WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2020
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL – 7.30PM

PRESENT – Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Jan Holmes, Kirsty Davis, Tim Teversham, Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 54 members of the public. 
Chairman Arthur Greaves opened the meeting by congratulating Richard Williams on being elected as our new District Councillor in a recent by-election, and to Peter McDonald on being elected as our new County Councillor. We look forward to working with them both.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Will Thomas, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick and Ken Macdonald.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Kirsty Davis declared an interest in the planning application at 23 Butts Green and did not take part in any discussion or vote on its outcome.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 11th February were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
None
ITEM 5. TO DISCUSS PARKING ISSUES AT STATION ROAD
We were joined by Emma Hilson and Chris Wiseman from Cambridgeshire Police and George Hay, the County Highways Enforcement Officer to discuss parking issues at both Station & Royston Road.
The Parish Council had received 16 emails from residents of Station and Royston Road prior to the meeting, and the meeting was well attended by the remaining residents. 
On behalf of Cambridgeshire Police Emma Hilson explained that the police force just do not have the resources to ticket illegal parking at the station, and it has become very apparent that the commuters are also aware that tickets are not being issued and therefore they take chances and continue to park on the yellow lines, causing obstructions to residents driveways in an unacceptable and inconsiderate manner.
It was agreed to try some other approaches like regularly leaflet dropping the vehicles and perhaps some improved signage, one option was to offer a parking space in residents driveways, but would this just free up more space on the road for yet another commuter. 
The Parish Council was advised by the County highways enforcement to contact Richard Preston from the Greater Cambridge Partnership to try and find a positive solution to the problem.
It is hoped that Richard Preston will be available to attend a parish council meeting in the very near future.

ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
A resident reported a horrid smell and claimed that Pedleys were burning mdf.
This report was previously followed up by Peter Topping with a visit from the environmental health at South Cambs and report showed no evidence of this.
The condition of the Duxford Road footpath was once again raised and the parish council confirmed it was next on the list to be done in the county highways new financial year.    
HEDGEROWS & BOUNDERIES
Following a report in the February edition of LOOK from the property owner of the Pond House regarding the large puddle that forms outside the property,  a resident again questioned the hedgerow at the same property with claims that it is still overgrown and the pavement is still narrowed which forces you to walk in the road. 
The Parish Council were asked again to intervene in reminding residents to keep all trees and hedges cut back to their boundary and not to let hedgerows encroach onto the public highway, pavement or footpath in any way.  
The Owner or occupier of a property has a legal responsibility under section 154 of the Highways Act 1980 to ensure that the ‘public highway’ adjacent to their property is not obstructed by any form of vegetation. 

ITEM 7. TO CONFIRM DATE & SET AGENDA FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
To avoid any further date clashes with the Whittlewomen and the annual parish meeting it was agreed that the APM would be held on Tuesday 26th May.
In preparation for the APM, the following draft agenda was set and chairman called for annual reports to be completed and sent to the clerk in early April, ready for LOOK publication in early May.
The agenda was to include how to spend the section 106 money awarded from Welch’s Transport, which is for Arts & Heritage.
It was suggested that an additional page for May’s edition of LOOK  could be included in the LOOK supplement for anyone else who might not be able to attend the APM, but would still like to give a suggestion as to how the 106 money is spent.
As in previous years, the parish council has sponsored the William Westley PTA to serve refreshments at the APM.
The Parish Council pay for the refreshments and pay the PTA the sum of £100. 
DRAFT AGENDA FOR APM

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
will be held on Tuesday 26th May 2020
at the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend
Refreshments will be provided 
AGENDA
ITEM 1. Apologies for absence
ITEM 2. Signing of the minutes of the APM held on Tuesday 21st May 2019
ITEM 3. Chairman’s Report – Arthur Greaves
ITEM 4. County & District Reports
ITEM 5. Open forum – An opportunity for registered electors of the parish of Whittlesford to raise any matters in relation to their community
ITEM 6. To discuss Section 106 money awarded from the Welch’s Transport development for Arts & Heritage. Suggestions Welcome. 
ITEM 7. Date of next meeting – TBC

ITEM 8. PLANNING REPORT 
20/01052/HFUL – 46 Duxford Road – Two storey & single storey rear extension. The Parish Council had no recommendation. 
S/0149/20/FL – 23 Butts Green – To create a new 2 storey/2 bedroom dwelling
(Resubmission of – S/4447/18/FL). The Parish Council had no recommendation. 
S/3775/19/AD (SCDC) – Sawston Trade Park – Advertisement Consent info only.
20/01016/FUL – Harefield Nursery Newton Road – Erection of dwelling.
No formal plans have been received.







