WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 9TH APRIL 2019 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL

PRESENT: Chairman - Arthur Greaves, Tim Teversham, Ken Winterbottom, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Jude Townley, Will Thomas, Richard Williams, Kirsty Davies, Peter Topping, Parish Clerk – Marie Swann  & members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Eleanor Norman
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Chairman Arthur Greaves and Councillors Will Thomas, Pam Freeman & Jude Townley declared an interest in the planning application for 7 Royston Road, as all being residents of Royston Road.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting of 12th March 2019 were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Chairman announced that he had received an email from Eleanor Norman who for personal reasons wishes to stand down as councillor with immediate effect.
Clerk to notify South Cambs and follow the appropriate procedure before any co-option can take place.
Following up a complaint received from a resident of Station Road (west) regarding the sounding of a bird scarer, Clerk investigated as to where this was coming from and it was established that it was from Farm land beyond the station, and despite it being recorded as going off at 06.30am, guidelines on the use of bird scarers indicated that they can be used from sunrise to sunset and up to 3 times an hour. At the time of the complaint, sunrise was recorded at 05.50am.
A further complaint was received from a resident of Royston Road regarding the debris in the road along the kerb line of the recently installed build outs on Duxford Road, and concerns were raised for the safety of cyclists hitting a stone. This was discussed and clerk was to report this to highways and request a road sweep. The resident did ask that the parish council regularly swept around the build outs, unfortunately the parish council are not responsible for sweeping the road.
The parish council were also asked to move the speed monitor to Royston Road, as a resident felt that speeding was an issue, Chairman did investigate this but did not think it was possible to position the monitor at Royston Road. 
Recent complaints also raised the question of what are we responsible for and how do we decide which complaints we take up on behalf of the residents and which ones aren’t really our responsibility?
This matter should be discussed further and perhaps guidelines should be listed as to our responsibilities.
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk all met with the Chairman of the Lawn Trust - Rob Mead to discuss the recent section 106 funding.
Section 106 money will be paid to the Lawn in Aprils accounts.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A member of the public asked what if any arrangements the parish council had made in refence to a meeting with the new owners of the former Spicers land HUAWEI. Chairman – Arthur Greaves had been in contact with them and was happy to set up a meeting or invite them to our next parish council meeting in May, Huawei advised the chairman they had already arranged a meeting to be held at the Memorial Hall for Parish Council Representatives only and not the public. However, they also advised that a public consultation event was to be held at Sawston Village College for anyone wishing to attend.
HUAWEI say they are committed to working closely with the local community throughout the development process and is very keen to engage with local parish councillors as soon as possible.
A complaint was received from a resident of Station Road west regarding the inconsiderate parking of commuters outside their property, the resident asked what is being done about restrictions on parking. 
Councillor Topping had already responded to this complaint prior to the parish council meeting.
ITEM 6. TO DISCUSS THE YEW HEDGE AND BOUNDARY ISSUES AT THE WAR MEMORIAL
Mr Dunn of 2 Church Lane was present for the discussion.
Mr Dunn would like a fence or wall erected behind the memorial to give a clear boundary and restore the privacy to their garden. However, Parish Council guidelines do not allow for parish council money to be spent on any individual. Councillor Topping is to contact the planning officer involved with the application to see what advise he can give and if there are any other options available to enable the parish council to rectify the problem. 
One suggestion from a member of the public was to use the section 106 money set aside for Arts & Heritage to have a dedicated wall in memory of those lives lost and this would act as a backdrop to the memorial whilst eradicating the current issues with the hedge. This will be considered once Councillor Topping has spoken to the planning officer.
In the meantime, it was agreed that the Clerk contact Edward Smart and ask him to attend the yews for a spring overhaul.
ITEM 7. ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE APM – TUESDAY 21ST MAY 
In recent years the parish council have produced and delivered to all households a booklet containing annual reports from all of the clubs and societies in the village, however this was becoming increasingly harder to achieve and we resorted to minimising the reports over the last three years with a simple middle page spread in the LOOK magazine.
Reports from Arthur Greaves – Chairman, District & County reports from Peter Topping, Memorial Hall Trustees report from David Toop and a report from the Nicholas Swallow and other charities will all be included in the supplement for LOOK in May, together with a brief agenda. Any other clubs or societies who wish to produce a report may do so and hard copies of these can be available on the night of the APM.
There are No confirmed presentations taking place at this year’s APM.
It was agreed to sponsor the William Westley PTA £100 to provide Teas & Coffees as this worked very well the previous year. The parish council will pay the cost of all refreshments and gift £100 to the PTA.
The APM is confirmed as Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall.

