


WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER
IN THE MILLENNIUM ROOM OF THE MEMORIAL HALL AT 7.30PM

All Members of Whittlesford Parish Council were summoned to attend for the following business to be transacted.

The Parish Council observed a minute silence in memory of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll

CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves announced that he was very saddened to hear the of the death of Pam Skellern, wife of former Parish Clerk Ian Skellern. Condolences have been sent to the family. 
PRESENT
Chairman Arthur Greaves, Pam Freeman, Jan Holmes, Felicity de Vries, Philip James, David Cunado, Richard Williams, Parish Clerk Marie Swann and 9 members of the public.
ITEM 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Tim Teversham, Andy McPhee and County Councillor Peter McDonald. 
ITEM 2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
ITEM 3. SIGNING OF THE MINUTES 
The minutes of parish council meeting held on 12th July were signed as a true record.


ITEM 4. MATTERS ARISING
A follow up to the safety check of the NROS play equipment was still outstanding. Michael Kilpatrick agreed to go through the report and check list.
Recent discussion at meeting of 12th July was to obtain a quotation to replace the batteries in the speed monitors for a solar power unit. Clerk asked Michael Kilpatrick to obtain the serial numbers of the monitors to ensure the correct prices were quoted for the units. 

ITEM 5. OPEN FORUM
A resident commented by saying the parish council should not have held tonight’s meeting out of respect for Her Majesty the Queen.
Chairman Arthur Greaves confirmed that parish council meetings are required to be held by law, it is not the decision of the parish council to postpone a meeting unless we have been informed to do so by the District Council or CAPALC which we have not. 
A resident raised the following matter to the parish council.
Lack of a Sign at the bottom of Church Lane saying ‘No Parking’ – Turning Bay Only. Road markings alone are insufficient when autumn leaves fall and cover the markings. 
The matter of reinstating the turning bay was previously discussed and approved and we believe the bay will be marked once final resurfacing to Church Lane is complete. The Parish Council will forward the suggestion of a sign to Peter McDonald.
A resident raised a further matter in relation to the resurfacing of Church Lane by saying that grass was not cut back before tarmac was laid. The resident has already taken the matter up with the County Council.
A request to cut back the overgrown bramble at the junction of Middlemoor / Newton Road to improve visibility. Clerk to action. 
A request for white lines across the driveways at Mill Lane was raised by Cllr Richard Williams. To be discussed at the next meeting.
Lawn Trust representative Cllr David Cunado gave a brief report of lawn trust matters. Full minutes have been circulated to all councillors.
ITEM 6. COUNTY & DISTRICT REPORTS

County Report for Parish Councils – September 2022. 
	
	Cambridgeshire County Report

Cost of living Support. This mirrors the South Cambs information and also to be updated regularly.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-localism/support-with-the-cost-of-living

GCP Proposals for Bus Services Improvement & Congestion Charge
The GCP has published their proposals for enhanced bus service and a Cambridge congestion charge. It includes bus improvements (hourly services in our villages where they don’t exist) and £1 & £2 fares and a congestion charge of £5 in 2025 in peak hours and a 7am to 7pm charge in 2026/27 to pay for this.
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/1857/Committee/36/Default.aspx

Great Chesterford Hardcore Site : ESS/20/22/UTT
This was eventually refused by officers and Enforcement Action is being taken.

Highways IT system
The Council will tender for a new Insight system which includes the Highways reporting tool.

Local Highways Improvement updates
The schemes in Thriplow and Foxton are progressing as well as the 20 mph zone for Duxford
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Foxton Hub

	I’m still waiting for an update from GCP and draft papers for the hub.
Businesses Sought for Home Energy Improvements
Businesses specialising in home energy improvements are being invited to apply to join a new bank of council-endorsed traders.
Those who are successful will be called upon to carry out energy retrofit works in homes across Cambridgeshire using government funding. Example of the works include improving energy efficiency and/or replacing older or inefficient heating systems with new low carbon heating options such as air source heat pumps.
They will also have the licence to operate under the trusted council-backed ‘Action on Energy Cambridgeshire’ branding. This will allow people who own their homes, but who are not eligible for government-funded schemes, to access traders appointed to the scheme for work that they pay for themselves.
The idea is that this accreditation will give householders more confidence in work carried out.
CERP - a collaboration between the county council, Cambridge City Council, Fenland District Council, Huntingdonshire District Council, East Cambridgeshire District Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council – has already secured £6.5million under the Government’s Sustainable Warmth schemes to spend on home improvements to those Cambridgeshire properties with the poorest energy rating.
With further rounds of funding expected from government up to 2025, Cambridge City Council, on behalf of CERP, is seeking contractors for a four-year framework to deliver the works.
It will enable all members of the partnership to call on a bank of endorsed traders when government funding is secured to carry out energy efficiency improvements including insulation, solar PV, heat pumps and double/triple glazing to people’s homes.

