WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9th March 2021

PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Tim Teversham, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Michael Kilpatrick, Ken Macdonald, Felicity de Vries, Philip James, District Councillor Richard Williams, County Councillor Peter McDonald, Robert Clarke and Kevin Goodwin from Arc Architecture, Parish Clerk Marie Swann, and 7 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Will Thomas.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
As a direct neighbour Tim Teversham did not comment or vote on the planning decision at 8 Butts Green.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of meeting 9th February were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
The Parish Council submitted an initial report on the 27 sites put forward under the ‘Call for Sites’ the majority of which were in the Cambridge Greenbelt and outside of the Development Framework.
Councillor Kilpatrick presented our LHI bid to highways for a small stretch of footpath at Moorfield Road to connect with the existing path where it meets at the junction of Royston Road.
ITEM 5. A BRIEF UPDATE FROM ARC ARCHITECTURE ON THE STATION ROAD DEVELOPMENT
Robert Clarke and Kevin Goodwin from Arc Architecture joined our zoom meeting to give an update on their revised planning application for the development at Station Road. One particular amendment had been made which included a small green open space. A revised application is expected to be submitted soon.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
Tim Stone reported a complaint made to him in relation to trees being planted on the verge along Duxford Road. The farmer complained of the trees being planted in front of his hedge as this would prove difficult in maintaining the hedge. It was suggested the trees be moved, perhaps to the Millennium wood.
The speed monitor on Duxford Road was reported as out of order.
Michael Kilpatrick to action a replacement battery.
Michael Kilpatrick commented on the number of email responses received in relation to footpaths. The intention is to set up a small group to discuss all matters raised. County Councillor Peter McDonald to join forces with Michael Kilpatrick, together with the Rights of way Officer to see what can be done.
Conserving the bio diversity of the grass verges was raised. Chairman confirmed that all matters of this had been discussed with the verge contractor and a scheduled maintenance programme had been set out for the year ahead.
Having been out of action for several months a Street light (SC8) at West End was now fully operational. 
ITEM 7. CCTV REQUEST FOR THE MEMORIAL HALL
The Memorial Hall Committee had requested approval to install CCTV at the hall. Data protection laws were briefly discussed, the hall committee confirmed that the proposed installation company had already given the relevant guidance on this matter. No objections were raised.
ITEM 8. NOTICE BOARD REQUEST FROM THE LAWN TRUST
The Lawn Trust Committee requested that a notice board be purchased and erected on the Lawn for the general use of all the clubs and committee users of the Lawn.
The purchase of the notice board to be made via the parish council and the cost to be deducted from the annual maintenance grant.
The most favourable positioning was in the immediate car parking entrance. This may however be subject to planning permission and it will be for the Lawn Trust to follow this matter through.

ITEM 9. DISCUSSION ON USE OF THE TENNIS COURTS
Following a request of refurbishing work required at the tennis courts, The Lawn Trust Committee are looking to make better use of the courts and make them more widely available to the public. If the parish council are to fund the refurbishing work it would require an updated form of contract of usage rights and quotations for the work involved. 
It was suggested that parish council representatives, together with the tennis club and lawn trust members meet via zoom to discuss further. 

ITEM 10. TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A DOG BIN (Spinney Hill footpath)
A request was made for a dog bin at the start of the Spinney Hill to Whippletree footpath, following reports of dog bags being left hanging from trees through the woodland footpath. Clerk to action the purchase of a new bin.
ITEM 11. PLANNING REPORT 
The following applications were discussed :
Planning Ref : 21/00357/HFUL – 16 Mill Lane – Two Storey rear extension.
The Parish Council did not support this application.
Planning Ref : 20/05273/HFUL – Scotts High Street – Amendment for the Installation of Outdoor Swimming Pool and Timber shed. 
Planning Ref : 20/02850 – Variation of Condition to previously approved planning application at 27 West End.
Planning Ref : 21/00194/HFUL – 8 Butts Green – Single storey side and rear extension. No Objections were raised.
Planning Ref : 21/00244/HFUL – 19 Butts Green – First floor side and rear extension. No Objections were raised.
Planning Ref : 21/00549/HFUL – 22 Maynards – Single storey side extension.
No Objections were raised. 
Planning Ref : 20/02881/FUL – 84 Duxford Road – Notification of Planning Appeal.
ITEM 12. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS
		Cambridgeshire County Report
C19 Case Numbers Cambridgeshire 
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Vaccination 
You can see the daily data here:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
Rapid Covid-19 home testing kits for households with children
Households with school-age children can now test themselves twice a week from home using rapid Covid-19 home testing kits.
With up to one in three individuals with coronavirus showing no symptoms, it means some can potentially spread Covid-19 without knowing it. Regular testing of people who are unable to stay at home and don’t have symptoms means that people with Covid-19 can be detected early and can self-isolate.
As children and young people return to the classroom, we need to be sure that potential Covid-19 cases are found as quickly as possible and that measures are put in place to prevent them from spreading throughout the school community. Although cases are declining generally, we all need to continue to play our part to keep the virus under control and ensure children and young people can remain in education.
Rapid Covid-19 home testing kits will be available for asymptomatic:
· adults living in households with primary and secondary-age pupils, including their childcare and support bubbles;
· school staff and adults working in the wider school community, including bus drivers and after school club leaders, as well as members of their households.
Testing is for adults only. Secondary school and college pupils will also undertake regular testing which will be provided via their school or college. Primary school pupils are not being offered rapid testing at this time but parents and carers should access a PCR Covid-19 lab test for them via the national booking system if they develop symptoms.
· Find out where you can collect home test kits
· Or, if you are unable to collect, you can order online to be delivered to your home
· Or by calling 119

