WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL (VIRTUAL) MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12th MAY 2020 

PRESENT: Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Jan Holmes, Kirsty Davis, Will Thomas, Richard Williams, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, Ken Macdonald, County Councillor – Peter McDonald, Parish Clerk – Marie Swann & 4 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST - None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 14th April were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Clerk confirmed that she had taken delivery of the new speed monitors and is to make contact with highways for approval of positioning around the village.
Clerk will liaise with parish council highways committee to agree final positioning before any installation takes place.
Clerk confirmed that the annual return for VAT had been submitted to HMRC for the Parish Council and Memorial Hall on 24th April. This process is usually around 6 weeks. 
Chairman had responded to email received from resident Mr Dawson.
Clerk added Felicity de Vries as a second admin to the Parish Council Facebook page to help with the monitoring and volume of posts. It was agreed that the following disclaimer be added to the group rules.
During this unprecedented crisis the Parish Council are happy for public information to be posted on this page but we cannot formally respond to each post. 
We ask that information posted is of relevance to our parishioners and anything considered inappropriate will be removed.
Parish Council specific enquiries should be emailed to the parish clerk at 
parishclerk@whittlesford.org 

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
The Parish Council had received a formal email request together with a great deal of interest shown on the parish council Facebook page asking if the telephone kiosk on the corner of Church Lane be used as a portable library.
Clerk to contact Mr & Mrs Dumbleton to ask their thoughts on this as well as further enquiries to listed building planning dept as the telephone kiosk is listed by Historic England and this could require planning permission if the idea was taken further.
A brief discussion was held regarding keeping dogs on a lead, keeping dogs out of areas such as children’s play areas and the use of signs to remind dog owners to be responsible in clearing up dog excrement, it was also agreed that it is the responsibility of the owner to keep their animals under control.
ITEM 6. UPDATE ON COMMUNITY FUND
Councillor Richard Williams gave an update on the Community Fund that had been set up to help with financial support to the residents throughout the Coronavirus crisis. Councillor Williams reported that to date the fund had raised £3,462 and it was felt that it should be capped so that no further donations could be made at present, whilst it was felt that the economic impact is still yet to come, we are confident there were enough funds there to carry out the current help that was required. Rev Olivia Coles and Councillor Williams jointly manage the fund. 
A further offer of financial help is being offered by the Nicholas Swallow Charity and street coordinators are to deliver leaflets to give information of how to get in touch with the trustees of the charity. 
ITEM 7. DONATION REQUEST FOR A COMMUNITY BENCH
Councillor Tim Teversham was to present a request on behalf of the Nicholas Swallow Charity for a community bench to be purchased in recognition to a member of the community. Tim Teversham was not present but Councillor Ken Winterbottom was able to give councillors some background information. 
However It was considered not to name the community member at this stage, but to await further correspondence from the charity as to who was to purchase the bench. The Parish Council can give a donation towards a bench but it cannot be fully funded by the parish council if it is to benefit an individual over the whole community. Clerk to email the chairman of the charity to clarify the parish councils position. 

ITEM 8. TO FORMALLY APPROVE END OF YEAR FINANCES – 2019/20
The Parish Council held a Finance Meeting on Tuesday 5th May to discuss the End of Year accounts. All accounts were formally approved by all councillors present.
Further approval was subject to a full parish council meeting, where we confirm this took place on Tuesday 12th May. 
Chairman Arthur Greaves signed the Algar Return. 
Chairman Arthur Greaves and Councillor Ken Winterbottom signed the Review of Effectiveness of Internal control to safeguard public money. 
Clerk will now liaise with Mr Paul Tibble to carry the Internal audit in a way which does not put any party at risk. 
The following documents which were approved are attached: 
1. End of Year Financial Statement ending 31st March 2020
2. Month End Totals
3. Bank Reconciliation 
4. Review of Effectiveness of Internal Control of Safeguarding public money

End of Year accounts will be published on the village website once formally approved by an internal audit. 





WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 2019/20
END OF YEAR FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR PERIOD ENDING 31ST MARCH 2020
                                                                                                                 
(RECEIPTS)                                                                           2018/19      2019/20    2019/20      2020/21
                                                                                               (Actual)    (Predicted)  (Actual)    (Predicted)      
PARISH PRECEPT                                                              46,500.00   60,000.00   60,000.00    70,000.00
AGENCY SERVICES                                                              1,823.02     2,000.00    1,823.02       1,823.02
INTEREST ON INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS                            470.58         500.00       498.14          500.00
TENANCY (FARM & ALLOTMENTS)                                  1,751.50     1,500.00    1,743.34       1,500.00
CEMETERY FEES                                                                  1,074.00     1,000.00       400.00           500.00
SECTION 106 FUNDS                                                         68,605.91        --------         --------           -------
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GRANT                                      1,200.00        --------         --------           -------
INSURANCE POLICY CLAIMS                                               2,241.81       --------         --------           --------
SUB STATION RENT & FEES                                                 1,558.77        700.00       425.21         425.00
VAT RECOVERED (PARISH COUNCIL)                                 1,705.51     4.000.00    4,145.63     2,828.83
VAT RECOVERED (MEMORIAL HALL)                                 5,191.82        -------       --------             -------
OTHER GRANTS & DONATIONS                                             500.00        -------       3,611.00         -------
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                      £127,431.10   £69,700.00   £72,646.34 £77,576.85
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(PAYMENTS)                                                                       2018/19     2019/20      2019/20        2020/21        
                                                                                              (Actual)     (Predicted)   (Actual)     (Predicted) ADMIN & SERVICES                                                            5,851.32     5,000.00     4,693.22       5,000.00
WAGES, PAYE, NI & PENSION                                        14,157.89   15.000.00   12,048.26     15,000.00
SECTION 137                                                                          300.00         300.00         200.00          500.00
 LHI RELATED                                                                    16,743.99    20,000.00   20,602.17    10,000.00
AGENCY SERVICES (VERGE CUT MAINTENANCE)          2,760.00     2,700.00     1,656.00       2,208.00
ADVERTISING, PUBLICITY & WEBSITE                                 750.00        750.00     1,006.00       1,000.00
ANNUAL GRANT & LAWN TRUST MAINTENANCE       41,000.00   10,000.00   10,000.00    10,000.00
MAYNARDS OPEN SPACE MAINTENANCE                       1,960.00     2,000.00    1,680.00       1,680.00
NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE MAINTENANCE                4,199.99     2,000.00    1,525.00       1,525.00
PARISH CEMETERY MAINTENANCE                                  1,680.00      2,000.00    1,680.00       1,680.00

PAYMENTS CONTINUED                                                      2018/19      2019/20     2019/20     2020/21
                                                                                                 (Actual)    (Predicted)  (Actual)    (Predicted)
ALLOTMENTS & COMMUNITY ORCHARD                        1,920.00     2,000.00    1,920.00      1,920.00                                                                                     
STREET LIGHTENING ENERGY                                             5,251.36     2,700.00    5,903.91      3,000.00
SECTION 106 FUNDS                                                          21,344.47   12,000.00  27,157.88   10,000.00
SUBSCRIPTIONS, MEMBERSHIPS & INSURANCE              2,658.20     2,500.00    1,777.20     2,000.00
MAINTENANCE (WAR MEMORIAL & VILLAGE SIGN        2,445.64     2,000.00       319.00        500.00
TREE WORKS                                                                            9050.00     5,000.00       350.00        2,5000
GENERAL REPAIRS & VILLAGE MAINTENANCE                  2,880.00     2,000.00   1,490.00     1,000.00
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GRANT MONEY                          1,200.00     2,000.00       -------          --------
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                 £136,652.86  £89,950.00  £94,008.64  £69,513.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(SUMMARY)
BALANCE B/F                                                               144,084.18    134,862.42   134,862.42  113,500.12
ADD RECEIPTS                                                             127,431.10     56,200.00      72,646.34     77,576.85
SUB TOTAL                                                                   271,515.28   191,062.42   207,508.76   191,076.97
DEDUCT PAYMENTS                                                   136,652.86     89,950.00      94,008.64     69,513.00
                                                                                  £134,862.42  £101,112.42  £113,500.12  £121,563.97
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
END OF YEAR BANK RECONCILIATION 
NATIONAL SAVINGS & INVESTMENTS                   45,400.30     73,000.00        73,880.72       63,000.00
BARCLAYS COMMUNITY ACCOUNT                         88,962.12    27,612.42       39,619.40       58,563.97 
PETTY CASH                                                                       500.00         500.00           ------              ------
UNCASHED CHEQUES                                                        -------            -------            ------              ------
                                                                                 £134,862.42  £101,112.42   £113,500.12  £121,563.97
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE ABOVE STATEMENT REPRESENTS A TRUE RECORD OF ALL RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS OF ACCOUNTS FOR WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/20.



WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MONTH END TOTALS
FOR ACCOUNTS 2019/20



MONTH               PAYMENTS                   RECEIPTS                  VAT

1 (APRIL)              32,915.50                            1.60                 101.90                           
2 (MAY)                  2,586.90                  30,001.74                   27.59
3 (JUNE)                 1,981.00                             1.48                   55.38      
4 (JULY)                22,498.94                        498.67                  301.53
5 (AUG)                   2,845.03                    5,970.32                  136.12
6 (SEPT)                 2,208.57                             1.54                    -------
7 (OCT)                  3,652.86                   31,072.21                  125.38
8 (NOV)                 3,357.67                             3.22                    ------- 
9 (DEC)                  4,445.28                         400.56                    -------
10 (JAN)                1,807.51                              1.06                    -------  
11 (FEB)              13,105.52                      3,987.59               2,057.53
12 (MAR)              2,603.86                          706.35                    23.40                       

TOTALS             £94,008.64                  £72,646.34            £2,828.83
BANK RECONCILIATION – PRO FORMA
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2019/20

Financial year ending 31st March 2020
Prepared by : Marie Swann – Parish Clerk / RFO
Balance per bank statement as at 1st April 2020

Santander Current Account                              Closed Account
Santander Reserve Account                              Closed Account
Barclays Community Account                                39,619.40
National Savings & Investment                             73,880.72
Petty Cash                                                                   ---------
Unpresented Cheques                                              ---------
TOTAL                                                                     £113,500.12

The net balances reconcile to the cash book
(Receipts & Payments for the year as follows :
Opening Balance – 1st April 2019                       134,862.42
Add Receipts (received)                                         72,646.34
Sub Total                                                                 207,508.76
Less Payments (paid)                                              94,008.64
TOTAL                                                                    £113,500.1
Closing balance per cash book (Receipts & Payments)
As at 1st April 2020 was £113,500.12
REVIEW OF THE EFFICTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL CONTROL
IN PREPERATION OF THE ANNUAL GOVENANCE STATEMENT 2019/20
FOR WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman Arthur Greaves and Councillor Ken Winterbottom (both whom are signatories of both accounts held by the parish council) confirm that they have read through the following and agree with all statements set out by the Parish Clerk / RFO Marie Swann who carried out the following review in April 2020 in preparation of the Annual Governance Statement. 

The requirements of the statement, as laid out by the external auditor are shown in bold, our responses are in normal type.

We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.
1. We have prepared its accounting statements in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. We have provided appropriate accounting records throughout the year.
Monthly presentation to all councillors of all accounts to be paid and all payments received are presented at each parish council meeting. All accounts are approved at the monthly meeting before any accounts are paid.
Cheques are hand written by the Clerk and signed by Arthur Greaves and Ken Winterbottom. The Clerk is an authorised third signatory if either of the main signatories are absent. All cheques require 2 signatures at all times.

