


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13th JULY 2021
 
PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Tim Teversham, Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Jan Holmes, Michael Kilpatrick, Phillip James, Will Thomas, District Councillor Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 11 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Felicity de Vries and County Councillor Peter McDonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Due to their parish council representation to the Lawn Trust Chairman Arthur Greaves and Vice Chair Tim Teversham both declared an interest in Planning ref: 21/02539/HFUL in relation to 50 Duxford Road. Neither took part in any discussion nor voted.
Ken Winterbottom as a consultee declared an interest in both planning applications at Station Road. Ken did not take part in any discussion or vote on either application. 
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The Minutes of the following meetings were declared by all councillors present an accurate account and signed by the Chairman.
Tuesday 25th May 2021
Tuesday 8th June 2021
Tuesday 15th June 2021
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Chairman and Clerk met with Mr Tibble to carry out an annual review and internal audit of parish accounts. Mr Tibble took away the accounts and on completion of the audit he made the following statement.

Annual Accounts Independent Review 2020-21
In order to satisfy that the Parish Council has kept appropriate records throughout its financial year 2020-21 and that it has complied with its financial regulations, and all payments were supported by invoices, and that all transactions were approved, and VAT was properly accounted for I undertook the following reviews:
1. I agreed the opening bank balances to my copies of last year’s accounts, and the closing balances to the bank reconciliation and statements. 
1. During a review of the monthly transaction files. I ensured that the monthly summaries were arithmetically correct. I also performed spot checks on individual payments and receipts and tied them back to the supporting paperwork. I also performed spot checks to confirm that these amounts tied back to the bank statements. I also observed that transactions were initialled by the cheque signatories. 
1. I also ensured that the month end totals summary was arithmetically correct and that the totals were accurately reflected in the End of Year Financial Statement. No checks were performed to agree the individual categories of receipts and payments on the financial statement. 
1. I saw evidence that there appeared to be an adequate budget process, and monitoring against the budget. The financial statements themselves show the budgetary process appears to be robust enough, with the only variances being on items that are difficult to predict (and to a certain extent impacted by the covid pandemic). This physical evidence was further confirmed following a chat with the Chairman and the Clerk of the Parish Council.
1. There is evidence that the bank is reconciled monthly.
1. No formal physical checks were performed on the asset register, and it would be impossible to state with 100% confidence that everything is included. However, from my wonderings around the Parish, I was until very recently a parishioner, I am confident that the register has recorded the majority of its significant assets. 
1. As a former parishioner I can confirm the 2019-20 accounts were correctly provided for the exercise of public rights as required. 
End of Report.

Following the Internal audit, the parish accounts were submitted for an External Audit on 25th June 2021. 
On behalf of the Parish Council & Memorial Hall, Clerk submitted a reclaim of VAT to Revenue & Customs for a total of £3,862.46.
The Traffic Build out on North Road was damaged, no one came forward to admit liability. Highways to arrange replacement parts.
The Notice of Vacancy has been extended throughout August for any resident living in the parish of Whittlesford to apply for the position of Councillor.
The Parish Council will look to Co-opt the position at September’s meeting.


ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
The signpost to the Church, housed on the tarmac at the top of Church Lane has been knocked over. The signpost belongs to the parish council, it is therefore the responsibility of the council to have it re-erected. Having contacted a competent contractor, the current location of the sign is unknown.
It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council of an inappropriate notice in the telephone box at Church Lane. It was agreed the notice should be removed. 
UK Power Networks have been working on a substation at Swallow Croft. The sub station backs onto the land at Maynards of which the parish council are responsible of its ground maintenance. Fence panels have been removed and the grass verge has been dug. The parish council have not been notified of any planned maintenance and will look into this further.
It was reported that a streetlight in Station Road has finally been updated to the new style. 
It was also reported of the post box in Station Road has finally been repaired after a delay in replacing the broken lock which forced the post box to be out of action for some time.