LGBT Adopters & Foster Carers
Cambridgeshire County Council is supporting this year’s annual LGBT+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) Adoption and Fostering Week (1-7th March) to help raise awareness about the need for more adopters and foster carers throughout the county.
The campaign ‘Build Your Family’ encourages LGBT+ potential adopters and foster carers to consider expanding their family and sharing their life with a child or young person, either permanently through adoption or more short-term through fostering. The campaign seeks to tackle some common misconceptions surrounding the process, and raise awareness among people who identify as LGBT+ of the adoption and fostering parenting routes that are open to them.
There are around 745 children and young people in Cambridgeshire who need foster carers and the greatest need is for teenagers and brothers and sisters.
LGBT+ Adoption & Fostering week is organised by New Family Social, a charity that supports LGBT+ Adopters and Foster Carers across the UK.
If you are interested in fostering and want to find out more: call 0800 052 0078, email fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering.
If you feel adoption is better suited to you then please call 0300 123 1093.
Laptop Campaign
There is County-wide schools laptop campaign. A campaign to help disadvantaged children across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to get internet and laptop access is gathering pace, with the first batch of equipment being delivered to schools this week.
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council launched the ‘Laptops for Children’ campaign earlier this month in partnership with the Youth Panel, Cambridge Digital Direct, Cambridge 2030 and the Cambridge Culture Foundation, aimed at purchasing laptops and 4G routers for vulnerable young people.
Around 8,000 children in the region do not have use of a computer or broadband, meaning they cannot access lessons and online resources, putting them at risk of falling behind with their studies.
Just over two weeks after launching the campaign, an impressive £567,845 has already been raised thanks to support from businesses and individuals, as well as funding from both authorities. A first batch of over 1,000 laptops and 460 routers have been purchased and will be distributed to schools from this week.
A total of 352 laptops have also been donated to drop-in centres and libraries across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. These will be checked and updated before being distributed to schools.
The campaign will continue to secure sufficient funding so that every young person in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has the necessary equipment to continue learning. Both councils are writing to businesses and Chambers of Commerce this week to drum up further support.
For more information on the campaign and to make a donation visit our GoFundMe page.
Meanwhile locally I have secured 15 machines from the Genome Campus which have so far gone to Thriplow and Whittlesford schools. A few machines still remain.
Thakeham
We are holding a Parish Call on March 2nd to update on progress and next steps for the action group. Two key things happened in February:
1. MHCLG published a bid of £50k for stakeholder engagement for “ up to 4 new developments” along EWR.
1. The Government published the draft OxCam Arc document talking about ‘ opportunity areas’ for housing development across the Arc.
Updates as usual here: www.swcag.org.uk
Resignation of County Council Deputy Leader
As a result of an investigation into the tenancy awarded in 2017 and investment of £185k of funds from the County to this farm, the Deputy Leader of the County Council Cllr Hickford has resigned and left his farm. This is the statement from the Leader:
“On Tuesday February 23rd I received a long and complex report which was the culmination of the Manor Farm Audit. The subject of the report largely concerns the Deputy Leader Cllr Roger Hickford’s occupancy of Manor Farm, Girton as a tenant of Cambridgeshire County Council’s Farms Estate.
The contents of the report are confidential at present, for legal reasons in order for the Audit and Accounts committee to fully consider and discuss the matter. But having read the report I had two meetings with Cllr. Hickford to consider implications for the Council, outside of the remit of the committee.
Subsequent to those meetings Cllr Hickford has asked me to accept his resignation as my Deputy leader and as a member of the Council with immediate effect.
I have accepted his resignation and confirmed this to Chief Executive Gillian Beasley.
I have also thanked Cllr Hickford for his years of service in his role as a Councillor and the support he has given me over the years as my deputy leader.”
A report into the granting of the tenancy and subsequent actions will be reviewed at the March 5th Audit & Accounts Committee. The timetable is here:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/manor-farm-audit-to-be-considered-by-audit-and-accounts-committee

Peter McDonald
March 6th 2021.