1. The authority (Whittlesford Parish Council) has complied with financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
Monthly figures of accounts to pay and accounts received are presented to all councillors, and Chairman Arthur Greaves and Councillor Ken Winterbottom are presented with all invoices to support these accounts. All expenditure is approved and VAT is accounted for where necessary by the Clerk.
1. The authority (Whittlesford Parish Council) assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and has reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage these.
We have maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption, and reviewed its effectiveness. We accept responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources.
1. The Precept requirement resulted from an adequate discussion and budgetary process, progress against the budget was regularly monitored, and reserves were appropriately accounted for.
The budgetary process was adequately discussed and reviewed at Finance meeting of 20th November 2018, where we put in place an extra ordinary meeting of finances for May 2019 to monitor the progress of the budget. 
It was then considered to be a more appropriate time of year to hold a second finance meeting. This decision will remain in place. 
Our reserve account with Santander was closed and all reserves were transferred to our day to day community account with Barclays. This will continue to be monitored and our precept was set accordingly.
1. Expected income was fully received. Based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly banked, and VAT appropriately accounted for.
 Income was as expected as set out in previous budget. All income from allotments and farm tenancies was banked accordingly. No VAT on any income.
1. Petty Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.
Petty Cash payments were supported by invoices / receipts. 
No VAT on any petty cash payments made.
1. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with the authority’s approvals and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.
  Salaries and allowances to employees were supported by a monthly payroll   statement, pay slips are provided and approved by full council at each meeting.
1. Asset and Investment Registers were complete, accurate and properly maintained.
The Asset register is generally reviewed by the clerk annually and any new purchases are added. An up to date asset register has been sent to all councillors and will be available for both internal and external audits if required. Investment statements (NS & I) are provided to all councillors at finance meetings and a statement of account are shown in the end of year accounts.
1. Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried out.
Year end bank reconciliation was prepared and provided to all councillors and internal auditor.
1. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct basis of (receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.
Monthly account statements were prepared on the basis of receipts and payments and supported by an adequate audit trail.
1. If the authority (Whittlesford Parish Council) certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review would it meet the exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. 
Not applicable.
1. During the summer of 2019 this authority (Whittlesford Parish Council) has correctly provided the proper opportunity for the exercise of public rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
We the authority (Whittlesford Parish Council) has correctly provided the proper opportunity for the exercise of public rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations, by providing and publishing our end of year account statements which are available to view in the minutes of our meetings and on our parish website 
 www.whittleweb.org.uk
Any registered elector of the parish is welcome to view the accounts subject to an appointment with the parish clerk. 
1. Summary and Appointment of Internal Auditor
Due to ill health of our previous internal auditor, Mr Hugh Holland, the parish council upon recommendation appointed Mr Paul Tibble in May 2019 to act as our internal accounts reviewer to give an independent summary of our accounts for 2018/19. Mr Paul Tibble a qualified Chartered Management Accountant came highly recommended by 2 independent members of the parish, Mr Alan Oswald and Mrs Beverly Matthews, both whom have known Mr Tibble for approx. 40 years. Mr Tibble runs his own accounts business from his home at Station Road Whittlesford. Mr Tibble has since taken on the role of Treasurer for the Whittlesford Memorial Hall Committee. 
The Parish Clerk would normally prepare all accounts and necessary documentation, together with cheque and deposit books and once the parish council are satisfied and accounts have been approved then documentation would be handed over for internal audit to Mr Tibble.
Given the current situation of the Coronavirus 2019, an internal audit will be carried out by electronic means as not to put any person at risk of the Coronavirus. 
Once the internal audit is complete the parish council can submit the Annual Governance Statement to the external auditor for verification.
It is believed that an extension on the external audit completion date will be put in place. 
The Parish Council shall review its internal control and effectiveness in April 2021. 
We confirm that all statements A – M as set out above are true and correct.


ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
Planning application – 20/1289/TTCA – 11 West End Whittlesford
The Parish Council agreed that the holly tree which is subject to the above application should be removed to allow the boundary wall to be rebuilt. 
The Parish Council also request that a condition of any consent should stipulate that a suitable alternative tree should be planted within the curtilage of the property. 

ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
County Council Report – Councillor Peter McDonald
Cambridgeshire County Council Monthly Report for Parishes: May 2020
		

	The changes to County services during C19 are all to be found here:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/disruption-to-council-services

	As a result of the Councils budget situation, there have been changes to the Adult Social Care policy with charges for the new financial year and these were published in April. file:///C:/Temp/ab098/Downloads/adult-social-care-charging-policy-april-----.pdf.
Council Meetings
Now that the virtual meetings protocol is in place the County has started conducting meetings on line generally via Zoom. Refer to the meetings calendar:
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings.aspx
Household Waster Re-cycling Centres
Plans are being prepared to re-open these and will be published here:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-and-recycling/household-recycling-centres
Well-being Campaign & ToolKit  

