WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES 
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2019

ITEM 1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Jan Holmes
ITEM 2. Declaration of interest
None
ITEM 3. Signing of the minutes
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 were signed as a true record
ITEM 4. Matters arising 
None
ITEM 5. Open Forum
It was reported that three sheds were broken into at the parish council allotments at Newton Road. Clerk has notified all allotment holders of the break ins and it was suggested that allotment holders do not keep any valuable tools in their sheds over the winter months when the allotments are unoccupied.
It was reported that a speed limit roundel and post has fallen and is currently lying in the grass verge on North Road, close to the village sign.
This is to be reported to highways for immediate attention.
A report of a broken street light at Maynards. It is believed to have been damaged by contractors working close by.
Clerk will establish if it is county or district owned and report it for repair.


ITEM 6. Proposed Cycleway Closure
The parish council discussed the situation regarding footpath 9 and the permissive cycleway that runs along it. The chairman explained in response to questions from the public that the footpath was being resurfaced as part of a section 106 agreement with some residents in Church Close. The work would probably take less time than advertised but the council usually built in some leeway in case bad weather delayed completion.
County Councillor Topping outlined the county's request for local input into consideration of whether the route should not be available to cyclists. The parish council made the following points in discussion:
- recognised the path was narrow and there was potential risk of collision 
- would prefer to see the county take mitigation to reduce those risks rather than see the path closed to cyclists
- would not support physical barriers to impede cyclists as this would make the path unavailable to wheelchair users, people pushing buggies etc.
Parish clerk to send this view to Mike Davies, the officer dealing with the matter.

ITEM 7. Update on the Neighbourhood Plan
Neighbourhood Plan – Statement from Councillor Toppings report to the parish council.
I believe that the plan is almost ready for presentation to the village and I think that after all the hard work of the steering committee over the last few years now is the time for the parish council to formally own the plan. Accordingly I am stepping down as the chair of the steering group.
This is now for the parish council to take the plan to the village and publicise it, run some soft consultation, take on board any comments and make any adjustments before putting it to South Cambs for a second health check and then the referendum. Foxton neighbourhood plan is at about the same stage - a number of plans in nearby villages have stalled and there is no need for this to happen at Whittlesford. It is a distinctive plan not one taken from off the shelf. 
I would like to thank the members of the steering group: Alan Oswald, Martin Livermore, Ken Winterbottom, Pamela Freeman, Ashely Arborn and Tim Stone for their hard work and assistance at many evening meetings, and to our two admin supporters, Jo Denny and Trudi Davidson, for their hard work.
Chairman of the Parish Council – Arthur Greaves will now chair the steering group.
ITEM 8. Update on the Duxford Neighbours Forum 
IWM DUXFORD NEIGHBOURS FORUM REPORT – TIM TEVERSHAM

A meeting was held for the Duxford neighbours forum on 20th November at the IWM. Attended by representatives from the Airfield and neighbouring village parish councils.
 Marshalls are still looking at the three sites, Duxford, Wyton and Canfield. No decision has been reached yet but it is hoped to bring the choice down to two. Duxford is hampered with the A505 giving access limitations and the lack of available area for expansion. The Marshalls proposal does not include all the activities currently being carried out on the Cambridge site, just the aircraft maintenance side of the business. 
 Cambridgeshire is currently carrying out a study looking at the A505 and solutions. IWM met with Highways England,  options will be clear in spring 2020. Highways England are unwilling to commit until it has completed other projects in the area, namely the A14. It was made clear that duelling the A505 in its current position is not possible because of lack of space next to listed buildings. 
 The Gonville and Cauis Avtec park will have a revised plan due for release early 2020. IWM are sympathetic with this proposal as it is a best fit for their requirements. 
 Plans for the hotel development will be submitted to the planning committee in December, but may run into January. With no major objections lodged, contracts have been exchanged with the developer and work will begin in the new year, pending planning permission. 
 The masterplan is working on connecting narratives and themes across the site, with the aim to appeal to all ages. The Battle of Britain ops rooms will reopen in July 2020. Hanger 4 will be the next focus of redevelopment. 
 2019 has seen the most successful airshow season ever. Aided by the Daks over Duxford event, which expected to attract 5,000 to 10,000 people, actually received 24,000. The May airshow also received 24,000, Flying Legends 32,000 and the Battle of Britain event in September attracted 38,000. The IWM found very positive responses with the refocus on accessibility and will continue this in 2020. The IWM Director said they are very serious about reducing traffic in the surrounding areas on airshow days, and are considering the ecological impact these events create. 
 Advance ticket sales will continue in 2020 and the IWM have reduced on site parking by 2,000 vehicles, which will ease traffic congestion. 5,000 people used busses at the September airshow, this number will hopefully rise next year. IWM will continue to be supported by police motorcyclists as this is very effective in moving stationary traffic. IWM have been working with local landowners to plant hedgerows in an effort to deter people trespassing on their properties. 
 There were three reported incidents of noise from aircraft flying out of Duxford. One DC3 flew over a Duxford villagers residents house at legal height. Two complaints were received from Whittlesford, one involved a Yale aircraft flying over a residents house, and another involved a new resident to the village having an aircraft fly over their property, which happens to be under the flight path.
 Airshow tickets are on sale now for 2020, dates are :-

