WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2019
PRESENT : Tim Teversham (Chairman), Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Peter Topping, Jan Holmes, Jude Townley, Will Thomas, Eleanor Norman, Kirsty Davis, Richard Williams, Marie Swann (Parish Clerk) and 28 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Arthur Greaves
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Ken Winterbottom declared an interest in planning application at 109 Duxford Road.
Kirsty Davis declared an interest in planning application at 84 Duxford Road.
Neither councillors took part in any discussion relating to these applications.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 8th January 2019 were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Following on from last months open forum, it was agreed that the clerk would contact the social club, and whilst we appreciate that the social club are not responsible as to where customers park, but a gentle reminder to all customers using the club not to park on yellow lines at the junction of Maynards. An email was sent to the clubs committee and I received a very positive response back explaining that they do very regularly announce on bingo nights about parking.
Further fly tipping had occurred in both Royston and Hill Farm Road, both incidents were reported to South Cambs for investigation.
A further 8 hours of litter picking was done, concentrating  mainly in the problem area of Hill Farm Road.
Following guidelines from South Cambs a sub committee for emergency planning was formed and are yet to meet up to discuss what should be included. Further update at next meeting.
ITEM 5. GREATER CAMBRIDGE MASTER PLAN STAGE TWO REPORT
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Greater Cambridge Master Plan Stage Two Report for Whittlesford Parkway was published in December 2018 and the parish council invited representatives from Greater Cambridge to come along and discuss the report and residents had the opportunity to ask questions. Concerns included the proposal of a housing development that will put further pressure on our primary school and it will also limit traffic movements to both station road east & west, despite further proposals of a three storey car park, it was not felt that this would provide adequate car parking spaces to solve the current parking issues in our village.
The full report is available online at : www.greatercambridge.org.uk 
A hard copy of the report is also available to view by contacting the clerk.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
To contact highways re : traffic build outs at Duxford Road.
No roundels on both sides on one island and to query the effectiveness of the solar lighting.
The traffic island at North Road, could this be made smaller ?
To also question the overgrowth of trees along that stretch of path.
Many bus queries from residents in attendance asking if any revised route has been considered as the north end of the village are still not included.
Elderly residents feel they are unable to walk a mile into the centre of the village to catch a bus and beyond to the train station which is a good 2 miles from the north end of Whittlesford and that the bus service  should be considering a figure of eight around the village so that everyone is included and it should also be interlinking with the train station and IWM.
ITEM 7. UPDATE ON LHI PRESENTATION
Arthur Greaves and Pam Freeman attended the highways LHI presentations on 14th January to present this years bid for some road safety improvements close to the junction of Mill Lane at Duxford road. It is hoped that we will be successful in obtaining some flashing signs for awareness of children crossing over to Mill Lane for both Whitsers and William Westley.
ITEM 8. REPORT FROM TE LAWN TRUST 
Tim Teversham gave his report on the recent lawn trust meeting held on 5th February. The report included concerns of a group of youths who are hanging around the pavilion late at night and causing concerns to nearby residents.
The lighting issue has now been repaired after recent damage and vandalism to the pavilion and all incidents have been reported to the police. 
Other items of the report to be discussed at a later date.
ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT
PEDLEYS – 84 DUXFORD ROAD – S/0029/19/FL
The proposed demolition of existing factory premises at Pedley’s and the construction of 7 dwellings and associated infrastructure including access, parking, landscaping and ancillary works. 
The parish councils objections to this application was in relation to the height of the houses exceeded the height of the current buildings, shadowing of neighbouring properties and no pavement on the access road to the dwellings.
LION WORKS – WASTE TRANSFER SITE CHANGE OF USE 
No Recommendations to this application.
34 MILL LANE – Permission was granted.
6 HIGH STREET – Tree application.
To raise the crown on a Sycamore tree. Referred to listed buildings.
HAREFIELD NURSERY – NEWTON ROAD
No Recommendations to this application.