	[bookmark: link_2]Now We’re Talking - coming together in isolation
Organisations across the county have joined forces to launch a wellbeing campaign and additional mental health support for people during the coronavirus outbreak.
‘Now We’re Talking’, encourages people to get talking to combat loneliness whilst self-isolating, and to seek help if they are struggling with their mental health.
The campaign, led by the local authority, NHS and third sector also directs people to increased mental health support available including:
· Lifeline Plus - a mental health and wellbeing helpline for people aged 18 and over living in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, is available Monday-Friday between 9am and 2pm via freephone 0808 808 2121. The line will support people to manage their wellbeing, provide self-help advice or signpost to other organisations for particular concerns.
· Lifeline - 7 days a week, between 2pm and 11pm the same number is Lifeline, managed by Lifecraft who provide support for those in mental health distress: 0808 808 2121.
· Qwell - an online wellbeing support, including educational and self-help articles and peer-to-peer support via forums. Adults are also able to receive help from qualified counsellors via drop-in or scheduled online chat sessions. www.qwell.io 
· Keep Your Head – this website brings together all the mental health support available across the county - www.keep-your-head.com/now 
‘Now We’re Talking’ comms toolkit to use for your own updates:
Following the launch of our Now We’re Talking campaign this week, please find here a toolkit so you can share the details with your town or parish council colleagues. 
[bookmark: link_5]Caring for Carers - Looking after the county’s carers
A project to support people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough who are carers to friends and family has seen hundreds of people contacted to enquire whether they need support.
Family carers are currently delivering unprecedented levels of essential care and support to people with care needs in the community who are impacted by the pandemic.
In response Cambridgeshire County and Peterborough City Council have re-deployed more than 30 staff who are unable to fulfil their usual role due to the Covid-19 outbreak, to contact those family carers currently known to adult social care, check that they are coping, provide preventative advice and connect them to sources of support where this is needed. 
In Cambridgeshire 1,557 carers were identified and are being contacted.  Of those contacted so far 56% or 429 carers have told staff that they are coping.
Feedback from staff making the calls is that carers have been extremely grateful to be contacted and have taken contact details in order to access support should this be needed in the future. One carer told us “I enjoyed chatting to you and both my husband and I are impressed with the initiative set up by the council. Thank you.” 
So far 57 carers contacted by the redeployed staff have been referred for support as a result of the calls, examples include accessing help with shopping and medication collection, both for themselves and the adult that they support, and amendments to the care and support being provided to the cared for person due to changes in their circumstances.
The staff making the calls have had information regarding a wide range of preventative services and have also been able to connect carers to support from services like occupational therapy and the technology enabled care team, as well as raising awareness of help available through Caring Together, previously known as Carers Trust. 
If you are a carer and you would like to talk to us about the support on offer, please call the countywide hub on 0345 045 5219. 

	[bookmark: link_1]Cambs County Hub
Requests for help and support coming into the countywide hub have continued to rise over the past fortnight.
The hub has received a total of 2,101 telephone enquiries over the past four weeks.  The team has resolved a total of 5,856 individual requests for help and support, which include delivering urgent food supplies to 832 people. A further 129 people have been provided with more specialist food, for example that is suitable for people who are seriously ill.
There are now almost 15,000 people on the registered shielded list across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough and around a third of this group have told us that they have no support in place and will need our assistance.
Around 5,000 shielded people across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough are receiving a national food delivery over the course of this week.
Keeping everyone connected
The Covid-19 outbreak has made us all more reliant on phone networks and internet services to keep in touch, which is why they are designated as ‘critical’ services by the Government. It’s vital that people can keep connected especially at a time when we are being asked to stay at home and practise social distancing.
Mobile phones or landlines are particularly essential for vulnerable people who are self-isolating, and those without internet access, to get food, medicines and other support they need. Many people are also facing financial uncertainty and the more vulnerable members of our communities may need a bit of extra help.
The UK’s major mobile and internet service providers have responded to this by offering a range of support for all their customers, including concessions for NHS frontline workers, the most vulnerable and people in financial hardship due to the Covid-19 situation.
Connecting Cambridgeshire, the digital connectivity programme led by Cambridgeshire County Council, is working with telecoms operators to improve broadband and mobile coverage across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, and has put together a Quick Guide to help available from the mobile networks which is summarised below.
Help for everyone to stay connected:
· All phone users can get free access to all NHS UK online websites with data allowances unaffected, and free calls to NHS 111 and the Non-Emergency 101 service to the Police
· NHS frontline staff, who are existing customers, can get mobile data access, voice calls and texts at no extra cost when using their personal mobiles for work
· Vulnerable patients can get generous data allowances to use their mobile phones for video consultations with doctors and health staff
· People finding it difficult to pay their phone bill as a result of Covid-19 can get support if they inform their provider
· Vulnerable people – such as those who are Shielded - can get generous mobile and landline packages to ensure they remain connected, including data boosts at low prices and free calls from their landline or mobile, whether on contract or ‘pay as you go’.
· All providers will remove all data allowance caps on all current fixed broadband services.
· Vulnerable customers or those self-isolating will receive alternative methods of communication where possible if priority repairs to fixed broadband and landlines cannot be carried out. 
Visit the Connecting Cambridgeshire Getting Superfast webpage to check if you can get superfast broadband, and follow the steps to upgrade, or find out about the options