ITEM 8. PLANNING REPORT
The following planning applications were discussed.
S/0952/19/FL – 7 Duxford Road – Part 2- storey, part single storey side and rear extension, partial demolition of existing rear extension, relocation of front door, Insertion of rooflights and internal alterations. No Objections.
S/0922/19/NM – 20 North Road – Non-Material Amendment to planning application S/1349/13/FL Updated window frame arrangement within the existing window openings.
This was a non-material application in terms of advice only, no comments required, however a member of the public present who was a direct neighbour was not happy with this and advised to contact the planning officer.
S/1000/19/TC – 10 Farm Rise – Tree application – Beech tree to be thinned out of rubbing branches and height reduced by 3 metres as starting to get too crowded and large for its position. No Comments made.
S/0836/19/FL – Land to the west of 83 Moorfield Road – Discharge of Condition 17 (Noise Assessment of Planning Application S/0238/16/OL – 
Erection of up to 18 dwellings and associated infrastructure and works.
The Parish Council were notified of this issue following a noise assessment regarding the fence at the edge of the A505, the Parish council fully supports the need for improvements in noise reduction from the traffic.
S/0794/19/FL – 7 Royston Road – Demolition of existing garage and workshop and the erection of replacement garage, workshop and store.  No objections.

ITEM 9 COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
County and district councillor’s report – from Peter Topping
To - Whittlesford Parish Council for April 2019
Flytipping – I reported the window frames that had been dumped along Whippletree. These were cleared away this week so not bad work by the council officers. Residents had checked the pile to see if there were any clues on who the culprits were but no luck. Flytipping has increased significantly in recent years. 
Huawei taking over the old Spicer’s site between Whittlesford and Sawston. I have urged the developers of this site to engage with the parish council and the village as there is a public consultation at Sawston on 26/27 April and they plan to put their application in in early May. They plan to have 400 people working there in phase 1, looking to build housing on the site at some point in the future for their workers. They aim to have 70 per cent Uk, 30 per cent Chinese on site. Mainly very highly qualified researchers. The issues for Whittlesford could be what impact will it have on transport locally – will they open the Shelford Road entrance, and will we have access through the site - depends on security levels.
Community Chest The District Council Community Chest has re-opened for bids. The fund no longer accepts bids from parish councils following a decision made last year (which I opposed) but the parish council could encourage other groups to apply for funds. The form for applying is at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/communitychest
I have had an approach by the cricket club regarding applying for a grant and I have encouraged them to do so and to let me know when the bid goes in and I will attend the grants committee to support it. Thriplow cricket club got a grant about five years ago. 
Young athletes fund – I was sad that the district council has now decided to shut down the Elite Athletes fund. I argued that the scheme, though small, helped young people to aim high and be their best. The fund offered small grants to individuals out of a yearly £10,000 pot and came on the back of an initiative launched nationally to carry on the pride and achievements of the 2012 London Olympics. Over the years the scheme has helped young people in varied sports. The small grants were intended to help with items of kit or travel to training venues. Anyway, it is now closed.
Syrian refugees – the district council has decided that it will house five Syrian families.  Clearly people fleeing the civil war in Syria deserve sympathy, but this decision will put pressure on the council’s stock of available housing. As a member of the county council’s foster panel, I have seen the pressure put on children’s services – including emergency foster care provision -when asylum seekers arrive in the county and need to be placed into care. 
Neighbourhood Plan – I attended a meeting of the William Westley School governors along with Alan Oswald and we discussed the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The governors were supportive of the work that has gone into the document and outlined their view that the school should not – and indeed could not - increase in size. This is a view also held by the Neighbourhood Plan group. The NP group will be consulting with the school on the draft and gratefully accepted the offer to help spread the word about the draft Plan among parents during the next few months.
We also as the Neighbourhood Plan steering group had a discussion with district council officer who thought the plan was heading in the right direction and gave some useful advice on mapping production, housing issues and consultation. The NP plan steering group met last week and is getting a meeting with the housing dept. at South Cambs set up. 			Continued…page 2
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Parking in Station and Royston Road. I arranged for the police (sector sergeant Emma Hilson and PCSO Chris Wiseman) to attend a meeting with the highways department, Alan Neville from Network Rail and Arthur and Pam as representatives from Whittlesford parish council.
 