109 DUXFORD ROAD – EXTENSION
No Recommendations to this application.
The parish council unanimously voted against proposed car dealership garage on the A505 next to Volvo. Obvious concerns raised were of safety and increased traffic movements both entering and exiting the garage from the A505 which is already heavily congested.
ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
Whittlesford Parish Council – February 2019 meeting
Report from Peter Topping – county and district councillor	peterwwtopping@gmail.com
County council tax - The county council budget for the coming year was voted through this week, and here are the main points
· The council tax bill is going up by a total of 2.99 per cent plus a ring-fenced increase of 2.00% for adult social services. The county budget is about a half a billion pounds a year and half of that goes on social services. The increase means an extra £1.15 a week for a Band D house.
· Despite this increase, the county council still must find some savings. A fund that was set up last year has meant that £9m can be taken from it to go into the pot for services, so fewer cuts overall. 
· The amount that the government pays in grants to the county council continues to reduce, and Cambridgeshire is particularly hit by this because it is a fast-growing county. 
· Demand for the sorts of services that cost a lot to deliver, such as care for the elderly, is  going up and in Cambridgeshire the number of people over 80 has grown by a quarter in the last five years. 
· The budget includes spending an extra £28.7m on improving the county roads.
Roads
Improving the A505  - I have raised with the Combined Authority at a recent meeting the commitment it made to fund a study on how to improve the A505 and make the junctions safer given how much traffic is on it and we can expect in the future. I have asked the bio-tech centres along the A505 to support and put pressure on the Combined Authority.
Gritting - The roads were gritted twice in one-night last week due to the cold weather, the second run being at 3am. Whippletree Road has had its potholes filled in. 
Newton Road village sign - I am pleased that the county council has replaced the road-sign coming in to Whittlesford on the Newton Road, this making it clearer to drivers that they are about to enter a village and not just more country roads when the turn the sharp corner!
Illegal Parking along Royston and Station Road –the police have now done ticketing operations last week and this has had a short-term positive result. The police have now offered dates in March for a joint meeting with other bodies to find a longer term solution.
Rail
Rail 1. Over the next five weeks the consultation on East-West Rail routes will be running, with the main choice being a route that goes to the north of Cambridge running down through Cambourne, or one that cuts across further south and through Bassingbourn. The southern route is not as challenging in terms of engineering and so will cost less. The northern route will cost more, and the extra cost will probably mean more houses built to pay for it, but it follows the A428 corridor and does give Cambourne a station. All this is quite a way from Whittlesford but shows how much infrastructure and houses continue to be pushed into this part of Cambridgeshire.
Rail 2. We have the Whittlesford Parkway masterplan being presented at the Feb Parish Council meeting – but the actual public consultation on the proposals will not take place until after March. 
Petrol station opposite the IWM, near Burma and Ledo Roads. Two years ago I managed to get the plans for redeveloping the petrol station opposite the IWM rejected by the district council. The developers went to appeal and lost.
But they have resubmitted plans that dealt with the inspector’s concerns and the district council has granted permission, with conditions to reduce the impact on nearby residents. I had the highways safety team out on site to see if the busy and narrow A505 could be grounds for rejection, as there have been accidents as people turn in and out of the garage, but no luck.
Residents did ask me about litter from the expanded garage facilities and I have submitted a licence condition on the new petrol station that they carry out regular litterpicking along the A505 in both directions and into Burma and Ledo Roads. The district council has put that to the petrol station owners and they have agreed.
We will need to monitor it - along with the other conditions about noise, lighting, sound barrier and parking restrictions late at night. I’ll set up a meeting between residents and the developers because now we need to manage what is going to happen. 
Review of the Local Plan – call for sites
South Cambs are asking land-owners to put forward sites that could be built on. The call for sites runs to 25 March. Here is the link. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/gclpcallforsites
Briefly this is because the District Council wants to know about potential sites or broad locations for development. Better understanding land availability for development across Greater Cambridge will ensure that the new Local Plan allocates enough land to meet identified needs and that it can choose the right sites from many potential alternatives having assessed their suitability, availability and achievability. 
