


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2017 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM

MINUTES
PRESENT
Chairman – Arthur Greaves
Vice Chairman – Tim Teversham
Pam Freeman
Jan Holmes
Judith Townley
Ken Winterbottom
Martin Livermore
Will Thomas
Eleanor Norman
Kirsty Davis
Peter Topping
Parish Clerk – Marie Swann and 5 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – NONE
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman and Judith Townley all declared an interest in the planning application of 5 Royston Road, as all being residents of Royston Road. Judith Townley also declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 War memorial / yew hedge/ boundary and therefore she chose to abstain from any discussion or vote.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES
The minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2017 were declared as accurate and a true record and were signed by the Chairman.

ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
Walled Garden - Following the presentation on the Walled Garden, Simon from Laragh Homes sent hard copies, and asked if the parish council would be in support of this application, the clerk responded by saying that until a formal planning application has been received, the parish council are unable to comment and would require more information on the proposed offer to the gifted land as to running costs, maintenance and survey before we could give an answer regarding acceptance.

Highways LHI Bid 2017/18 – Octobers meeting it was agreed that this year we would like to see some improvements to road safety at the North Road end of the village, and that our concerns were based around speeding traffic that comes into the village from the Shelford Rd. and continues along North road which often causes harsh breaking at the Guildhall Corner. The Clerk submitted the proposal and we now wait to see if we get through to the next round, we will then need to prepare a presentation and decide which 2 councillors would like to present this to the panel.
Cemetery – Richard Renouf completed the odd jobs that were outstanding at the parish cemetery by clearing the ivy from the shed and repainting it, as well as removing the old water butts that were once tied to the tree and replaced them with 2 new water butts on a platform and 2 watering cans have also been provided.
Baulks Gates – The clerk is still awaiting all quotes to remove the gatepost and gate at the baulks footpath.
Bidwells – The Clerk is still in negotiation with Bidwells who manage the land once owned by Spicers, regarding the current state of the wooden fence by the village sign as it is broken in many places and looks very untidy.
However they did do a splendid job of cutting back the hedgerow further down on North Road, from the Water Pumping Station to the driveway of 46 North Road. A harsh cut back to the boundary fence was much appreciated.
Other discussions with Bidwells was for the piece of land next to the bus stop / shelter on Middlemoor Road, which is owned by Pembrooke College and managed by Bidwells. The verge in front of this land is Highways owned and therefore the responsibility to maintain it lies with either highways and the parish. This verge is in need of clearance.
The clerk has also emailed refuse at south cambs asking for assisted help / solution to the bins on Middlemoor road footpath, no response to my original email so I have forwarded it to them again.
Still no luck in finding any contact details for land belonging to the late Fred Winter on North Road, the land is very overgrown and this is causing a blind spot to traffic on their approach. It was therefore agreed to arrange for the overgrowth of shrubbery to be cut back to allow better vision on North Road. Attention must be made to the cables above which are believed to be BT and not electricity and this will be funded by the parish council as a gesture of good will for all that Fred Winter did for the village.
A letter of thanks was sent to Lord & Lady Gurdon at Grove House, thanking them for the splendid job they did in having their conifers cut back from the highway.
The parish council purchased a laptop, this is to be used to download the data from the speed monitors, and to be used at meetings when it is required to show planning applications with the projector.
Two new rechargeable batteries were purchased for the speed monitor this will enable one to be in the monitor and a spare on charge at all times.
The village website revamp is now complete and the new site has been transferred over to the domain of Whittleweb, a new email address has been created for the parish clerk, it was felt that having an email address that was identifiable to the parish council was necessary. The new email is parishclerk@whittlesford.org it is therefore intended to use the new email for parish council purposes also to free up the clerks personal email address and any such time the clerks position changes it will be both easy and practical for any new clerk to take over the email account.
 
