WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 12TH JUNE 2018
MINUTES

PRESENT : Chairman -  Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Ken Winterbottom, Jan Holmes, Jude Townley, Kirsty Davis, Eleanor Norman, Will Thomas, Peter Topping, Richard Williams (Co-opted at the meeting) Parish Clerk – Marie Swann and 7 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 8th May were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING /ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Following on from the annual meeting – 8th May, Chairman Arthur Greaves signed the Declaration of Office.
The graffiti in the brick bus shelter on the lawn has been removed and all bus shelters have been swept of rubbish and leaves.
Further litter picking has been done around the village, the main areas of discarded litter is Hill Farm Rd, parking layby on Shelford Rd and Royston Rd.
Parish end of year accounts have now been submitted to the external auditor.

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
The sign post to the church that stood outside 1 Church Lane had been knocked over, it’s a parish owned sign and clerk is to allocate someone to reinstall asap.
Several complaints of overgrown hedges.
The parish council reminds property owners to keep all hedges cut back to their boundary, but to always check for nesting birds before cutting a hedge.
A complaint of a large hole on the croat footpath. Further investigation needed.
The parish council were asked to look at its benches as it was felt that some are in need of attention. Clerk to survey all parish owned benches.
Several complaints of long grass on highway verges, mainly the junctions which is causing visibility issues.
Councillor Topping has asked that highways cut these verges as asap.
Complaints of old bins not yet removed from the lawn, following the installation of new bins. The lawn trust were notified and will take action to remove the old broken bins.
A £250 grant request from the Millennium Group, to purchase some gazebos for this year’s Safari Supper, and other events they hold throughout the year. The Parish council were very happy to help and it was agreed by all present to donate them £250. Clerk was to thank the Millennium Group for all the hard work they do in raising money that benefits village organisations.



ITEM 6. CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR
The Parish Council received only one letter of interest for the vacancy of councillor. Richard Williams of Newton Road, was co-opted at the meeting. 
ITEM 7. TO DISCUSS A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TREE FELLING COSTS ON THE LAWN
The parish council had received a request from the lawn trust to help with the financial costs of tree felling on the lawn after a recent survey showed that several of the large and very old trees were showing signs of disease and needed to come down.
The parish council agreed to pay for the recent work carried out by Mark Lewis of £1,500 and also agreed to pay the remainder of the tree felling costs which was expected to be in the region of £3,500.
Lawn trust are to forward the invoices to the parish clerk for payment.
ITEM 8. HIGHWAYS RELATED PROJECTS TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
(A) THE PROPOSED PLANS FOR NORTH ROAD RELATING TO 2017/18 LHI BID – There appeared to be some confusion over the overall summary received from highways in relation to the 2017/18 LHI bid. The parish council submitted its application asking for highways to look at introducing some speed reduction measures, taking into account of the speeding traffic that enters our village from the Shelford Rd into North Rd. Highways had focused more at the other end of North Rd and the parish council did not think the proposals were suitable for the area. Clerk to address the situation by emailing the councils thoughts to highway engineer Josh Rutherford.
(B) DYL AT THE JUNCTION OF MAYNARDS AND OWLS CLOSE – The Parish Council has been in negotiation with highways to install double yellow lines at the junction of Maynards and Owls Close, after several complaints of parking issues. Cost of proposed work has been estimated at around £900.
(C) PROPOSALS FOR LHI BID 2018/19 – After lengthy discussion, several proposals were put forward for this years LHI bid, the parish council will also look to asking the residents for their ideas, this is to be published in the next edition of LOOK. The three main suggestions were …. Proposals to make the Guildhall Corner area a 20mph zone. To introduce some speed reduction measures for Hill Farm Road. To install a second zebra crossing on Duxford Rd, near to the URC.