The council will assess each site which meets minimum size and capacity criteria and publish findings in a report supporting the new Local Plan. The proposals will be consulted on in autumn this year.
The last call for sites in 2011 saw several sites put forward in and around Whittlesford. None were found to be suitable and so none were included in the Local Plan. 
Whittlesford Neighbourhood Plan
The NP in a very early draft form is available to the parish council. The district council have offered to review the Plan using a consultant with broad experience to give us guidance on whether the plan is on the right track. Further information on this will be available for the next PC meeting. The critical issue facing the Whittlesford Plan is that there is a requirement for all Neighbourhood Plans to identify land suitable for development, over and above what is in the Local Plan. The issue for the Parish Council is whether that could be some or part of the county highways depot at Station Road East. 
In other news
I attended the county health committee and agreed a merged £12m children’s health programme with Peterborough City Council. 
The government is proposing to make setting up an encampment on private land a criminal offence rather than a civil one, which would have made it easier to end the one at Thriplow Heath.
The District Council will be setting its budget next week. 
ITEM 11. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR 9TH JANUARY – 12TH FEBRUARY 2019
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
9th January 2019 – 12th February 2019 (Month 11).

ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                        140.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                                        140.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                                      160.00
Price Bailey (Payroll services now billed quarterly )                       ---------
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                                        48.35
Marie Swann (Clerks salary 48 hrs)                                                    594.65
Marie Swann (Clerks PAYE to HMRC)                                                 ---------
Marie Swann (Clerks work from home allowance)                            53.50
Marie Swann (Clerks petty cash items purchased)                             73.06 
Arthur Greaves (Chairmans Travel Expenses)                                      16.20
Trudie Davidson (NP Admin 16 hrs )                                                    304.00
Trudie Davidson (NP Admin Printing Expenses)                                   69.10
Mark Lewis (To remove tree stump Station Rd)                                140.00
RH Garden Services (Litter picking Hill Farm Rd)                               120.00
SUB TOTAL                                                                                             1,858.86
Cambridgeshire County Council (Highways LHI)                            15,941.37
Cambridgeshire Acre Subscription Renewal                                          57.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                              £17,857.23
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
UK Power network (Substation back rent)                                          694.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                              £694.00  
ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
The Chairman read out a letter received from a resident in Station Road regarding the parking issues. Councillor Topping advised at the meeting that he has been working with the police to try and get parking in Station Road monitored more frequently and he reported that approx. 20 tickets were issued recently. Clerk to send reply to resident.
An email was received from a rail user / resident who tripped on an unrepaired pothole at station road. Councillor Topping to report this to highways and arrange for an immediate inspection. 
An email was received from the new clerk of the Nicholas Swallow Charity with reference to the re-election of 3 trustees. 
Given Arthur Greaves was absent from this meeting, the matter could not be dealt with as Tim Teversham chaired the meeting in Arthur’s absence and Tim is a trustee of the charity, it was therefore agreed that this should be carried over to March meeting as an agenda item.
An email was forwarded to all councillors regarding section 106 money awarded to the parish council from the Moorfield Road development.
The allocation of this money will be discussed at the next meeting.
A further email was received from Mr & Mrs Dunn of 2 Church Lane highlighting their issues with the current yew hedge at the memorial which borders their garden. Both Chairman and Vice Chairman are again to meet with Mr & Mrs Dunn to discuss further and any requests will go to full council at next meeting.
A full report of both the Lawn Trust meeting and the trustees meeting of the Memorial Hall were forwarded to all councillors.
An email was received from a resident regarding the use of pop up banks.
Now that both Sawston and Great Shelford do not have a bank, this new facility could be useful. Clerk to investigate further.
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next parish council meeting will be Tuesday 12th March 2019.










