WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
www.whittleweb.org.uk
MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16TH AUGUST 2017.

PRESENT
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Tim Teversham – Vice Chairman
Pam Freeman
Ken Winterbottom
Jan Holmes
Jude Townley
Martin Livermore
Will Thomas
Peter Topping
Eleanor Norman
Marie Swann – Parish Clerk & 28 members of the public.

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Kirsty Davis
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman & Jude Townley all declared an interest in Item 7 - Planning application S/2777/17/OL – Outline planning application for up to 20 dwellings in Royston Rd. All 3 councillors are residents of Royston Rd.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES -The Minutes of the parish council meeting held on Tuesday 11th July 2017 were signed by the chairman as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING – Tree surgery in Royston Rd was completed by Mark Lewis. The new notice board for Station Rd (west) was installed by Richard Renouf.
ITEM 5. KIRSTY HUMAN – SCDC – TRANSPORT HUB – Kirsty Human from South Cambs District Council attended the meeting to give a brief chat regarding Whittlesford being a possible Transport Hub. A further meeting at South Cambs follow on the 6th September.
ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM – Chairman Arthur Greaves and Peter Topping both spoke of recent Travellers at Stapleford Rec, and how we should be thinking about a plan of action and putting some of our own measures in place by having an on hand bailiff to call upon, should we ever be in that situation.
ITEM 7. PLANNING – Several planning application were discussed including :
S/2584/17/RM – 83 Moorfield Rd – 18 Dwellings. Follow up application for outline planning already granted.
S/2633/17/FL – 83 Moorfield Rd – Application for an additional 2 dwellings. The parish council were concerned of the access to the development with increased dwellings being proposed, and that a footpath on the same side of the road should be provided to enable pedestrians, especially children, to access village facilities (including the village school and playgroup) with safety. This should be a basic requirement for any new development. It is a dangerous stretch of road to walk along and a slippery grass verge is not suitable for buggies and toddlers on bikes. This junction is used widely by residents crossing over from Moorfield Rd Duxford side who attend our primary school.
S/0746/15/OL – Lion Works Station Rd West. This application had no further information to offer than of a previous application.
S/2698/17/FL – 18A Church Close – Replacement dwelling. The parish council had no objections to this application.
S2777/17/OL – Royston Rd – Outline application for up to 20 dwellings with all matters reserved for subsequent approval. No objections.
App/W0530?17/3177456 – Farriers. Newton Rd. Appeal against SCDC’s refusal to grant permission. The parish council supports the appeal.
No further information known regarding the appeal that is pending with Spinney Hill Farm, Newton Rd.
ITEM 8. PUBLIC FOOTPATH QUERIES/MAINTENANCE
The parish clerk gave an update on the ongoing issue that is being dealt with by Peter Gaskin the Rights of way Officer. A resident of Church Close has extended their boundary fence / shed on to the baulks public footpath leading up to the parish church & cemetery.
The Rights of way officer has sent letters to all residents within that area to remind them that they cannot under any circumstances extend their fence onto a public footpath, and they ask them to check their own boundary and for overgrown shrubbery that may be encroaching the footpath. The Rights of way officer will be monitoring this again in early September.
Another query raised with the baulks public footpath was of the gates at the entrance of North rd. Several residents have asked that the gates be kept unlocked to allow easier access to the footpath to Sawston. The North Rd gates are kept locked, but many residents claim that the single gate that is open for public access to the path is not wide enough to cater for some of the larger prams and pushchairs. The public footpath from opposite lawn cottage in church lane through to the cemetery is not wide enough for pushchairs or mobility scooters, and neither can the path be accessed through the church lane gates to the church due to the kissing style gate. The parish council take on board all comments received and will act accordingly.
It was agreed the clerk is to obtain quotes for the clearance of the Whippletree to Spinney Hill Farm footpath and Middlemoor Rd  via Spinney Cottage to the Millennium Woods. Both which are overgrown and in need of a regular maintenance. 
ITEM 9. COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR PETER TOPPING 
UPDATE ON THE 7A BUS AND THE PROPOSED PLANS FOR NUGV
(North Uttlesford Garden Village).
Councillor Topping chaired a recent meeting at the URC Church to assure the residents of the village that a replacement operator will be provided when the current  Whippet Coaches ends its contract for the 7A bus on 2nd September. A great deal of interest has been shown from other providers, and the County Council will put this out for tender for a new route to hopefully start in March 2018.
Proposed plans for a  Garden Village on the outskirts of Great Chesterford have been alarming many other local villages of possible consequences of 500 homes being built.
ITEM 10. TO CONSIDER QUOTATION FOR THE RESTORATION OF OUR VILLAGE SIGN.
Our village sign is in need of a refurb. Chairman and Clerk met with David Carter to discuss what could be done, given that the village sign is now 40 years old. The Carter family originally hand crafted the sign back in 1977 and on this occasion it was agreed that we would not look for any other tenders and agreed the quotation of £1,300 plus vat. This is of course subject to rise depending on the condition once stripped down, that is not necessarily visible from the outside. The sign is expected to be back with us in approx. 6 weeks.
ITEM 12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 12th September 2017 


ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS
ACCOUNTS  – 12TH JULY – 16TH AUGUST 2017
Standing Orders :
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                                  £120.00
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                     £120.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                                     £125.00
To Pay :
Marie Swann (Clerks work from home allowance)                       £53.50
Marie Swann (Training Course part 2. 52 miles @45p per mile)
                          Total £23.40 less £1.56 over payment.                 £21.84
Marie Swann (Paper & Ink Cartridge)                                              £33.51
Cpalc (New Clerks Training)                                                             £200.00
Notice Board (Station Rd)                                                                £334.80
Richard Renouf (To install notice board)                                         £32.42
Lewis Tree Surgery (Royston Road)                                               £360.00                                                 
Lewis Tree Surgery ( Re: Royston Rd)                                            £940.00
Lewis Tree Surgery ( Re: Moorfield Rd)                                         £300.00
Jo Denny (NP Admin – 32 hours )                                                   £296.60
Jo Denny ( PAYE to HMRC )                                                              £23.40
Parish Church Room Hire 
(Room hire re: NP meeting – 25th July)                                          £15.00
[bookmark: _GoBack] TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                              £2,976.07
There are No accounts received this month.
Meeting closed at 9.50pm