ITEM 9. TO DISCUSS AND ACCEPT CONDITIONS OF THE MEMORANDOM OF UNDERSTANDING IN REFERENCE TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND TO DISCUSS NEW GUIDELINES  RELATING TO GDPR FOR BOTH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND THE PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman read out a statement relating to the memorandum of understanding in reference to the neighbourhood plan. All councillors understood the memorandum and were happy with the statement. Chairman to sign. 
Following recent changes in the law relating to data protection, the parish council discussed guidelines relating to GDPR. Clerk to do further investigation in relation to compliance.
ITEM 10. TO DISCUSS AN OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE
Councillors discussed having an official opening at the Newton Road Open Space. Chairman to contact Heidi Allen to see if she is available throughout September. Heidi officially opened the Newton Road affordable homes back in 2016, so it would be really nice for her to return now that the open space is complete. Clerk prepared an expenditure of the open space which is attached.

SECTION 106 CONTRIBUTION & EXPENDITURE
FOR NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE.
SECTION 106 CONTRIBUTION AWARDED WAS £20,571.15
EXPENDITURE
ASBESTOS SURVEY                                                                   400.00
BUTLER BROS INVOICE 1                                                      4,200.00
BUTLER BROS INVOICE 2                                                         960.00
PETER CARTER INVOICE                                                        1,920.99
TOTAL COST OF MANUAL WORK                                     £7,480.99

SOVEREIGN PLAY EQUIPMENT
(INVOICE 1 – 20% DEPOSIT)                                                2,811.58
(INVOICE 2 – 30% PRE INSTALLATION)                              4,217.36
(INVOICE 3 – 50% FINAL BALANCE)                                    6,834.54
TOTAL COST OF PLAY EQUIPMENT (INC VAT)              £13,863.48
  
COMMUNITY CHEST FUND AWARDED - £1,300.00
FOOTBALL GOALS & NETS                                                     215.93
CHILD BENCH @ £137.99 X 2                                                275.98
CHILD PICNIC TABLE                                                               238.99
ADULT PICNIC TABLE                                                              185.00
WOODLAND BENCH SEATS                                                   157.00
WOODLAND WILD FLOWER SEED MIX                               151.20
TOTAL EXPENDITURE OF CHEST FUND                         £1,224.10
TOTAL EXPENDITURE EXCLUDING THE CHEST FUND WHICH WAS NOT PART OF THE 106 CONTRIBUTION IS £21,344.47
WE THEREFORE HAVE AN OVERSPEND OF £773.32

WE ALSO HAVE AN INDEPENDENT POST INSTALLATION INSPECTION
ON THE PLAY EQUIPMENT, AT A COST OF £474.00.
THIS IN INCLUDED IN THE FINAL BALANCE INVOICE.
A COPY IS TO BE SENT TO OUR INSURERS, WE HAVE INCREASED OUR POLICY TO COVER US FOR PUBLIC LIABILTY AND ANY LOSS, DAMAGE OR VANDALISM TO THE EQUIPMENT.

To be discussed further once Chairman has made contact with Heidi Allen. It was also mentioned if any official opening should be combined with the lawn trusts opening of their new play area. To discuss this with the lawn trust.
Clerk asked Councillor Topping to chase up South Cambs over an updated contract / agreement for the Newton Road Open Space.
ITEM 11. TO DISCUSS RECENT ISSUES RELEATING TO THE USE OF THE PUBLIC FOOTPATH FROM CHURCH LANE THROUGH TO THE BAULKS.
The parish council had received complaints over the use of the public footpath from Church Lane through to the baulks. The new owners of 18A Church Close are in the process of construction work and it was brought to our attention that this may be causing issues using the footpath. The parish council assured the residents of Church Close that they would seek clarification  with by the Rights of Way Officer at South Cambs. Councillor Topping to speak with him.
ITEM 12. PLANNING
Upon John Guests recommendation, and the letters of objection from neighbouring properties filed against the parish councils application to remove the yew hedges at the war memorial, the parish council decided to withdraw their application. Both Chairman and Vice Chairman to meet with Mr & Mrs Dunn to discuss the next steps. 
ITEM 13. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
County & District Councillor report to Whittlesford Parish Council
June 2018
Cllr Peter Topping
Roads and buses and transport
Grass cutting at verges: The county council has started the programme of cutting back the grass and vegetation at junctions – especially along the A10 and A505. Thanks to residents who emailed in in response to my request for information and so I now have a list of junctions that they appear to have missed or not done yet. I have asked Jonathan Clarke the highways manager to get these done asap.
Changes at the depot: Evan Laughlin, the highways manager, is leaving in September. I have written to the director of the highways department that there must be a replacement manager in post and an overlap handover period so that the new person can tap into the knowledge that Evan has built up in the two years that he has been with this patch, on the priorities for Whittlesford. Jonathan Clarke, Evan’s boss, has replied and we are meeting to ensure this happens.
Cereals 2018: The A505 will be busier than usual this week and next because of the Cereals Exhibition taking place at Chrishall between WEDNESDAY 13th – THURSDAY 14th JUNE (07:00 – 18:00). 
Cereals attracts around 400 exhibitors and 26,000 farmers over the two days of the event. There is a routing and parking system to reduce the impact of the event traffic on local residents and commuting traffic.  I negotiated this two years ago the last time the exhibition was in Cambridgeshire, and the same methods are in use this time round. 

