WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
TUESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2018 AT 7.30PM AT THE MEMORIAL HALL 
www.whittleweb.org.uk 


PRESENT : Chairman – Arthur Greaves. Pam Freeman, Will Thomas, Jan Holmes, Eleanor Norman, Kirsty Davis, Peter Topping, Parish Clerk – Marie Swann & 28 members of the public.
LATE ARRIVALS : Vice Chairman – Tim Teversham and Councillor Ken Winterbottom.
The Parish Council meeting opened promptly at 7.30pm
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Jude Townley.
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Vice Chairman – Tim Teversham and Councillor Ken Winterbottom both declared an interest in agenda item 6 – Planning application for the proposed development of the Walled Garden. Both councillors are feoffes of the Nicholas Swallow Charity and for this reason neither were present for the discussion of agenda item 6, and neither did they vote.
Councillor Peter Topping also declared an interest in agenda item 6. Should the planning application go to planning committee then Peter would not be able to vote on this application if he took part in the parish council vote, he therefore did not take part in any discussion and neither did he vote.


ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of parish council meeting held on Tuesday 10th July 2018, were signed as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING / ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
LHI BID 2019/20 
Our application to highways for our LHI bid for 2019/20 was submitted to highways on the 30th July, after agreeing at last meeting that our chosen bid was for a second zebra crossing on Duxford Rd and to make the guildhall corner / junction and area a 20mph zone.
It was suggested to keep the third chosen option of traffic calming measures at Hill Farm Rd for further discussion at a later date and perhaps put this option forward next time round.
LITTER PICKING 
Our litter picker has been continuing to monitor Royston Rd for any further untoward items dumped, it was also brought to our attention that Duxford Parish Council have also had the same issue of used needles being dumped on the side of the road.
We continue to have an ongoing issue at the parking layby on the Shelford Rd, where we are finding an increased amount of bin bags.
Our litter picker will continue to monitor these areas.
Our litter picker has also been carrying out bin and bench repairs and maintenance, there are also some bus shelters that need attention.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
The Parish Council continues to receive complaints regarding an overgrown hedgerow at the junction of Owls Close / Station Rd West. This is now in the hands of the County Council.
Several issues of double parking have been reported. A major concern was raised when a fire engine struggled to dodge the chicane parking along Royston Rd. This has been forwarded to highways for further investigation in the hope that the yellow lines can be extended.
It has been reported that the give way sign post at the far end of Royston Rd / A505 was knocked over when the county council were resurfacing the A505.
Complaints regarding the 7A bus have been received. Complaints include late arrival on more than one occasion and failing to turn up at all. Councillor Topping to take this up with the bus operator.
Concerns over the use of a footpath in Knights Orchard have been discussed. Further investigation is required to clarify public use of the path.
The condition of the bench on the outer Hunts Rd roundabout footpath was raised, the parish council has added it to the list of benches to be refurbished. 
The parish council were asked for an update to the rights of way issue that has been ongoing with the baulks footpath regarding moving a boundary fence onto the public path. This matter is in the hands of the public rights of way officer at South Cambs.
The master plan was raised, and the parish council were hoping to have a presentation from the Greater Cambridge Partnership but it has been postponed until October or November.
The footpaths on Duxford Rd were again raised, the parish council has been in contact with highways regarding repairs to the Duxford Rd path from the URC up to the junction of Royston Rd, however this has proven far more costly than anticipated and the parish council will now have to meet with highways to see what can be done.
It was agreed that the footpath on the opposite side of Duxford Rd from outside Dellers farm along to the junction of Station Rd could be widened. Over time the grass has grown over the path and this needs to be removed to allow maximum width and use of the path for prams, pushchairs etc.
Clerk to get a quote for this from RH Garden Services who did a very good job on the North Rd path. 
Another query raised on Duxford Rd, was the use of orange netting and stakes. A residents query was that he felt the netting and stakes were considered a danger to on coming traffic where you find yourself in a situation of having to brake quickly and you are unable to move over onto the grass verge. The netting and stakes should only be used as a temporary solution whilst grass seed is repairing itself. 
Several pot holes in the village still require attention, main concerns are in Station Rd. Councillor Topping is liaising with highways for repairs to be carried out.
ITEM 6. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE WALLED GARDEN
PLANNING APPLICATION REF : S/2675/18/FL
Representation from Laragh Homes (property developers of the Walled Garden Project) attended the meeting to answer questions regarding the proposed development.
After lengthy discussion to build 10 homes on the land of the walled garden Church Lane, the application was rejected by both the residents and the parish council.
Concerns were raised over the shared ownership of the wall, the impact of such a development in close proximity to the parish church and many other listed buildings, further concerns of increased traffic movements in both Church Lane and the junction of Church Lane / Duxford Rd. Other concerns included the impact on the primary school and how residents on the outskirts of the village could loose out to primary school places if more developments are built in the centre of the village, as proven in this year’s school intake, where children from both Newton Rd and Station Rd / Owls Close were not given a place at William Westley, as places were allocated on a radius distance from the school.
There was great confusion over the paddock land that was to be gifted to the parish council, however at the same time the property developer claimed it were to be an overspill car park area for the housing development and for church parking. 
On the whole the general feeling was that such proposals would be an inappropriate development of greenbelt land.
7 parish councillors were in attendance and all voted not in favour of the development. 3 councillors declared an interest and 1 councillor was absent.
Tim Teversham and Ken Winterbottom joined the meeting at approximately 8.45pm.
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 
Other planning matters discussed included :
1A High Street – Shop & Post Office 
The parish council received a letter from the neighbouring properties of 1A High Street – for planning ref : S/2665/18/FL – It was apparent that the planning application had several errors and this was thought to be unacceptable, they asked that the parish council support their recommendations to South Cambs to amend the application before any decision was made. The parish council had no recommendation on the application but did fully support their reasons to ask that the application be amended before any decision was made. (Letter attached).
1 Bar Lane Cottages – Application pending a decision.
17D West End – Tree Application.
20 Burma Rd – Tree Application (Maple & Cherry)
18 Royston Rd – House built in wrong position. (Awaiting decision)
11 Station Rd West – To extend garage.
1 North Rd – Tickell Arms – Emergency tree felling.
4 Shelford Rd – No Objections.
Lawn Cottage Church Lane – To remove trees (Orchard)
The Lawn – To remove a Horse chestnut tree
Land at Royston Rd – Budworth Development – Appeal dismissed.
ITEM 7. TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS TO MANAGE THE OPEN SPACE AT THE MOORFIELD RD DEVELOPMENT
The Parish Council had received correspondence from the developers of the Moorfield Rd housing development asking if the parish council would consider managing the open space.
The correspondence was received by all councillors but it was felt that more information was required before it could make a decision of that kind. 
Further information is required on the possibility of a section 106 payment to help with the maintenance costs similar to that awarded for the Maynards open space back in 1993.
The developers did however confirm that the Moorfield Rd housing development will be known as ‘Old Boundary Close’, This name was put forward by the Whittlesford Society in recognition to the Old boundary that once divided Duxford from Whittlesford when the original A505 was indeed Royston Rd.

