


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
www.whittleweb.org.uk
MINUTES OF THE WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL ON TUESDAY 11TH JULY 2017

PRESENT
Marie Swann – Parish Clerk
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Tim Teversham
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes
Jude Townley
Martin Livermore
Ken Winterbottom
3 members of the public were also present.

ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Will Thomas & Peter Topping

ITEM 2. RESIGNATION OF MARIE SWANN AND TO APPOINT A NEW VICE CHAIRMAN
Marie Swann having formally resigned as parish councillor to take up her position as parish clerk. The meeting agreed to appoint Tim Teversham as vice-chairman.

ITEM 3. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANICIES / CO-OPTION
Following on from two recent resignations of Ella Pope and Marie Swann, the council had two vacancies to fill. Two residents had shown an interest in joining and the council agreed to co-opt them on. Kirsty Davis and Eleanor Norman both accepted the chairman’s proposal, and they were invited to come and join the meeting as co-opted councillors.

ITEM 4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ANY AGENDA ITEM
None

ITEM 5. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD ON 13TH JUNE 2017
The minutes were signed as a true record.

ITEM 6. MATTERS ARISING – ACTION TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
On behalf of the parish council, I accepted Cambridgeshire County Councils offer of £1,823.02 towards our village maintenance for 2017/18.
Following complaints regarding overgrown shrubbery letters were sent to 3 properties (Lawn Cottage, Pond House and Grove House)
All have responded and will clear the shrubbery at their earliest convenience.
Peter Gaskin - The Rights of Way Officer was contacted regarding a right of way issue on The Baulks footpath. A resident of Church Close who has moved their boundary out onto the footpath. This will be followed up by The Rights of Way Officer.
The Lawn Trust were again notified of a resident’s complaint of inconsiderate parking on and around the Lawn bungalows.
Highways Sub Committee met with Highways Engineer Josh Rutherford to finalise details of traffic calming measures for Duxford Rd.  Also, to chase up outstanding white lining to be completed on zebra crossing.
After discussions at previous meeting on 13th June 2017 regarding overgrown trees on North Rd, Lewis Tree Surgery were appointed to cut back the overgrowth of the trees along the North Rd footpath by the village sign at a cost of £300, and to raise the crown on 4 large Oaks on Duxford Rd at a cost of £80.
It was also agreed that following quotes from previous meeting that more tree surgery was needed on Royston Rd, Station Rd and Moorfield Rd. Lewis tree surgery were appointed to commence work on Royston Rd for an agreed sum of £940, and further quotes would be sought for Moorfield Rd and the Moorfield Rd triangle at the junction of the A505 as you enter Whittlesford as this has become very overgrown and looks messy.
Parish Council Websites were paid a 30% deposit to begin work on the website design and upgrade. Cheque was issued on 23rd June for the sum of £194.
Following the collapse of the Station Road notice board it was agreed by the Chairman to purchase a new lightweight aluminium notice board at an approx. cost of £300.
Fields in Trust, The Lawn trust and I have finally received draft copies of the legal lease, we hope to have this finalised shortly.
Parish Clerk Training Course was agreed by the Chairman at a cost of £200, together with travelling expenses to attend the course of 45p per mile.