There are Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders authorising one way systems and speed restrictions on certain roads for the two days of the event and for the build-up and breakdown period.
 Buses1: 7A bus route – I have written to the county council to ask why the bus route which will run from July will not apparently call in at Shelford as we had all requested. I believe Stagecoach have said they don’t want the competition. The parish council should also complain.
Buses2: Cambridge Area Bus Users group: I attended the first meeting of this new group on Saturday 2 June.  The discussion – along with issues about whether the group could adopt a temporary constitution – focussed on how to broaden the support for improvement to all bus routes, through-ticketing, involving young people, exploring bus franchising, whether the proposed Cam Metro should be an either/or or should be developed alongside buses (which I support). I was pleased that the new lobby group includes south Cambridgeshire villages in its catchment area and not just the City.  
Local highways initiatives: The bid deadline for LHI applications is Tuesday 31st July 2018. This is the annual opportunity for parish councils to bid for local highways improvements for which the county council will fund most and the parish council a minimum of ten per cent.
The ideas do not have to be fully baked because once the scheme is in, the bidding parish council will be contacted by a project officer to develop a Feasibility Study. This was introduced a few years back so that villages were not having to become fully fledged road engineers and find technical
solutions overnight. The Feasibility Study will still be presented to the LHI Member Advisory Panel by the parish so you will need good presentational skills.
Here is a link to the guidance on the county website
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-your-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding/

Police issues: I met our PCSO Chris Wiseman. There have been several incidents of forged £20 notes being passed, or attempted to pass, in local village shops and retail outlets. The forgeries are convincing. There are scanner pens that can be used to detect forged notes. It is hard that these forgeries are targeting small shops who are hardest hit by this sort of criminal activity and the ensuring losses.
Following further complaints about bad parking near the Red Lion by commuters I have asked the PCSO to visit and issue parking penalty tickets as needs be.
Travellers: The landowners of the field along the A505 have until 16 June to clear the flytipping that has been allowed there during the illegal encampment otherwise they will be prosecuted. A summons notice has already been served.
I have written to the Minister, Dominin Raab, in response to the government consultation being run on the current powers in law to deal with unauthorised encampments. The consultation closes this Friday on 15 June. There is a simple online form if the parish council wanted to respond with its views.  The link is https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/powers-for-dealing-with-unauthorised-development-and-encampments

