WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE MEMORIAL HALL ON TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2017.

MINUTES
PRESENT
Arthur Greaves – Chairman
Tim Teversham – Vice Chairman
Ken Winterbottom
Martin Livermore
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes
Peter Topping
Eleanor Norman
Will Thomas – Late Arrival
Kirsty Davis – Late Arrival
Marie Swann – Parish Clerk and 22 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Jude Townley
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF ANY AGENDA ITEM
Chairman – Arthur Greaves and Councillor Pam Freeman both declared an interest in the planning applications for Royston Road, for residential reasons. Martin Livermore also declared an interest in the planning application for 19 West End for residential reasons.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
[bookmark: _GoBack]The minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 14th November 2017 were signed as true and accurate. 
ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING – Action taken since last meeting.
Following on from our request for Highways to do repairs to footpath in both Mill Lane and North Road has been actioned and work was due to begin on 11th December.
The stretch of footpath from the water pumping station has been edged and widened after being raised at last months meeting as needing attention.
The grass verge next to the bus shelter in Middlemoor Road was cleared of a fallen tree as it was blocking the entrance gate to the land belonging to Pembrooke College. 
Peter Carter has removed the post and single gate at the Baulks path on North Road, to allow easier access for prams, pushchairs and mobility scooters. The double gates will remain closed and locked.
The Parish Church would like to make use of the old gate that we removed, in replace of the kissing gate that they have at the entrance to the churchyard. The parish council are happy to donate the old gate to the parish church as this will keep the gates use within the Baulks as intended.
The Parish Council will pay this month’s accounts from the new Barclays account, after transferring funds from the Santander account, the cheque was returned Incomplete, we paid it in at the Great Shelford branch for a second time and it credited ok. 
Following on from the recent finance meeting the parish council agreed to raise the precept by £4,740 giving a precept for 2018 of £46,500.
The parish council also agreed at recent finance meeting to contribute £10,000 to the Lawn Trust for play equipment.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A complaint was received regarding the memorial hall hedge, asking for it to be cut back to allow better vision of the junction at Mill Lane, we have been advised that this is being dealt with.
Also a complaint regarding the cutting of the hedge / rose/ shrubbery that surrounds the tennis courts on the Lawn. A resident believed this to have been cut appallingly and has left the tennis courts looking an eye saw. Parish Council representative Jan Holmes will forward this complaint to the Lawn Trust for attention.
Some Royston Road residents were asking for gritting salt, we established that both parish owned salt bins are located very central to the village at the High Street and Mill Lane and perhaps more salt bins should be installed in other areas of the village. Clerk to follow this up with the county council.
There was an incident in Newton Road on the 16th November where the driver of a vehicle lost control on the bend at Middlemoor and the junction of Newton Road and careered into the telephone box, leaving it beyond repair. The clerk is to take up the incident with the drivers insurance company, in the hope of replacing the iconic red telephone box with a refurbished one of its era. The telephone box was a K6 Kiosk and bore the 4 crowns of King George V’s jubilee commemoration and a replacement is in the region of £3,000 to £4,000.
Following on from the incident with the telephone box, the clerk met with the Morton’s from Rayners farm, to discuss the overgrowth of trees and shrubbery that borders Rayners farm, despite it not being the Morton’s responsibility they offered to have the overgrowth cut back at their own expense to which the parish council are very grateful to them for this and thank them immensely, as this will help to improve a blind spot on Middlemoor Road where parked cars by the bus shelter cause serious traffic incidents.
A speed related incident occurred in North Road after a parked car outside the white houses in North Road close to the Bees in the Wall public house was hit by an oncoming car that could not stop in time with a vehicle coming in the other direction. Generally parked cars on the road actually slow the traffic down, but not in this case. This highlights the speed issues that we have on North Road and the parish council will highlight this issue with highways.
Another blind spot has been reported at the junction of Owls Close in Station Road, where overgrowth of shrubbery planted on grass verges restricts views of oncoming traffic as you exit Owls Close.
Parish Clerk to arrange meeting highways regarding this and various other highway matters.
A complaint of leaflet posting on vehicles was reported at Station Road. The parish council had some inconsiderate parking leaflets printed to try and tackle the inconsiderate parking issues in the village. The parish council reminds anyone who posts leaflets on vehicles not to use any sticky tape as this could leave a residue on windscreens. If anyone believes that a vehicle is illegally parked they are advised to ring the non emergency 101.
ITEM 6. IWM’S DECISION TO REMOVE FREE PASSES
Tim Teversham gave a brief account of the Imperial War Museum’s decision to end the free passes given to neighbouring villages to enter Duxford. Tim reported that he had not heard of many complaints, however the clerk and other councillors had and also felt that many are still not aware of this decision, no information has been sent to residents, and leaflet / booklets issued by the IWM have not been received by many residents. The clerk received an email from Duxford Parish Clerk who claimed that it was 50/50 in the village of Duxford. Clerk to respond to Duxford parish clerk’s email.

