


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2020 

PRESENT  Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Michael Kilpatrick, Will Thomas, Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann & 5 members of the public were present.

Chairman Arthur Greaves opened the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New Year and went on to announce that he had received an email from Peter Topping on 1st January 2020 resigning his positions from Parish, District and County council with immediate effect. Chairman and councillors expressed how sorry they were to see Peter go but wished him well in his move to Northumberland. It is believed that a bye election will be held sometime in February. 
District Councillor for Duxford Peter McDonald was also in attendance and was happy to help answer any questions or queries we have whilst in the process of appointing a new councillor.
Parish Clerk to complete the necessary paperwork to South Cambs and publish the Notice of Vacancy. (As attached to minutes). 
[bookmark: _Hlk30511808]Once confirmation from South Cambs is received to say that no election is to be called, we will be able to co-opt the position.

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Kirsty Davis and Tim Teversham
Michael Kilpatrick gave advance apologies for absence for meeting of 10th March.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 10th December 2019 were signed as a true record.

ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
2 Whiskins – planning Ref : S/3858/19/FL
The parish council discussed a planning application at 2 Whiskins at last meeting in December. The property is a bungalow and the planning application was for a single storey extension. The Parish Council did not consider there to be any issues with the extension and as no objections were raised by any councillors or members of the public present, we therefore supported the application. The Parish Clerk was later contacted by Hazel Wright (the daughter of the neighbouring property of 1 Whiskins) she was disappointed that the parish council had supported the planning application and went on to say how this would have significant consequences for her 90 year old mother with loss of sunlight to her property should the extension go ahead. 
Peter Topping then contacted the planning officer to advise them of the of the issue raised by the daughter and it was agreed that they would take this into consideration even though the parish had originally supported the application.
An out of action street light outside the property of 105 Duxford Road has been reported for a second time.
Another report has been raised of a trip hazard on the footpath outside 105 Duxford Road, and worsened by the lack of a working street light.
Both of these have been reported to highways for attention.
The 40mph speed roundel on North Road which we believe was knocked over has been sat on the grass verge now for about 6 weeks.
It has been reported 3 times and the parish clerk also asked the highways chap when we met with him at Hill Farm Road to take a look, I can now confirm it is now stood back up but the lump of concrete that should be buried under ground is above soil level, so it has yet again been reported as concerns are that it will no doubt fall over again as it has clearly not been cemented in correctly. 
Just before the Christmas shut down we were alerted by the property owner of the Pond House of a large puddle occurring outside the property. This is a reoccurring issue with the drain outside the property and highways are once again investigating the problem and no doubt will clear the drain.
The Parish Council has also received several complaints regarding the overgrown boundary hedge of 34 & 36 West End that is encroaching onto the public footpath which has reduced the overall width of the path and makes it unsafe for pedestrians to walk along the path without being forced into the road.
Both property owners to be contacted to ask that the hedge be cut back to their boundary.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A member of the public who attended the meeting asked about the recently installed 20mph zone school crossing warning signs along Duxford Road.
Highways are yet to complete the installation of the solar lights to the posts, but this will be a 20mph zone during school drop off and pick up time to help reduce the speed to just 20mph along the stretch between the two posts.
It was suggested that a clearer End of Zone should be clarified. 
A member of the public also in attendance asked that the triangle verge at the junction of Mill Lane / Duxford Road be spruced up as looking very untidy.
The parish council did recall that a tree once stood on that triangle but once the dead tree was removed, it has just been left and it was agreed that it should be tidied up and something without much height be planted there as not to interfere with visibility of pulling out at the junction onto Duxford Road.
A request was also made for the white lining to be restored to the bend of where the High Street goes into West End. Chairman and Clerk are to meet with Highways again soon and this and all other highway matters will be discussed.
A report was received that the flashing light on the zebra crossing is not working. Clerk to report this to highways.
Clerk received correspondence from a resident at Moorfield Road asking for trees on county council verge to be cut back outside their property as fear of trees encroaching into the power cables. Clerk to report to highways.
Complaint received regarding the build out on Duxford Road as concerns were raised that it was not lit up enough and with poor lighting it makes it difficult to see in the dark. Another report was that the sign had turned around and this also restricted clear visibility of recognising you are approaching a build out. 
No speed roundels approaching the build out are visible. 
A report was also received regarding footpath 1 to Sawston, where it is reported that overgrown low bearing branches are a danger to pedestrians and cyclists. This is believed to be county council land and clerk will report this to them.
Several reports are highway related and Chairman and clerk are to arrange a further meeting with John O’Brien to discuss further.

ITEM 6. RECAP ON LHI PROPOSALS & COSTINGS FOR HILL FARM ROAD
Peter Topping, Richard Williams, Felicity de Vries and Parish Clerk met with Highways engineer James Toombs at Hill Farm Road to discuss options of reducing the speed of the increasing traffic movements along Hill Farm Road.
Two options were proposed and the majority of the parish council opted for the following Optimum Solution.
To Install dragons teeth, refresh the existing 40mph roundel. Install a gateway feature on the western side of the carriageway in verge. Change the existing speed limit between existing 40mph and West End to 30mph. Install a 200m 40mph buffer zone. Install two sets of speed cushions along Hill Farm Road. Install a new street light along Hill Farm Road. To refresh white lining at the junction of Middlemoor and Newton Road. Pedestrian warning signs, indicating no footway on Whippletree Road. To install two new village gateways on Newton Roads entrance to the village. 
Estimated construction and other costs - £21,390.59
Parish Council Contribution – It was agreed that the parish council contributed £10,000.00 to this project.
County Council Contribution applied for - £11,390.59
Chairman Arthur Greaves and Councillor Richard Williams will present our bid to highways on 3rd February, Councillor Richard Williams to draft a note to Hill Farm Road residents. 

