WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH JANUARY 2018
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL 
MINUTES
PRESENT
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Tim Teversham – Vice Chairman
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes
Jude Phillips
Ken Winterbottom
Martin Livermore
Eleanor Norman
Kirsty Davis
Peter Topping
Will Thomas
Marie Swann – Parish Clerk and 9 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – Council Winterbottom declared an interest in a tree application for North Road, the parish council accepted his connection but did not feel it was necessary.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES – The minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 12th December 2017 were signed by the chairman as a true record.
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING – Parish clerk reported on the completion of repair and resurface of the Mill Lane footpath and a section on North Road from the Baulks Gates up to the drop kerb at Radegunds.
The parish clerk wrote to highways to thank them for work carried out and to arrange a meeting to move forward with pricing the footpath on Station Road and Duxford Road. Expected to meet with highways at the end of January when proposed highways work on Duxford Road should begin. RE : Traffic Calming.
Our precept submission to South Cambs was received and accepted re 2018/19 precept for the sum of £46,500.00. The precept of £46,500.00 will give Band D equivalent of £59.12, this is an increase of £553 or 10.31% above the band equivalent charge on 2017/18.
The precept requested by the parish council is £4,750 higher for 2018/19 than the previous year. The tax base has increased from 779.1 to 786.5 this results in a increase to the band D equivalent cost.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM 
The parish council received several complaints regarding the flood issue on West End outside the Pond House. The issue has been reported to highways and Clerk is to write to the property owner.
The parish council were asked what steps are we taking to stop the commuter parking on the grass verges on Duxford Road ?
The parish council have received several complaints on commuter parking along the verges on Duxford Road, and the mess it has left behind.
Clerk to report this to highways and to discuss what can be done.
Storm Eleanor brought down a very large tree in the parish cemetery and it lay across the baulks footpath. The incident was very quickly dealt with by Ashley Arbon and Rob Foden. The parish council express their thanks to Ashley and Rob for their help in clearing the footpath and making the area safe. The parish council paid the sum of £200 to Ashley Arbon and this will be donated to a charity.
 Lewis Tree Surgery removed the tree and branches from both sides of the baulks footpath and other trees within the parish cemetery that came down in the storm. 
Residents asked for the Duxford Road footpath to be widened, similar to what was done on North Road. 
A concern was raised regarding the incinerator at Pedleys on Duxford Road. Councillor Topping to check this with environment health as to what kinds of woods are being burnt.
The parish council were asked what steps can be taken pre planning applications if residents and neighbours are aware that some things are not being recorded as they should. The parish council advises that anyone who suspects anything untoward with the way an application is being portrayed it should be reported to the planning officers.
A further email was received from Chris Anderson regarding an amendment to the planning application at Orchard Pond, Royston Road, and circulated to all councillors.
ITEM 6. ADOPTION OF PARISH COUNCIL POLICES AND PRECEDURES
All councillors were given copies of parish council policies and procedures which have recently been updated and all councillors present agreed to them being adopted policies of the Whittlesford Parish Council. All updated polices and procedures will be available on the village website soon.
ITEM 7. HIGHWAYS LHI BID PRESENTATION
The Parish council recently submitted this years bid to highways for some improvements to road safety on North Road. The parish council have now been invited to formally present their bid and both Councillors Will Thomas and Kirsty Davis volunteered to represent the parish council at the highways presentation open days in February. Parish clerk to confirm Wednesday 7th February at 5pm with highways. Councillors Will Thomas and Kirsty Davis to prepare a written summary of improvements required.
ITEM 8. UPDATE ON YEW HEDGE / PARISH COUNCIL TO SUBMIT A PLANNING APPLICATION
The Parish council were advised that a full planning application was required to remove the yew hedge at the war memorial, for reasons of conservation area. Councillor Topping recommended that we appoint John Guest to this application. Parish Clerk has contacted him.
ITEM 9. TO RE-EVALUATE THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Councillor Topping reported that the steering group have prepared a draft neighbourhood plan ready for submission, and is awaiting the consultants report at the end of January for further guidance on the expected timescale of the plan. The draft is available to view on the neighbourhood plan website at www.whittlesfordneighbourhoodplan.co.uk