ITEM 7. UPDATE ON WAR MEMORIAL / YEW HEDGE
Parish Clerk contacted the Conservation Officer with a view to removing the Yew Hedge behind the war memorial cross, after establishing that much of the yew hedge had encroached the property of 2 Church Lane and to rectify the correct boundary the hedge should be removed. The Conservation Officers initial report was that due to the war memorial being sited in a conservation area this would require a full planning application to be made by the parish council. Councillor Topping will seek advise from the conservation team at South Cambs.
ITEM 8. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Councillor Topping gave a brief update of where we are at with the neighbourhood plan, and how we are looking at rounding it up in the next 6 months, when the draft will go to a consultant. Jo Denny who was employed as an admin assistant by the Parish Council for 12 months to get the neighbourhood plan up and running has done an excellent job, 12 months down the line Jo is happy to commit to perhaps a further 6 months but things are expected to be much quieter once the consultant work begins.

ITEM 9. PLANNING REPORT – A Report on recent Planning Applications which included the following :
S/2284/17/OL – Sawston Trade Park and adjacent vacant land A1301 
London Road, Pampisford. The parish council re-considered this in light of recent published traffic survey, but continues to object to the proposed vehicle access.
S/4023/17/FL – West Side Farm, Whippletree Road.
Retrospective change of use of land for use as a private airstrip for 28 days per annum.
 The parish council has no recommendation on this application, but asks that consideration is taken in terms of radar control to ensure there are no other low flying aircraft in the vicinity at times of take off and landing.
S/4052/17/FL – Sygenta Crop Protection. Installation of new pvc windows. 
S/4011/17/FL – Orchard Pond B & B – 28 Royston Road
Erection of 2 dwellings and garages with revised highway access.
This application was discussed at great length and residents of neighbouring properties asked that their views be considered by the parish council before making their decision. Mr Kilpatrick of 30 Royston Road strongly objected to any new entrance to the existing property, the tree line / hedgerow had recently been cut back harshly which was a screen to Mr Kilpatrick’s property. Mr Kilpatrick recently had an ecology report done on his pond after the discovery of great crested newts, he was disappointed this had not been considered. He felt the whole application was distasteful to the area.
Mr O’Shea of 32 Royston Road said ‘He wont object’ however he supports them by not objecting, he has received an email from The Tattersalls at 28 Royston Road, stating should permission be granted,  the Right of way issue will be abolished. The parish council took everything discussed into account and objected to this application because of the proposal to construct a new entrance to service the present property on the site. A covering letter of recommendations to South Cambs will be sent with our decision.
S/4015/17/FL – 18 Royston Road – Demolition of existing buildings and replace with a pair of semi detached new dwellings. The parish council objects to this application because the proposal constitutes over devolpment.
S/4024/17/FL – 3 Vicarage Lane – Proposed Loft Conversion. No Objection.
S/4099/17/FL – Outline Planning permission Agri Tech Park
Land to east of A1301, and south of A505. The parish council will hold an extra ordinary meeting for this proposed application on Thursday 4th January 2018 at the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
S/4153/17/FL – 19 West End – Demolition of property 19 West End, and erection of two new dwellings. The parish council strongly objects to this application for reasons that a single track road already serving 7 other properties is inadequate for heavy construction vehicles whilst any proposed development was to take place. The size of the proposed structures are not in line what other properties or what is needed indicated in the housing needs survey carried out in connection with the emerging neighbourhood plan. The parish council also strongly objected to the way in which the sitting tenant of 51 years came to hear of the application. The parish council supports the sitting tenants rights and Councillor Topping to assist him further.
S/4168/17/FL – 109 Duxford Road – Loft Conversion of roof to form new first floor to existing single storey semi detached house. No Objection.
S/3153/17/FL – 5 Beech Tree Lane – Permission granted for proposed garden room.
S/4161/17/FL – 25 High Street – Two Entrance Pillars to drive. No Objection.