ITEM 8. TO FINALISE ARRANGMENTS FOR THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEWTON ROAD OPEN SPACE
Final preparations are underway for the official opening of the Newton Road Open Space on Saturday 29th September.
The open space will officially be opened by our MP Heidi Allen at 2pm with the planting of a tree.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Please bring your own picnic, a blanket and perhaps even an umbrella. 
Councillor Eleanor Norman suggested that Ashley Arbon could arrange for a tree to be planted. Clerk to liaise with Ashley for final arrangements and Clerk to purchase a tree plaque.
Clerk has bunting from the Queens 90th celebration and will put this up on the day. It was suggested to ask the Millennium Group for use of their new gazebos.
Councillors who were able to offer help in setting up on the day, it was suggested to meet up at the open space at around 10.30am.

ITEM 9. TO UPDATE THE EMERGENCY PARISH PLAN
The Parish Council had received correspondence from South Cambs District Council to update the emergency parish plan. This is a document that all parishes are advised to have in place should an emergency situation arise. The parish council felt that with amenities such as a main line train station and the close proximity of both the M11 and the IWM it were necessary to have an emergency plan in place. Clerk to contact SCDC to see if what details are currently held for our parish and councillors were asked for their suggestions and ideas of what should be included. Clerk to report back on this at next meeting as further information was required from South Cambs.






ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
County and District Councillor report to Whittlesford Parish Council September 2018
Roads in the village
I met the new highways manager, Denis, who has replaced Evan at the highways depot covering this area. I have asked him to get on with repairing the holes in Station Road that have been marked up for work. 
We will be meeting again in early October for a site visit to the village so to prepare for that can I invite the parish council to run through a list of road and drain issues collated for me to raise with him when we meet. If a parish council representative wanted to be there too that would be helpful. 
Please keep reporting potholes – the county council, in a recent news release, has said that “Cambridgeshire has become the ‘mother’ of three fiery ‘dragons’ as the campaign against potholes continues.  They will join the county’s first dragon patcher which since January, has made almost 7,000 repairs to potholes and larger patches across Cambridgeshire. The machine is much more efficient, as it can repair up to 150 potholes a day and is faster and quieter than traditional methods.
Planning - Local Plan
After four years, the Planning Inspector has judged "sound" the joint local plan put in by South cambs and City of Cambridge way back in 2014. This Plan sets out where houses should be built over the 2020s and into the 2030s, and against which any big planning application is assessed. This does matter because without a Local Plan there is a free for all of development.
What does this mean for Whittlesford?
The new Local Plan makes provision for over 30,000 houses to be built through the next 15 years across South Cambs, mainly on big new sites such as Waterbeach. There is SPACE on these sites for over 40,000 houses. So there is no strong argument for FURTHER sites to be put forward over the next few years, even though the developers will be very keen that such sites are put forward round here in 2019 when there is a mini-review of the Local Plan.
The inspector came out in favour of the Green Belt, which is relevant for Whittlesford as we have a lot of Green Belt round the village – and has implications for the Walled Garden application, which is in the Green belt.
Given the complexity of a plan covering two high-growth economic areas, and the huge interest and challenge from developers keen to nibble into the Green Belt and build in and around Cambridge (mostly around) some might say that it isn't perhaps too surprising that it has taken longer than most Local Plans to get through the part-time Inspector's analysis.
Other Planning issues
I have raised the concerns of residents on the High Street that a planning application may be factually inaccurate and arranged for the planning officer to come out for a site visit. 
The Smithson-Hill planning appeal is likely to be next spring of 2019. This was for the agri-tech park plan down from the MacDonald’s roundabout which would add potentially 4,000 car journeys into the local mix. It was rejected at planning committee at South Cambs and I attended and spoke against it.
I put in my objections to the Uttlesford plans for a large garden village at Gt Chesterford because there was nothing in the application that would alleviate the increased traffic here that the development would bring. 
Oxford – Cambridge rail route and Barrington quarry works
The current situation: the government is due to announce by the end of the year the possible routes connecting Bedford to Cambridge by rail. This would happen in about ten years’ time, so not next year and unlikely before 2025.  The easiest route in terms of engineering, and therefore the cheapest, is a southern route from between below Sandy and coming in near Shepreth and Foxton. Another more expensive option, favoured by the pressure group CBBR, and others, is along the A428 transport artery. There are pros and cons – the difference in cost would probably have to be met by offering significantly more house building in South Cambs, but a route through Cambourne would link up a lot of settlements and avoid the green space to the south of the district.  The CBBR are hosting an event with the Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Community Rail Partnership at Shepreth Village Hall on September 25 at 7.30pm.
The Barrington Quarry decision before the planning committee at the county was deferred to Oct 4 and I will be attending because of the knock-on effect on the A10 re the trains going to the quarry. 
Broadband
Cambridgeshire County Council has been awarded £4.15m funding from the government’s Rural Broadband Infrastructure Scheme to target remote rural businesses in areas where broadband services are not available. The funding will be used to extend the next phase of the fibre broadband rollout to the most rural parts of the county, supporting Connecting Cambridgeshire’s ambitious targets to exceed 99% superfast coverage across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough by the end of 2020. 
Asylum seekers
There has been an increase in the numbers of asylum seekers arriving in the county. This includes the Somali people picked up in Thriplow two weekends ago. The reason for the increase is not known, but it puts pressure on county services, especially where young people are involved. 
Proposed Police meeting
Although the response I have had from the Chief Constable wasn’t hugely helpful, regarding recent issues of rural crime in the area, and the unlawful encampment at Thriplow, the sector inspector is offering a briefing with reps from local parish councils, and when I get a date I will arrange. The district council will be there too as many of these things are dealt with between the police and the councils. I was very pleased that parish councils wrote to the police about all this and the offer of a meeting is in part a response from the police to that pressure by parish councils.