Peter McDonald
Sep 3rd 2022



District Report 

Congestion Charge Proposed for Travel into and Around Cambridge
The Greater Cambridge Partnership, which is controlled by South Cambs, Cambridge City and Cambridgeshire County, Councils, has come forward with proposals for a £5 congestion charge to drive into and around Cambridge.
The charge would apply on weekdays between 7am and 7pm and cover the whole city area, including Addenbrookes Hospital. The proposed charge would help to fund an expanded bus network. From a South Cambs perspective, the proposed bus network would largely work on a  ‘hub and spoke’ basis i.e. buses would run from villages into hubs where busses to parts of the central city could be caught.
From our specific perspective in Whittlesford, what is proposed is a roughly hourly bus service to Trumpington Park and Ride. So to get anywhere else in the city, you would need to change buses at Trumpington. 
The background documents to the proposal also predict a 15% rise in car journeys within South Cambs and a 9% rise in car trips into South Cambs from other areas “as cars look to avoid the charge area” .
There is, understandably, some considerable concern about the proposed road charging, which would cost anyone needing to use a car to get to work in the city around £1,200 per year. They could also have significant effects in terms of displacing car traffic to villages like Whittlesford with trains stations that run directly into Cambridge.
The proposals can be seen here (Agenda Pack: pages 30-63):
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/Meetings/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/1857/Committee/36/Default.aspx 
A public consultation on the proposals is likely to take place in the winter. 




South Cambs Council Reduces Staff Working to 4 Day Week
The administration of South Cambs Council has decided to trial a 4 day working week for Council Staff (excluding bin collection crews) between January and March 2023.
The number of hours office-based staff are asked to work each week will be reduced from 37 hours to 30 hours. Staff will, however, retain 100% of their original pay. 
The reasons given for the trial are to increase the attractiveness of working at the Council to help with recruitment. There are also some claims that productivity will be increased.
Performance will be monitored over the trial and a decision will then be taken as to whether to make the switch permanent (and include all staff, including bin crews etc).
I have to say that I do not support this move. Working times will be cut significantly, which will impact on service delivery. That is unavoidable if staff are available only 4 days rather than 5, unless it is the Council’s position that 20% of staff time is being wasted or that there is scope for significant productivity improvements that have hitherto not previously been attempted nor been have been disclosed or explained.
Refuse Collections
As a result of the Bank Holiday for the State Funeral for Her late Majesty The Queen on 19th September 2022, refuse collections in the village will take place on Tuesday 20th September. 
With best wishes,
Richard.



ITEM 7. PLANNING REPORT
Planning Ref: 22/0257/FUL – Site address 39A Station Road (West)
Demolition of existing buildings, creation of access road from Station Road and construction of a residential development of 68 residential units together with associated landscaping, car parking and refuge storage. 
The application as above included a brief presentation from two representatives from the development company. 
The Parish Council felt very little had changed from the previous application and having already given its response to the district council in July It remained an overdevelopment of the site and the parish council did not support the application.

Planning Ref: S/2633/17/CONDA – Land at Moorfield Road 
This application was for information only and no decision was required.

Planning Ref: 22/02422/FUL – Welch’s Transport (Amendment)
This application was a minor amendment to the previous application that had been agreed in principal by the parish council.

Planning Ref: 22/03159/LBC – Business Centre Officers Mess – Installation of Electric Vehicle Chargers in the existing Car Park.
The Parish Council supported this application.

Planning Ref: 22/03110/FUL – 38 Station Road (West)
Demolition of garage and the erection of a new detached dwelling and vehicular access points for the existing and proposed dwellings from 38 Station Road.
The Parish Council did not support this application on the grounds of it being an overdevelopment of the land and would add to ongoing parking issues on Station Road.

ITEM 8. TO DISCUSS THE REMAINING BALANCE OF THE COMMUNITY FUND
Cllr Richard Williams requested that this item be carried over to the next parish council meeting in October to allow him time to speak with various departments at the district council.

ITEM 9. TO APPROVE VARIOUS TREE WORK
Following a recent inspection of the Parish Cemetery and various footpaths overgrown hedge and tree work was raised. 
Chairman and Clerk met with tree Surgeon to give their professional advice on the matter, a quotation of £650 (ex vat) was submitted for both the parish cemetery and the Spinney Hill to Whippletree footpath, both quotations were approved by all councillors present. 
This is a typical day rate for 2 persons to attend and for the removal of all green waste. 
A further quotation for £450 (ex vat) for tree work to remove dead cherry tree and raise crowns on other cherry trees upon Station Road West was also approved after the matters were raised by residents of Station road.












