do for us and they will go through all our policy’s and make sure we have sufficient evidence in the text to support the individual policy.
Moving forward we are putting together a 4page brochure to give residents an idea what is in the plan and as the plan is 72 pages we don’t expect every resident to read the whole document a link will be included in case any resident wants to read a particular section. Also, another questionnaire is going to complied to enable the steering group to ascertain that majority of issues raised at the various roadshows have been covered or we have missed something out, the questionnaire will also tell you have to get the complete form back to us.
I would ask you please to spend some time to complete the questionnaire to help us deliver what the village needs and help protect the village from unwanted developments.
We hope to have the completed plan to South Cambs by the beginning of December for their checks and onto the Inspector. Hopefully he will pass it, then it will go to a referendum with the village at next Mays elections. If it is voted for by yourselves it then goes into the Local Plan which helps us protect the village.               

ITEM 8. DISTRICT REPORT FROM COUNCILLOR RICHARD WILLIAMS
Report to follow
ITEM 9. COUNTY REPORT FROM COUNCILLOR PETER McDONALD
Report to follow
ITEM 10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next APM is yet to be confirmed but is expected to be around 24th May 2022.
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