District Report  March 2021
Bourn Airfield
On 19th February the Planning Committee granted outline planning permission for 3,500 homes at Bourn Airfield. Approval was granted after another close 6-5 vote. Concerns around the proposal related principally to transport and the absence of an agreed high quality public transport link from the site to Cambridge, but some concern was expressed about the scale of some of the proposed development. 
Whittlesford Parkway: Update
In early February I contacted the team at the GCP that is leading on the Whittlesford Travel Hub to get an update on the status of the project.
Work on the station masterplan was paused in 2020 to allow for the outcomes from the A505 study (being undertaken by the County Council on behalf of the Combined Authority), to be taken into account. The A505 study had not, at the time of my query, reported but that was ‘likely to happen [soon]’.  When the A505 study reports the Station strategy will be reviewed to ensure that it is aligned with the A505 study.
 The GCP team said that they hoped to organise the first session of the local community working groups straight after the local elections in May. These sessions will be used as an opportunity to seek feedback on the Station strategy and any changes required in light of the A505 study.  Delivery priorities for the strategy will also be discussed in the groups.
Update in Full Council Meeting 23rd February 2021

The draft budget outlined in my February update was approved by the Council unamended. 
Council approved resolutions: supporting the establishment of a UNESCO designated Biosphere for the Fens; calling for the active consideration of divestment (from fossil fuels-related investments) by pension funds used by SCDC; and a motion expressing concern about HGVs using village roads. 
  
Cllr Richard Williams
Cllr.williamsR@scambs.gov.uk












ITEM 13. ACCOUNTS 
(Month 12 Accounts -  10th February 2021 – 31st March 2021)

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Parish Cemetery                                                                   140.00
Maynards Open Space                                                        140.00  Chq 100326
Allotments & Community Orchard                                   160.00  Chq 100327
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                       81.05
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)                      50.66
Barclays Banking Charges                                                     12.65
Accountibbleity Payroll Services  (4th Quarter)                 75.00
Haven Power (Street Lighting)                                           247.66  (Vat - £39.68) 
Haven Power (Street Lighting)                                           223.56   (Vat - 35.82)
Clerks expenses (Postage Stamps)                                      11.69   (Vat - £1.95)
Clerks expenses (Printer Purchase)                                  161.00   (Vat - £26.83)
Clerks expenses (Printer Ink)                                             121.99   (Vat - £20.33)
Clerks Salary (64 hours)                                                   1,034.43  Chq 100328/9
Clerks Paye to HMRC                                                            70.32   Chq 100330
Capalc Affiliation Fees                                                         515.19  Chq 100331
NP Admin                                                                                83.42   Chq 100332
Allotment Deposit Refund  (Mr M Clark)                          50.00   Chq 100333
Mallatite  (4th speed monitor for Newton Road)        3,861.28  (Vat - £643.55)
Glasdons UK (Dog bin approved for Spinney Hill )         129.08  (Vat – 21.51)

TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                           £7,168.98
VAT FOR MONTH 12                                                         £789.67
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Cemetery Fees – PAS – G29 – Muller                                  250.00
Cemetery Fees – HJP – E38 – Arnold                                   475.00
Memorial Garden Plaque                                                      175.00
Allotments (new tenancy 12 a & b, water & key)               57.50
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                            £957.50                             



END OF YEAR COMMUNITY FUND EXPENDITURE REPORT
Opening Balance  (May 2020)                                             £3,593.08
Collective amounts paid in via Go Fund                              2,713.47
                                                                                                       290.80
                                                                                                       251.96
                                                                                                       240.00
                                                                                                         96.85
Total (Inc parish council contribution of £500)                £3,593.08
Accounts paid up to 31st March 2021                                  2,401.43
Additional donations received                                                 240.00
Balance carried forward to 1st April 2021                         £1,431.65

TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE                                            £2,401.43                                         
AVAILABLE BALANCE OF COMMUNITY FUND                 £1,431.65



END OF YEAR ZERO CARBON GRANT EXPENDITURE REPORT
Opening Balance  (December 2019)                                   £3,611.00
Accounts paid up to 31st March 2020                                      410.29
Balance carried forward to 1st April 2020                          £3,200.71  

Opening Balance (1st April 2020)                                         £3,200.71
Accounts paid up to 31st March 2021                                   1,085.01
Balance carried forward to 1st April 2021                          £2,115.70                                                                                                                                

TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE                                             £1,495.30
AVAILABLE BALANCE                                                             £2,115.70



ITEM 14. CORRESPONDENCE
None

ITEM 15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 13th April 2021
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