ITEM 6. BRIEF PRESENTATION FROM ARC ARCHITECTURE ON THE REVISED PLANNING APPLICATION FOR THE LAND NORTH OF 39A STATION ROAD (WEST)
Mr Robert Clarke from ARC Architecture joined the meeting to give a short presentation highlighting some amendments made to the following applications:
Under Planning Ref: 21/02476/REM / 21/02477/FUL
Despite the revised application to reduce the number of properties from 86 to 75 and together with ongoing parking issues at Station Road that need addressing, the majority of the parish council did not support either application. 
(Other planning matters were discussed) see item 12.


ITEM 7. SPEED WATCH AND TRAFFIC MONITOR DATA FOR HILL FARM ROAD
Despite an unsuccessful outcome of the LHI bid 2020/21 for traffic calming measures to be installed at Hill Farm Road, the parish council are working with the residents of Hill Farm Road to try and find a way forward. 
One resident who is part of the speed watch team has been collecting data and had produced a summary proposal.
The Parish Council were asked to consider the proposal to put forward for the next LHI bid later this year.
The Parish Council will discuss this further at September’s meeting prior to the deadline for this year’s LHI applications.

ITEM 8. GRASS VERGE MAINTENANCE
The maintenance of the grass verges shows a split opinion of how often and when they should be cut. The Parish Council were asked by the residents not the cut the verges so early on in the spring to allow the wildflowers to flourish. The parish council adhered to the NO MOW MAY POLICY and No verges were cut until mid-June.
It was also agreed to leave one strip of verge along both Duxford Road and North Road by the village sign until all wild flowers had set seed. Both of those verges will be left until the end of the bird nesting season and be cut back in line with the farmer cutting the hedge row at Duxford Road. 
Unfortunalty because the grass was so long this has resulted in more grass being left on the verge, which has caused further complaints. 
The Chairman received a request from a parishioner not to cut the triangle at the top of Mill Lane due to a rare plant. 
A more detailed maintenance schedule is required.
Clerk to obtain a quotation for some light tree maintenance along North Road from just past the Spicers entrance up to the path leading to the Baulks. Many of the crowns require lifting and some branches are encroaching onto the footpath by the village sign and causing issues with the ride on mower.
 ITEM 9. PROPOSED WORK AND TO APPROVE FURTHER EXPENDITURE AT THE PARISH CEMETERY
Parish Cemetery maintenance contractor has been working on some of the older kerbstone graves in the cemetery and a further £200 was authorised for the purchase of weed membrane and pebbles / gravel to restore the older plots. Further pest control measures are also required to reduce the over population of rabbits. The Parish Council has a duty of care to keep the rabbits under control and this is proving difficult, and it is felt that there are very few options available. A further £700 was authorised for pest control. 
£100 was also authorised for the planting of daffodil bulbs at the parish cemetery along the 2 perimeters that border the crops field. It is understood that daffodil bulbs are poisonous to rabbits and therefore they will not eat them. It is hoped the daffodils will also enhance the cemetery come the spring when they flower. 

ITEM 10. RETURN TO FACE TO FACE MEETINGS & RISK ASSESSEMENT
Whittlesford Parish Council will return to face-to-face meetings on Tuesday 14th September 2021. A draft statement of risk assessment was drawn up and discussed but is yet to be finalised and approved. Councillors were asked to send the clerk their suggested amendments of the draft in order for the statement to be published in August.

ITEM 11. REQUEST FOR H BAR PARKING AREAS
Councillor Richards Williams was asked by some residents of Mill Lane who are affected by parking issues from school parking for H bar parking lines across their driveways. Councillor Richard Williams also spoke of other similar parking issues at Scotts Gardens. The matter will be referred to the County Council for costing and approval. 




ITEM 12. PLANNING REPORT
1. Planning Ref: 21/02392/HFUL– 16 Mill Lane – Two Storey Rear Extension
A Resubmission of Planning Ref: 21/00357/HFUL
The Parish Council had No Recommendation.

2. Planning Ref: 21/02539/HFUL – 50 Duxford Road – Two Storey Side and Rear Extension.
A Resubmission of Planning Ref: 21/00650/HFUL
The Parish Council welcomed and noted that the proposals in the above application were for a smaller increase in the size of the property compared with previous application refused 21/00650/HFUL. However, the parish council remain consistent in its doubts of the possible overshadowing to the neighbouring property and for this reason the parish council could not support the application and asked for the SCDC Environmental Officer visit the site and carry out a full independent assessment of the likely efforts of loss of light and overshadowing prior to any decision made by the planning officers.