 VE day 75th anniversary May 24th and 25th

Flying Legends June tbc

80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain 19th and 20th September.

ITEM 9. To approve the Precept for 2020/21 and various other items discussed following on from Finance Meeting of 26th November 2019

Following the recent finance meeting held on 26th November where the majority of councillors voted to increase the precept within a range of £8,000 - £15,000.
After much discussion the chairman proposed that the precept was raised by £10,000 this was seconded by Vice Chair Tim Teversham.
The increase is required to stay within budget and the chairman suggested that he writes an article for the Look magazine to notify the parishioners of why another increase is needed.

All councillors present also approved to purchase 3 fixed speed monitors and the suggested locations were Duxford Road / Moorfield Road, North Road and Newton and or Hill Farm Road.
Costings are approx. £2,500 per unit. This will be funded from section 106 money held in the NS & I account.
ITEM 10. Planning Report 
The following applications were discussed
S/2928/19/LB – Building 10 IWM – Consultation Amendment only
S/2927/19/FL – Building 10 IWM – Internal Refurbishment - Supports
S/3449/19/FL – 2 Knights Orchard – Withdrawn letter
S/4121/19/TP – 16 Scotts Gardens – Tree (Parish consultation)
S/3969/19/FL – 99 Duxford Road – Single storey side and rear extension 
                              No Objections. 
S/3977/19/FL – Cambridge Assessment – Alterations to layout of Car Park C
                             No Objections.
S/4020/19/DC – Sawston Trade Park – Discharge of Condition only
S/3914/19/DC – Sawston Trade Park – Discharge of Condition (Contamination)
S/3915/19/DC – Sawston Trade Park – Discharge of condition 45 (Evidence of implemented electric vehicle charging points)
S/3891/19/FL – 32 Mill Lane – 2 storey and rear extension 
                             No Recommendation, however there are concerns over
                             Blocking light to neighbouring property.
S/3858/19/FL – 2 Whiskins – Single storey rear extension – No Objections