ITEM 9. COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT – Councillor Peter McDonald

South Cambs District Council
Operational Performance – Call Answering
Some significant improvements here – call answering now down to 1m 10s.
[image: ]
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s115434/Appendix%20A%20-%20Operational%20Key%20Performance%20Indicator%20Report.pdf

Revenue Account Expenditure
Generally positive picture on expenditure here which will mean a surplus vs a £400k deficit in May 2018.
https://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s115456/Appendices.pdf

New taxi licensing policy will see CCTV installed as standard and improve air quality across South Cambridgeshire
A new taxi licensing policy for South Cambridgeshire aims to improve air quality and increase the safety of passengers and drivers.
South Cambridgeshire District Council will adopt the new policy from 1 April 2020.
CCTV will need to be installed in all vehicles as standard, to provide a consistent safeguarding approach. Meanwhile, a number of changes have been approved that will ensure taxis are greener, supporting the Council’s commitment to become a net-zero carbon district before 2050. 
They key points to highlight from the new policy are: 
· From 31 March 2021, CCTV will be a mandatory requirement for all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles without exception.
· From 1 December 2021, new licences will only be granted to taxis that are ultra-low or zero emission.
· From 1 December 2021, licences will not be granted for taxis older than nine years.
· From 1 December 2028, renewed licences will only be granted to taxis that are ultra-low or zero emission. 
The initial consultation on the draft policy took place from July to September 2019. In November a decision was taken to run a further consultation to consider additional issues raised by members of the trade. 
During the vote councillors agreed to report at least once per year on the frequency of requests to the Council to access the footage.
£5million investment in Climate Emergency
£5 million has been pledged in South Cambridgeshire to tackle the “global climate emergency”.
The new multi-million pound investment follows the Council spending around £1.5 million on improving Council homes last year and provided around £100,000 to 19 initiatives under the Council’s Zero Carbon Communities grants scheme.
In 2018 the Council declared a climate emergency and pledged to reach net zero carbon by 2050.
To help move toward that goal the Council plans to invest in 2020-21:
· a further £100,000 on Zero Carbon Community grants for community initiatives to cut carbon emissions and tackle climate change
· £1.9 million ‘greening’ its offices to cut energy bills and show others how they could go green
· a further £1.3 million on improving energy efficiency of Council homes
· £1.3 million replacing 1,800 District Council owned streetlights with LEDs to reduce energy consumption by 60%
· Around £400,000 on an electric bin lorry to see whether it is viable to shift from a diesel to an all-electric fleet
In 2020-21 the Council expects to generate over £3.5 million from investments which will be spent on local services and help offset cuts to their funding by central Government.
Deadline to apply for funding for VE Day commemorations extended
Ahead of VE Day on Friday 8 May, South Cambridgeshire communities are being invited to apply for up to £1,000 to mark the 75th anniversary, with the deadline to apply being extended until 15 March.
VE (Victory in Europe) Day is an opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice, courage and determination of those at home and abroad who gave so much for their country during World War II. The Council is inviting people to apply for a Community Chest grant to fund projects that will help residents remember the guns falling silent at the end of the war.
The Community Chest Grant Scheme is open to voluntary and community groups based in South Cambridgeshire for one-off costs for projects that leave a legacy, such as a commemorative bench or plaque or a memorial in the centre of a village. 
Applications can be made until 7 May, but those received after 15 March will not be able to receive funds prior to VE Day on 8 May. Visit our Community Chest page for more information or to apply. 
The Council has funded the Community Chest scheme since 2011, handing out more than £550,000 in grants to local good causes in that time.
Local Developments - Latest Status:
Royston to Granta Park aka A505 Study 
Next stage Mon March 9th meeting.
Wellcome Genome Campus (AgriTech): 
Hinxton and myself met with Tom Clarke and Toby Williams. I will now have a meeting with Stephen K/Toby and our Leader Bridget ref the Housing Covenants for local workers to ensure tenure properties do not come to the open market. Meanwhile I will re-engage the County discussion on infrastructure. 
Huawei
Expected to come to Planning in April/May. 
Cambridgeshire County Report
County Council Meeting - Budget 2020/21 to 2024/25 
On 11thFeb the Council approved an unbalanced budget including a £4 million deficit, while increasing Council Tax by 1.59% instead of by the permitted 1.99%.  At the beginning of this financial year the potential gap was £21 million, so over the year the Council has had to make savings of £17 million to reduce the potential shortfall. Whilst some efficiencies have undoubtedly been justified, they have made dramatic cuts to Adult services (-£5.8m), to Highways and to Children’s Services (-£6.3m). You will all be aware that our Local Highways Officer has been unable to commission work for lack of funds. Many Councillors report waiting years for simple maintenance jobs to be completed. 
At a liaison meeting on 20 February with the Clinical Care Commissioning Group and Healthwatch, County colleagues heard some stern words of warning about the impact of the new Adult Social Care charges.   Council finance remains in critical state, as seen for example in new controversial and complex charges to vulnerable people receiving Adult Social Care that will save the council £3.4 million over the next two years.  
At full Council both main opposition parties (Lib Dems and Labour) proposed increasing Council Tax for 2020/21 by the maximum amount allowed (1.99%). 
This pattern over recent years (2016-2019) of not raising council tax by small permissible increments, including a sustained period of total council tax freeze, has cost the council £34 million that should have been deployed to prevent this tide of disappearing public services. 
The difference between 1.59% and 1.99% for a Band D home is 11p/week/household which could have added £1.17m to the Council budget this year and £6.39 million over the forward plan period.