Various follow ups on footpath work and repairs.
The footpath on North Road, from the Spicers farm entrance along past the village sign to the Baulks gates has been widened by RH Garden services. The parish council is very pleased with the work carried out.
Other footpath queries were raised in open forum or as an agenda item.
ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
Various highway related queries were raised as follow
Following up on an email from Stephen Lindsay of Parsonage Barns who emailed asking for the white lines on the bend of high street / west end be replaced after several road works being carried out there recently, but no one has returned to reinstate the road markings.
Also Jane Gristwood of Owls Close has emailed asking for progress on the yellow lines that the parish council proposed earlier in the year at the junction of Owls Close on Station Road, as this junction is being used by commuters to park which restricts  anyones ability to enter or exit Owls Close. We believe this proposal for yellow lines was also linked to the yellow lines proposed for the junction of Maynards. An appointment is to be arranged with the highways team to follow these queries up.
Ian & Anne Beeby also emailed with a complaint of commuter parking in their residents parking area outside of the old railway cottage on Station Road East. They feel there is no deterrent to stop commuters from parking if the area is not policed regularly and they ask for more to be done.
An email from John Wakefield which was forwarded to Councillor Topping regarding concerns of the new operator of the 7A bus A 2 B concerns were raised of missing out stops and not running to schedule. Parish Clerk asked Councillor Topping to forward these concerns to the county.
The dog bin at the entrance of the allotments on Newton Road has still not been emptied and the parish council asked for Peter Topping to chase this up with south cambs.
The parish Council also asked Peter Topping for an update on the eviction of the travellers currently on private land on Hill Farm Road.
ITEM 6 WAR MEMORIAL / YEW HEDGE / BOUNDARY
The Yew hedge at the war memorial had a very severe cut back on 13th October 2017, following advise from the tree surgeon, and despite Mr & Mrs Dunn’s initial shock of the hedge cut opening up their garden, they have continued to work with the parish council to find a solution that suits both boundary parties. There were discrepancies as to where the correct boundary lies, so the parish council decided to seek legal advice to try and establish the correct boundary. To do so they retrieved the original Conveyance Order dated 1919 from Cambridge Archives, this document gave accurate details and measurements of the actual land gifted by Joseph Tickell.  It then became apparent that some parts of the yew hedge once planted had encroached onto Mr & Mrs Dunn’s property and it was therefore agreed that the hedge should be removed and a new boundary would be put in place as per terms and conditions of the Conveyance Order that clearly said that the parish council at all time must keep the memorial fenced with a good substantial wooden fence of not less than 4 ft in height. Mr Dunn was present at the meeting and also agreed that the hedge would be removed and replaced with a wooden fence and one that would uplift the whole area of the war memorial. All councillors present agreed that the hedge should be removed and that the parish council should adhere to the terms and conditions of the conveyance order.
The Parish Clerk was to contact the Conservation Officer at South Cambs to arrange a visit to see if permission is required to remove the hedge before obtaining 3 quotes for a replacement fence.
The hedge will not be completely removed until the fence is ready to go up. The Parish Council will liaise with Mr & Mrs Dunn regarding the fence. The clerk will also look for funding for war memorial projects as advised by CAPALC. 
The war memorial cross had clearly suffered lack of daylight with the hedge in place, so it was arranged to have a professional clean with Ivett & Reed. Very pleased with the outcome of the clean. It was last cleaned in October 2013. The parish council also donated £100 to the British legion for the Remembrance Sunday wreath laid.

ITEM 7. FOOTPATHS TO BE REPAIRED
Following on from last month’s discussion to footpaths in need of repair, the parish council have received 2 complaints regarding the condition of the Station Road footpath, and given the darker nights, rail users are forced to walk in the road, the parish council must consider repairs to the path and costs involved.
It was agreed that the clerk would make an appointment with highways to discuss repairs to this path and the footpath on Duxford Road. It was also agreed that a working party should meet to list and prioritise all work needed to be done. Members include Pam Freeman, Arthur Greaves, Jan Holmes, Jude Townley and Clerk Marie Swann.