Alan Neville confirmed that dropping off at the station would not incur a charge from the new number plate recognition technology that is now installed.
We made the point to highways and the police that the problems of cars parking illegally and inconsiderately near the station is a real concern for local residents.  The police have issued about ten parking tickets in one day a few weeks back and that seemed to have stopped the problem for the moment but unfortunately these commuters’ cars soon creep back.
The police are very clear that parking issues are not high on their list of priorities BUT where there is obstruction, then they will come out and issue tickets and if necessary, have the vehicle towed away - for which the owner must pay for recovery of their vehicle. So, the police ask that in cases of obstruction residents do call them. The other approach that we discussed with the county council is that they should agree to refurbish the signs and lines so that there is no doubt about the parking restrictions - and that work will be happening as the highways team have checked the area over and agree that what is there currently does not give as clear a message about parking restrictions.
Finally, the parish council will need to see if it can monitor the situation so that where there is blatant repeat parking then at the third time the police will step in. This will need discussion with residents and may need residents to monitor this. I will set up a meeting to take further.
I know this is very frustrating, and we must keep pressing the police to do more on this as they are the only people who can issue enforcement tickets and penalties.
The district council has recently looked at the issue and concluded that it could not justify the costs of employing people to take over enforcement. So I don’t think there will be a warden scheme.
Church Lane parking - On a separate parking issue, I understand that last month’s parish report regarding parking restrictions along Church Lane has concerned some residents, who would NOT want to see yellow lines along that road or the little area nearby. It has been pointed out to me - and I agree – that for many elderly people visiting the church, and visitors from elsewhere, putting in yellow lines would be a great inconvenience. What does need to happen however is that the turning circle needs to be clearly delineated, and I will ask the county highways team to do that.
Millennium Wood pruning and tree planting at the end of the Lawn – I have asked the ecology and trees officer to come out for a site visit to consider what can be done. Two years ago the district council proposed planting some trees in Whittlesford to make up for some work it did that removed existing natural habitat. The offer progressed to the stage of identifying a location but there was very strong objection from one householder and as a result the work was put on hold. I have also asked the officer to come out as the Millenium Wood has had no pruning done to it since its planting and needs attention. 
Peter Topping - County and District Councillor
07825 876582	peterwwtopping@gmail.com




ITEM 10 – ACOUNTS 
THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS WERE APPROVED
13TH MARCH – 9TH APRIL 2019 - (MONTH 1)