3. Planning Ref: 21/02448/HFUL – 5 Duxford Road – Single Storey front and side extension.
A previously withdrawn application and resubmitted, the parish council were happy to support the application.

ITEM 13. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
Report for Parish Councils – July 2021 – Councillor Peter McDonald.
	South Cambs District Council
	I mentioned last month that South Cambridgeshire Growth fund is opening for applications on 1st July 2021. It is for micro and small businesses operating in/from South Cambridgeshire. Priority applicants will include those who have not previously received government backed (covid related) funding. A one-off grant of between £1,000 to a maximum of £50,000 will be awarded to eligible applicants.

The Growth Fund scheme is designed to support businesses’ growth and expansion plans in the district. Eligible applicants for the scheme must be South Cambridgeshire based start-ups who are looking to scale and grow quickly, or they can be established South Cambridgeshire based companies who can clearly demonstrate ambitious growth plans in the District. Businesses in any sectors can apply, including, sole traders and partnerships. One- off grants of between £1,000 and £50,000 may be awarded to successful applicants. The scheme will end when all funds have been allocated. The link is here:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/business-support-and-advice/growth-fund-grant-scheme/

South Cambridgeshire Planning Delegations
I said I would update on this periodically. The delegation meetings can be found here:
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/planning-applications/step-by-step-guide-to-permissions/delegated-planning-decisions/#A2
In June there were 3 meetings and the result was: 
June 15th 1 referred, 1 delegated
June 8th : 1 referred no delegated
Jun1st: 3 delegated 1 referred 

Q4 Performance report
This report looks at the council performance. Problems in the Contact Centre (due to staff moved to Business Grant unit) are now being addressed.
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122475/Appendix%20A%20-%20KPI%20Performance%20Cab.pdf
Business Plan Update
The update on the business plan is here:
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122476/Appendix%20B%20-%20Q4%20Business%20Plan%20Actions%20Update%20Cab.pdf
Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document
As new SPD outlining in detail the policies surrounding biodiversity has been published
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s122524/Biodiversity%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20-%20AMENDED%20DRAFT.pdf
Cambridgeshire County Report
		Vaccination 
You can see the daily data here:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
Apprenticeship Funding
Cambridgeshire County Council has agreed to transfer £273,000 of its apprenticeship levy fund to K-10, an organisation set up to support apprenticeships in the construction industry.
K-10 will work with award winning house builder Hill to find placements for the 21 apprentices in the county, allowing them to gain skills and qualifications in plumbing, electrical, carpentry, groundworks, dry-lining, bricklaying and painting.
As a levy paying employer, the council is able to transfer 25% of unused, annual levy funds to other employers that wish to utilise apprenticeships to train their staff. As the transfer of funds would support employment for Cambridgeshire residents on major construction projects with Hill, the funding transfer was approved.
All of the apprenticeship positions are full time with the first year pay rate being £8.36 per hour. Apprentices will all be studying at colleges or training providers within the county for the duration of their apprenticeships.
K10 is recruiting now, so if you know of anyone aged 18 or above who may be interested in one of these fantastic opportunities, please encourage them to apply at www.k-10.co.uk/vacancies or send their CV directly to K10 at mahbub-uddin@k-10.co.uk.
Covid
Some worrying trends being addressed by the expanded testing and vaccination drop in centres.
[image: Image]
Covid Rapid Testing vans
For more information, including the opening dates/times of new rapid-testing facilities, plus any changes to site locations, visit our rapid testing webpage. https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-rapid-community-testing
Learning Disability Partnership
The Cambridgeshire Learning Disability Partnership (LDP) brings together specialist health and social care services for people with a learning disability. The LDP is responsible for commissioning and providing these services on behalf of Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust and Cambridgeshire County Council. Some staff are employed by the County Council and some by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mental Health Trust, but they are all part of the LDP.
The roles we currently have available are:
· Nurses
· Lead Nurse for Adults with Learning Disabilities
· Senior Community Nurse
· Psychologists
· Principal Clinical/Counselling Psychologist
· Highly Specialist Clinical Psychologist- Huntingdon
· Highly Specialist Clinical Psychologist- March
· Occupational Therapists
· Specialist Occupational Therapist
· Physiotherapists
· Physiotherapist
· Lead Physiotherapist
Please click here to go to our vacancy home page for further information and to apply.
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/latest-vacancies
Consultation: Cambridgeshire Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure
This is an important opportunity to contribute views – please note closing July 13th.
https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/ccc-local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-consultation-2021
Foxton Travel Hub
We met officers on June 15th. Still a lot of work to do to balance the City and local benefit.
Whittlesford Travel Hub/A 505
The GCP held a call on the work being done on the station/travel hub and the A505 study. I will circulate these slides.
East West Rail
Consultation finished June 9th. The County Council response is here. Document.ashx (cmis.uk.com)
Thakeham
Thakeham has to date not lodged a submission to the South Cambs Call for Sites. We have asked Anthony Browne to write to the NFU and CLA to advise landowners that there is No Government support for Thakeham and therefore not to make land option agreements. We will update once we hear back from Anthony.
Updates as usual here: www.swcag.org.uk
Peter McDonald
July 6th 2021