	Safeguarding Reminder
Children’s Safeguarding 
If you are concerned that a child may be suffering physical, sexual or emotional abuse or neglect or is at risk of significant harm you should contact Children’s Services using one of the following: • Cambridgeshire children: 0345 045 5203 ReferralCentre.children@cambridgeshire.gov.uk • Peterborough children: 01733 864180 • Out of Hours Emergency Duty Team (EDT): 01733 234724 If you are a professional you can report a safeguarding concern using the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Safeguarding Referral Form. All telephone referrals will need to be followed up in writing within 24 hours by the referring professional. 
Adult Safeguarding 
If you have concerns for an Adult, you should contact Adult Services using one of the following: Cambridgeshire County Council • Telephone: 0345 045 5202 • Email: referral.centre-adults@cambridgeshire.gov.uk Peterborough City Council • Telephone: 01733 747474 • Email: adultsocialcare@peterborough.gov.uk Between Monday to Thursday 5pm to 8am and Friday 4pm to Monday 8am, adult safeguarding concerns can be directed to the Emergency Duty Team (EDT) – 01733 234724

	








District Report: May 2020
Cllr. Richard Williams

District Council Business
District Council committees are beginning to meet again and the first meeting of the Full Council since February will take place later in May. The Planning Committee will meet three times in May and twice in June to help clear the backlog in cases that has built up during the Covid outbreak and as a result of difficulties with the scheme of delegation (as outlined in my March Report, see further below). A letter from the head of Planning for the GC Shared Planning Service dated 7th May was received by the Parish Council containing a welcome commitment to the 21 day consultation period during current period of disruption. 
Scheme of Delegation 
The Full Council meeting is likely to be asked to approve a new scheme of delegation for South Cambs at its May meeting. The options before the Council are likely to include a scheme where all requests by Parish Councils to ‘call in’ applications to the full planning committee are considered by the Head of Planning for approval or rejection and a scheme whereby a ‘call in’ request by a Parish Council will result in more automatic consideration by the Committee. I will keep the Parish Council updated on the scheme adopted by the Council.

Greater Cambridge Local Plan
As members know from the recent letter received from the planning department, the first report on the January/February consultation on the new GC Local Plan will be prepared for June 2020. I understand that a large number of sites have been suggested for potential development as part of the Local Plan process, with at least one site put forward in every Parish. Of course at this stage no formal decisions have been taken and the Council is simply processing the results of the consultation. We will, however, want to be vigilant in scrutinising suggestions for development in the Parish when details of submissions/the consultation are published. 
Covid
Community Groups and Residents
The District Council has been active in supporting community groups through its system of ‘patch leads’. I have kept in regular contact with the lead for our area who has been pleased with the work being undertaken in the village to support residents where this is necessary. 
(I will update separately about the Community Fund and activities of volunteers in the village). 
Council tax support: The issue of further support for residents struggling to pay council tax has been raised with the Council. No new schemes for support have been forthcoming, but residents should raise concerns with Council and may be able to access support previously outlined in the April Report (see https://www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/support-for-residents/#A1)
Businesses
The District Council has been distributing Government support grants for small business. Businesses are eligible for a grant if they were registered for business rates in March 2020 and are in receipt of business rates relief or support.  As of the start of May, over 80% of businesses in the District thought to be eligible had received a grant (£20 million was allocated to the District by Central Government). I have followed up with a number of local businesses and organisations who were identified as likely to be eligible for a grant but who had not applied. The majority of those businesses have now applied for and obtained a grant. 
Details of the support available for businesses are helpfully summarised at:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/
Travel Hub
The GCP plan to establish a ‘Whittlesford Transport Investment Strategy Community Group’ to feed into the on-going plans for the Station should get off the ground in June or July. It is likely that the meeting will be held virtually. The Parish Council should have been contacted by the GCP about taking part in the Group. A strong local voice in the process is essential and we must take every opportunity to push the interests of the village. 

