WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  HELD ON
TUESDAY 11th JUNE 2019

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham and Kirsty Davis. Richard Williams was marked as a late arrival  (7.40pm Item 8 moved to item 5).
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MNUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 14th May were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Both Councillor Topping and the Clerk reported that they are still awaiting feedback from the planning officer who dealt with the war memorial yew tree application, and hoping to arrange a site visit, to see if any other options can be negotiated to allow the parish council to move forward with the ongoing boundary issues of the yew hedge. 
END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS
Our end of year accounts have just been audited by Mr Paul Tibble of Station Road. Clerk will now submit the relevant documents for external audit and publish all necessary documents on the website. 
ITEM 8 WAS BROUGHT FORWARD TO ITEM 5
Present at the meeting was representation from the Greater Cambridge Partnership to answer questions on the consultation of the Master Plan at Whittlesford Parkway. Every household should now have received a copy of the booklet giving full details of how to have your say.
After much discussion the question asked was If we have already commented on the first consultation, should we still submit our views second time around. Aaron Blowers said that he would still encourage everyone to respond even if you have already done so on the previous report. This consultation is all about having your say. The consultation runs until 9am on Monday 22nd July. Various pop up events will be held mostly at the station, all information will be provided in the booklet delivered to every household.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM 
WAR MEMORIAL / YEW HEDGE 
Tony Dunn was now in attendance and asked where are we at with the war memorial. Clerk explained that we are still waiting for feedback from the planning department, Mr  Dunn asked if the hedge was to be reduced in height, again this was something that was to be discussed with the planning department and tree officer. The parish council were previously criticised for having the hedge cut during the bird nesting season, and therefore did not plan on cutting the hedge until later on in the year. 
Mr Dunn also questioned the watering of the yews, as they had been showing signs of deterioration with the dry spell , after a site visit by Edward Smart, who had asked Mr Dunn if he could help with the watering. Mr Dunn was not keen to do so and neither did he think it was his responsibility. Edward Smart spoke with other neighbours and they were happy to run a hose across the road to enable the yews to have regular water. 
The parish council appreciate that the watering of the yews was not the responsibility of Mr & Mrs Dunn and confident that an alternative solution had now been found. 
The parish council is grateful for offers received from the neighbouring properties.
LAND AT THE BOTTOM OF CHURCH LANE
Tim Stone asked Councillor Topping what was happening with the land at the bottom of Church Lane, where trees were removed and new ones were to be planted. Councillor Topping confirmed that the District Council were to speak with the school to get some ideas on what they would like to see planted there.

CROAT FOOTPATH
A resident asked if the path across the Croat could be levelled as it makes walking across the field difficult. This question has been raised before and farmer was contacted but it proved too difficult. It was felt best to leave the hard surface as it is. Resident to speak to farmer independently and report back any suggestions made.
OVERGROWN SHRUBBERY ON THE SHELFORD ROAD
A resident reported overgrown shrubbery / trees on the Shelford Road, and asked for it to be cut back. Clerk to contact highways to notify them of the overgrowth.

ITEM 6. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
The parish council currently has 2 vacanicies for parish councillors, and we have now been given to go ahead from South Cambs to Co-opt. 
Closing date has been extended to next meeting of 9th July for anyone with an interest in joining to apply.

ITEM 7. TO REVIEW LITTER PICKING
The Parish Council has had a regular litter picker and quite recently we were approached by a minor in the village who is currently doing his Duke of Edinburgh Award and part of the award was to encounter some litter picking within the community. We outlined the problem areas that we tended to concentrate on and Chairman Arthur Greaves met with him and Paul Eccleston who was also involved in mentoring the minor with the duties involved, checked that he had all the necessary clothing and equipment for the job. We are very grateful for some additional help and happy for someone to be taking part in such a recognised award. We wish him well and thank him for his summary he has produced on the whole task of litter picking. 
Chairman and Clerk to discuss the summary further and decide what can be done to eliminate problem areas.


ITEM 8. REPRESENTSATION REFERENCE TO THE MASTER PLAN
This item was moved to Item 5
ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS
The following planning applications were discussed.
S/1458/19/FL – Spinney Hill Farm, Newton Road – Change of use from a dwelling house and former agricultural land to a nature reserve burial ground, the demolition of existing buildings, the erection of a remembrance hall and associated car parking and landscaping.
The Parish Council unanimously rejected this application. 
The proposed development would result in an unacceptable incursion into the Cambridge Green Belt. 
Ken Winterbottom prepared a detailed statement to send to South Cambs with our decision.

S/4447/18/FL – 23 Butts Green – Revised planning application.
The Parish Council did not previously support this application, as there were issues surrounding neighbour concerns. The applicant attended the meeting  with revised plans and the parish council were happy and had no other recommendations. 
S/1599/19/FL – Unit 1 Lion Works – Station Road East – Change of use from B2 General Industrial to D2 leisure. Trampoline and Gymnastics Centre.
Louise Dexter and Kerry Learmouth attended the meeting to advise the parish council on the set up arrangements for the operating of this business.
The parish councils concerns are with the availability of parking spaces as Station Road East is already very congested with commuters.

S/1706/19/VC – 28 Royston Road – Variation of conditions to previously approved plans – S/4011/17/FL – No Recommendations made.
S/1801/19/TC – 11 North Road – To reduce the height of 3 Silver Birch trees.
Decision to be made by the tree officer.
S/1832/19/OL – Land off Middlemoor Road – Applicant – Pembroke College
Outline planning permission with all matters reserved for access for the erection of two dwellings.
The Parish Council unanimously rejected this application on the grounds of the land in which they wish to build is green belt, the land is adjacent to a listed building of Rayners Farm, various wildlife is known to live close by and this stretch of road is very blind and dangerous, and to add further parking and car movements here was considered dangerous.

ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT - From Cllr Peter Topping
District & County Councillor Report to Whittlesford Parish Council – June 2019
Planning issues
A lot of my time this month has been to do with the many and varied planning issues that impact on the village, and which seem to come thick and fast. 
Middlemoor Road planning application from Pembroke College - This is now set to be determined in JULY. I don’t know why the planning department at South Cambs have taken so long on this. If it is the case that the parish council object, then we still have time to put in a view and as necessary request the matter goes to the planning committee.
Smithson Hill agri-tech appeal - I sent in my views to the planning inspector and attended the opening day of the hearing today to register my wish to speak. The hearing will last 14 days. 
Cemetery planning application at Newton Road - I have spoken to the planning officer and passed on his advice to the parish council. Newton parish council are opposed to the planning application. 
Proposals for the car showroom on the A505 opposite Royston Road - This is going to the planning committee of the district council this week and I will be speaking on behalf of the village. The officer recommendation is to refuse. 
Huawei application re the old Spicer’s site - The applicants originally said they were putting the formal planning application forward in June but we don’t know where they are on this. I have been discussing access to the site from the Whittlesford end.
Avionics science park along the south side of the A505 - This is a bid from Gonville and Caius College to build a science park north of Duxford, with a “country park” along the A505. I will be at Duxford Parish Council this week to find out more, but I believe the IWM may be supportive. 
Slightly further afield  - I attended the briefing by the Hinxton Genome centre on their plans to significantly enlarge their site at Hinxton, and I am trying to find out  whether the Garden Village proposed by Uttlesford District Council at Gt Chesterford is still going ahead as that application would rely heavily on expanding Whittlesford Station.
War memorial - I haven’t had a reply from South Cambs to a request for a site meeting to try to reach agreement on what should be done re the hedge. I will chase them up (again).
Funding - I supported the successful application from the cricket club bid for a grant from the South Cambs Community Chest. 
Neighbourhood Plan – we had a useful meeting looking at the comments from the District Council. We agreed that we will try to work with the residents of the Station Road end of the village to strengthen that part of the plan before putting it out for wider consultation.  
Highways 
Local highways initiative bid - The timings for this are to get the preferred bid worked up over the summer and put it in – if we are going to push Hill Farm Road then we need to get the speed monitor up and running to gather some data to support the bid.
Duxford Road traffic calming - I have had further complaints that the scheme on Duxford Road is dangerous. I have written to the county highways department asking for a review of the new scheme against base data to see what effect the scheme has had, and to address the claims that it is dangerous. 
Grass cutting - The county council will be cutting the verges from this month. I have asked them to bring it forward after having had requests re visibility. I have also got agreement that the verges will not be cut back completely so as to protect wildlife. I’ve also had conformation that the county council only sprays weed killer on the weeds between the kerb and carriageway – it doesn’t use round-up on the grass verges.

Peter Topping 
07825 876582
peterwwtopping@gmail.com

ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
The following accounts were approved
15TH MAY – 11TH JUNE 2019 – (MONTH 3)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Cemetery Contract                                                                  140.00
Maynards Open Space                                                            140.00 
Allotments & Community Orchard                                       160.00
Peoples Pension – Employers Contribution                          82.19 – S/O
Price Bailey Payroll Services                                                  332.30 Debit Card
[bookmark: _GoBack]McAffee – Desktop security                                                    89.99  Debit Card
Provisions for APM (Tesco)                                                      38.20 Debit card
Barclays Business Charges out                                                 14.75 Debited
Amazon Prime Delivery fee                                                       7.99 – S/O
PC World – PC Laptop Care Plan                                               8.49 – S/O
Clerks Salary  (60 hrs)                                                              825.97 – CHQ 100173
[bookmark: _Hlk34648772]Clerks Work from home allowance                                        53.50 – CHQ 100176
HMRC – Re : Clerks PAYE                                                          35.37 – CHQ 100175
NP Admin                                                                                    52.25 – CHQ 100174
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                              £1,981.00

 ACCOUNTS RECEIVED 
Barclays Business (In)                                                                  1.48
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 3                       £1.48
VAT – The vat for month 3 is £55.38

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
NEWTON ROAD FOOTPATHS
An email was received from a resident of Newton Road regarding the current condition of the footpaths at Newton Road, which he considered as unsafe, also asking if a small stretch of footpath could be implemented adjacent to the footbridge at the allotments to join the footpath at Whippletree.
His email has been passed to highways for their attention.
DUXFORD ROAD LITTER BIN
An email was received from a resident of Duxford Road asking for the broken litter bin at the entrance to Pedleys be replaced and to install a dog bin along the same stretch of Duxford Road as there is no bin for some distance.
The Parish Council were happy to replace the litter bin and it was suggested to purchase a combined litter and dog bin to house at the entrance to pedleys next to the bench.
LHI 2020/21
The Parish Council received correspondence from highways regarding LHI bid for 2010/21, this will be carried over as an agenda item at July’s meeting, decision to be in by 4th August 2019.
THE FUTURE OF CAMBRIDGE AREAS BUS SERVICES
An email was received regarding a public meeting on 15th June regarding the future of Cambridge areas bus services. Councillor Topping to attend meeting.
GONVILLE & CAIUS
An email was received from Gonville & Caius regarding proposals to create an aviation centre on the land owned by them in the parish of Duxford. 
Duxford Parish Council have invited us to go along as they have representation from Gonville & Caius in attendance at their meeting on Thursday 13th June. Chairman and other councillors likely to attend.

ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting is Tuesday 9th July 2019