ITEM 10. DISTRICT & COUNTY REPORT 
From Peter Topping		 07825 876582 		peterwwtopping@gmail.com

A505 and Whittlesford Station 
We will hear in early Jan if Whittlesford station is to be a rural travel hub – the advantage is that it gives us access to professional transport engineers and planners to try to resolve the many issues around the station. Linked to this is the agreement by the Combined Authority to pay for a study of the options to improve the A505 given its current heavy use and expected increased demand as the three sites at Hinxton, Babraham and Granta Parks expand, whatever happens with the Smithson Hill application.
I met in November with the chairman of the National Infrastructure Commission, and we discussed among other things the need to provide good infrastructure in South Cambridgeshire given the current pressures and the likely future ones along key routes such as the A505, and the desirability of better rail connectivity. 
Planning
Smithson Hill planning application – I wrote to the planning department saying they should grant all the parish councils more time to consider this major application – we now have a special PC meeting in January on this.
The Local Plan has been re-submitted to the Planning Inspector last Wednesday and the Council are waiting to hear what modifications she wants: any modifications would then go out to consultation, which would last six weeks. The Local Plan has taken over four years and it is very frustrating still not to have a final view from the Inspector. 
7 Bus review
A full review of bus services across the county has been agreed by the Combined Authority with the aim of improving services for local people. The bus routes worked up by the county for the 7 route will be with us this week, including maps and timetables, but I am annoyed at how much chasing I have had to do on this so we will need to set tighter deadlines for the future.
Police matters 
I met with the police superintendent who covers the south of the county last week having written to him in late November raising concerns about the spate of break-ins and other crime that has occurred recently in villages nearby. I received an immediate reply and I believe that the police are taking action that will have a result, focusing on hare coursing which is becoming a problem much earlier than usual..
I have been monitoring an unlawful trespass on a site along the A505, after the bailiffs moved travellers from the site at Whittlesford two Fridays ago. The council and the police have enforced a high court injunction that protected the Thriplow Heath site. The trespassers have now left the district. 
Bins
From now on there is no need to separate out paper from other recyclable materials in the blue bin. The council has now got new refuse vehicles that can collect all the recyclables and sort them at their depot. So the black paper “caddy” is no longer needed. More locally, I have been working to get a lady in Whittlesford her assisted “bin putting out service” that she was promised but which wasn’t actually done. Any probs with bin collections please email text or let me know via facebook me. 
Community Chest and other district grants
I supported the bid from the Lawn Trust for a grant to replace play equipment. The parish council should think about energy grants as the bidding will open for this grant scheme next year. 

Peter Topping


ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
ACCOUNTS TO PAY – 15TH NOVEMBER – 12TH DECEMBER 2017
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                                                 £125.00
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                                                  £120.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                                               £120.00
Price Bailey (Sandcroft Payroll Services)                                    £180.00
Clerks Work from Home Allowance                                              £53.50
Jo Denny ( Hours for November 28.75, plus holiday)               £298.40                             
Jo Denny (HMRC)                                                                              £23.80
Jo Denny (Allowance)                                                                       £16.05
Jo Denny (Expenses)                                                                         £21.40
Cary Boyce (Rotavating)                                                                 £471.25
Peter Carter (Invoice for work carried out at 
Newton Rd Open Space throughout 2017)                                 £765.00
Peter Carter (Invoice for Hedge cutting)                                      £380.00
Richard Renouf (Cemetery Shed)                                                  £622.37
RH Garden Services (Invoice North Rd path)                               £292.00
Middlemoor Rd verge / path. (Total £292)                                                           
David Carter – Village Sign                                                              £815.80
Bryony Carter – Village Sign                                                            £998.00
Arthur Greaves Travel Expenses                                                     £16.20
Whittlesford Parish Church (Room hire re NP meetings)           £50.00                                                                          
TOTAL OF ACCOUNTS PAID                                                        £5,368.77
NO ACCOUNTS WERE RECEIVED FOR THIS PERIOD

ITEM 12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next parish council meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 9th January 2018.
An extra ordinary meeting will be held on Thursday 4th January 2018 to discuss the Agri Tech proposals. The meeting will be held in the Millennium room at 7.30pm.
The Parish Council wished everyone a very happy Christmas and the
meeting closed at 9.40pm.