ITEM 7. OPEN FORUM
There has been a serious water leak outside the property of Reeds Cottage on West End, which has left a rather large pothole in the road. Both the water company and highways have now attended the property and repairs have been done.
2 oak trees were kindly donated for the cemetery in memory of the late Mr & Mrs Sugden after losing the large hornbeam during Storm Doris. Cemetery Groundsman is to plant the trees.
A complaint has been received from a resident of The Moraine regarding overgrown trees that border both The Moraine and Knights Orchard. Denied responsibility from all parties, Cllr Topping agreed to take this up with maps and data to establish ownership.
The Parish Council were again questioned regarding cutting of hedges in the bird nesting season, and points were taken on board.
The same resident returned to again complain about the inconsiderate parking on and around the Lawn and the Lawn Bungalows who are elderly residents and are unable to park outside their property when events are taking place on the Lawn. The complaint will once again be forwarded to the Lawn Trust for action and both the Chair and Vice Chair agreed to attend the next Lawn Trust meeting to try and establish a solution.
A complaint was made regarding the footpath on Hill Farm Rd, and the cycle path as you leave Hill Farm Rd and head towards the IWM at Duxford.  The Highways and Environmental Sub Committee to assess and contact the Highways department to see what can be done to the footpath surface.
Tim Teversham requested that a new battery was purchased for the speed monitor.
A parked car on the footpath outside the property of Orient House was questioned for its inconsiderate parking.
ITEM 8. EXPENSES OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
Several members of the steering group have asked if they can be reimbursed for items purchased for the neighbourhood plan such as maps, and to pay for ink for printing. It was agreed that there had to be some way of regulating the amount spent, therefore it was best to increase the NP admin clerks expenses per month to cover the cost of printer paper and ink. If Jo Denny was happy to print the necessary paperwork out, and it would be at the NP admin clerks discretion if she felt maps were needed for the neighbourhood plan.
It was also brought to our intention that the NP admin clerk was having to pay for room hire for neighbourhood plan meetings from her own money, it was agreed that in future we would ask that the church room hire invoice the parish council directly.
ITEM 9. REPORT FROM THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
The following planning matters were discussed:
Recent applications by the Tickell Arms and Orient House have been approved by the District Council.
The planning application for 47 North Road has been withdrawn.
21 Ledo Road – Replacement of existing conservatory – No objection.
3 Church Close – 2 Storey side extension – No objection.
114 Duxford Road – Further extension of a previously extended house – concern that this may be an overdevelopment.
92 Duxford Road – Extension over garage – No objection.
Lawn Cottage – Renovation to rear – No objection.
Spinney Hill Farm – Change of use to burial site – awaiting decision on appeal.
ITEM 10. REPORT FROM THE MEMORIAL HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.
The report was emailed to all councillors and no report was discussed at meeting.
ITEM 11. REPORT FROM THE LAWN TRUST
Jan Holmes reported that new memorial plaques on the Lawn are to be put on the pavilion as there is no need for any more benches. £32,000 has been pledged for the play area refurbishment fund.
ITEM 12. REPORT FROM THE ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE
Tim Teversham reported that the deposit for new allotment holders may have to rise to reflect the real cost of clearing overgrown plots.
ITEM 13. DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
Peter Topping was absent from the meeting, but his report was emailed to all councillors.
ITEM 14. ACCOUNTS TO PAY & RECEIVED










ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR PERIOD 12TH JUNE – 11TH JULY 2017 
ACCOUNTS TO PAY 
NP Admin - (27.5 hrs admin for June)                                           £220.00
NP Admin – PAYE to HMRC                                                               £55.00
NP Admin - Church Room Hire 2 @ £15                                         £30.00
NP Admin - Fixed Expenses                                                               £16.05
Parish Clerk - Stationery                                                                   £13.05
Parish Clerk - Ink Cartridges                                                             £43.22
Parish Clerk - Postage Stamps & signed for letter                        £15.52
Parish Clerk - Work from home allowance                                    £53.50
Parish Clerk ( Travel ex 48p per mile x 52 miles)                          £24.96                                                                     
Parish Council Websites 30% deposit                                          £194.70
Allotments - Shed clearance/Rotavating                                     £607.00
Allotment Monthly Maintenance Contract                                 £120.00
Maynards Open Space                                                                    £120.00
Parish Cemetery                                                                               £125.00
Lewis Tree Surgery (Duxford & North Rd)                                   £380.00
MD Landscapes (verge cutting)                                                  £1,104.00
TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS PAID                                                        £3,108.31             
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
UK Power Network                                                                             £47.42
HJ Paintin                                                                                            £350.00
Ivett & Reed                                                                                       £140.00
TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                                   £537.42
                                                                          

                                               