Uttlesford Local Plan
As members of the Parish Council know, Uttlesford DC has withdrawn its proposed Local Plan following a critical report by the Inspectors. The Council will be working towards a new plan for submission in 2023.
Community Wardens
The 2020-21 call for bids to set up new community warden schemes was due to be launched in April 2020 but was paused in light of the Covid outbreak. The new call for bids is now likely to be launched in late May/June and the Parish Council will be contacted about this in due course.  



















ITEM 11. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR MONTH 2 
ACCOUNTS (MONTH 2)    15TH APRIL – 12TH MAY 2020
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Parish Cemetery                                                                            140.00
Maynards Open Space                                                                 140.00
Allotments & Community Orchard                                            160.00
Peoples Pension (Employee Contribution)                                 62.46
Peoples Pension (Employer Contribution)                                 31.23
Parish Clerk Salary (52 hrs inc of allowance)                           802.91  Chq 100254
Clerks PAYE to HMRC                                                                       6.71  Chq 100255
Lewis Tree Surgery (Fallen tree on footpath)                          200.00  Chq 100256
Cambridge Water (Allotments)                                                  139.89  Chq 100257
Cambridge Water (Parish Church)                                               16.03  Chq 100258
Lawn Trust Annual Maintenance Grant                                5,000.00  Chq 100259
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                   £6,699.23
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
1st quarter Precept payment – SCDC                                  17,500.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                            £17,500.00
MONTHLY REPORT ON THE ZERO CARBON GRANT EXPENDITURE
Simpsons Nurseries                                                                     140.40
Philamore Garden Centre                                                           269.89
Harefield Nurseries                                                                      250.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE                                               £660.29
Money available £2,950.71 from £3,611.00 Grant Money Received
WHITTLESFORD COMMUNITY FUND
TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED TO DATE                                 £3,462.00 
ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
Chairman Arthur Greaves to formally write to Ruben Storey to thank him for all his hard work over the last year in his community litter picking project which has been part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Correspondence received from a resident asking to remind other parishioners to clear up after their dogs as an increase of dog excrement has been reported on footpaths. A formal post was published to the Parish Council Facebook page.
Following correspondence from the District Council where they advised all Parish Councils that this years Precept was to be paid in quarterly payments, they have now sent further correspondence to say that the financial situation is now looking far better than previously expected and they will pay the second quarter payment in July followed by the remainder in September.
The Parish Council had received an offer from CAPALC to subscribe to Zoom.
The Parish Council agreed that Zoom was something that has become vitally important to carry out its monthly meetings and is likely to continue to be used for many months. The Parish Council is very grateful to Councillor Will Thomas for keeping us connected, but the Parish Council agreed to take up the offer and subscribe to its own package. Clerk to action this.
The Parish Council received correspondence from the Lawn Trust asking if the Section 106 money was still available for Art work. The Lawn Trust is looking to have a tree that would otherwise need to be felled, but instead  to have the tree carved, this would give the old tree a new lease of life and a feature to the Lawn.
Chairman Arthur Greaves to write a report for publication in the June edition of LOOK to ask for suggestions from any Clubs, Societies and individuals from the village for ideas on how to spend the Section 106 money that was received from Welch’s Transport. 
Any ideas and suggestions must be a one off and unique.
Closing date will be set for the end of July and the Parish Council would be looking to have a few different projects benefit rather than just one. 
Ideas, suggestions and applications giving a brief description, a photo or drawing where possible and a rough costing of the project can be sent to the Parish Clerk at:  parishclerk@whittlesford.org 
The Parish Council had received further correspondence from the Chairman of the Lawn trust regarding the reopening of the tennis courts following the government update of outdoor exercise. Whilst the open space is now permitted for use the paly area is to remain closed off. 
The same applies to the Newton Road Open Space where the play area remains closed to the public until further guidelines are released. However the open space itself at Newton Road is open for general use of exercise.
Chairman reported on correspondence received from IWM where they had confirmed that the Flying Legends Air Show scheduled for July had been cancelled. IWM are looking at the possibilities of holding a 3 day event in September. This is yet to be confirmed. 
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next parish council meeting is Tuesday 9th June 2020