ITEM 10. JUNCTION OF MIDDLEMOOR ROAD / RESIDENTS PARKING
The Parish council were asked what can be done to the residents parking area on the junction of Middlemoor Road.
The area in question is an off road parking layby that is used by the residents of 14 – 20 Middlemoor, who do not have driveways and only alternative is street parking. Street parking is not advised as the road is narrow and windy. The area has become extremely overgrown and is very muddy and boggy. The parish council agreed to tidy up the layby at an approximate cost of £400.
All councillors were sent photographs of the area by email.
ITEM 11. LAWN TRUST REPORT 
Councillor Jan Holmes forwarded the report from the recent Lawn Trust meeting held on 2nd January 2018 by email to all councillors.
ITEM 12. PLANNING REPORT
An amendment was received to the planning application of Orchard Pond 28 Royston Road, to which the parish council had no objection.
An application was received regarding the removal of three trees at a close proximity to the property of 9 North Road. The parish council had no objections, but the tree officer would make a decision. 
ITEM 13. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
County and District Councillor Report to Whittlesford Parish Council   
February 2017  
From Councillor Peter Topping   07825876582  peterwwtopping@gmail.com  
County budget Last week saw the annual budget setting debate at the county council which was long, lasting from 10.30 through to 5.30. There was agreement that the council tax should go up by 2% to fund adult social care which is under huge strain, partly because of the costs and difficulties in recruiting careworkers. The budget for the rest of the council has been frozen.  However, road improvements including pothole filling and verge cutting will have more money spent on them.  
District council budget The government reduced the payment of New Homes Bonus to district councils and so to make up the shortfall the district council budget will rise by 5%. Not forgetting that South Cambs has one of the lowest precepts in the country. 
Housing White Paper – the housing white paper proposes giving district councils some powers that they have been pressing for such as reducing the time allowed between the grant of planning application and when the first houses have to be built on a site, from 3 to 2 years. Whether it is enough to stop the landbanking of land by developers to keep prices high is another matter. I am meeting the housing minister tomorrow and will report back next month on this.  
City Deal The issue of congestion in Cambridge was debated at South Cambs District Council and a motion carried rejecting proposals for a congestion charge as a tax on South Cambs residents. I am continuing to argue that the A505 is a road that needs greater attention and I have put it on the list of South Cambs bids into the devolution pot. The recent fatality near Thriplow is further evidence of the pressure that road and its users are under. 
 
Closer to home   
Planning I have written to South Cambs planning officers setting out my opposition to the planning application for a burial site at Spinney Hill Farm:   
I am writing in my capacity as the local member regarding this planning application. I have had the opportunity for a very detailed briefing on the ecological opportunities that the proposal brings with it, and I am grateful to the proposers for that. In my view the harm to the Green Belt of a cemetery or burial ground of this size outweighs the ecological advantages, not least because the area in question has wooded areas nearby that already provide much of the benefit asserted by this proposal. I am therefore objecting to the planning application. I have also taken into consideration in coming to this assessment that the identified need in terms of burial spaces is markedly over-reported, and I believe that Whittlesford parish will be sending to you the results of the survey carried out that appears to support the argument that the need is not there. Whether the existing burial grounds in the area are poorly-sited in terms of soil type is not for me to say, but this does not appear to be a strong argument for an intrusion on the Green Belt.

ITEM 14. ACCOUNTS 
ACCOUNTS TO PAY 13TH DECEMBER 2017 – 9TH JANUARY 2018
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                 140.00
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                                 140.00
Carey Boyce ( Allotments)                                                            160.00
Price Bailey (Sandcroft Payroll Services)                                      25.80
Clerks Allowance & Expenses                                                       188.42
Community Chest Funded Benches                                             882.10
Jo Denny (salary 18.75 hours)                                                      208.73
Jo Denny work from home allowance                                          53.50
Jo Denny Expenses                                                                           21.59                                                                                 
Jo Denny (HMRC)                                                                                1.40
RH Garden Services (Fred Winters land North Rd)                    460.00                                                               
Ashley Arbon ( Emergency help with fallen tree)                      200.00
Lewis Tree Surgery ( Tree works re: parish cemetery)              300.00
(Interim payment, work is ongoing. 
Cambridgeshire Acre Subscription Renewal                                 55.50
One.com ( Ref to Neighbourhood plan subscription)                  40.66
[bookmark: _GoBack]TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                                            £2,802.70
COMMUNITY CHEST FUND                                                        1,300.00
Newton Road Open Space Benches                                             514.97
Newton Road Open Space Goals & Nets                                     215.93
Wild Flower / Grass seed                                                               151.20
                                                                          TOTAL                    £882.10
TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS PAID                                                     £2,802.70                                                   

NO ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR PERIOD 13TH DECEMBER 2017 TO 9TH JANUARY 2018.
















NO CORRESPONDENCE 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2018
MEETING CLOSED AT 9.50PM
                                                                 