Whittlesford Parish Council
District Council Report – Councillor Richard Williams.

Local Plan Update
The planning service remains on track to publish its list of preferred sites for the next local plan in Autumn 2021. This will be followed by a public consultation on proposed sites and related matters such as the service’s preferred option for the number of new houses to be built in the District up to 2040. As set out in my December 2020 Report, the service is looking at ‘low’, ‘medium’ and ‘high’ development scenarios. For reference, the number of new houses required to be built over the period of the  current local plans (2011-2031) for South Cambs and the City is 33,500 (South Cambs portion is 19,500 (Policy S/5 of South Cambs Local Plan). Recent data published by the planning service[footnoteRef:1] projects an overshoot of this target, with projected completions to 2031 at just over 37,000 for both areas (of which 23,074 are  projected for South Cambs). This has a positive effect on the 5 Year Land Supply, which was calculated at over 6 years, but on the flip-side suggests we are building more than we need to, at least in Local Plan terms.  [1:  https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/media/2129/greater-cambridge-housing-trajectory-and-five-year-housing-land-supply-april-2021.pdf (table SC1B)] 

Whilst the draft Local Plan, including choices of preferred sites and level of house building ‘growth’, will be prepared by the planning service, it is ultimately the decision of elected Councillors whether to accept the recommendations of the service in whole or in part. 
A505 and Whittlesford Parkway Update
Along with other Parish Councillors, I attended a briefing given by the Greater Cambridge Partnership on plans for Whittlesford Parkway Station as part of the community engagement forum. The presentation included a section on the A505 modal study. On Whittlesford Parkway, no significant changes to the project plan have been undertaken since late 2019. Funding for most of the potential development around the station in the GCP Masterplan remains uncertain and priorities could change in light of the A505 study and CSET, (see further below). It became clear in the Q & A session that there is significant scope to emphasise local proprieties to feed into the future development of the Masterplan. 

In terms of the A505, no specific outcome or action points from the study are available yet. I pressed on the safety concerns that have been raised locally and was assured that safety at all road junctions along the 505 was being considered. Realignment of the road from Heathfield to the A1301 is clearly an option. I was told that no decision had been taken on potential alignments.

Planning Application at Factory Site on Duxford Road
As reported at our June meeting, I asked the planning department legal officers to review the decision of the Inspector to grant the appeal against refusal of planning permission for the site. The Council has reviewed the decision, with the advice of an external lawyer, and has concluded that there is little chance of a successful legal action to overturn the appeal decision to grant planning permission.

This is frustrating, but not unexpected. The external lawyer felt that the breadth of the discretion awarded to decisions makers in planning cases on matters of ‘planning judgement’ made the prospect of a successful appeal small. Though accurate, this is frustrating as the same generous approach to questions of ‘judgement’ seems to not to be exercised by the Inspectorate when reviewing local planning committee decisions. 