ITEM 8. CHANGE OF BANK ACCOUNT / TRANSFER FUNDS

Change of Bank Account – The Parish Clerk, Chairman and Councillor Winterbottom visited Barclays bank in Cambridge to open a new business account. The account is now open. And cheque book. Deposit book and debit card have now been received. A number of cheques have already been paid into the account, these were cheques received from allotment and farm tenancy rents totalling £942, however the new account now requires funds to be transferred from the old Santander. It was suggested that we simply just write ourselves a cheque from Santander and pay it in to the new Barclays account.
The Santander account balance of 1st November 2017 was £63,000 so a suggested amount to transfer would be £50,000, this month’s accounts total is approx. £8,000 so this would leave approx. £5,000  in this account until such time we are happy that the transfer of accounts is working to our satisfaction. It was agreed to transfer £50,000 by means of cheque from Santander to be paid into Barclays.
ITEM 9. REPORT ON THIS MONTHS PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The following planning applications were discussed 
S/2284/17/OL – SAWSTON TRADE PARK – Outline / full planning application for comprehensive redevelopment.
S/3535/17/NM – 120 DUXFORD ROAD – Non material amendment of planning permission.
S/3997/17/LD – 7 SCOTTS GARDENS – Certificate of lawful development for proposed rear extension.
S/2584/17/RM – 83 MOORFIELD ROAD – Approval of outline planning permission for 18 dwellings.
S/3183/17/FL – 3 BAR LANE COTTAGES – Approval of first floor rear extension and front porch.
S/2777/17/OL – LAND AT ROYSTON ROAD – The Council refused outline planning permission for the erection of 20 dwellings with all matters reserved for subsequent approval.
S/3337/17/FL – 5 ROYSTON ROAD – Conversion of garage to form a separate dwelling. The Parish Council to agree in principal but wish to impose a condition that the dwelling is not be sold separately.
ITEM 10. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORT
Councillor Topping was unwell and left the meeting at 8.15pm
Full report to follow.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ITEM 11. ACCOUNTS 
ACCOUNTS TO PAY
11TH OCTOBER – 14TH NOVEMBER 2017
Standing Orders & Direct Bank Payments
PC World (parish laptop)                                     546.45
Speed Monitor Batteries                                    147.80
Rob Foden (Maynards)                                       120.00 
Rob Foden (Cemetery)                                        125.00
Cary Boyce (Allotments)                                     120.00
Cambridge Water (Allotments)                          112.23
Cambridge Water (Cemetery)                              15.34
Total Standing Orders                                   £1,186.82                                                                    
Cheque Payments
Clerk’s Work from Home Allowance                    53.50
Jo Denny (29.5 hrs Oct)                                        305.01
Jo Denny (HMRC / PAYE)                                        25.60
Jo Denny Fixed Allowance                                      16.05
Jo Denny Expenses                                                   20.83                                                                               
Parish Church – NP Meeting                                   15.00
Lawrie Childs (provide coffees for meeting)        30.00
Arthur Greaves (travel expenses)                             7.20
Michael Downs ( hedge cut)                                  336.00
Lawn Trust (2ndhalf grant payment)                  4,000.00
MD Landscapes (4th verge cut)                               552.00
Parish Council Websites Update                             581.49
British Legion Donation                                            100.00
Ivett & Reed  (Memorial Cross Clean)                1,382.40                                                        
Cary Boyce (Allotment Rotavating)                         348.75
RH Garden Services (North Rd footpath)               490.00
Clerks petty cash Expenditure                                  477.58
Total   (less petty cash)                                        £9,450.65                                                                                                                                           
Clerk’s Petty Cash Expenditure                                                   
Spring Bulbs                                                                   80.86
4 Memorial Planters                                                   199.96                                                                
Winter flowering plants & soil for planters              99.68
Extra compost soil for planters                                  41.94
Clerks expenses for paper, Ink & postage                55.14
Total                                                                           £477.58                                                                       
TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID                                      £9,928.23

                                                                                        
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Farm Rent (John Jennings)                                     193.75
Peasgood & Skeates
(memorial headstone Jones)                                 140.00
Outstanding allotment rent                                     60.00
UK Power network  (back rent)
Sub Station / Lawn                                               2,450.00

Total                                                                     £2,843.75

ITEM 12. CORRESPONDANCE – NONE
ITEM 13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - 
FINANCE MEETING – TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2017
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2017.








 