Over the past few weeks there have been two groups of travellers moving around villages in South Cambs - one in the south around Thriplow and Duxford, and another group that has moved in and around Cambourne. I have called for the councils and the police to consider applying for preventative injunctions on green spaces such as village greens and recreations grounds, as some councils near London have managed. Three villages near the travellers site at Thriplow Heath have written to the Chief Constable expressing their concern at recent incidents,
Last summer, after a number of illegal trespass issues across South Cambs villages, an information pack was issued by the district and county councils to parish clerks containing advice on the law and traveller’s rights, and key contact numbers of planning enforcement officers and also bailiff companies that the county and district councils use. 
Planning
I have asked the district council to ensure that any work on the Walled Garden site is covered by the right permissions. 
At the Planning Committee meeting in June the District Council confirmed that there is still outline planning permission for the site described on the planning website as “Lion Works” but which is actually the scrapyard site on Station Road. 
Five-year land supply: For the last four years, since 2014, South Cambs District Council has battled to prove that it has enough land for new houses, against what the Government sets as a housing target. If a council can’t prove that it has enough land allocated for housing, known as a “five-year land supply” then it makes it easier for developers to put in speculative bids for housing, and get them pushed through on appeal, even though the council’s planning committee has turned these bids down. On 21 May South Cambs declared it does meet Government targets for new housing
forward from 21st May land, following an updated assessment. This will mean that new planning applications coming 2018 will not only have to meet national standards for planning but those set out in the emerging Local Plan.  The Local Plan gives a clear indication as to where houses should be built, preventing speculative applications.  
I’m pleased that it will be harder for developers to put in speculative bids to build houses where they are not wanted in South Cambridgeshire. But this respite will be brief if there is any trimming of the housing plans by the new Liberal administration at South Cambs. Tinkering with the Local Plan would mean that South Cambridgeshire villages would once again be at the mercy of speculative developers.  Put simply, if the new administration takes out some of the locations for houses, then the district will again fall below its housing targets, and it will again be open season for unwanted developments in our villages.
Health and Well Being in Cambridgeshire: I chaired the health and well-being board for Cambridgeshire last week. I was very pleased to support a proposal for a review into bed-blocking to be carried out now, as although the situation is better than it was, there are still huge pressures on the system, and the CCG, the body that contracts with the hospitals and holds the purse strings overspent by £48 million last year. I made the point that bed-blocking, also known as “delayed transfers of care” happens to real people and this is not just a numbers issue. We need to understand the impact of this on frail, often elderly people.
We also had a report on dementia and what communities could do to prepare for and be “dementia-responsive”. 
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/health/nhs-bed-blocking-cambridgeshire-review-14731995
Flats for nurses
I have been working with health chiefs and Homes England to use some of the money won through the devolution deal with government to build affordable key worker flats for nurses at Northstowe new town, so that they could meet the needs of Addenbrookes Hospital – you can get the guided bus from Northstowe to Addenbrookes. I will be pressing the district council and the mayor to work together on this, for the benefit of all of us who might one day need to use our hospital. 
If you need to contact me, please use my email peterwwtopping@gmail.com  or call 07825 876582 and leave a message.  
Peter Topping
ITEM 14. ACCOUNTS 
[bookmark: _GoBack]THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS  WERE APPROVED
9TH MAY – 12TH JUNE 2018 (MONTH 3)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
ROB FODEN (Cemetery)                                                    140.00
ROB FODEN (Maynards)                                                    140.00
CARY BOYCE (Allotments)                                                 160.00
CARY BOYCE (Allotments)                                                 171.00
MARIE SWANN (Clerks Salary -72 hrs)                            881.94
MARIE SWANN (HMRC / PAYE)                                          52.76
MARIE SWANN (Clerks work from home allowance)     53.50
MARIE SWANN (Petty cash inc £250 MG)                      333.69
MARIE SWANN (Petty cash purchases see invoices)    233.94
FILE STORAGE (PC Office – Mem Hall)                            193.06
PC OFFICE STORAGE UNIT                                                 147.96     
TRUDIE DAVIDSON ( NP Admin)                                       334.10
PARISH CHURCH (Room Hire NP)                                       20.00
HUGH HOLLAND ( Honorarium for Auditing)                 100.00
WILLIAM WESTLEY PTA (Sponsor for APM)                    100.00
PROVISIONS FOR APM                                                          44.06
LOOK MAGAZINE (Supplement Ad APM)                        156.00
SOVEREIGN PLAY EQUIPMENT (NROS)                         6,834.54
PETER CARTER (NROS)                                                     1,920.99
RH GARDEN SERVICES (Litter Picking)                              240.00
RH GARDEN SERVICES (Graffiti / Bus Shelters)               175.00
MILLENNIUM GROUP (gazebos)                                        250.00
HEDGE CUT AND TREE CROWNS                                       280.00
MCAFFEE OFFICE 365                                                            31.99
LAND REGISTRY                                                                      18.00
PC WORLD LAPTOP SUBSCRIPTION                                      8.49
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                            £12,687.33
NO ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
ITEM 15. CORRESPONDENCE 
Expenditure of the Newton Road Open Space / 106 contribution
(Attached)
ITEM 16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The date of the next parish council meeting is Tuesday 10th July 2018.
Meeting closed at 10pm