CSET Approved by the GCP Board
On 1st July 2021 the GCP executive board approved plans for a new park and ride facility at Babraham with a new guided bus route into the City (the Cambridge South East Transport initiative). The bus route will run from the new Park and Ride facility at the side of the A11 through Green Belt to Sawston, Stapleford, Shelford and the Addenbrookes site. The projected cost of the scheme is £132m. It is, as I’m sure Councillors know, a controversial scheme with all of the Parish Councils along the route opposing the plans. The proposal to build the bus way through the Gog Magog down is particularly controversial. From a local perspective no work appears to have been done by the GCP on the relationship between the proposed travel hub and busway at Babraham and the proposed hub at Whittlesford Parkway, despite the two hubs being only 2.5 miles apart. 
Growth Fund Scheme
The District Council is administering a Growth Fund scheme with funding provided by the Government, to support businesses’ growth and expansion plans in the district. Eligible applicants for the scheme must be South Cambridgeshire based start-ups who are looking to scale and grow quickly, or they can be established South Cambridgeshire based companies who can clearly demonstrate ambitious growth plans in the District. Businesses in any sectors can apply, including, sole traders and partnerships. One- off grants of between £1,000 and £50,000 may be awarded to successful applicants

Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/business-support-and-advice/growth-fund-grant-scheme/

Potential Legal Action against SCDC
Councillors might have seen reports in the local media about a potential legal action against South Cambs in respect of the accuracy of the planning returns that it submitted to the Government for a period in 2020 (www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/local-news/south-cambs-council-defends-planning-20933970). This action relates to the question of whether extensions of time to planning applications were granted in accordance with the applicable rules set down by Parliament and whether the Councils performance in determining planning applications was therefore accurately reported to Parliament.  My May 2021 report set out the details of the matters under dispute.

Cllr. Richard Williams, July 2021



ITEM 14. ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts were approved for month 4 accounts 
(9th June 2021 – 13th July 2021).

WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Haven Energy Street lighting                            247.01 Vat - £39.57                         
Peoples Pension Employers Contribution         91.19      
Peoples Pension Employees Contribution      156.99    
Barclays Business Banking                                      9.35
Postage Stamps Royal Mail                                 24.73               
Parish Cemetery Contract 10 hrs                      200.00  Chq  100361
Maynards Open Space                                         120.00  Chq  100362
Allotments & Community Orchard                    160.00  Chq  100362
Parish Clerk Salary 72 hrs                                 1,037.14  Chq 100363/4                     
Parish Clerk PAYE to HMRC                                 104.71  Chq 100365
Under payment to HMRC                                    226.58  Chq 100366 
NP Admin                                                                  76.95  Chq 100367 
Accountibbleity Internal Audit                            320.00  Chq 100368
Replacement Chq to Lawn Trust                     7,841.20  Chq 100369
(Replaces previous Chq no 100352)             

TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                            £10,615.85
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 4                                    £39.57

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
UK Power Networks Substation Rent                    50.20
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                £50.20              


COMMUNITY FUND REPORT
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                          £1,431.65

ZERO CARBON GRANT REPORT
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                          £2,062.22


ITEM 15. CORRESPONDENCE
A letter was received from a resident of Station Road in relation to the post box which has been out of action. It was understood the post box had a broken lock and Royal mail had difficulty in getting a new lock. The letter also asked that the parish council address the parking issues at Station Road before allowing any further development to go ahead. 

ITEM 16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – NO meeting scheduled for the month of August unless planning matters arise where the parish council will call an Extra Ordinary Meeting of Planning. The meeting will be published on the Parish website and 7 days’ notice will be given. 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th September 2021.
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Coronavirus in Cambridgeshire
20 - 26 June

598 New cases of people infected
[85.1% more than previous week]
2

92 Infections per 100,000 population

2 People have died in the past month

[Within 28 days of a positive test for the 4 weeks 30 May - 26 June]

Got symptoms? Book a test.

Support is available - visit cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Correct at time of publication

Let's work together to stop Covid-19 in its tracks ~ ARA G