ITEM 11. County & District Report – Councillor Topping
Report to Whittlesford Parish Council for December 2019 
Post Office and shop sign
I have asked the district council planning officers what permission might be needed as if say a second finger was added to the existing sign post that directs people to the church this might be the best solution.
Concrete footings being put in at Middlemoor Road
As agreed at the last parish council meeting I asked the district planning enforcement team to inspect the work being done by the landowner to put in what appears to be concerted standing for some garages. The team have visited and will monitor the situation but there isn't any breach of regulations 
Granta Processors
I have asked the MD how they are getting on with plans to move the whole business to a location that is less residential than the bottom of Mill Lane. I also raised concerns about large lorry traffic along Mill Lane visiting the site. They have moved some elements of the business over to Linton and they have consolidated deliveries to try to reduce the volume of traffic that comes across and down past the school. There operating hours are 7.30 to 4.30 though they do start earlier during harvest time. Their ambition would be to move to the highways depot site to the east of the station if and when that site comes up. If there are specific issues to do with lorries going to the site and causing obstruction then they would be happy to try to address is. I suggest that the school governors are asked about any issues raised by parents to see if this is necessary.
Neighbourhood Plan
I believe that the plan is almost ready for presentation to the village and I think that after all the hard work of the steering committee over the last few years now is the time for the parish council to formally own the plan. Accordingly I am stepping down as the chair of the steering group.
This is now for the parish council to take the plan to the village and publicise it, run some soft consultation, take on board any comments and make any adjustments before putting it to South Cambs for a second health check and then the referendum. Foxton neighbourhood plan is at about the same stage - a number of plans in nearby villages have stalled and there is no need for this to happen at Whittlesford. It is a distinctive plan not one taken from off the shelf. 
I would like to thank the members of the steering group: Alan Oswald, Martin Livermore, Ken Winterbottom, Pamela Freeman, Ashely Arborn and Tim Stone for their hard work and assistance at many evening meetings, and to our two admin supporters, Jo Denny and Trudi Davidson, for their hard work.
Parking at the station
As this is on the agenda for January I will be brief. I have written again to the police urging them to put Chris Wiseman our PCSO on ticketing duties for the one hour during the day that the yellow lines system is intended to make parking illegal. I have said how concerned people are about the free for all down there. Whatever the longer term solution such as getting south Cambs to bid to be a civil enforcement authority, at the moment the police are the only people who can issue tickets.
I have also raised with the station - via Alan Neville the Customer Engagement Manager for the network - the problems with NCP dishing out tickets when people park near the station because commuters are using the short stay parking bays. He has asked NCP to enforce their bit of the station parking and as unlike the police any tickets they issue go to that company and not into central government, I am sure they will do this. But the unwelcome consequence of NCP being more proactive is don't take a chance pulling in near the station or you might get a ticket from them!
Bid for local highways initiative money 2019
Marie and I will be meeting James Toombs - the county highways project manager - to set out what we want doing on Hill Farm Road in terms of speed restriction to better understand why the county council projects costs seem to have gone up so much and to make sure we are not being asked to pay for those things that the county should pay for in its maintenance budget such as white lines and speed limit roundels. I have also asked John O'Brien from county highways when the land at Moorfield Road will be cleared up - although to be fair to the county this was something that the developers should have tidied up so I want the council to do the tidying up and then bill the developers!
Cycleway at Church Close 
My understanding is that the county council is considering closing the pathway running from Church Close to CYCLISTS while keeping it open to pedestrians. I have had different reports as to the instigation for this proposal. It is fair to say that the county itself is seeking guidance from the local community on what to do. On the one hand the cycle path is a convenient route on those occasions that the churchyard route is closed because of a service, and there have not been any accidents reported on is route in the past 20 years. On the other 
hand, the path is narrow and has some sharp corners and so there is a risk to pedestrians from a fast moving and inattentive cyclist. 
As your county councillor, I have asked the county council what risk mitigation could be considered viable rather than see the route closed. Mr Mike Davies is the senior county officer dealing with the matter. Any recommendation to close the route would go to the transport and environment committee for agreement. 
In other news....
The consultation on the plans for Whittlesford Train Station aka the rural travel hub - will go to the Greater Cambridge Partnership in Feb/Mar next year and there is some keenness to get this going, not least because the GCP has to show that it is spending the money that the govt gave it five years ago!
The south Cambs five year land supply figure stands at 5.3 and there have been some appeals recently from developers that MIGHT see the planning inspector conclude that the district does not have a five years land supply. This would not be good as it would open up land for developers to chance there arm on. A Neighbourhood Plan is a protection however against such an eventuality.
The county and district councils had a little spat about the A505 working group which is overseeing the study into how to improve that road - hopefully future meetings will be constructive as this matters to all the villages along this arterial route.
I went on local radio to say how the Hinxton Genome development planning decision was not a good result especially as none of the 400 houses to be built there will be available for anyone who doesn't work for the Genome Centre.
Merry Christmas to the parish council and to the village.🎄 
Peter T – 07825 876582 peterwwtopping@gmail.com





ITEM 12. ACCOUNTS
THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS WERE APPROVED
13th NOVEMBER – 10th DECEMBER 2019 (MONTH 9)

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Parish Cemetery Contract                                            140.00 – S/O 
Maynards Open Space                                                  140.00 – S/O
Allotments & Community Orchard                             160.00 – S/O
Peoples Pension (Employers contributions)                35.69 – S/O
Peoples Pension (Employees contribution)                   7.14 – S/O
Barclays Bank Charges                                                    18.05 –Debit
Parish Clerk Salary (32 hrs)                                          438.94 – CHQ 100221
Parish Clerk (Work from home allowance)                 53.50 – CHQ 100222 
Neighbourhood Plan Admin                                        159.25 – CHQ 100223 
One.Com (NP Website Domain Renewal)                  34.74 -   Debit Card
Cambridgeshire County Council                              3,175.97 – CHQ 100224
(Street Lighting – 1/10/18 – 30/09/19)
United Reform Church – Room hire                            25.00 – CHQ 100225
Cambridgeshire Acre Subscription Renewal              57.00 – CHQ 100226  
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                    £4,445.28
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Allotment rents                                                             398.75
Barclays Business Interest (In)                                        1.81
[bookmark: _GoBack]TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                   £400.56
VAT – There is NO Vat for Month 9
ITEM 13. Correspondence
Correspondence received from highways relating to the upcoming presentations for the LHI projects in January.
Proposals for Richard Williams and Kirsty Davis to present the parish councils bid on 15th January at the Whittlesford depot.
Councillor Topping has arranged a site meeting with the highways engineer to clarify what can be done to help slow down the traffic at Hill Farm Road.

ITEM 14. Date of next meeting 
 Tuesday 14th January 2020