ITEM 7. STREET LIGHTING – PARISH ENERGY HANDOVER
Up until now all local parish councils have been billed for their street lighting by Cambridgeshire County Council. Unfortunately the county council are no longer going to provide this service and it is for each and every parish to now find its own individual energy supplier. 
This has been a very time consuming project but all local clerks have been corresponding with each other for help along the way. We would especially like to thank the clerk of Heydon & Newton parish council who has already successfully arranged a provider for 6 local parishes and her help in this matter has been much appreciated.
Parish clerk has signed up to Utility aid who help in finding a provider and it is hoped that things will soon be much clearer and closer to resolving. 

ITEM 8. PLANNING REPORT (The following applications were discussed)
[bookmark: _Hlk29292908]S/2896/19/FL – IWM DUXFORD – 168 BEDROOM HOTEL
Amendment to previous permission granted application to raise the number of parking spaces – No Objections
S/4340/19/TP – 2 OWLS CLOSE – TO PRUNE AND REDUCE UP TO 3M
No Consultation required from parish
S/4348/19/TC – HAMILTON KERR – ANNUAL POLLARD OF 11 TREES
No Consultation required from parish
S/4481/19/TP – KING GEORGES FIELD / THE LAWN – TPO
No Consultation required from parish
S/4502/19/TP – THE MANOR HOUSE – 31 NORTH ROAD – TPO
No Consultation required from parish
S/4503/19/TP – WEST SIDE FARM / WILLOW END – TPO
No Consultation required from parish
S/4166/19/FL – 29 LEDO ROAD – DEMOLITION INTERNAL LOAD BEARING WALL – A further amendment to previously discussed listed building application, no objections from the parish council.
S/4167/19/LB – 29 LEDO ROAD – RETENTION OF PARTIAL DEMOLITION
No Objections raised. Listed building officer to decide.
Other planning matters discussed : 
The Parish council were made aware of an upcoming appeal for the development of a burial site at Spinney Hill Farm, Newton Road. Nothing official has yet been received. Clerk to contact case officer Michael Sexton for guidance. 
Plans to redevelop the car park at Cambridge Assessment was approved.
Planning permission for building 10 & 59 at IWM was also approved.
Notification for a Planning application was received for 4 Duxford Road.
Ken Winterbottom to notify clerk if an extension is required.
.ITEM 9. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
In light of Councillor Topping’s resignation there was no County & District report.
ITEM 10. ACCOUNTS 
THE FOLLWING ACCOUNTS WERE APPROVED
11th DECEMBER 2019 – 14th JANUARY 2020  (MONTH 10)

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Parish Cemetery                                                 140.00 – S/O
Maynards Open Space                                      140.00 – S/O
Allotments & Community Orchard                 160.00 – S/O
Peoples Pension Employers Contribution       89.22 – S/O
Barclays Business Charges (Out)                      16.60 – Debit
Parish Ckerks Stationary items                         51.38 – Debit Card
Parish Clerk Salary (32 hrs plus holiday)     1,049.82 – CHQ – 100227
Parish Clerk (Work from home allowance)      53.50 – CHQ – 100228
HMRC (Parish Clerks PAYE)                                 47.54 – CHQ – 100229
NP Admin                                                               41.61 – CHQ – 100230
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                         £1,807.51

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Barclays Business Interest (In)                            1.06 - Credit
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                           £1.06

VAT – There is NO Vat for Month 10
ITEM 11. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from Peter Carter in relation to tendering for the verge maintenance contract. The verge maintenance contract was recently renewed with MD Landscapes following the finance meeting in November 2019. His letter will stay on file for future reference should the position become vacant.
Correspondence was also received from Huawei, they would like to come along to our February meeting to give an update on amendments made to their planning application to restore the old Spicers site at Sawston.
Clerk received New Councillor Training day dates from CAPALC 
Felicity de Vries to attend training day in May.
Chairman had received correspondence from South Cambs Police after he contacted them regarding the ongoing issues with commuter parking at Station Road. They have agreed to attend our parish council meeting in March to discuss further. It was suggested that a representative from highways enforcement also attend. Clerk to invite them to attend meeting of 10th March.

ITEM 12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next parish council meeting is Tuesday 11th February 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Notice of Vacancy
 
 
 WHITTLESFORD WARD OF THE PARISH of WHITTLESFORD
 
NOTICE OF VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR DATED - 16TH JANUARY 2020
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 that 
 
PETER TOPPING
 
formerly a Member of the above Parish Council has ceased to be a Member and that a casual vacancy exists in the office of Councillor for the said Parish. 
 
On receipt of a request in writing from any ten local government electors for the said Parish/Parish Ward, an election to fill the vacancy will be held.  If no such request is made the vacancy will be filled by co-option by the Parish Council. 
 
Requests for such an election should be addressed to The Returning Officer,
(at the office of the local district as below) to arrive not later than WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020
South Cambridgeshire Hall
Cambourne Business Park
Cambourne
Cambridge
CB23 6EA
 