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Peoples Pension (employers contribution)                           75.54 – S/O
Peoples Pension (employees contribution)                           15.11 –S/O
Amazon Prime Delivery fee                                                        7.99 – S/O
PC World – PC Laptop Care Plan                                                8.49 – S/O
Price Bailey Payroll Services (6 month invoice)                  611.38 – Debit Card
Barclays Business Charges (Out)                                              16.00 - Debited
LOOK Magazine (Insertion of Monthly Reports)                405.00 – CHQ –100151
Cambs County Council (Street lighting)                            2,727.94 – CHQ -100153
R H Garden Services                                                                120.00 – CHQ - 100154
Clerks Salary (Inc of outstanding holiday pay)                   900. 07 – CHQ -100155
Clerks Work from home allowance                                         53.50 – CHQ -100156
Clerks PAYE / HMRC                                                                   62.50 – CHQ -100157                      
Neighbourhood Plan (Admin hours)                                     133.00 – CHQ -100158
Chairman’s Travel Expenses                                                     48.60 – CHQ -100159 
Cambridgeshire County Council (ref 10% LHI)                    112.13 – CHQ -100160
Whittlesford Memorial Hall (section 106)                      10,645.45 – CHQ -100161
The Lawn Trust (section 106)                                            16,512.43 – CHQ -100162
CAPALC (Clerks Training Course)                                            400.00 – CHQ -100165
Cambridge Water (parish church & allotments)                   60.37 – CHQ -100166                                            
ACCOUNTS TRANSFERRED
Whittlesford Parish Council (NS & I Savings)                 18,000.00 – CHQ 100163
Whittlesford Parish Council (NS & I Savings)                 10,000.00 – CHQ 100164
Petty Cash                                                                                 500.00 
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                 £32,915.50
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Barclays Business  (In)                                                             1.60
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                              £1.60                                                 
VAT – The vat for month 1 is £101.90  
SUMMARY OF SECTION 106 MONEY RECEIVED
Reimbursement of play equipment purchased        -  34,512.43
To set aside for upgrade of tennis court & pavilion -  23,448.03
Reimbursement for internal work at memorial hall -  10,645.45
TOTAL SECTION 106 MONEY RECEIVED                    - £68,605.91

Three cheques had been issued in month 12 but remained uncashed at the close of business of 31st March 2019. The three cheques were deleted from accounts paid in month 12 and have been carried over to month 1.
CHQ – 100151 - £405.00
CHQ – 100153 – £2,727.94
CHQ – 100154 - £120.00
Our monthly contracts for the Parish Cemetery, Maynards Open Space and the Allotments & Community Orchard have monthly standing orders on the 15th of the month. These standing orders for month 1 accounts paid, were included in month 12.

The money awarded for the reimbursement of play equipment - £34,512.43
The sum of £18,000.00 paid into the NS & I Savings account, (CHQ – 100163) The remaining £16,512.43 paid to the Lawn Trust. (CHQ – 100162)
The money awarded for the upgrade of tennis court and pavilion £23,448.03
£10,000.00 is to be set aside for the upgrade of the tennis courts (CHQ – 100164). The remaining £13,448.03 will be set aside for the refurbishment of the sports pavilion. No quotations for the refurbishment have yet been sought.
The money awarded for the internal improvements to the memorial hall - £10,645.45 was paid in full to the memorial hall (CHQ – 100161).

ITEM 11. CORRESPONDENCE
The following items were received.
The Salvation Army asking if we would be interested in housing a Salvation Army Clothing recycling bank in the village.
This will be forwarded to the Memorial Hall management committee and the Lawn Trust to consider.
The Parish Council received a notification from the CRS Group who own the land at Newton Road, to advise us of the felling of an old Walnut Tree, planning permission had already been granted, this was just a polite notification, appropriate measures were put in place on the day to notify the immediate neighbours and to close the play area at Newton Road  whilst the tree was felled. A replacement tree has been planted.
The Parish Council were invited to form a team for this years William Westley PTA Quiz on Friday 10th May. 
Cambridgeshire County Council are currently doing a survey on cycle parking spaces within the village. Clerk to send the information required.
ITEM 12. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 
Tuesday 7th May – Closed Finance Meeting
Tuesday 14th May – Parish Council Annual Meeting – 7.30pm
Tuesday 14th May – Parish Council Meeting – 7.45pm
Tuesday 21st May – Annual Parish Meeting