Highways – Local Highway Improvement Fund 12/02/2020
Matt Staton the Interim Highway Projects & Road Safety Manager has written to parish councils, asking them to feed back their views on the proposed changes to the LHI schedule.   He asks parishes to feed back to your County Councillor in the first instance. I wondering if you will you be able to prepare bids ready to submit between 1 April and 31 May 2020?
“Dear Councillor,
IMPORTANT INFORMATION IN RELATION TO 2021/22 LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT (LHI) APPLICATIONS
Following discussions in relation to the delivery timescales experienced for Local Highway Improvement (LHI) schemes and concerns raised regarding the number of schemes not completed within the financial year for which the funding is allocated it is proposed that the application window for schemes to be delivered in the 2021/22 financial year is brought forward by two months, opening on 1st April 2020 and closing on Sunday 31st May 2020.”
Assuming that the Highways and Infrastructure Committee agree the proposal in March 2020, the schedule will be: 
· May – September 2020 – feasibility studies
· October 2020 – panel meetings
· December 2020 – County Highways and Infrastructure Committee – for approval
· January to March 2021 – design schemes
· 1 April 2021 onwards – delivery of schemes
“If you have any questions or concerns please can I ask that you direct them to your local County Councillor in the first instance, in order that they can inform the committee decision-making process in March 2020.”
Please let me know what you think about the schedule.

Peter McDonald
March 5th 2020.







ITEM 10. DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT – Councillor Richard Williams

DISTRICT REPORT

March 2020


PLANNING

Planning Delegation

Councillors may know that a number of Judicial Review applications have been made against South Cambridgeshire District Council in respect of its management of planning matters. One of the Review applications relates to the way that planning applications are referred to Planning Committee for a decision if this is requested by a Parish Council or Councillor. South Cambs has operated a scheme whereby the Chair of the Planning Committee decided whether a planning application should be ‘called-in’ to the full Committee following a request. It is alleged that it is unlawful for the Chair to exercise this role. 

The Leader of the Council wrote to Parish Councils on 8th January 2020 about proposed changes to the referral scheme that would give the Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development (a Council Officer) the power to decide whether an application would be referred to the Planning Committee in consultation with the Chair of the Planning Committee. It was suggested in the letter that an application could be automatically referred to the Planning Committee in the event of a disagreement between the Chair of the Committee and the Joint Director of Planning. 

At the Planning Committee meeting on 12th February the Committee was asked to approve a new ‘scheme of delegation’. Six options were put forward for the Committee to consider with the first option proposing that the Joint Director of Planning make the decision of which applications were to come to Committee in consultation with the Chair, but without any provision for referral to Committee in the event of disagreement between the Director and the Chair. Legal advice had apparently been received by the Council that it was not possible for the Chair of the Planning Committee to have a formal decision-making role on the question of whether a particular application would be ‘called in’ to the Committee. A majority of Committee members voted to approve the first proposal but a full review of the Council’s scheme of delegation was also agreed. 

