
MINUTES OF THE WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL ON TUESDAY 13TH JUNE 2017
www.whittleweb.org.uk

PRESENT
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Marie Swann – Vice Chair & Acting Parish Clerk
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes 
Jude Townley
Martin Livermore
Ken Winterbottom
Peter Topping
Will Thomas – late arrival
6 members of the public were also present.

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Tim Teversham
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ANY AGENDA ITEM
None
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9TH MAY 2017
The minutes were signed as a true record.

ITEM 4. MATTERS ARRISING
POSITION OF PARISH CLERK
Arthur, Pam and Tim carried out the interviews for the position of Parish Clerk. It was agreed that a background knowledge of the village and the day to day running of the parish council was an advantage to this position and Marie Swann was appointed Parish Clerk. This is an unpaid position for 12 months.
Marie Swann was happy to accept the position and will resign her position as Councillor accordingly.
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
 2 members of the public had shown an interest in joining the parish council, both whom were invited along to June’s meeting to see for themselves what’s involved.
At present there is only one vacancy following the resignation of Ella Pope.
Upon the resignation of Marie Swann as Councillor, and once the Returning Officer at South Cambs has been notified, a statutory notice is to be published on the website and will also be advertised in the shop window and notice boards. If 10 members of the public wish to call an election they must notify the returning officer within 14 days, failing any by-election, the parish council will be free to co-opt. 
There were some amendments to make on the bank account, due to the resignation of previous Clerk Roy Warnes. Arthur Greaves and Ken Winterbottom signed the necessary paper work.
A Direct Debit mandate also required a signature to set up a pay roll account for employees.


ITEM 5. HOUSING SURVEY RESULTS
There was a brief presentation from Mark Deas, The Rural Housing Enabler at Cambridge Acre. Mark presented the results of the housing survey commissioned by the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group in January. Response rate of the survey was 27%, which is higher than the average. Concerns were that the houses should be occupied by families and individuals with a strong village connection, and that houses should remain affordable rather than be purchased and sold on.
These results have been published on the Neighbourhood Plan Website.  www.whittlesfordneighbourhoodplan.co.uk

ITEM 6. OPEN FORUM
A resident of Church Close has extended their fence / shed onto the boundary of the Baulks footpath. This footpath is used widely by funeral vehicles to gain access to both the parish church and cemetery. We had previously raised this issue with the Rights of Way Officer for investigation, and Marie was to chase this up.
The question was again raised about the cutting of the memorial hedge within the bird nesting season, where a nest was found and the contractor carefully cut around this to avoid any disturbance.
The Parish Council takes on boards all comments relating to the cutting of hedges within this season.
Several complaints were received from members of the public regarding overgrown boundaries.
Letters will be sent to all residents in question asking that they cut back the overgrowth which often encroaches a footpath or highway.



A follow up from a previous complaint regarding inconsiderate parking around the Lawn, this complaint has been forwarded to the Lawn Trust for attention.
Several complaints of overgrown trees that are in need of attention.
These include both Royston and Station Road, Duxford Road and North Road. The Parish Council are to follow this up with arranging a site meeting with the tree surgeon.
A complaint was received regarding the wide use of the footpath from the church across to Sawston. Complaints are that many club cyclists are using this footpath at weekends when village residents are using the path for a Sunday afternoon walk with both children and dogs, and suddenly they are surrounded by a large group of club cyclists. Better signage is perhaps needed throughout the footpath to warn both cyclists and pedestrians.


ITEM 7. REPORT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Planning reports were received from IWM at Duxford.
A new single story building to the north west of the site for document storage. No objection.
The Tickell Arms – S/1542/17/LB  /  S/1537/17/FL
New rear extension to house a chill store, and to install a new compressor to minimise noise. No objection.
Orient House, High Street – S/1751/17/FL 
To increase size of previously approved extension. No objection.

ITEM 8. PARKING ON GRASS VERGES ALONG DUXFORD ROAD
AND THE HIGH STREET.
Parking in various parts of the village has become a problem, more recently in the High St and on the verges on Duxford Rd.
It was agreed that only a more radical plan to build a Park and Ride Car park near to the Station would make any real difference.
Any such development would be through the City Deal, and their team would be invited to a meeting, together with the Chairman of Pampisford PC, since the car park would be in their parish.

ITEM 9. MAJOR UPDATE AND REVAMP OF WHITTLEWEB
Having had 3 quotes for updating Whittleweb, for it to comply with all legal requirements. It was agreed to go with Parish Council Websites quote for £649. Parish Council Websites were highly recommended as they recently hosted Thriplow’s village website. 

ITEM 10. DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Councillor Topping reported that the A505 garage application had been withdrawn, but is likely to be revised and resubmitted.
The Spinney Hill Farm burial site have lodged an appeal, the chances of any success remain low.
Now that Section 106 and further funding for early years education will be available for Whittlesford, it was agreed to set up a meeting at Cambourne between representatives of the PC, Whitsers, William Westley School and the County Council to consider options.


ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 10TH MAY – 13TH JUNE 2017
CHEQUE PAYMENTS
Duxford Hire                                                                        £90.00
Richard Renouf                                                                  £275.94
LOOK Magazine                                                                 £156.00
Jo Denny                                                                             £191.28
Bees in the Wall                                                                  £53.38
Whitsers (Sponser APM)                                                  £100.00
Marie Swann (printer paper)                                               £6.77
Marie Swann (printer ink)                                                  £22.49
Marie Swann (stationery)                                                   £14.80
Marie Swann (stamps)                                                        £13.44
Marie Swann (Cpalc Subscripton)                                     £22.50
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marie Swann (work from home allowance)                    £53.50
STANDING ORDERS
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                      £120.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                     £125.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                   £125.00
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                £1,365.10
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Four Churches Benefice                                                    £543.00
Memorial Stone (Ref Derek Hardy)                                 £140.00
Internment of Ashes (Jean Payne)                                   £120.00
Exclusive Rights (Ref H27)                                                 £82.50
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                         £885.50

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDENCE
A request for a grant was received from Whitsers Committee, to help fund a baby changing area.
It has been referred to the Memorial Hall Trustees meeting on the 27th June for consideration.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 11th July 2017
Meeting closed at 9.40pm