ITEM 10. ACCOUNTS (Month 5 & 6) No Meeting in August
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 5)
13th July – 8th August 2022 

No meeting in August therefore the following accounts were formally approved at parish council meeting of 13th September 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk99629790]ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                                                                               
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)                98.78                                                                                         
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)             161.74                                                               
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                   16.25
50 x 2nd Class Stamps (Allotment Invoices)                 44.79
Stationery (Staples)                                                           3.75
50 x A5 Envelopes (Allotment Invoices)                        4.60 (Vat - £0.77)
6 x Water Tap Keys (Allotments)                                  33.00 (Vat - £5.52)
Stationery (Paper Clips)                                                    4.99 (Vat - £0.83)             
Parish Cemetery Maintenance (6 hrs)                      120.00  Chq 100481                                                              
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                                    120.00  Chq 100482                            
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)               160.00  Chq 100482           
Parish Clerk (72 hours)                                             1,125.76  Chq 100483/84                                        
Clerks PAYE to HMRC                                                   122.49  Chq 100485
Allotment Management Course (Capalc)                   60.00  Chq 100486
Accountibbleity (quarterly payroll)                           105.00  Chq 100487

TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                   £2,181.15
                          
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 5                                           £7.12 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVED FOR MONTH 5
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                              £0.42p

COMMUNITY FUND 
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                                     £706.65

ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                                  £1,593.05

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                                       £72.20

ITEM 10. ACCOUNTS (Month 6) September
WHITTLESFORD PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS (MONTH 6)
9th August 2022 – 13th September 2022

ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                                                                                               
Peoples Pension (Employers Contribution)             116.51            
Peoples Pension (Employees Contribution)            172.82                                                                       
Barclays Business Banking Charges (Out)                  17.90
Postage Stamps                                                              24.70
Clerks Stationery  (Bereavement Card)                        2.85 (Vat £0.48)
Parish Online (A.Arbon - NP Maps)                          120.00 (Vat £20.00)
Capalc Cilca Training Course                                      400.00
Microsoft Office Subscription                                      79.99          
Parish Cemetery Maintenance (7 hrs)                      140.00  Chq 100488                                                            
Maynards Open Space (6 hrs)                                    120.00  Chq 100489                            
Allotments & Community Orchard (8 hrs)               160.00  Chq 100489           
Parish Clerk (60 hours plus holiday pay)               1,264.93  Chq 100490/91                                       
Clerks PAYE to HMRC                                                   227.21  Chq 100492
Whittlesford Memorial Hall (Room Hire)                 175.00  Chq 100493
Whittlesford Memorial Hall (Vat refund)              1,364.14  Chq 100494
BHIB Council Insurance Renewal (1st Oct)                421.92  Chq 100495
Deposit Refund to A. Grimshaw (Allotments)            50.00  Chq 100496

TOTAL ACCOUNTS TO PAY                                    £4,857.97                                  
                          
TOTAL VAT FOR MONTH 5                                          £20.48


ACCOUNTS RECEIVED
Cambs County Council – Verge Maintenance             1,823.02
HMRC – Vat Refund (Parish Council)                            1,511.44
HMRC – Vat Refund (Memorial Hall)                            1,364.14
Allotment Rents                                                                   435.00
Ivett & Reed Cemetery Fees                                              250.00
Ivett & Reed Cemetery Fees                                                25.00
Barclays Loyalty Reward                                                         0.50
TOTAL ACCOUNTS RECEIVED                                       £5,409.10

COMMUNITY FUND 
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                              £706.65


ZERO CARBON GRANT FUND
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                           £1,593.05

COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT FUND
Balance as of 12th July 2022                                                £72.20



ITEM 11. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was received from Barclays in relation to the parish council current account. Certified copies of ID were required by all signatories. Accountibbleity who manage our monthly payroll certified the documents required and they have been returned to Barclays.
Correspondence was also received from the United Reform Church asking the parish council to support their application for a Community Chest Fund Grant.
The Community Chest fund grants are available from the District Council for community projects. 
The United Reform Church are looking to install a Bicycle Repair Station just inside the entrance to the car park which will act as a welcomed pit stop to all cyclists passing through, including village residents. This would be a great amenity at a very central location. Together with the recently opened Fig Café its great to see the URC being utilised in so many ways. The Parish Council wishes them well with their application and provided them with the necessary letter of support. 
Further correspondence was received in relation to a Winter Programme for Covid Vaccines. Earlier in the year they brought a vaccination bus to the village and parked up in the car park at the Memorial Hall. This time they are looking for room hire as a sheltered venue to vaccinate boosters. The Memorial hall is booked with various clubs so it was agreed to ask both Parish and URC churches if their church rooms would be available. It is important to try and secure a venue within the village especially for the elderly who would otherwise have to travel to various locations outside of the village to have booster jabs. Clerk to make contact with both churches.

ITEM 12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The Next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday 11th October 2022.
An informal meeting will be held for allotment holders on Tuesday 27th September in the lounge bar at the Bees in the Wall.
For further information please contact the Parish Clerk at: parishclerk@whittlesford.org 
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