However, the legality of the decision of the Planning Committee to change the Council’s scheme of delegation was challenged at the full Council on 20th February on the basis that such a change can only be made by the full Council. Councillors were subsequently notified that the proposed new scheme of delegation will be brought to the full Council meeting on 2nd April for approval. 

I will of course make Parish Councils aware of the outcome of this meeting. I will be pushing for as much democratic involvement in the planning process as possible to ensure that the ability of Parish Councils and individual Councillors to ‘call-in’ applications is not inhibited. I would welcome views from Parish Councillors on this in preparation for the meeting on 2nd April. 
TAXIS
A new taxi policy has been adopted unanimously by members of the South Cambs. Under the new policy, CCTV will be compulsory in taxis. This is a welcome improvement for public safety. Another requirement in the new policy is a timetable for taxis to become 100% ultra-low or zero emission vehicles by 1st December 2028. I think this is a great way of helping to reduce emissions. 
VE DAY
The deadline to apply for grants in relation to celebrations of the 70th Anniversary of VE day is 15th March. Grants can go towards one-off costs for projects that leave a legacy, such as a commemorative bench or plaque or a memorial in the centre of a village.

VILLAGE MATTERS
Station Road West – I have asked the District to clean the end of Station Road adjacent to the railway station where a lot of mud has accumulated. 
Decaying manhole on Mill Lane – I have asked the District to investigate and arrange for repair of the manhole cover on the green space on Mill Lane next to the junction with The Lawn (about 100yds before the school). The manhole is on District land.
Whittlesford Travel Hub – I will be meeting the GCP to discuss plans for the Travel Hub later this week. 
Parking – Last week I met Anthony Browne MP to discuss parking problems across the village.  

Richard Williams






ITEM 11. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR MONTH 12
12TH FEBRUARY – 10TH MARCH 2020 (MONTH 12)

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Parish Cemetery Maintenance                               140.00   S/O
Maynards Open Space                                             140.00   S/O
Allotments & Community Orchard                        160.00   S/O
Peoples Pension Employer Contributions              35.69   S/O
Peoples Pension Employees Contribution               7.14   S/O
Barclays Business Charges (Out)                              15.30 – Debited
Clerks Stationery items (Black ink)                          25.44 – Debit Card
Clerks Stationery items (Colour ink)                        41.55 – Debit Card
Clerks Stationery items (postage stamps)                8.52 – Debit Card
Clerks tape to close off play area                               6.99 – Debit Card
Clerks Salary (32 hrs)                                                438.94 – CHQ –100238
Clerks work from home allowance                          53.50 – CHQ – 100239
NP Admin                                                                     85.50 – CHQ – 100240
Memorial Hall Room Hire                                        245.00 – CHQ – 100241 
LOOK Magazine (monthly reports)                        420.00 – CHQ –100242 
Community Orchard (tree maintenance)             350.00 – CHQ – 100243 
Simpsons Nurseries Ltd (Tree Group)                    140.40 – CHQ – 100244 
Philmore Garden Centre (Tim Stone)                     269.89 – Debit Card
Parish Cemetery (15/3/19)                                      140.00 – S/O
Maynards Open Space (15/3/19)                           140.00 – S/O
Allotments & Comm Orchard (15/3/19)               160.00 – S/O
[bookmark: _GoBack]TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                £2,603.86
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Interest from NS & I account            480.42
Cemetery (plot reservation)             225.00
Barclays Business Interest (In)              0.93                   
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 12 - £706.35
VAT – The Vat for Month 12 is £23.40

Two Cheques remained uncashed, one in month 11 and one in month 12. Both amounts have been deducted from accounts paid and will be carried over to month 1 for payment. 
We received an income of £480.42 from interest on the NS & I account. 
[bookmark: _Hlk36818248]The NS & I account at close of business on 1st April was £73,880.72.
The Barclays account at the close of business on 1st April was £39,619.40.
Total monies held at the close of the financial year is £113,500.12.
All Petty Cash was repaid into the bank together will all allotments rents etc therefore there was No Petty cash to carry forward at the close of this financial year.
Total VAT to be claimed back for the financial year on behalf of the parish council is £2,828.83.

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE  None

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The date of the next parish council meeting is Tuesday 14th April 2020
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