Peter Topping
County councillor
ITEM 11. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR AUGUST & SEPTEMBER
The following accounts for August & September were approved.
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
FOR 11TH JULY – 14TH AUGUST 2018 (MONTH 5)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Rob Foden – Cemetery                                                                140.00
Rob Foden – Mayanrds                                                                140.00
Cary Boyce – Allotments                                                              160.00
Price Bailey – Payroll Services                                                       25.80
Peoples Pension – Set up fee                                                      360.00
Peoples Pension – Employers Contribution (June)                    72.52
Peoples Pension – Employers Contribution (July)                      77.35
Inland Revenue (Dept work & pensions)                                   105.55                                          
Clerks Salary (64 hours)                                                                780.42
Clerks Work from home allowance                                               53.50
Clerks HMRC / PAYE Contribution                                                 26.77
Petty Cash items purchased (see invoices)                                110.26
Petty Cash re : Roadshow venue RLH                                          500.00
Trudie Davidson (NP Admin)                                                        333.60
The Red Lion Hotel (Venue hire/NP Roadshow) (PAID)           490.50
The Bees in the Wall  (Refreshments/NP Roadshow)                50.00
Pop up Banners (NP Roadshow)                                                  414.00
A5 Flyers (NP Roadshow)                                                                87.00
R H Services (Litter picking / Bin & Bench Repair)                    240.00
Materials for bench repair                                                              67.56
Cemetery Bins                                                                                   60.30
Lewis Tree Surgery (Cherry Tree/Royston Road)                      320.00
To grind out tree stumps from parish cemetery                       180.00
MD Landscapes                                                                            1,104.00
Office 365 Subscription                                                                    79.99
HP Customer Help (2 invoices £36.00 & £33.99)                         69.99
Glasdons (NROS Fusion Bin)                                                          434.60
The Notice Board Company (NROS)                                             414.00
The Notice Board Company (Parish Cemetery)                          334.80
Wealdon Furniture (Plaque for bench)                                          39.95
Pc World monthly subscription pc laptop                                       8.49
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                           £7.280.95

ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Community Chest Fund                                                                500.00
Cambs County Council (verge cut grant)                                1,823.02
Groundworks (NP Grant Funding)                                           1,200.00                                              
Cemetery Inscription add on                                                         17.00
Petty Cash (IN)                                                                               500.00
Refunded stationery item                                                              21.83
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED (MONTH 5)                          £4,061.85

Please note that further items may be added up to and including 14th August.
Full accounts to be approved at meeting on 11th September 2018.

WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
15th August – 11th September 2018 (MONTH 6)
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                140.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                               1 40.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                              160.00
Price Bailey (Payroll Services)                                                      25.80
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                               80.58
Clerks Salary (64 hrs + 16 hrs holiday)                                      954.46
HMRC / PAYE                                                                                   78.74
Clerks Work from home allowance                                             53.50
Clerks Expenses (Petty Cash)                                                      100.62
Land Registry                                                                                    48.00
Ground covering for allotments                                                 160.00
Trudie Davidson (NP Admin)                                                       314.05
Lewis Tree Surgery                                                                        220.00
Lewis Tree Surgery                                                                        280.00
Lewis Tree Surgery (missed invoice from August)                   720.00
Memorial Hall Room Hire                                                            210.00
RH Garden Services                                                                       240.00
[bookmark: _Hlk525082275]PKF Accountants & Business Advisers                                       360.00
Capalc – Ref : GDPR Subscription                                                 75.00
TOTAL                                                                                        £4,360.75

September accounts has the following 2 amendments 
1. HMRC / PAYE payment of £78.74 previously not included.
1. Capalc Subscription for GDPR of £75.00 – late arrival of invoice.
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED – No Accounts Received.
A collective amount of Allotment rents are coming in, I will carry them over to accounts received for October.
Missed invoice from August accounts for tree work on the Lawn.
Notification from SCDC re : Community Chest Fund - £500 Bacs payment, to deduct from previous balance as still not received.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence received has been forwarded to all councillors.
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next parish council meeting is Tuesday 9th October 2018.
The meeting closed at 10.10pm


